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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY 
DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Bristol : 


NS 


The  pleasure  of  this  Board  in  recording  the  completion 
and  occupancy  of  our  new  library  building  is  sadly  dimmed 
by  the  death  of  the  chairman  of  our  Board,  the  Hon.  Edward 
B.  Dunbar,  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  raising  of 
our  new  building  fund,  the  selection  and  perfecting  of  our 
plans,  and  the  placing  of  the  contracts,  and  would  have  re- 
joiced with  us  in  seeing  the  completed  building.  The 
Board  expressed  their  sense  of  the  public  loss  in  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

“ This  Board  hereby  records  its  profound  sorrow  and 
sense  of  loss  by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Edward  B.  Dunbar, 
which  occurred  on  May  9th,  1907.  When  in  October,  1891, 
the  town  voted  to  establish  a free  public  library,  Mr.  Dun- 
bar was  the  first  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  appointed 
to  carry  out  the  vote.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  directors 
on  October  19,  1891,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Board, 
and  held  that  office  continuously  until  his  death.  Very 
few  indeed  have  been  the  meetings  of  the  Board  at  which 
he  was  not  present  and  presiding,  until  during  six  months 
past  his  illness  has  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  attend. 
The  public  spirit  which  made  him  always  active  in  the  sup- 
port of  every  good  cause,  the  faithfulness  which  made  him 
constant  in  the  performance  of  every  public  duty,  the  love 


i I 54245 


2 


of  good  books  and  reading  which  always  characterized  him, 
the  universal  regard  for  him  and  confidence  in  him  which 
made  his  support  of  any  cause  most  influential,  combined  to 
make  his  service  on  this  Board  most  valuable  to  the  library 
and  to  the  town;  and  the  spirit  of  good  fellowship  which  so 
endeared  him  to  every  class  of  the  community  made  the 
association  with  him  always  a pleasure  to  his  fellow  mem- 
bers and  caused  a marked  sense  of  personal  loss  in  his 
death.” 

Our  report  for  1905  was  chiefly  devoted  to  urging  the 
need  of  a new  library  building  and  asking  subscriptions  for 
a $50,000  building  fund.  In  1906  we  reported  that  298 
persons  had  already  subscribed  a total  amount  of  $36,331, 
which,  with  the  Norton  and  Treadway  bequests,  gave  a total 
building  fund  of  over  $41,000.  Since  that  time  and  up  to 
the  first  day  of  September,  1907,  the  number  of  subscribers 
has  increased  to  362  ; the  aggregate  amount  subscribed  by 
living  donors  to  $40,223,  and  the  entire  building  fund  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee  to  $45,420.10.  The  detailed  figures 
are  appended  to  this  report  as  Appendix  C. 

The  cost  of  the  building,  with  furnishings ■ complete 
(except  museum  cases),  as  nearly  as  the  same  can  be  now 
ascertained,  is  $47,000,  leaving  a deficit  of  nearly  $1,600. 
In  addition  to  this  there  will  be  the  cases-  and  equipment 
for  the  museum,  which  we  cannot  now  estimate  with  any 
accuracy. 

Our  last  report  related  the  choice  of  plans  prepared  by 
Mr.  Wilson  Potter  of  Bristol,  whose  offices  are  at  3 Union 
Square,  New  York,  and  the  letting  of  the  main  contracts. 
The  entire  list  of  contractors  for  the  building  is  as  follows: 
general  contractor,  Charles  B.  Andrus  of  Hartford  ; plumb- 
ing, Birdy  & Sheeran  of  Bristol ; steamfitting,  Roberts  & 
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Arnold  of  Bristol  ; electric  wiring,  Peet  & Powers  of  New 
York  ; steel  shelving,  The  Art  Metal  Co.,  Jamestown,  New 
York;  counters  and  card  catalogue,  The  Library  Bureau, 
Boston  ; electric  and  gas  lighting  fixtures,  F.  A.  Shaffer  of 
Bristol  ; screens,  A.  E.  Fish  & Co.,  of  Keene,  New  Hamp- 
shire ; shades,  W.  S.  Jones  & Co.,  Bristol;  furniture,  Pack- 
ard, Meekins  & Wheat  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  C.  Funck  & 
Son,  Bristol ; vault  door,  The  Mosler  Safe  Company  of 
Cincinnati ; inside  hardware,  P.  & F.  Corbin,  New  Britain. 

The  excavation  for  the  building  was  begun  on  August 
18,  1906,  and  the  building  was  dedicated  on  August  14,  1907, 
complete  except  for  some  minor  details. 

The  building  is  simple  and  dignified  in  its  lines.  Its 
architecture  is  in  that  adaptation  of  classical  styles  to 
modern  uses  which  we  commonly  term  “ Colonial.”  The 
foundation  is  of  granite,  the  basement  and  window  trim- 
mings of  Indiana  limestone,  the  main  wall  of  Velvet  Matt 
brick  — a deep  red  brick  with  rough-finished  face.  The 
principal  ornamentation  of  the  building  is  in  its  arched 
windows,  heavy  frieze  and  balustrade  of  white  wood  at  the 
base  of  the  roof,  and  the  main  entrance,  with  a stately 
portico  in  the  pure  Ionic  order,  carved  frieze  above  the 
doors,  and  doors  and  transoms  of  richly  leaded  glass. 

The  interior  is  spacious  and  admirably  adapted  to  its 
use.  It  provides  on  the  main  floor  a reading  room  for 
adults  and  a children’s  room,  each  34  by  24  feet  in  size  ; a 
librarian’s  ofifice  and  a study  room,  each  20  by  17  ; a spacious 
delivery  room  ; a stack  room  with  immediate  capacity  for 
26,000  volumes,  capable  of  being  doubled  by  putting  in  a 
second  tier  of  shelving.  It  is  also  possible  to  put  a third 
tier  in  the  basement,  giving  an  ultimate  book  capacity  of 
fully  80,000  volumes.  The  shelving  in  the  stack  room  is  all 
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of  steel.  Free  access  of  the  public  to  the  shelves  is  pro- 
vided for.  Every  part  of  the  building  is  equipped  for  both 
electric  and  gas  lighting.  At  present  we  are  using  only  gas 
in  the  basement,  only  electricity  in  the  assembly  room,  and 
on  the  main  floor  electricity  for  the  stacks  and  for  the 
general  illumination  of  the  building,  and  gas  for  the  reading 
tables.  All  the  woodwork  of  the  main  floor  is  of  quartered 
oak,  and  that  of  the  basement  and  assembly  room  of  ash, 
and  all  the  furniture  in  the  building  matches  the  woodwork 
in  material  and  finish.  The  committee  were  assisted  by 
Mr.  W.  G.  Baxter  of  Hartford  in  selecting  the  color  scheme 
for  the  walls. 

The  children’s  room  is  likely  to  be  a most  important 
part  of  our  new  library;  and  its  attractive  and  cosy  appear- 
ance, with  shelving  encircling  the  room  containing  several 
thousand  volumes  of  children’s  books  and  magazines,  a frieze 
above  for  pictures,  posters  and  any  other  display  material, 
and  a few  choice  pictures  upon  the  wall,  immediately  won 
the  hearts  of  the  children  on  the  opening  day.  We  plan  to 
have  this  room  open  all  day  Saturday  and  after  school  hours 
on  other  days.  Children  may  freely  take  the  books  from 
the  shelves  and  use  them  in  the  room.  A children’s  attend- 
ant will  be  on  duty  to  supervise  the  room  and  to  charge 
books  that  are  to  be  taken  away. 

The  assembly  room  above  is  lighted  by  a skylight.  It 
contains  seats  for  250  people  and  will  provide  the  accommo- 
dation for  lectures,  chamber  concerts,  club  meetings  and 
small  entertainments  that  has  been  so  much  needed  in 
Bristol. 

The  basement  contains  a corridor  leading  from  the 
Main  street  entrance  to  the  main  stairway,  an  unpacking 
and  working  room  from  which  a lift  runs  up  to  the  stack 
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room,  a fireproof  vault  for  the  keeping  of  rare  books,  docu- 
ments and  manuscripts,  toilet  rooms,  a large  storage  room 
which  may  in  the  future  be  needed  either  for  additional 
stack  room  or  for  furnace,  coalbins,  etc.,  and  two  capacious 
rooms  which  are  not  at  present  in  use.  One  of  these  will 
be  devoted  to  the  museum  which  we  hope  soon  to  open. 
The  other  may,  if  we  have  income  adequate  for  our  needs, 
be  used  as  a men’s  reading  room,  where  the  daily  papers 
will  be  kept  on  file  and  where  smoking  will  be  permitted. 
We  think  that  such  a reading  room,  of  a more  free  and 
easy  character  than  the  general  reading  room  above,  would 
perform  a valuable  and  needed  public  service,  and  the  use 
already  being  made  of  our  general  reading  room  shows 
that,  though  far  in  excess  of  any  reading  space  that  we  have 
ever  had  before,  it  is  able  to  accommodate  no  more  than  the 
present  number  of  readers. 

The  Library  Board  feel  that  the  generous  response 
made  by  the  people  of  Bristol  to  our  appeal  for  a library 
building  fund,  and  the  prompt  payment  of  most  of  the  sub- 
scriptions, by  which  we  have  been  able  to  pay  all  bills  as 
they  come  due  and  even  to  receive  over  §120  interest  on 
the  early  payments,  have  been  most  gratifying  evidence  of 
the  public  spirit  of  our  citizens  and  their  interest  in  and 
approval  of  the  work  of  our  public  library.  Over  ninety 
per  cent,  of  the  subscriptions  have  been  made  by  residents 
of  the  town,  and  the  remainder  by  those  who  formerly  lived 
here  or  are  attached  to  the  town  by  family  interests.  Your 
Board,  with  the  splendid  equipment  which  has  now  been 
placed  at  their  service,  will  strive  to  make  the  library  of  even 
greater  public  service  in  the  future  than  it  has  been  in  the 
past. 

Dr.  Frederick  H.  Williams  has  presented  to  the  town 


his  collection  of  Indian  and  prehistoric  relics  to  be  placed 
in  the  museum  in  our  library.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
private  collections  in  the  United  States,  and  embraces  many 
hundred  specimens  of  tools,  weapons  and  ornaments  made 
by  the  American  Indians  or  in  some  cases  by  still  earlier 
occupants  of  American  soil.  The  collection  includes  the 
interesting  display  of  pottery,  finished  and  in  process,  found 
at  the  old  Indian  quarry  on  Federal  Hill  in  Bristol.  Dr. 
Williams  proposes  to  catalogue  and  label  his  collection  so 
as  to  present  it  in  the  most  interesting  and  instructive  way. 
The  gift  is  a most  valuable  one,  and  when  supplemented  by 
additions  from  the  old  historical  collection  which  was 
formerly  kept  in  Linstead’s  Block  and  which  has  been 
stored  for  some  years  in  the  High  School  attic,  and  from 
other  available  sources,  it  will  give  us  a museum  collection 
equalled  by  very  few  in  New  England. 

We  regret  that  the  labor  of  building  and  moving  into 
our  building  has  prevented  us  from  yet  taking  up  the 
equipment  and  opening  of  this  museum. 

The  expense  of  our  regular  library  work  for  the  year 
has  been  $3,542.09,  as  shown  by  Appendix  A,  and  it  will 
also  appear  by  the  Town  Treasurer’s  report  that  our  ex- 
penses have  exceeded  our  income  by  $319.73.  While  we 
have  had  to  meet  the  extra  expense  of  rent  this  year  for 
our  temporary  quarters,  this  is  substantially  set  off  by  the 
decrease  in  the  cost  of  light,  heat  and  janitor  service,  and 
the  deficit  incurred  shows  the  fact  that  with  the  constant 
and  large  increase  of  our  library  circulation  the  appropria- 
tion voted  by  the  town  has  become  insufficient  to  carry  oh 
our  library  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  hitherto  been  con- 
ducted. When  the  town  made  an  annual  appropriation  of 
$3,000  the  library  had  an  annual  circulation  of  about  31,000 
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volumes.  This  year  it  had  over  47,000.  This  increase  in 
circulation  means  a proportionate  increase  of  librarian’s 
work  and  of  wear  and  tear  of  books,  and  a great  increase  in 
the  demand  for  new  books.  Even  if  it  were  not  for  the 
new  library  building,  we  should  have  soon  had  to  ask  for  an 
increase  of  appropriation,  but  it  must  be  evident  to  all  that 
the  new  building  involves  a great  increase  in  light,  heat  and 
janitor  service.  Besides,  it  will  undoubtedly  cause  a great 
increase  in  the  general  use  of  our  library,  and  we  anticipate 
as  a result  of  our  attractive  children’s  room  perhaps  a 
doubling  of  that  important  department  of  library  service. 
This  great  children’s  work,  the  opportunity  now  open  to  us 
to  provide  a men’s  reading  room,  the  museum  which 
is  ready  to  our  hand,  will  all  involve  some  additional  ex- 
pense, both  for  equipment  and  for  administration.  We 
have  hitherto  paid  to  our  librarian  a fractional  salary, 
sharing  his  time  with  the  Board  of  School  Visitors  and  with 
The  Bristol  Water  Company.  The  demands  of  the  work 
now  imperatively  require  at  least  half  of  his  time.  These 
considerations  make  it  necessary  for  us  to  ask  the  town  to 
increase  our  present  income,  and  to  put  it  on  a percentage 
basis  which  will  gradually  increase  with  the  increase  of 
population  aud  assessed  property  of  the  town.  We  shall 
offer  at  the  annual  town  meeting  a resolution  permanently 
appropriating  for  library  purposes  a tax  of  three-fourths  of 
a mill,  or  seventy-five  cents  on  each  $1,000  of  the  grand  list. 
This  is  the  tax  originally  granted  to  us  in  October,  1891, 
and  which  was  changed  to  a fixed  sum  a few  years  later  at 
our  own  suggestion,  when  a general  increase  in  the  ratio  of 
assessment  was  made  ; and  as  this  tax  will  not,  of  course, 
come  in  until  April,  1908,  we  shall  ask  for  an  additional 
$1,000,  payable  in  October,  1907,  and  January,  1908,  to  make 
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the  income  for  the  remainder  of  this  year  equivalent  to  what 
it  will  be  in  the  future. 

It  is  known  to  the  public  that  by  the  will  of  Miss  Mary 
P.  Root  a bequest  is  made  to  this  library  which  will  proba- 
bly amount  to  a large  sum.  The  settlement  of  the  Root 
estates  will,  however,  take  a long  time,  and  the  payment  of 
the  library  bequest  may  then  be  postponed  by  other  provis- 
ions of  Miss  Root’s  will,  so  that  a year  or  more  will  certainly 
elapse  and  several  years  may  possibly  elapse  before  this 
bequest  will  actually  be  received.  The  voters  may  be 
assured  that  if  by  this  or  any  other  means  we  obtain  an 
income  which  will  enable  us  to  lessen  the  burden  on  the 
taxpayers,  we  shall  be  the  first  to  propose  the  proper  reduc- 
tion of  the  tax,  which  for  the  present  we  imperatively  need. 

The  esteem  and  affection  in  which  Miss  Root  was  held 
by  all  who  knew  her  is  deepened  by  this  disclosure  of  her 
munificent  provision  for  the  cause  of  education  and  popular 
culture,  for  which  she  did  so  much  during  her  life. 

The  vacancy  on  the  Board  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Dunbar  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  W.  L.  Barrett,  and 
William  S.  Ingraham  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Board. 

Of  our  library  staff,  Mr.  Wooding  has.  now  entered  upon 
his  sixteenth  year  of  service,  Miss  Peck  on  her  tenth  and 
Miss  Darrow  on  her  sixth.  The  new  children’s  work  will 
require  a special  assistant  to  have  charge  of  the  children’s 
room  during  the  hours  after  school  and  on  Saturday,  and 
we  have  engaged  for  that  work  Miss  May  Dailey.  We  have 
also  engaged  Mr.  P.  G.  Diefendorf  as  janitor  for  our  new 
building. 

Taking  up  now  the  detailed  report  of  the  work  of  the 
past  year,  the  falling  off  in  circulation  which  we  expected 
from  our  cramped  temporary  quarters  did  not  occur.  There 
was  a small  decrease  in  circulation  at  the  library  but  it  was 
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more  than  made  up  by  the  increase  of  circulation  through 
the  ungraded  schools.  The  issuance  of  books  for  home  use 
was  47,234,  of  which  39,244  was  from  the  main  library,  5,616 
from  the  Forestville  branch,  and  2,374  from  the  schools. 
The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  were : 
Total,  46,940;  main  library,  39,306;  Forestville,  5,600; 
schools,  1,584. 

The  total  circulation  was  classified  as  follows  : 

Juvenile,  12,397,  or  26.25$;  adult  fiction,  22,971,  or 
48.63$;  philosophy,  18 1,  or  .38$;  religion,  466,  or  .99$; 
sociology,  816,  or  1.73$;  philology,  29,  or  .06$;  natural 
science,  1,096,  or  2.32$;  useful  arts,  573,  or  1.21$  ; fine  arts, 
1,142,  or  2.42$;  literature,  1,178,  or  2.50$ ; history,  1,569,  or 
3.32$;  travel,  1,603,  or  3.39$;  biography,  1,001,  or  2.12$; 
magazines,  2,041,  or  4.32$  ; books  in  foreign  languages,  171, 
or  .36$  ; bibliography,  1. 

813  volumes  were  added  during  the  year,  and  167  with- 
drawn, making  a gain  during  the  year  of  646,  and  a present 
total  collection  of  14,307  bound  volumes. 

We  have  also  314  catalogued  pamphlets  and  manu- 
scripts. 

Of  the  accessions,  657  were  by  purchase,  54  by  binding 
periodicals,  and  102  by  gift,  as  follows:  From  the  State 

library  commission,  67  ; from  the  State  librarian,  7 ; from 
the  United  States  government,  7;  from  C.  L.  Wooding, 
superintendent  of  schools,  15  ; from  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Bristol  Congregational  church,  2 ; from  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Judd,  E,  Peck,  Yale  University,  Brandagee  & Smith,  1 each. 

Adopted  as  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Library  Direc- 
tors at  a meeting  duly  warned  and  held  on  September  7th, 
1907. 

Attest,  Epaphroditus  Peck,  Secretary. 


APPENDIX  A. 

CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  ORDERS. 
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Librarian  and  Assistants  : 

C.  L.  Wooding $900  00 

E.  Jennie  Peck 455  00 

Annie  W.  Darrow 146  10 

$1,501  10 

Purchase  of  Books  : 

The  Baker  & Taylor  Co $357  37 

McClure,  Phillips  & Co 36  10 

McDevitt-Wilson 22  43 

James  T.  White  Co 20  00 

The  Scientific  American 35  00 

The  E.  P.  Judd  Co 14  75 

S.  F.  McLean  & Co 9 95 

O.  Ditson  Co 9 00 

The  Union  Library  Association 11  97 

Atkinson,  Mentzer  & Grover 7 73 

The  Tabard  Inn  Library 3 87 

Silver,  Burdett  & Co 4 83 

Charles  E.  Lauriat  Co 3 00 

The  Publishers  Weekly 1 50 

Charles  Scribner’s  Sons  Co 1 00 

John  Wanamaker  — 1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  minor  payments  7 94 

$ 547  44 

Binding  of  Periodicals,  Pamphlets,  etc.  : 

Robert  Brooks $ 41  30 

A.  L.  Klunker 19  05 

$ 60  35 

Rebinding  of  Worn-out  Books  : 

Robert  Brooks $100  49 

A.  L.  Klunker 33  05 


133  54 


II 


Periodicals  : 

B O.  Barnard $161  50 

Hartford  Times  Co.  (2  copies) 8 00 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 9 00 

The  Dial  Co 2 00 

National  Geographical  Society 2 00 

The  Bristol  Press  Co.  (2  copies) I 50 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 1 00 

$ 185  00 

Heat  and  Light  : 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  light $135  98 

“ “ heat 29  07 

$ ' 165  05 

Care  of  Property  : 

Lester  Sigourney,  janitor $117  00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  paid  for  trimming  trees 4 00 

$ 121  00 

Insurance : 

M.  L.  Peck  & Son,  on  books $66  10* 

Library  Building  Fund  (3  years  insurance  on 
new  building,  $35,000,  @ 60c.  = $210,  less  the 
proportion  charged  to  the  building  fund)  . . .$198  34 

$ 264  44 

Miscellaneous: 

Bristol  Press  Co.,  printing $ 40  94 

S.  N.  E.  Tel.  Co.,  telephone 11  75 

Barrett  Bindery  Co.,  mag.  binders 10  58 

Hughes  & Bailey,  view  of  Bristol ....  5 00 

G.  A.  Warner,  P.  M.,  stamped  envelopes 10  60 

Burwell  & Barnes,  ice 2 74 

B.  O.  Barnard,  sundry  supplies 6 49 

Library  Bureau,  sundry  supplies 14  25 

Epaphroditus  Peck,  secretary 25  00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  minor  expenses 43  38 

$ 170  73 

Temporary  Quarters  During  Building  : 

Austin  Curtis,  rent $300  00 


* This  item  should  be  credited  with  $12  rebate  on  removal  into  new  building 
as  appears  by  Treasurer’s  report. 
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C.  L.  Wooding,  paid  for  cleaning,  moving,  etc.,  33  52 

F.  C.  Riggs,  painting  sign . ..  5 00 

Tramway  Co.,  installing  lights 16  42 

E.  A.  Hough,  moving  safe 10  90 

D.  L.  Whittlesey,  alterations,  etc ..  21  80 

Estate  W.  F.  Perkins,  painting,  etc 3 80 

C.  Funck  & Son,  moving  and  storing  furniture,  14  00  405  44 


$3,554  09 
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APPENDIX  B. 


Payments  to  September  4,  1907,  on  the  Library  Building  Fund* 


Charles  B.  Andrus,  general  contractor 128,314  00* 

Birdy  & Sheeran,  plumbing  and  gasfitting 1,443  43 

Roberts  & Arnold,  steamfitting 1,305  00* 

Peet,  McAnerney  & Powers,  electrical  equipment 867  00* 

W.  E.  Throop,  same 6 00 

Wilson  Potter,  architect 1,869  62* 

F.  A.  Shaffer,  electric  and  gas  lighting  fixtures 500  00* 

Maitland,  Armstrong  & Co.,  glass  work  for  front  doors  and 

transoms 160  75 

Library  Bureau,  counters  and  card  catalogue  745  00 

C.  Funck  8c  Son,  chairs  for  assembly  room 352  80 

Mosler  Safe  Co.,  vault  door 85  00 

A.  E.  Fish  & Co.,  screens 127  00 

W.  S.  Jones  Co. , shades 101  92 

B.  O.  Barnard,  book  supports 25  00 

Thomas  W.  Jones,  flag  and  pole 33  00 

Ira  Gaylord,  grading  and  making  lawn 169  16 

T.  H.  Harding,  redressing  old  furniture 15  00 

M L.  Peck  & Son,  insurance 235  80 


(Note — This  paid  for  insurance  until  June  5,  1910,  ; the  general 
library  fund  has  repaid  to  the  building  fund  $198  34  of  this,  making 
the  net  cost  of  insurance  while  building  $37.46.) 

W.  G.  Baxter,  assistance  to  the  committee  in  selecting 


colors 25  00 

Music  and  lemonade  for  the  opening  reception 42  65 

Labor  cleaning  and  moving 88  00 

Miscellaneous  small  items  of  expense 58  A 9 

$36,569  32 

Deduct  insurance  repaid  as  above ...  198  34 

Net  payments $36,370  98 


* The  items  starred  indicate  payments  on  account  only  ; addi- 
tional sums  will  be  due  to  the  payees  named. 


APPENDIX  C. 

PRESENT  STATE  OF  LIBRARY  BUILDING  FUND. 


Calista  B.  Norton  fund  with  interest $ 3,800  12 

C.  S.  Treadway  fund  with  interest 1,075  34 

Subscriptions  paid  to  date 37,481  50 

Interest  received  on  early  payments  121  64 

Sale  of  old  building  and  contents 200  00 

$42,678  60 

Payments  as  per  Appendix  B . .$36,370  98 

Now  on  hand 6,307  62 

$42,678  60 


Total  cost  of  building  and  furnishing  as  estimated $47,000  00 

Already  received  as  above $42,678  60 

Subscriptions  still  unpaid 2,741  50 

Estimated  deficit  (besides  the  cost  of  museum  equipment).  1,579  90 

$47,000  00 


i 


~u 


REPO RT 


OF  TIIE, 

Public  Library  Directors 

OF  THE 


TOWN  or  BRISTOL 


AUGUST  1,  1908. 

■ ' , 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  LIBRARY 
DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Voters  and  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Bristol : 

The  most  notable  feature  of  the  present  library  year 
has  been  the  occupancy  of  our  new  library  building  and 
the  great  increase  in  library  service  which  this  has  enabled 
us  to  give.  We  opened  the  new  building  for  regular  serv- 
ice on  August  15th,  1907,  having  closed  the  library  for  the 
preceding  two  weeks  for  removal.  The  present  library 
year,  ending  August  1st,  1908,  includes  only  fifty  weeks, 
therefore,  of  library  service. 

The  greatest  circulation  for  any  previous  year  was 
47,234  in  1906-7  ; this  year  it  has  been  57,852,  a gain  of 
10,618,  or  22^4  per  cent.  The  circulation  at  the  main 
library  increased  24.9  per  cent,  over  that  of  1906-7,  while 
the  circulation  at  the  Forestville  branch  increased  12  per 
cent.  This  unexpected  increase  at  Forestville  suggests 
that  the  slackness  of  work  in  the  factories  had  something 
to  do  with  the  increased  library  use,  as  well  as  the 
new  library  building.  A period  of  slack  work  nearly  always 
carries  an  increased  demand  upon  the  public  library. 

There  are  only  eight  public  libraries  in  Connecticut 
having  a larger  circulation  than  our  own,  and  all  of  these 
are  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  state.  Our  percentage  of 
library  circulation  to  population  much  exceeds  that  in  any 
of  those  cities.  The  latest  available  statistics  show  that  the 
people  of  New  Haven  take  from  their  public  library  2.11 
A 


books  per  capita  each  year;  Hartford  2.62;  Bridgeport  2.53; 
Waterbury  1.90;  Meriden  2.26;  New  Britain  3.97;  Norwich 
3.83  ; New  London  3.90;  while  the  proportion  of  Bristol, 
figured  on  exactly  the  same  basis,  is  4. 11,  and,  brought 
down  to  the  present  year,  and  based  on  an  estimate  of 
12,500  population,  our  circulation  is  4.63  per  capita. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  exact  statistics  of  the  other 
uses  of  the  public  library,  but  it  is  evident  to  any  one  who 
goes  often  into  the  library  that  the  use  of  the  reading  rooms 
has  very  largely  increased,  probably  doubled.  The  reading 
rooms,  having  more  than  twice  the  capacity  of  those  in  the 
old  building,  are  not  infrequently  substantially  filled  with 
readers  of  magazines,  newspapers  and  books. 

The  increase  of  library  patronage  is  especially*  great 
among  children,  a natural  result  of  our  charming  children’s 
room.  A large  part  of  the  children  of  the  town  are  accus- 
tomed to  come  in,  sit  at  the  tables,  look  at  the  pictures  and 
books,  and  often  select  books  to  take  home.  The  educa- 
tional and  refining  effect  of  this  familiarity  with  good  books 
and  pictures  upon  hundreds  of  young  people,  many  of 
whom  have  no  similar  opportunity  at  home,  cannot  be  too 
highly  estimated  ; it  certainly  ought  to  produce  a future 
generation  of  book  readers  and  lovers.  Almost  exactly 
one-third  of  the  books  issued  in  the  library  building  are 
taken  by  children  from  the  children’s  room. 

The  assembly  room  has  also  admirably  fulfilled  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  planned  and  met  a real  need  of 
the  community.  During  the  winter  it  was  used  one  or  more 
evenings  almost  every  week  for  the  various  functions  too 
large  for  a private  house  and  not  large  enough  for  the  Opera 
House  or  Armory. 

Every  improvement  in  library  facilities  which  broadens 


the  class  of  library  patrons,  and  brings  in  new  readers, 
increases  at  the  beginning  the  proportional  demand  for 
fiction.  Those  who  are  forming  the  reading  habit  com- 
monly begin  with  the  lighter  classes  of  books.  And  it  is 
also  true  that  as  new  readers  become  habitual  readers  they 
confine  themselves  less  exclusively  to  fiction.  The  normal 
course  of  library  circulation  is,  therefore,  to  change  slowly 
in  the  direction  of  less  fiction  and  more  of  other  classes  of 
books  ; but  with  an  increase  in  fiction  whenever  anything 
occurs  to  increase  suddenly  the  number  of  readers. 

Our  own  library  shows  this  tendency  very  clearly.  In 
its  first  year,  1892-3,  the  proportion  of  adult  fiction  taken 
was  62.5  percent.;  in  1896-7,  the  last  year  in  the  Ebers 
, tenement,  this  proportion  had  fallen  to  56.3  per  cent.  ; the 
change  to  the  wooden  building  on  our  present  site  caused  a 
considerable  increase  of  circulation  and  a slight  rise  in  the 
fiction  percentage  to  57;  from  that  time  to  last  year  it  had 
gradually  fallen  to  48.6  per  cent.,  and  this  year’s  popular 
change  has  again  raised  it  to  50.4  per  cent. 

The  constantly  increasing  attractiveness  of  the  library 
to  children,  and  the  promotion  of  children’s  reading  in  the 
public  schools,  has  brought  about  a steady  and  rapid  in- 
crease in  the  use  of  children’s  books,  chiefly,  of  course, 
stories. 

Ten  years  ago  children’s  stories  made  up  21.8  per  cent, 
of  our  total  circulation,  and  adult  fiction  54.9  per  cent., 
leaving  23.3  per  cent,  of  non-fiction  ; this  year  the  per- 
centage of  juvenile  fiction  is  27.5  per  cent,  of  adult  fiction 
50.4  per  cent,  and  of  non-fiction  22.1  percent. 

This  slight  proportional  decrease  of  non-fiction  means, 
however,  a large  increase  in  the  absolute  number.  In 
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1897-8  the  number  of  volumes  of  non-fiction  taken  out  was 
9,321  ; in  1907-8,  12,761. 

To  state  the  facts  in  another  way,  the  use  of  non- 
fiction has  increased  in  ten  years  about  25  per  cent.,  that  of 
adult  fiction  57  per  cent.,  that  of  children’s  stories  over  100 
per  cent. 

We  expected  a considerable  increase  of  expenses  in  the 
new  library,  but  the  increase  has  been  larger  than  was  an- 
ticipated ; and  the  resulting  shortage  of  funds,  together 
with  the  deficit  in  the  library  building  fund,  has  been  a 
source  of  embarrassment  to  the  library  directors. 

The  town’s  grant  of  a three-fourths  mill  library  tax  has 
generously  and  sufficiently  provided  for  our  future  ex- 
penses, but  the  first  payments  under  this  tax  were  made  in 
April,  and  were  credited  to  our  account  in  May,  while  the 
increased  expenses  of  our  library  began  to  be  felt  in  August 
and  continued  through  the  winter,  resulting  in  a deficit  on 
general  expense  account  of  $1,331.19  to  May  1st. 

The  total  cost  of  the  library  building  and  equipment 
complete  was  $47,392.04;  adding  to  this  sum  $91.75  interest 
on  the  temporary  loans  required  makes  a total  expenditure 
from  the  library  building  fund  of  $47,483.79.  The  amount 
received  to  date  from  subscribers  to  the  building  fund  is 
$39,412.90;  from  the  Calista  B.  Norton  fund,  $3,812;  from 
the  C.  S.  Treadway  fund,  $1,075.34;  from  interest  and  sale 
of  old  material,  $338.64,  making  total  receipts  on  building 
account  of  $44,627.  This  shows  a deficit  to  date  on  build- 
ing account  of  $2,856.79. 

To  cover  these  two  deficits,  aggregating  over  $4,200,  # 
the  library  directors  had  no  resource  except  their  individual 
credit,  and  accordingly  we  borrowed  on  our  personal  notes 


the  necessary  sums  to  pay  the  bills,  both  on  the  building 
and  for  running  expenses. 

The  amount  received  for  taxes  in  May  hardly  more 
than  paid  these  notes,  and  apparently  we  must  meet  nearly 
the  entire  expense  of  the  current  year  in  the  same  way. 

There  is  still  unpaid  on  library  subscriptions  $894,  of 
which  we  expect  to  receive  the  greater  part  eventually ; and 
the  permanent  tax  will  enable  us,  with  economy  in  expend- 
. itures,  to  gradually  reduce  the  debt;  but  it  is  evident  that 
it  will  continue  for  several  years  and  must  be  carried  by  the 
personal  credit  of  the  directors,  unless  some  part  of  the 
Root  bequest  should  become  available  or  some  other  gifts 
should  come  to  us. 

The  principal  increase  in  library  expense  is  for  heat,  light 
and  salaries.  The  cost  of  lighting  the  present  building  has 
exceeded  that  of  the  old  building  nearly  $200,  and  of  heat- 
ing it  over  $200.  The  children’s  room  has  required  a new 
attendant  for  part  of  the  day  at  an  annual  expense  of  about 
$250;  the  expense  for  janitor’s  salary  has  increased  from 
$12  to  $25  a month.  The  librarian  for  several  years  past 
has  divided  his  time  between  the  library  service,  the  work 
of  superintendent  of  schools,  and  that  of  secretary  of  the 
water  company.  At  the  beginning  of  this  year  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  library  would  require  a greater  part  of  his 
time,  and  we  asked  him  to  give  up  the  school  superinten- 
dency. This  was  effected  February  1st,  1908,  and  his  salary 
was  increased  from  $75  to  $100  a month  from  that  time. 
We  may  add  that  this  change  involved  a considerable  loss 
of  salary  to  Mr.  Wooding,  which  he  has  willingly  borne  in 
order  to  give  the  library  better  service. 

In  addition  to  these  definite  and  large  items  of  increase 


the  great  increase  of  use  of  the  library  has  resulted  in  a 
general  increase  of  all  our  expenses. 

Our  expenditures  in  book  purchase  have  somewhat  in- 
creased, though  by  no  means  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  books  acquired.  This  is  caused  partly  by  the  very  great 
demand  for  new  books  from  the  great  number  of  new 
readers,  and  partly  by  the  depression  of  business  which  has 
led  many  booksellers  to  offer  extraordinary  bargains  to  com 
vert  excessive  stocks  into  cash.  We  have  spent  during  th£ 
year  $867.50  in  book  buying,  and  have  added  to  the  library 
1,549  volumes;  1,053  by  purchase.  A simple  problem  in 
division  will  show  that  we  have  paid  on  an  average  only 
eighty-two  cents  per  volume  for  the  books  purchased. 

We  have  also  received  unusually  valuable  accessions  by 
gift  this  year,  as  will  appear  from  the  detailed  list  of  acces- 
sions later.  Especial  mention  should  be  made  of  the  gift 
from  Mrs.  Carrington.  We  have  before  received  gifts  from 
the  library  of  Dr.  Henry  A.  Carrington,  both  during  his  life 
and  since  his  death,  chiefly  in  the  fields  of  science  and  phil- 
osophy. This  summer  Mrs.  Carrington  offered  to  give  the 
library  such  Volumes  from  Dr.  Carrington’s  professional 
library  as  we  thought  valuable.  Drs.  George  A.  Shepard 
and  A.  S.  Brackett  made  the  selection,  and  the  library  thus 
became  the  owner  of  a well-selected  professional  library  of 
medicine.  Many  books  of  other  classes  were  added  to  the 
gift,  making  a total  of  179  volumes.  We  have  never  re- 
ceived so  valuable  a gift  of  books,  except  by  the  bequest 
of  Mrs.  Parthenia  T.  Norton  of  her  entire  library. 

We  also  received  from  Miss  Julia  I.  Briggs  82  volumes, 
mostly  fiction,  from  Mr.  James  Shepard  of  New  Britain  27 
volumes  in  local  history  and  genealogy,  and  from  Hubert 
D.  Royce  the  official  Naval  Records  of  the  Civil  War,  21 


volumes,  from  the  library  of  his  brother,  Capt.  Royce  of  the 
U.  S.  Navy. 

The  large  accessions  of  the  year  have  brought  our 
library  to  an  aggregate  of  15,603  volumes. 

Our  shortage  of  funds  has  prevented  our  taking  up  the 
installment  of  the  Williams  collection  and  the  equipment  of 
the  museum,  which  is  available  to  us  whenever  we  are  ready 
to  receive  it.  We  hope  that  that  time  may  not  be  long  de- 
layed. 

Our  former  library  staff  remains  unchanged : Mr. 

Wooding  librarian,  Miss  Peck  and  Miss  Darrow  assistants. 
Miss  Dailey  began  her  work  as  assistant  in  charge  of  the 
children’s  room  with  the  opening  of  the  new  building  and  the 
directors  are  highly  pleased  with  her  success  in  that  depart- 
ment. P.  G-  Diefendorf  was  engaged  as  janitor  of  the  new 
building  and  has  given  good  satisfaction. 

To  this  general  survey  of  the  library  history  of  the  year 
we  add  the  usual  detailed  statistics. 

The  total  issuance  of  books  at  the  main  library  was 
49,002,  of  which  16,285  were  issued  in  the  children’s  depart- 
ment ; at  the  Forestville  branch,  6,383  ; through  the  un- 
graded schools,  2,467;  total  circulation,  57,852. 

This  circulation  is  classified  as  follows:  Juvenile  fic- 

tion 15,925,  adult  fiction  29,166,  philosophy  21 1,  religion 
41 1,  sociology  1,385,  philology  and  bibliography  50,  natural 
science  1,169,  useful  arts  622,  fine  arts  993,  literature  1,114, 
history  1,543,  travel  and  geography  1,627,  biography  1,017, 
magazines  bound  and  unbound  2,213,  books  in  foreign  lan- 
guages 406. 

We  added  to  the  library  during  the  year  1,549  volumes 
and  retired  253,  a gain  of  1,296,  making  a present  collection 
of  15,603  bound  volumes,  besides  360  catalogued  pamphlets 
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and  manuscripts.  Of  the  accessions  1,053  were  by  pur- 
chase, 76  from  the  Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee, 
45  U.  S.  government  publications,  23  state  publications,  21 
from  the  superintendent  of  schools,  and  331  by  gift  as  fol- 
lows: From  Mrs.  Carrington  179,  Miss  Julia  I.  Briggs  82, 

James  Shepard  27,  Hubert  D.  Royce  21,  G.  L.  Raymond  3, 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Howlett  2,  Yale  University  2,  the  Adkins 
Printing  Co.,  A.  S.  Barnes,  E.  S.  Balch,  Bristol  Congrega- 
tional Missionary  Society,  the  Canadian  Superintendent  of 
Immigration,  Harvard  University,  Vahan  Cardashian, 
Bishop  C.  C.  Grafton,  D.  C.  Kilbourn,  Mrs.  Johnson  of  New 
Britain,  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Marr,  W.  C.  Richards,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Sessions,  Charles  F.  Schmelz,  the  Thomas  Publishing  Co., 
one  each. 

Of  the  accessions  about  two-fifths  were  of  fiction,  205 
of  juvenile  fiction,  407  adult  fiction,  1 1 general  books,  26 
philosophy,  57  religion,  127  sociology,  15  philology,  72  nat- 
ural science,  200  useful  arts  (including  most  of  the 
Carrington  library),  58  fine  arts,  66  literature,  88  history,  86 
travel,  65  biography,  66  bound  magazines.  We  think  it  will 
appear  that  our  buying  is  of  as  solid  a character  as  the  de- 
mand warrants. 

Acquisitions  of  especial  value,  not  already  mentioned, 
are  : Cyclopaedia  of  architecture,  carpentry  and  building, 

IO  vols.,  of  chemistry  8 vols.,  of  engineering  5 vols.,  and  of 
modern  shop  practice  4 vols.,  by  the  American  Correspond- 
ence School,  Catholic  Encyclopaedia,  vols.  1 to  3,  Villari’s 
First  Two  Centuries  of  Florentine  History,  2 vols.,  Sey- 
mour’s life  in  the  Homeric  Age,  Merivale’s  History  of  the 
Romans  under  the  Empire,  7 vols.,  Baird’s  Huguenots, 
Henry  of  Navarre,  and  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes, 
4 vols.,  Hazlett’s  Faiths  and  Folklore,  2 vols.,  Lawton’s  Life 


and  Work  of  Rodin,  Ditmar’s  Reptile  Book,  Chapman’s 
Warblers  of  North  America,  Muether’s  History  of  Paint- 
ing, Bacon’s  Old  New  England  Churches,  Marshall’s  Mosses 
and  Lichens,  Cole’s  Old  Spanish  Masters,  Carl  Schurz’s 
Reminiscences,  2 vols.,  Carter’s  Law,  its  Origin,  Nature  and 
Functions;  Wiley’s  Foods  and  their  Adulterations,  Curtin’s 
The  Mongols,  the  score  of  Wagner’s  Das  Rheingold. 

The  number  of  borrower’s  cards  now  outstanding  is 
2,662  ; 967  were  issued  at  the  main  library  duing  the  year 
and  561  retired,  a gain  of  406  ; 124  were  issued  and  82  re- 
tired at  the  branch,  a gain  of  42.  Total  gain  448. 

The  usual  classified  list  of  library  orders  follows. 

Adopted  as  the  report  of  the  Library  Directors  at  their 
meeting  held  September  5th,  1908. 

Attest,  Epaphroditus  Peck,  Secretary. 


CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  ORDERS. 


(For  annual  running  expenses  only;  payments  on  building  account 
are  not  included.) 


Librarian  and  Assistants: 

C.  L.  Wooding $1,050  00 

E.  Jennie  Peck 480  00 

Annie  W.  Darrow 121  70 

May  W.  Dailey. 226  60 

Emma  Winslow 3 50 

$1,881  80 

Purchase  of  Books: 

The  Baker  & Taylor  Co $ 426  70 

The  Union  Library  Association 97  75 

McDevitt-Wilson 79  62 

Theo  E.  Schulte 50  75 

H.  R,  Hunting  Co 43  15 

Scientific  American 35  00 

Little,  Brown  & Co. ...  ....  24  75 

John  Wanamaker 20  05 

H.  B.  Claflin  Co 13  85 

Smith  Book  Co lo  10 

C.  Scribner’s  Sons  Co 12  00 

R.  Appleton  Co 12  00 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 10  75 

Niel  Morrow  Ladd  Book  Co 6 60 

Burrows  Brothers  Co 4 75 

O.  Ditson  Co 4 50 

Publishers  Weekly 1 50 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  minor  payments 10  68 

$ 867  50 

Binding  of  Periodicals  and  Pamphlets  : 

Robert  Brooks $ 82  00 

Rebinding  of  Worn-out  Books  : 

Robert  Brooks $ 41  85 

Becher  & Eitel 103  16 

Dura  Binding  Co 64  98 


$ 209  99 
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Periodicals : 

B.  O.  Barnard $ 1(37  80 

Hartford  Courant  (2  yrs.) 8 00 

Hartford  Times  (2  copies) 8 00 

The  Publishers’  Weekly 7 00 

Bristol  Press  (2  copies) 1 50 

B.  P.  Co.  for  Springfield  Republican 2 75 

The  Dial 2 00 

Educational  Press  Co 1 00 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding  (paid  for  Collier’s  Weekly) . 4 50 

$ 203  55 

Heat  and  Light : 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  electricity $ 319  31 

Same,  gas 79  80 

Same,  steam  heat 274  00 

$ 073  II 

Care  of  Property  : 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  janitor . $ 301  00 

Fitch  Dustdown  Co.,  supplies (>  73 

C.  L.  Wooding,  street  sprinkling  tax  paid. . 11  93 

repairs  paid 0 78 

Birdy  & Sheeran,  repairs 33  13 

N.  E.  Nystrom,  repairs 4 05 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  repairs 48 

$ 304  70 

Miscellaneous  Expenditures  : 

Bristol  Press  Co.,  printing $ 88  90 

Bristol  Water  Co.,  water 29  70 

M.  L.  Peck  & Son,  insurance 00  00 

Library  Bureau,  library  supplies 31  21 

A.  Curtis,  rent  during  removal.  10  07 

G.  A.  Warner,  P.  M.,  stamped  envelopes.. . 21  24 

S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co.,  telephone  service. . 17  83 

B.  O.  Barnard,  supplies 11  50 

C.  Funck  & Son,  supplies 9 10 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  supplies 8 45 

W.  S.  Jones  & Co.,  mat 4 50 

C.  H.  Terry,  work 0 50 
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Wm.  G.  Johnston  & Co.,  newspaper  holders  $7  20 

Saxton  & Strong,  ladder 3 15 

Alice  E.  Brown,  typewriting 3 50 

- Shaffer-Marsh  Co.,  supplies ...  1 75 

Formacone  Co.,  disinfectants 3 50 

Hammond  Typewriter  Co.,  ribbons 3 75 

E.  Peck,  secretary 25  00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  miscellaneous  payments....  66  38 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  “ “ 6 08 

Bristol  Savings  Bank,  interest 36  75 

$ 462  72 

Total  current  expense §54,745  37 

We  have  this  day  audited  the  above  account  and  find  it  correct. 

JOHN  T.  CHIDSEY, 

THOMAS  H.  BROWN, 

Town  Auditors. 


Bristol,  September  12,  1908. 


Bristol  Public  Library 


Report 


for 


Year  Ending  July  31,  1909, 


BRISTOL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Library  Directors  : 

However  Bristol  may  compare  with  other  towns  in 
other  respects,  it  may  be  stated  with  confidence  that  few 
towns  of  its  size  have  a public  library  so  commodiously 
housed,  so  available  to  the  public,  or,  as  demonstrated  by 
its  use,  better  appreciated  and  enjoyed.  The  new  building, 
built  by  popular  subscription,  has  now  been  occupied  two 
years,  and  use  demonstrates  that  it  is  remarkably  well 
adapted  for  library  purposes.  It  is  no  more  than  a state- 
ment of  fact  to  say  that  it  is  as  much  admired  by  visitors  as 
it  is  enjoyed  by  its  patrons. 

The  building  was  closed  to  the  public  but  four  days 
during  the  year  ending  July  31,  1909,  the  period  covered  by 
this  report,  viz.:  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Good  Friday  and 
the  Fourth  of  July.  Labor  Day,  New  Year’s  and  Memorial 
Day  all  departments  are  open  till  one  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon. Sunday  afternoons  throughout  the  year  the  reading- 
room  is  open  from  two  to  six.  All  other  days  in  the  year 
all  departments  are  open  from  nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon 
till  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening.  Few  libraries  open  their 
reading  rooms  Sundays  during  the  summer  months.  I know 
of  none  other  where  the  children’s  room  is  open  the  same 
hours  as  other  departments. 
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The  building  is  not  merely  unlocked  practically  the  en- 
tire day — it  is  open  in  the  broadest  sense.  Unrestricted 
access  is  allowed  to  the  books  on  the  stacks  in  the  main  de- 
partment. The  books  in  the  children's  room  are  on  low 
shelves  within  reach  of  all.  The  reference  room  is  open  at 
all  times  and  is  in  direct  communication  with  the  main  read- 
ing room  and  the  stack  room.  The  newspapers  in  the  read- 
ing room  are  on  tables,  racks  and  shelves  where  the  reader 
can  help  himself.  In  short,  it  is  the  aim  to  put  the  books 
and  periodicals  in  the  hands  of  the  public  to  whom  they  be- 
long with  as  little  formality  as  possible  : to  make  the  library 
something  more  than  a mere  store  house  of  books — a con- 
duit rather  than  a reservoir  for  knowledge. 

The  patronage  of  the  reading  and  reference  rooms  and 
the  number  of  books  given  out  for  home  reading  shows  that 
this  aim  is  being  accomplished  in  a gratifying  manner.  A 
year  ago  it  was  reported  that  the  circulation  in  i9C>7-’o8was 
22 y2  per  cent  more  than  in  any  previous  year.  This  remark- 
able increase  was  probably  due  to  the  stimulus  of  the  new 
building  and  it  would  have  been  unreasonable  to  expect 
that  the  percentage  of  gain  could  be  increased.  Nevertheless 
the  circulation  of  last  year  was  not  only  maintained  but  the 
increase  during  the  year  just  closed  wras  nearly  as  great,  the 
circulation  having  been  41  1-2  per  cent  more  than  in 
I9o6-’c>7.  The  circulation  has  nearly  doubled  in  ten  years. 
The  increase  at  the  Forestville  branch  the  past  year  w-as 
greater  proportionately  than  it  was  at  the  main  library,  it 
having  increased  nearly  50  per  cent.  The  circulation  through 
the  schools  increased  more  than  50  per  cent. 

The  circulation  during  the  year  ending  July  31  in  the 
several  departments  was  as  follows  : 


August 

Main  desk. 

3009 

Children’s 

Room. 

1231 

Branch. 

784 

Total 

5024 

September 

2723 

1018 

636 

4377 

October 

1243 

750 

4943 

November 

2820 

1447 

815 

5082 

December 

2876 

1412' 

836 

5124 

January 

1672 

892 

5995 

February  . . . . . 

1782 

796 

5680 

March 

1845 

921 

6245 

April 

2904 

1511 

800 

5215 

May 

1258 

788 

5072 

June 

2804 

1497 

746 

5047 

July 

2904 

1466 

762 

5132 

Schools 

36028 

17382 

9526 

62936 

3890 

Total 06826 

Of  the  total  number  of  books  given  out  54  per  cent 
were  issued  at  the  main  desk,  26  per  cent  in  the  children’s 
room,  14  per  cent  at  the  branch,  and  6 per  cent  through 
the  schools.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  circulation  in 
the  children’s  department  is  practically  one-half  the  circula- 
tion at  the  main  desk,  while  the  circulation  at  the  branch  is, 
in  turn,  about  one-half  the  circulation  in  the  children’s  de- 
partment. These  ratios  have  prevailed  since  the  children’s 
room  was  opened. 

The  total  circulation  is  classified  as  follows  : Juvenile 
fiction,  18194;  adult  prose  fiction,  33589;  philosophy,  283  ; 
religion,  500;  sociology,  1562;  philology,  56;  natural  sci- 
ence, 1226;  useful  arts,  1052;  fine  arts,  1063  ; literature, 
1524;  history,  1885  ; travel,  2232  ; biography,  1341  ; maga- 
zines, 2015  ; foreign,  304.  27  1-4  per  cent  of  the  circulation 
was  classed  as  juvenile,  and  50  1-4  per  cent  as  adult  prose 
fiction,  as  compared  with  27  1-2  per  cent  and  50  2-5  per  cent 
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respectively  the  preceding  year.  Relatively  the  issue  of 
non-fiction  books  increased  but  slightly  the  past  year — 2-5 
per  cent  ; absolutely  it  increased  considerably,  as  2282  more 
non-fiction  books  were  issued  last  year  than  the  year  before, 
a gain  of  18  per  cent  last  year  and  of  over  61  per  cent  in 
two  years. 

Statistics  compiled  in  our  own  library  show  that  the 
average  book  will  not  go  out  thirty  times  before  it  must  be 
rebound.  After  rebinding  it  will  circulate  perhaps  sixty 
times.  Few  books  repay  to  rebind  more  than  once.  From 
these  figures  it  is  evident  that  the  wear  and  tear  on  the 
library  of  last  year’s  circulation,  can  be  measured  as  2227 
books  needing  rebinding  or  1114  rebound  books  worn  out. 
As  a matter  of  fact  780  volumes  were  rebound  last  year  at 
an  average  cost  of  30  cents  a volume  and  95  volumes  were 
bound  for  the  first  time  at  an  average  cost  of  62  cents  per 
volume  ; 267  volumes  were  worn  out  and  retired  from  circu- 
lation. Last  year  $41.02  more  was  spent  for  binding  than 
the  previous  year.  The  binding  bill  will  continue  to  increase 
and  is  bound  to  be  a considerable  item  if  the  library  con- 
tinues to  be  popular. 

The  estimated  population  of  Bristol  is  12,600,  the  esti- 
mate being  based  on  the  school  enumeration.  On  this  basis 
the  circulation  last  year  was  equivalent  to  5.28  books  for 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  town,  or  a book  once  in  two 
weeks  for  each  family  ; or  it  was  equivalent  to  giving  out 
every  volume  in  the  library  4.3  times. 

There  were  16761  volumes  in  the  library  July  31,  1909. 
1425  were  added  during  the  past  year  and  267  retired.  Of 
the  volumes  added  407  were  put  in  the  children’s  room,  961 
volumes  were  purchased  from  the  general  fund  at  an  ave- 
rage cost  of  87  cents,  57  were  acquired  by  binding  maga- 


zines,  5 were  church  records  loaned  by  the  Bristol  Congre- 
gational Church,  113  were  charged  to  the  Andrew  Ingraham 
Fund  and  289  were  acquired  by  gift  as  follows  : 


American  Steel  and  Wire  Co 1 

Arthur  S.  Barnes 14 

Carlyle  F.  Barnes 1 

Cambria  Steel  Co 1 

Mrs.  Leontine  M.  Carrington 1 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee 76 

Connecticut  State  Librarian 9 

Crosby  Steam  Gage  and  Valve  Co 1 

Emmett  Densmore? 1 

W.  A.  Dunbar 1 

Stephen  M.  Griswold 1 

T.  I.  Gwillim 1 

Harvard  University 2 

Hawaiian  Gazette  Co 1 

Home  Protection  Publishing  Co 1 

Paul  N.  Kemble 1 

Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Marr 1 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Morrison 54 

George  L.  Raymond 1 

Hubert  D.  Royce 1 

Rural  New  Yorker 1 

James  Shepard  1 

B.  F.  Sturtevant  Co 2 

Slason  Thompson 1 

U.  S.  Government  Publications 90 

Vivisection  Reform  Society 1 

Mrs.  Mary  Wreld 10 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Wightman 4 

F.  H.  Williams,  M.  D 5 

David  Williams  Co ...  1 

C.  L.  Wooding 2 

Yale  University 1 
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Mr.  Andrew  Ingraham  in  his  will  made  the  library  one 
of  the  residuary  legatees  of  his  estate.  The  amount  thus 
acquired  by  the  library — $408.47 — became  available  during 
the  past  year.  The  Board  of  Library  Directors  decided,  as 
its  use  was  not  designated  by  the  donor,  to  use  this  sum  for 
the  purchase  of  non-fiction  books  and  to  designate  books 
thus  purchased  by  placing  below  the  book-plate  a statement 
that  they  were  purchased  with  the  Andrew  Ingraham  Fund. 
In  fact,  in  every  book  given  the  library  there  is  placed  a 
statement  of  that  fact  with  the  name  of  the  donor. 

The  books  presented  by  Mrs.  Morrison  were  from  the 
library  of  her  deceased  daughter,  Dorothy,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  regular  patrons  of  the  public  library,  and  whose 
books  now  in  the  children’s  room  will  give  pleasure  to  many 
a child. 

No  doubt  there  are  many  books  in  town,  specially  chil- 
dren’s books  and  fiction,  which  have  been  read  and  laid 
aside.  The  novels  having  been  read  are  no  longer  of  ser- 
vice, and  the  children  for  whom  the  juvenile  books  were 
purchased  have  grown  away  from  them.  The  call  for  books 
of  the  classes  mentioned  above — children’s  books  and  fic- 
tion— is  specially  heavy  at  the  library,  and  gifts  of  good 
books  in  those  classes  will  be  very  much  appreciated.  The 
fact  that  they  may  be  shelf-worn  will  not  detract  from  their 
usefulness. 

The  principal  additions  to  the  library,  other  than  those 
mentioned  above,  were  : 

New  International  Encyclopaedia,  16  v.;  Nelson’s  En- 
cyclopaedia, 12  v.;  Catholic  Encyclopaedia,  v.  4-5  ; Cyclo- 
paedia of  Drawing,  2 v.,  by  American  School  of  Corres- 
pondence; World’s  Wit  and  Humor,  14  v.;  Accounting 
Practice,  by  C.  M.  Day;  American  Birds,  by  W.  L.  Finley; 


American  Insects,  by  V.  L.  Kellogg  ; Bristol,  Conn.,  by  E. 
N.  and  G.  B.  Smith  ; China  and  the  Allies,  2 v.,  by  A.  H. 
S.  Landor  ; Development  of  Modern  Europe,  2 v.,  by  J.  L. 
Robinson  and  C.  A.  Beard  ; Diary  of  John  Evelyn,  3 v.; 
Dynasts,  3 v.,  by  Thomas  Hardy  ; Famous  Women,  ed.  by 
Esther  Singleton  ; Florida  Enchantments,  by  A.  W.  and  J. 
A.  Dimock  ; France  of  To-day,  by  Barrett  Wendell  ; Gov- 
ernment of  England,  2 v.,  by  A.  L.  Lowell  ; Her  Majesty’s 
Tower,  2 v.,  by  W.  H.  Dixon  ; Heroines  of  Missionary  Ad- 
venture, by  E.  C.  Dawson  ; History  of  English  Literature, 
3 v.,  by  H.  A.  Taine  ; History  of  the  Popes,  3 v.,  by  Leo- 
pold von  Ranke  ; Hydraulics,  by  Mansfield  Merriman  ; In- 
dia, by  J.  P.  Jones  ; Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  a criticism,  3 
v.,  by  Frederika  Macdonald  ; Life  of  Thomas  Bailey 
Aldrich,  by  Ferris  Greenset ; Modern  American  Machine 
Tools,  by  C.  H.  Benjamin  ; Our  Domestic  Animals,  by  Gos 
de  Voogt  ; Philosophy  of  Royalty,  by  Josiah  Royce  ; Profit- 
Making  in  Shop  and  Factory  Management,  by  C.  W.  Car. 
penter  ; Psychotherapy,  by  Hugo  Munsterberg  ; Reminis- 
cences, v.  3,  by  Carl  Schurz  ; Reminiscences,  by  Lady  Ran- 
dolph Churchill ; Reminiscences,  2 v.,  by  W.  M.  Rossetti ; 
Soul  of  Spain,  by  Havelock  Ellis;  Talleyrand,  by  Joseph 
McCabe  ; To  the  Top  of  the  Continent,  by  F.  A.  Cook  ; 
Venice,  the  place  and  the  people,  2 v.,  by  F.  M.  Crawford  ; 
World’s  Pictures,  by  Dorothy  and  Mortimer  Mempes  ; 
World’s  Commercial  Products,  by  W.  G.  Freeman. 

Many  library  reports,  lists  of  accessions,  etc.,  were  re- 
ceived in  exchange  and  by  gift. 

A portrait  of  Mozart,  suitably  framed,  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Libray  by  the  Music  Club  of  Bristol,  1907. 

The  accessions  were  classified  as  follows  : Juvenile  fic- 
tion, 297;  adult  prose  fiction,  417;  reference,  43  ; philoso- 
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phy,  1 7;  religion,  21  ; sociology,  111  ; philology,  7 ; natural 
science,  43  ; useful  arts,  95  ; fine  arts,  52  ; literature,  86  ; 
history,  58;  travel,  64 ; biography,  57;  magazines,  57.  Of 
the  entire  number  added  20  6-7  per  cent  were  classed  as 
juvenile,  and  29  1-5  per  cent  as  adult  prose  fiction.  Practi- 
cally half  the  volumes  added  were  not  fiction.  This  would 
indicate  that  as  many  volumes  of  a substantial  character 
were  added  as  was  justified  with  a circulation,  77  1-2  per 
cent  of  which  was  fiction.  There  are  also  453  catalogued 
pamphlets  in  the  library. 

The  number  of  borrowers’  cards  outstanding  July  31, 
1909,  was  3,077  ; 933  were  issued  at  the  main  library  during 
the  year  and  592  retired  ; 165  were  issued  at  the  branch 
and  91  retired.  Total  net  gain,  415. 

As  stated  in  the  last  report  the  increased  cost  of  main- 
tenance in  the  new  building  so  exceeded  the  town  appro- 
priation that  it  was  necessary  for  the  directors  to  borrow 
$1,800  on  their  individual  credit  in  anticipation  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  taxes  in  April,  1908.  It  was  necessary  to  borrow 
$2,250  more  in  the  same  manner  to  settle  the  account  with 
the  Building  Fund.  The  amount  received  from  the  3-4 
mill  tax  was  barely  sufficient  to  pay  these  loans,  and  in 
June,  1908,  the  directors  again  borrowed  on  their  own 
credit  to  pay  current  expenses,  giving  a note  due  in  May, 
1909,  when  taxes  would  again  be  available.  Two  more 
notes  were  given  later,  the  total  amount  borrowed  being 
$3,000.  The  income  from  taxes  last  May  was  sufficient  to 
cancel  these  notes,  pay  current  bills  to  date,  and  leave  in 
the  treasury,  as  reported  by  the  town  treasurer  at  the 
present  time,  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  bills  due  in  Sep- 
tember. In  October  it  will  be  necessary  to  borrow  again. 

The  deficit  was  reduced  $1,050  during  the  past  year; 
$525  of  this  amount  came  from  the  general  fund  and  the 
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same  amount  from  redeemed  pledges  to  the  Building  Fund. 
At  this  rate  it  will  be  five  or  six  years  before  the  deficits  in 
the  Building  Fund  and  in  the  current  expense  account  of 
I907-’o8  are  wiped  out.  It  is  unfortunate  with  the  oppor- 
tunities for  extended  service  provided  in  the  new  building — 
such  as  the  installation  of  Dr.  Williams’  archaelogical  col- 
lection— that  the  library  should  be  handicapped  by  this 
shortage.  Most  of  the  expenses,  as  salaries  and  light  and 
heat,  are  fixed.  A lack  of  funds  means  not  only  that  new 
departures  in  library  administration  cannot  be  made,  but 
also  that  fewer  books  can  be  bought  and  a smaller  number 
of  periodicals  taken.  There  still  remains  unpaid  $369  of 
the  amount  pledged  to  the  Building  Fund.  Most  of  this 
is  good  and  will  probably  be  paid  the  coming  year. 

The  receipts  at  the  library  during  the  past  year  were  as 
follows  : 


Fines  and  dues — 

Main  department $209  75 

Children’s  department 18  30 

Branch 20  37 


$248  42 


Rental  of  Library  Hall 

Subscriptions  to  Building  Fund  ($500 


79  00 


was  paid  direct  to  Town  Treasurer). . . 

Catalogs  sold .' 

Old  books,  papers,  etc.,  sold. . . 


25  00 
3 00 
6 58 


$362  00 
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The  usual  classified  list  of  library  orders  follows. 

In  conclusion,  I would  remind  the  citizens  of  Bristol 
that  the  public  library  is  theirs,  maintained  for  their  pleasure 
and  profit.  The  more  and  the  better  use  they  make  of  it — 
circulating  department,  reference  department,  reading  room, 
children’s  room  and  assembly  hall,  week  days  and  Sundays — 
the  better  those  concerned  in  its  administration  will  be  sat- 
isfied. Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  L.  WOODING,  Librarian. 


Adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Library 
Directors  at  a meeting  duly  held  September  3rd,  1909. 

Attest : Epaphroditus  Peck,  Secretary. 


CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  ORDERS. 


General  Account — Annual  Running  Expenses. 

Librarian  and  Assistants  : 

C.  L.  Wooding $1,200  00 

E.  Jennie  Peck 480  00 

May  W.  Dailey 252  80 

Annie  W.  Darrow 107  50 

$2,040  30 

Purchase  of  Books  : 

The  Baker  and  Taylor  Co $ 328  97 

Epaphroditus  Peck,  cash  disbursed 79  50 

Thomas  Nelson’s  Sons 66  00 

The  Charles  W.  Clark  Co 48  57 

The  Edward  P.  Judd  Co 41  62 

The  Union  Library  Association 40  54 

The  Charles  E.  Lauriat  Co 21  40 

Theo.  E.  Schulte 20  11 

Robert  Appleton  Co 18  00 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee 12  80 

W.  A.  Keating 12  55 

John  Wanamaker  8 75 

New  Britain  Book  Club 7 90 

The  Oliver  Ditson  Co 6 00 

The  H.  W.  Wilson  Co 4 50 

Henry  Malkan 2 55 

W.  A.  Butterfield  2 16 

Goodspeed’s  Bookshop 1 25 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  minor  payments. ...  29  10 

$752  27 

Binding  of  Periodicals  and  Public  Documents  : 

Robert  Brooks $36  35 

Becher  and  Eitel 19  25 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  minor  payments.  ...  3 15 

• $58  75 

Rebinding  Books  : 

Robert  Brooks $156  27 

Becher  and  Eitel 109  76 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  minor  payments. ...  8 23 


$274  26 
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Periodicals  : 

B.  O.  Barnard... $166  11 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 19  00 

Hartford  Times  (2  copies) 8 00 

Hartford  Courant 4 00 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co.,  Bristol  Press  (2 

copies) 1 50 

Springfield  Republican 2 75 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  minor  payments  ...  50 


Heat  and  Light  : 

Bristol  & Plainville  Tramway  Co. — 

Steam  heat $235  60 

Electricity.. $248  28. 


$336  93 


Care  of  Property  : 

P.  G.  Diefendorf — 

Salarjr  as  janitor $300  00 

Extra  services 12  50 

Sundry  minor  payments. 8 00 


F.  V.  Stevens,  jr . , labor  on  elm  trees  

The  Shaffer-Marsh  Co.,  supplies  and  repairs. 

The  Bristol  Water  Co.,  water 

The  B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  supplies  and 

repairs 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  supplies  and  repairs. . 
E.  L.  Carrington,  collector, street  sprinkling 

tax 

Fitch  Dustdown  Co.,  supplies 

Dustbane  Mfg.  Co.,  supplies  

Scientific  Products  Co.,  supplies 

Birdy  & Sheeran,  repairs  and  supplies 

The  Formacone  Co.,  supplies 

P.  H.  Condon  & Co.,  loam 

Adams  & Arnold,  repairs 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  minor  payments. . . . 


$320  50 
65  00 
42  98 
23  00 


16  85 
10  15 

7 66 
4 90 
4 12 
4 00 
3 40 
3 00 
1 25 
1 20 

8 34 


$202  86 


$572  53 


$516  35 
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General  Current  Expenses : 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co.  stationery  and  printing-  $34  65 
The  S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co 26  25 

B.  O.  Barnard,  supplies  ....  4 80 

W.  G.  Johnston  & Co.,  supplies 2 50 

Gaylord  Brothers,  supplies 1 75 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundrv  minor  payments.  ..  15  00 

$84  95 

Miscellaneous  Expenditures  : 

The  John  Pinches  Co.,  new  bookstacks $121  15 

Bristol  Press  Pub. Co., stationery  and  printing  35  75 

Epaphroditus  Peck,  secretary 25  00 

G.  A.  Warner,  P.  M.,  stamped  envelopes..  . 10  62 

Library  Bureau,  accession  book 5 00 

W.  R.  Stokes  Rubber  Co.,  mat 5 00 

E.  A.  Hart,  typewriter  supplies 4 15 

E.  Jennie  Peck,  instruction  in  book  mending.  2 10 
May  W.  Dailey,  “ “ “ ....  2 10 

Library  Journal,  technical  literature 1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  minor  payments. ...  7 50 

$219  37 


$4,721  64 

ANDREW  INGRAHAM  BEQUEST. 


Purchase  of  Books  : 

The  Baker  & Taylor  Co $103  97 

Charles  Scribner’s  Sons 24  52 

Charles  E.  Lauriat  Co 12  50 

Bruno  Hessling 4 00 

$144  99 

Loans  Paid : 

Bristol  National  Bank $1,800  00 

Bristol  Savings  Bank  1,200  00 

Interest  on  above  loans 54  67 

$3,054  67 


$7,921  30 

Audited  and  found  correct. 

T.  H.  BROWN,  A 

J.  T.  CHIDSEY,  fTown  Auditors. 


Bristol,  Conn.,  Sept.  8,  19C9. 


■•-•-ia.A  ^ --  • r V/' ^ , ■ ..^,,’^L  . .inuy  s... 


Bristol  Public  Library 


\ 

Year  Ending  July  31,  1910. 


BRISTOL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Library  Directors : 

GENTLEMEN — My  report  as  Librarian,  presented  here- 
with, covers  the  operations  of  the  year  ending  July  31,  1910. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  July  31,  1909, 
was  16,761.  During  the  past  year  250  volumes  were  retired 
and  2,139  added.  Number  of  volumes  in  library  July  31, 
1910,  18,650,  a net  gain  of  1,889.  The  books  retired  from 
the  circulating  department  had  had  an  average  circulation 
of  55.5-6  since  binding;  2,770  volumes  have  been  retired 
since  the  library  was  established,  a large  majority  of  them 
having  been  worn  out  or  having  become  too  soiled  to  circu- 
late. Since  the  last  report  a careful  inventory  of  the  library 
has  been  taken  ; 137  volumes  could  not  be  found — 66  in 
the  adult  library,  66  in  the  children’s  room,  5 at  the  Forest- 
ville  branch  ; 37  of  the  above  were  accounted  for,  having 
been  charged  to  the  wrong  person  or  having  been  lost  by 
the  person  to  whom  they  were  lent,  and  100  were  missing 
without  explanation.  Many  of  this  100  will  reappear  in  a 
subsequent  inventory,  but  even  if  they  do  not,  it  is  not  a 
discouraging  showing,  considering  that  it  covers  the  entire 
shrinkage  since  the  establishment  of  the  library  eighteen 
years  ago  ; 1,519  of  the  2,138  volumes  added  were  pur- 
chased from  the  general  fund  at  an  average  cost  of  70  cents, 
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and  80  from  the  Andrew  Ingraham  bequest  at  an  average 
cost  of  $1.83  ; 539  were  acquired  by  gift  as  follows  : 

Henry  Huntington 130 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee. . . . 90 

Clement  Pevear 77 

U.  S.  Government  Publications 70 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Tomlinson 50 

C.  L.  Wooding,  Secretary  School  Board 48 

Connecticut  State  Librarian 12 

G.  L.  Raymond 11 

Miss  M.  W.  Dailey. . . 7 

Miss  G.  E.  Manross 4 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Wightman 4 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Peck 3 

Towle  Manufacturing  Co 3 

Yale  University 3 

E.  S.  Abbot 2 

Frank  Bruen 2 

Newell  Jennings,  Superintendent  of  Schools 2 

Epaphroditus  Peck 2 

T.  W.  Balch 1 

Miss  M.  A.  Blakesley 1 

Town  of  Bristol 1 

Carnegie  Steel  Co 1 

H.  N.  Casson 1 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Grant 1 

Heath  and  Mulligan  Manufacturing  Co 1 

G.  W.  Hull 1 

Journal  of  American  History 1 

Louis  Lombard 1 

R.  B.  Moffat 1 

J.  N.  Moon 1 

National  Lumber  Manufacturers’  Association 1 

New  Britain  Institute 1 

E.  LeRoy  Pond 1 

J C.  Pugh 1 

Thomas  Publishing  Co 1 

John  Wanamaker 1 

F.  H.  Williams 1 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  many  pamphlets,  library  re- 
ports, etc.,  were  received  in  exchange  and  by  gift.  There 
are  about  500  catalogued  pamphlets  in  the  library. 

Among  the  books  presented  by  Mr.  Huntington  were 
many  rare  and  interesting  works.  The  books  received  from 
the  Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee  were  purchased 
with  the  annual  state  grant  of  $[00.00.  Mr.  Pevear’s  gift 
consisted  principally  of  children’s  books,  although  there 
were  also  some  old  text  books  which  would  interest  one 
looking  up  the  history  of  pedagogy  in  this  country.  Mrs. 
Tomlinson’s  gift  was  made  up  of  books  from  the  library  of 
her  mother,  the  late  Mrs.  Helen  Atkins  McKay.  Mrs.  Tom- 
linson also  presented  the  library  with  a fine  marble  bas-relief 
of  the  author,  J.  G.  Holland,  in  a beautiful  hand  carved 
frame. 

Tho  following  are  the  most  important  volumes  acquired 
by  purchase  : Cyclopedia  of  Commerce,  10  volumes,  pub- 
lished by  American  Technical  Society  ; Music  Lovers’ 
Library,  7 volumes  ; Life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  4 vol- 
umes, by  W.  M.  Sloan  ; Diary  and  Letters  of  Madame 
d’Arblay,  3 volumes  ; Life  of  Jesus  Christ,  3 volumes,  illus- 
trated by  J.  J.  Tissot , History  of  English  Literature,  4 
volumes,  by  Garnett  and  Goss;  Heart  of  the  Antarctic,  2 
volumes,  by  Lieutenant  Shackleton  ; Life  of  Charles  Lamb, 
2 volumes,  by  E.  V.  Lucas ; Famous  Homes  of  Great 
Britain,  2 volumes,  edited  by  A.  H.  Malan  ; Modern  Egypt, 
2 volumes,  by  Earl  of  Cromer  ; Webster’s  New  International 
Dictionary;  One  Hundred  best  pictures,  edited  by  C.  H. 
Letts;  Handbook  of  Trees,  by  R.  B.  Hough;  Early  Con- 
necticut Probate  Records,  volume  3 ; National  Cyclopaedia 
of  American  Biography,  volume  13;  History  of  British 
Water  Color  Painting,  by  H.  M.  Cundall  ; Old  Fashioned 
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Senator,  Orville  H.  Platt,  by  L.  A.  Coolidge  ; Social  Life 
in  New  York  under  the  Georges,  edited  by  Esther  Single- 
ton  ; Paris,  by  Mortimer  Menpes  ; Thomas  Hood,  by 
Walter  Jerrold  ; Recollections  of  Grover  Cleveland,  by  G. 
F.  Parker  ; Bench  and  Bar  of  Litchfield  County,  by  D.  C 
Kilbourn. 

The  books  added  to  the  library  during  the  year  were 
classified  as  follows  : juvenile  prose  fiction,  282  ; adult  prose 
fiction,  712  ; general  works,  29;  philosophy,  29;  theology, 
57;  sociology,  196;  philology,  23;  natural  science,  85; 
useful  arts,  108  ; fine  arts,  104;  literature,  104;  history,  86; 
description  and  travel,  101  ; biography,  75  ; bound  maga- 
zines, 148  ; 34  of  the  volumes  classed  as  fiction  were  given 
to  the  library.  The  remainder,  960,  were  purchased  for 
$582.89,  an  average  cost  of  about  61  cents  ; 63  per  cent  of 
the  volumes  added  were  prose  fiction,  and  they  cost  48  per 
cent  of  the  money  spent  for  books.  This  percentage  is 
large,  and  at  first  thought  seems  too  high,  but  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  circulation  of  prose  fiction  during 
the  year  was  51,740,  or  78  per  cent  of  the  total  circulation 
and  that  practically  all  the  volumes  retired  were  worn  out 
fiction.  As  will  be  seen  below  34.3  per  cent  of  the  library 
is  classed  as  prose  fiction,  a trifle  less  than  30  per  cent  in 
the  main  library  and  57  per  cent  in  the  children’s  room. 

The  entire  library  is  classified  as  follows  : 


Adult  Dept. 

Children’s 

Room. 

Total. 

Per 

Cent. 

Prose  fiction 

4682 

1717 

6399 

34.3 

Reference  and  Bibliography. 

361 

3 

364 

2.0 

Philosophy  and  Ethics. 

200 

8 

208 

1.1 

Religion  and  Mythology 

661 

34 

695 

3.7 

Sociology,  Political  Science, 
lore 

Folk- 

1455 

204 

1659 

8.9 

Philology 

77 

77 

.4 

5 


Natural  Science... 

. . . . 696 

177 

873 

4.7 

Useful  Arts 

....  1047 

43 

1090 

5.8 

Fine  Arts  and  Amusements 

, . . . 732 

66 

798 

4.3 

Literature 

....  1207 

141 

1348 

7.2 

History 

. . . 1198 

192 

1390 

7.5 

Description  and  Travel 

, . . . 993 

192 

1185 

6.4 

Biography  

. . . . 981 

113 

1094 

5.8 

Bound  Magazines. 

115 

1470 

7.9 

Total 

3005 

18650 

100. 

During  the 

year  cover 

ed  by  this 

report  the  library  was 

open  for  the  circulation  of  books  308  days- 

— every 

day,  in 

fact,  except  Sundays  and  Thanksgiving  Day,  Christmas, Good 

Friday  and  July  4th.  The 

: average 

daily  circulation  was  : 

at  the  main  desk,  1 1 3 ; in 

the  child i 

ren’s  room,  54  ; 

at  the 

branch,  28.1-2. 

The  issue  of  books  for  home  reading  in 

the  several  de. 

partments  of  th 

e library,  by  months, 

was  as 

follows  : 

Children’s 

Total. 

Main  Desk. 

Room. 

Branch. 

Total. 

1908-0  9 

August 

2681 

1241 

718 

4640 

5024 

September 

2735 

1027 

597 

4359 

4377 

October 

2966 

1276 

620 

4862 

4943 

November 

2830 

1554 

772 

5156 

5082 

December 

2824 

1475 

732 

5031 

5124 

January  

3353 

1516 

768 

5667 

5995 

February  

3098 

1746 

847 

5691 

5680 

March 

3450 

1795 

920 

6165 

6245 

April 

3258 

1349 

758 

5365 

5215 

May 

2956 

1137 

700 

4793 

5072 

June 

2786 

1272 

678 

4736 

5047 

July 

2796 

1223 

681 

4700 

5132 

35733 

16641 

8791 

61165 

62936 

Schools.  . 

4983 

3890 

Total 

66148 

66826 
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The  footing,  as  compared  with  last  year,  show  a loss  of 
295  at  the  main  desk,  a loss  of  741  in  the  children’s  room,  a 
loss  of  735  at  the  Forestville  branch,  a gain  of  1093  in  the 
schools — a net  loss  of  678,  about  one  per  cent  of  the  circula- 
tion. 

The  circulation,  classified  by  departments,  was  as 
follows  : 


Children’s 

Per 

Total 

Main  Desk.  Room. 

Branch. 

Schools. 

Total. 

Cent. 

1908-09 

Prose  Fiction... 

28693 

13092 

7268 

2687 

51740 

78.22 

52087 

General 

8 

8 

.01 

Philosophy 

. 200 

6 

12 

10 

228 

.34 

283 

Religion 

. 274 

108 

68 

76 

526 

.79 

500 

Sociology 

. 469 

922 

122 

449 

1962 

2.97 

1562 

Philology  

. 34 

4 

3 

41 

.06 

56 

Natural  Science. 

, 653 

302 

97 

309 

1361 

2.58 

1226 

Useful  Arts 

. 596 

97 

82 

203 

97*8 

1.48 

1052 

Fine  Arts 

. 424 

267 

64 

87 

842 

1.27 

1063 

Literature 

. 928 

252 

42 

468 

1690 

2.55 

1524 

History 

. 774 

547 

97 

294 

1712 

2.59 

1885 

Travel 

. 1173 

482 

199 

256 

2110 

3.19 

2232 

Biography 

. 602 

283 

91 

141 

1117 

1.69 

1341 

Magazines 

. 905 

283 

645 

1833 

2.77 

2015 

Total 

.35733 

16641 

8791 

4983 

66148 

66826 

The  increase  in  circulation  of  the  books  taken  to  the  rural 
schools  is  most  gratifying.  The  same  plan  has  been  con- 
tinued as  in  previous  years.  Books  are  taken  to  each  rural 
school  at  the  beginning  of  each  term,  and  are  lent  the  pupils 
by  the  teachers,  for  home  reading.  This  method  of  bring- 
ing the  books  to  the  children  has  been  extended  this  year  to 
the  Forestville  school.  I am  satisfied  that  no  books  taken 
from  the  library  give  more  positive  benefit  than  those  issued 
through  the  schools,  and  I hope  the  time  will  come  when  we 
shall  be  able  to  put  supplementary  reading  in  every  school 
room  in  town,  as  is  done  in  some  places. 
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The  circulation  in  the  several  schools  was  as  follows  : Dis- 
trict Five  (East  Bristol),  1913  ; District  Six  (Stafford),  571  ; 
District  Eight  (Peaceable  street),  558  ; District  Nine  (Edge- 
wood),  578  ; District  Ten  (South  Chippen’s  hill),  293  ; Dis- 
trict Eleven  (North  Chippen’s  hill),  240;  District  Twelve 
(Fall  Mountain),  304  ; District  Thirteen  (Forestville),  526. 

Last  winter  a reading  list  of  the  technical  works  in  the 
library  of  interest  to  skilled  workmen  was  issued  and  dis- 
tributed with  the  co-operation  of  manufacturers  of  the  town. 
At  the  same  time  most  of  the  books  on  the  list  were  placed 
on  open  shelves  in  the  reading  room  and  inspection  invited. 
An  interest  in  the  books  was  evidenced,  although  the  circu- 
lation was  not  increased  as  was  hoped. 

As  stated  above,  the  circulation  was  about  one  per  cent 
less  than  in  i908-’c>9.  Public  Libraries , a technical  periodi- 
cal, said  recently  that  “Most  of  the  reports  of  the  public 
libraries  throughout  the  country  show  more  or  less  of  a de- 
crease in  circulation.”  This  decrease  has  been  so  pronounced 
that  in  the  July  issue  of  the  periodical  named  above  there 
was  a symposium  as  to  the  causes  of  the  falling  off  in  circu- 
lation. The  consenus  seemed  to  be  that  people  were  get- 
ting their  fiction  from  pay  circulating  libraries,  spending 
more  of  their  recreative  time  in  outdoor  pastimes,  and  that 
much  of  their  indoor  leisure  was  spent  in  moving  picture 
shows,  especially  is  this  true  of  children.  The  librarian  of 
the  Chicago  public  library,  said  : “If  the  libraries  can  show 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  readers,  whose  cards  are  ac- 
tive, they  are  meeting  the  actual  test  of  usefulness  better 
than  by  means  of  large  circulation  figures.  The  lower  the 
standard  of  book  selection  the  ampler  will  be  the  total  of 
circulation.” 

The  number  of  persons  enrolled  as  borrowers  from  the 
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library  increased  142  the  past  year  ; 891  borrowers’  cards 
were  issued  at  the  main  library,  and  139  at  the  Forestville 
branch.  Cards  are  issued  good  for  three  years.  The  time 
expired  during  the  year  on  769  cards  issued  at  the  main 
library  and  on  U9atthe  branch.  The  number  of  cards 
outstanding  July  31,  1910,  was  3219.  Of  this  number  1072 
were  held  by  persons  living  in  the  borough  north  and  east 
of  the  railroad,  the  “Hill”  section,  so-called  ; 1001  by  those 
living  in  the  borough  south  of  Center  street  and  the  rail- 
road, the  “South  Side  ; ” 470  by  residents  of  the  borough 
north  of  Center  street  and  west  of  the  railroad,  the  “North 
Side  ; ” 68  by  people  living  in  the  vicinity  of  “East  Bristol 
by  residents  of  Forestville,  32  ; Edgewood,  16;  other  parts 
of  the  town,  116;  non-residents,  16.  All  the  above,  2791, 
were  issued  from  the  main  library.  428  additional  cards  are 
outstanding,  issued  from  the  branch  principally  to  residents 
of  Forestville.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  use  of  the 
library  is  general  in  every  section  of  the  town. 

The  reading  room  was  open  every  day  in  the  year  with 
the  exception  of  four  holidays  mentioned  above.  On  other 
holidays  it  was  open  from  nine  in  the  forenoon  till  one  in 
the  afternoon  ; on  Sundays  from  two  till  six  in  the  after, 
noon  ; on  all  other  days  from  nine  in  the  forenoon  till  nine 
in  the  evening.  There  are  on  file  in  the  reading  room  ten 
daily  papers,  twenty-four  weekly  publications,  thirty-six 
monthly  periodicals  and  three  publications  published  at 
other  intervals. 

The  general  receipts  at  the  library  during  the  past  year 
were  as  follows  : 
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Fines  and  dues  : — 


Main  desk 

.$  227 

99 

Children’s  room 

21 

49 

Branch 

24 

78 

$274 

26 

Subscription  paid  to  Library  Bldg.  Fund 

100 

00 

Rental  of  Library  Hall 

25 

00 

Non-resident  borrowers’  cards 

4 

00 

Fees  from  reserving  books 

7 

00 

Other  miscellaneous  sources 

18 

37 

$428  63 

There  still  remains  unpaid  $269  of  the  amount  pledged 
to  the  Building  Fund. 

In  last  year’s  report  it  was  stated  that  owing  to  the 
deficit  in  the  Building  Fund  and  the  increased  cost  of  main- 
tenance in  the  new  building,  it  had  been  necessary  during 
the  preceding  year  to  borrow  $3,000  to  meet  current  ex- 
penses in  anticipation  of  the  receipt  of  the  library’s  income 
from  taxes  the  succeeding  May.  Last  fall  it  became  neces- 
sary to  borrow  again,  although  the  amount  needed  was  $500 
less  than  the  year  before. 

The  usual  classified  list  of  expenditures  follows  the 
text  of  this  report.  The  total  of  the  general  account  of 
current  expenses  is  $428.79  more  than  last  year.  There  was 
an  increase  of  $316.94  in  amount  paid  for  books  and  of 
$328.94  for, care  of  property.  The  latter  is  due  to  $2 10 paid 
for  insurance  on  the  building  for  three  years,  and  $184.54 
for  painting  the  exterior  wood  work  of  the  building. 

There  are  still  many  people  in  town  who  do  not  know 
that  Bristol  has  a public  library,  at  least  to  the  extent  of 
using  and  enjoying  it,  and  there  are  still  many  good  books 
on  the  library  shelves  that  are  seldom  read  ; but  those  re- 
sponsible for  its  management  realize  as  Mr.  Bostwick, 
Librarian  of  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library,  says  in  his  recent 
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book,  “The  American  Public  Library,”  that  the  modern 
public  library  to  justify  its  existence  must  be  an  active,  not 
merely  a passive  force.  It  must  not  only  guard  and  pre- 
serve its  books,  but  should  make  them  accessible  to  those 
who  want  them  and  try  to  see  that  those  who  need  them 
realize  that  need  and  act  accordingly  ; that  the  duty  of  the 
library  extends  to  the  entire  community,  not  merely  to  those 
who  enter  its  doors. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  L.  Wooding,  Librarian. 


Adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Library 
Directors  at  a meeting  duly  held  September  3rd,  1910. 

Attest:  Epaphroditus  Peck,  Secretary. 


CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  ORDERS. 


General  Account — Annual  Running  Expenses. 

Librarian  and  Assistants: — 

C.  L.  Wooding $1,238  00 

E.  Jennie  Peck 480  00 

May  W.  Dailey 279  30 

Annie  W.  Darrow. 67  70 

$2,060  00 

Purchase  of  Books: — 

Baker  and  Taylor  Co 539  16 

Caroline  L.  Himebaugh 93  50 

G.  F.  Warfield  and  Co 84  83 

Charles  W.  Clark  Co 44  30 

W.  A.  Keating 31  85 

Union  Library  Ass’n.  30  04 

Young  Men’s  Institute 27  40 

H.  L.  Brainard 25  00 

New  Britain  Book  Club  21  25 

Dodd,  Mead  and  Co 20  70 

Charles  Scribner’s  Sons  18  20 

G.  and  C.  Merriam  Co 18  00 

Geo.  L.  Shuman  & Co 16  10 

Henry  Malkan 12  35 

Conn.  Public  Library  Committee 7 34 

Robert  Appleton  and  Co 6 00 

Chas.  E.LauriatCo 6 00 

John  R.  Anderson 5 50 

G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons 5 20 

D.  C.  Kilbourn 5 00 

Oliver  Ditson  Co 4 50 

H.  R.  Huntting  Co 4 25 

Publishers’  Weekly 3 00 

Mass.  State  Board  of  Agriculture 1 00 

Student  Volunteer  Movement 1 00 

G.  W.  F.  Blanchfield  1 00 


McDevitt-Wilson 83 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 15 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  payments 35  76 

$1,069  21 

Binding  Periodicals  and  Public  Documents  : — 

Robert  Brooks 43  11 

C.  L.  Wooding,  minor  payments 25 

43  36 

Rebinding  Books:  — 

Robert  Brooks 187  52 

C.  L.  Wooding,  minor  payments 10  21 

197  73 

Periodicals : — 

B.  O.  Barnard 165  25 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 19  50 

Hartford  Times  (two  copies) 8 00 

Hartford  Courant 4 00 

Bristol  Press  (two  copies) 2 00 

A L.  A.  Publishing  Board.  1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  minor  payments 1 75 

201  50 

Heat  and  Light : — 

Bristol  & Plainville  Tramway  Co. 

Steam  heat 220  80 

Light,  electric 253  28 


Light,  gas 89  25 

342  53 

563  33 

Care  of  Property  : — 

P.  G.  Defendorf — 


Salary  as  janitor. ...  .300  00 

Extra  services 5 00 

Sundry  payments 4 05 

309  05 

M.  L.  Peck  & Son,  insurance 210  00 

A.  F.  Lincoln,  painting  building 134  54 

Adams  and  Arnold,  supplies  and  repairs 38  46 

Shaffer-Marsh  Co.,  supplies  and  repairs 13  88 

Bristol  Water  Co.,  water 23  00 

F.  V.  Stevens,  spraying  elms 12  00 
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S.  A.  Weldon  and  Son,  supplies 10  45 

Borough  sprinkling  tax 7 20 

Formacone  Co.,  supplies 7 50 

Orient  Mfg.  Co.,  supplies 7 11 

Fitch  Dustaown  Co 6 00 

Geo.  W.  Eaton  Estate,  supplies 3 50 

Bristol  and  Plainville  Tramway  Co,,  supplies.  1 55 

W.  W.  Crothers,  repairs 4 30 

C.  Funck  and  Son,  repairs . 1 35 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  payments 5 40 


Stationery,  Printing  and  Postage: — 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co 69  75 

G.  A.  Warner,  postmaster 16  54 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  payments 3 45 


Miscellaneous  Expenditures:  — 

C.  L.  Wooding, 

Typewriter  andd  sk 75  00 

Sundry  payments 19  78 


S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co 

American  Paper  Goods  Co.,  book  pockets. . 

Kellogg  and  Bulkeley  Co.,  book  plates 

B.  and  P.  Tramway  Co.,  tunxton  lamps. . . . 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  supplies 

H.  S.  Beals,  supplies 

G.  A.  Cadwell,  supplies 

B.  P.  Webler,  filing  cabinets 

F.  A.  Hubbell,  cartage 

B.  O.  Barnard,  supplies 

A.  L.A.  Publishing  Board,  supplies 


94  78 
33  00 
12  50 
15  00 
7 00 
1 65 
1 75 
5 64 
4 50 
1 50 
1 95 
1 00 


845  29 


89  74 


$180  27 


Total,  general  running  expenses 


$5,250  43 
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ANDREW  INGRAHAM  BEQUEST. 


Purchase  of  books: — 

Baker  and  Taylor  Co 68  87 

H.  R.  Hunting  Co 25  00 

Caroline  L.  Himebaugh 24  95 

American  Technical  Society. ..  21  60 

W.  A.  Keating 6 42 

$146  84 

BORROWED  FUNDS. 

Bristol  National  Bank,  loan $2,500  00 

Bristol  National  Bank,  interest 54  17 

$2,554  17 


$7,951  44 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


Public  Library  Directors 


OF  THE 


TOWN  or  BRISTOL 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  AUGUST  1,  1911 


BRISTOL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Bristol,  Conn. 

Gentlemen — I respectfully  submit  herewith  my 
report  as  Librarian  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1911  : 

GROWTH  AND  SIZE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1910 18,650 

Number  added  during  the  year  : 

By  purchase 1,726 

By  gift . . . 340 

2,066 

20,716 

Number  discarded,  worn  out,  unfit  for  service, 

or  lost  and  paid  for 594 

Number  considered  lost,  having  been  missing  in 

last  two  inventories 121 

‘ 715 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1911 20,001 

The  number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  was  207 
more  than  the  preceding  year,  the  number  added  by 
gift  199  less;  1,698  of  the  volumes  added  were  pur- 
chased from  the  general  fund,  at  an  average  cost  of  76 
cents — 6 cents  more  than  last  year:  28  from  the  Andrew 
Ingraham  Fund  at  an  average  cost  of  $4.24. 

The  Andrew  Ingraham  Fund,  amounting  to 
$408.47,  was  left  to  the  library  without  restriction. 
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The  library  directors  decided  to  use  it  for  the  purchase 
of  books  of  a permanent  and  valuable  character  and 
provided  a suitable  bequest  slip  to  be  placed  in  the 
front  of  each  book  purchased  with  the  fund.  (In  fact, 
such  a bequest  slip,  giving  the  name  of  the  donor,  is 
placed  in  the  front  of  every  book  given  the  library.) 
This  fund  is  now  exhausted,  but  it  has  during  the  past 
three  years  warranted  the  purchase  of  many  books 
which  otherwise  would  not  have  been  acquired,  or  if 
they  were,  it  would  have  taken  so  much  money  needed 
for  purchase  of  current  publications.  The  balance  of 
the  fund,  $116.64,  purchased  the  past  year  “Christ and 
the  Gospels,”  2 v. ; “The  South  in  the  Building  of  the 
Nation,”  a comprehensive  work  in  12  volumes,  and  the 
first  14  volumes  of  the  11th  edition  of  the  “ Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica.”  Such  is  the  quality  of  the  books 
added  through  the  beneficence  of  the  late  Andrew 
Ingraham. 

Other  important  volumes  added  are  the  last  four- 
teen volumes  of  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  (11th  ed.); 
Catholic  Encyclopedia,  v.  8-9;  Cyclopedia  of  Mechan- 
ical Engineering,  7 v. ; Cyclopedia  of  the  Building 
Trades,  6 v. ; Cyclopedia  of  Heating,  Plumbing  and 
Sanitation,  4 v. ; Children’s  Library  of  Work  and  Play, 
10  v. ; Craftsman’s  Plant  Book,  edited  by  R.  G.  Hatton; 
Library  of  Home  Economics,  12  v. ; Source  Book  for 
Social  Origins,  edited  by  W.  I.  Thomas;  New  Ency- 
clopaedia of  Social  Reform,  edited  by  W.  D.  P.  Bliss; 
Scientific  American  Cyclopedia  of  Formulas  ; Elec- 
trical Engineers’  Pocket-book,  edited  by  H.  A.  Foster; 
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American  Civil  Engineers’  Pocket-book,  edited  by  M. 
Merriman;  Mechanics’  and  Engineers’  Pocket-book, 
edited  by  C.  H.  Haswell;  Electrical  Dictionary,  edited 
by  N.  Hawkins;  History  of  England,  5 v. , by  F.  P.  G. 
Guizot;  Popular  History  of  France,  3 v.,  by  Henri 
Martin;  History  of  Modern  England,  5 v.,  by  Herbert 
Paul;  Photographic  History  of  the  Civil  War,  v.  1-4; 
Travels  in  New  England  and  New  York,  4 v.,  by  Tim- 
othy Dwight;  Historical  Collections  of  Massachusetts, 
by  J.  W.  Barber;  Who’s  Who  in  America,  1910-11; 
Edison,  his  Life  and  Inventions,  2 v.,by  F.  L.  Dyer 
and  T.  C.  Martin;  Correspondence,  2 v.,  of  J.  L.  Mot- 
ley; Autobiography,  2 v. , of  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard;  Rec- 
ollections of  Seventy  Years,  2 v.,  by  F.  B.  Sanborn; 
Japanese  Letters,  by  Lafcadio  Hearn;  Story  of  Dutch 
Painting  and  Story  of  Spanish  Painting,  by  C.  H.  Caf- 
fin;  Gray  Days  and  Gold,  Shakespeare’s  England  and 
Over  the  Border,  by  Wm.  Winter;  Complete  Works,  2 
v.,  of  A.  C.  Swinburne;  Oxford  Book  of  English  Verse; 
Sources  and  Modes  of  Infection,  by  C.  V.  Chapin;  Mex- 
ico, by  T.  P.  Terry;  England,  2 v.,  by  Joel  Cook,  Sea 
Power  in  its  Relation  to  the  War  of  1812,  by  A.  T. 
Mahan;  The  North  Pole,  by  R.  E.  Peary;  African 
Game  Trails,  by  Theodore  Roosevelt;  also  12  volumes 
descriptive  of  foreign  countries  and  illustrated  in  col- 
ors, published  by  A.  & C.  Black. 

The  donors  to  the  library,  with  the  number  of  vol- 
umes given  by  each,  is  as  follows: 


American  Book  Co 1 

Mrs.  Cordelia  N.  Barnes 12 
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E.  B.  Bennett 

Frank  Bruen 

Mary  H.  Bruen  

H.  N.  Casson 

Chicago  United  Charities 

Christian  Science  Committee  on  Publication,  for  Con- 
necticut  

Rev.  Henry  Clarke 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee  (State  grant). 

Connecticut  State  Librarian  (State  documents) 

Dupont  Powder  Co 

Mrs.  George  Duxberry 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Fenn 

O.  F.  Gleason 

L.  A.  Goodsell 

Harper  & Brothers 

Harvard  University 

Horton  Manufacturing  Co 

C.  E.  Hotchkiss 

G.  W.  Hull 

Katherine  Gaylord  Chapter 

Sir  E.  Dunning-Lawrence 

Massachusetts  Commission  on  Cost  of  Living 

New  York  State  Library 

Epaphroditus  Peck 

Price  & Lee  Co 

G.  L.  Raymond 

Rural  Publishing  Co 

Mrs.  F.  B.  Scudder 

Sherwin-Williams  Co 

Slason  Thompson 

U.  S.  Government  publications 

Virginia  Dept,  of  Agriculture  

F.  H.  Williams,  M.  D 

C.  L.  Wooding 

Yale  University 


1 

39 

81 

1 

1 

2 

o 

73 

10 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

34 

1 

3 

39 

4 


340 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  many  pamphlets,  library 
reports,  etc.,  were  received  in  exchange  and  by  gift. 
There  are  over  500  catalogued  pamphlets  in  the  library. 

The  books  added  to  the  library  during  the  year 
were  classified  as  follows:  Prose  fiction,  899;  biblio- 
graphy and  general  works,  12;  philosophy,  21;  religion, 
37;  sociology,  134;  philology,  8;  natural  science,  74  ; 
useful  arts,  163;  fine  arts,  83;  literature,  180;  history, 
149;  travel,  122;  biography,  77;  bound  magazines, 107. 
Total,  2,066. 

Forty-three  per  cent  of  the  books  added  were  clas- 
sified as  prose  fiction.  At  first  thought  this  seems  out 
of  balance,  but  as  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  over  three-fourths  of  the  circu- 
lation is  fiction  and  practically  all  the  displacements 
are  of  that  class.  Fiction  costs  less  than  books  in  other 
classes.  The  43  per  cent  of  the  books  added  last  year 
classed  as  fiction,  cost  but  one-third  of  the  amount 
spent  for  books,  the  average  price  per  volume  being 
53  cents.  The  low  price  is  because  much  current  fic- 
tion is  purchased  from  second-hand  book  dealers  and 
from  circulating  libraries.  The  average  price  of  books 
not  fiction  was  80  cents. 

In  the  last  report  it  was  said  that  an  inventory 
taken  a short  time  before  showed  that  137  volumes 
were  missing,  37  having  been  lost  through  error  in 
charging,  or  having  been  lost  by  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  lent,  and  100  having  disappeared.  At  an 
inventory  taken  this  summer  16  of  the  137  missing 
were  re-discovered:  the  remaining  124  have  been  re- 
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tired  as  lost  permanently.  The  recent  inventory  showed 
that  since  the  prior  inventory  eighteen  months  before 
89  volumes  had  disappeared,  35  from  the  main  libra^, 
49  from  the  children’s  room  and  5 from  the  branch. 
This  number  is  larger  than  might  be  desired,  but  is  not 
alarming.  No  volume  of  special  value  is  missing  and 
there  is  no  indication  of  systematic  thieving.  More- 
over, doubtless  many  of  the  volumes  will  reappear. 
The  volumes  retired  the  past  year  because  they  were 
worn  out,  had  had  an  average  circulation  of  59.4-5  since 
binding;  3,485  volumes  have  been  retired  for  various 
causes  since  the  library  was  established.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  the  20,000  mark  has  been  reached.  The 
library  has  increased  in  size  111  per  cent  in  ten  years. 
The  circulation  is  224  per  cent  of  what  it  was  ten  years 
ago. 


The  entire  library  is  classified  as  follows  : 


Per 


Adult. 

Juvenile. 

Total 

cent. 

Prose  Fiction 

.5195 

1726 

6921 

34.6 

Reference  and  Bibliography . . 

. 332 

12 

344 

1.8 

Philosophy  and  Ethics 

217 

9 

226 

1.1 

Religion  and  Mythology 

. 683 

46 

729 

3.6 

Sociology,  Political  Science, 

Folk-lore 

.1406 

‘ 200 

1606 

8.0 

Philology 

. 85 

85 

.4 

Natural  Science 

. 727 

210 

937 

4.7 

Useful  Arts 

.1166 

68 

1234 

6.2 

Fine  Arts  and  Mythology. . . 

793 

81 

874 

4.4 

Literature 

166 

1516 

7.6 

History 

.1281 

240 

1521 

7.6 

Travel  and  Description 

.1080 

212 

1292 

6.5 

Biography  

.1026 

137 

1163 

5.8 

Bound  magazines 

.1442 

111 

1553 

7.7 

Total 

16783 

3218 

20001 

100 

7 


CIRCULATION. 

The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  reading  the 
past  year  was  a remarkable  increase  over  any  preced- 
ing year.  The  total,  78,177,  was  12,029  more  than  the 
total  circulation  of  the  year  before,  an  increase  of  18.19 
per  cent.  This  increase  was  not  limited  to  any  depart- 
ment. There  was  a gain  in  the  adult  department  at  the 
central  library  of  5,329,  15  per  cent;  in  the  children’s 
room  of  3,364,  20  per  cent;  at  the  Forestville  branch  of 
409,  over  4 per  cent;  at  the  schools  of  2,927,  nearly  59 
per  cent.  The  phenomenal  increase  at  the  schools  is 
partially  due  to  the  fact  that  books  were  taken  to  the 
North  Side  school  for  the  first  time  and  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  books  circulated,  the  books  available  for 
school  use  being  such  as  would  make  a greater  appeal 
to  the  children.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table 
that  the  increase  in  circulation  was  not  limited  to  any 
season,  every  month  making  a better  showing  than  the 
preceding  year. 

The  circulation  by  departments  and  contrasted 
with  the  preceding  year,  was  as  follows: 

Percent  of 


August 

Main  Desk. 

3099 

Children’s 

Room. 

3286 

Branch. 

826 

Total. 

5211 

Total 

'oq-’io 

4640 

’io-’ii 

12.39 

September  . 

....  3237 

905 

674 

4816 

4359 

10.48 

October 

....  3358 

1331 

711 

5400 

4862 

11.07 

November. . 

....  3423 

1824 

725 

5972 

5156 

15.83 

December. . 

1777 

687 

5811 

5031 

15.51 

January. . . . 

2187 

807 

6610 

5667 

16.81 

February  . . 

....  3439 

2094 

773 

6306 

5691 

10.81 

March 

2342 

911 

7184 

6165 

16.53 
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April 

..  3627 

1803 

776 

6206 

5365 

15.67 

May 

..  3369 

1572 

725 

5666 

4793 

18.21 

June 

..  3172 

1487 

760 

5419 

4736 

14.42 

J^y 

. . 3444 

1397 

825 

5666 

4700 

20.55 

41062 

20005 

9200 

70267 

61165 

14.88 

Schools. . 

7910 

4983 

58.78 

Total 

78177 

66148 

18.19 

The  circulation,  classified  by  departments,  was  as 
follows: 


Main  Desk 

Children’s 
Room 

Branch  . . 

Schools.  .. 

Total 

Per  Cent. 

Total  . . 
1909“*  10 

so  "d 

O <*D 
•o  <-t 

»n 

0 a> 

; 3 

Prose  Fiction 

15138 

7548 

3940 

60575 

77.5o . 

5174° 

78.22 

Bibliography 

7 

.ox. 

8 

.01 

Philosophy 

7 

17 

12 

197 

•25 

228 

.34 

Religion 

1 49 

68 

121 

612 

78 

526 

•79 

Sociology 

896 

• 15° 

975 

2616 

3-35 

1962 

2.97 

Philology 

3 

46 

.06 

4i 

.06 

Natural  Science... 

3T3 

105 

416 

1224 

I-57 

1361 

2.58 

Useful  Arts 

....  66 x 

1.35 

153 

290 

!239 

1 59 

978 

1.48 

Fine  Arts 

467 

92 

139 

1185 

1.50 

842 

1.27 

Literature 

414 

58 

742 

2073 

2.65 

1690 

2.55 

History 

IT^3 

55 

624 

2714 

3 47 

7712 

2 59 

Travel 

652 

176 

416 

2443 

3-i3 

2IIO 

3-19 

Biography 

421 

61 

232 

1259 

1.60 

1117 

1.69 

Magazines 

270 

717 

1987 

2-54 

*833 

2-77 

Total 

20005 

9200 

79 10 

78x77 

66148 

Experience  shows  that  usually  when  there  is  a 
large  increase  in  circulation  it  is  principally  of  fiction. 
It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  such  was  not  the  case  last 
year.  The  non-fiction  circulation  of  17,602  showed  an 
absolute  gain  of  3,194  and  was  about  3-4  of  one  percent 
more  of  the  entire  circulation  than  in  1909-10. 

The  books  taken  for  home  reading  from  the  vol- 
umes supplied  by  the  library  in  the  several  schools  was 
as  follows:  North  Side,  1,488;  East  Bristol,  2,396;  Staf- 
ford, 437;  Peaceable  Street,  627;  Edge^vood,  518;  South 
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Chippins  Hill,  272  ; North  Chippins  Hill,  155  ; Fall 
Mountain,  362;  Forestville,  1,655.  Total,  7,910.  Books 
were  also  taken  from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to 
Uncas  engine  house  for  the  firemen  on  duty  there. 

The  library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books 
309  days  during  the  year,  every  day,  in  fact,  except 
Sundays,  Thanksgiving  day,  Christmas,  Fast  day  and 
July  4th.  The  average  daily  circulation  was:  At  the 
main  desk,  132.2;  in  the  children’s  room,  64.7;  at  the 
Forestville  branch,  29.7 — a total  increase  over  1909-10 
of  31. 

The  number  of  persons  holding  borrowers’  cards 
entitling  them  to  draw  books  increased  256  during  the 
year.  At  the  main  library  the  three  year  time  limit 
expired  on  967  cards  and  1,198  new  cards  were  issued 
— a net  gain  of  231.  At  the  Forestville  branch  the 
time  expired  on  124  cards  and  149  new  cards  were 
issued — a net  gain  of  25. 

The  number  of  cards  outstanding  July  31  was 
3,482.  Of  this  number  3,028  have  been  issued  from 
the  main  library  and  454  from  the  branch. 

BINDING. 

Eighty-nine  volumes  of  magazines  and  public  doc- 
uments were  bound  for  the  first  time  and  349  volumes 
were  rebound  during  the  year.  The  average  circula- 
tion of  the  latter  before  rebinding  was  34.8.  The  aver- 
age cost  of  binding  the  former  was  70  cents  and  of  the 
latter  40  cents.  The  fact  that  rebinding  cost  $25.50 
less  than  the  year  before  is  because  the  past  year  many 
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books  unfit  for  further  circulation  until  recased  have 
been  repaired  at  the  library;  564  books  which  must 
otherwise  have  been  sent  to  the  bindery  have  been 
thus  repaired  at  an  average  cost  for  the  materials  of 
about  3 cents.  This  is  not  only  considerable  financial 
saving,  but  it  does  not  take  the  books  from  circulation 
for  a few  weeks  as  is  necessary  when  they  are  sent  to  a 
bindery.  They  are  ready  for  circulation  the  day  after 
they  are  repaired.  This  means  considerable  in  a library 
having  an  annual  circulation  four  times  as  large  as  the 
books  available  for  circulation,  specially  as  it  is  the 
books  most  in  demand  which  soonest  need  rebinding. 


READING  ROOM. 


The  reading  room  was  open  every  day  in  the  year 
except  Thanksgiving  day,  Christmas,  Fast  day  and 
July  4th.  On  Labor  day,  New  Year’s  day  and  Memor- 
ial day  it  was  open  until  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
and  on  Sundays  from  two  till  six  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon. On  all  other  days  from  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing till  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  72  periodicals  in  the 
reading  room: 


Boston  Herald 
Hartfort  Courant 
Hartford  Post 
Hartford  Times 


American  Machinist 
Bristol  Press 


Daily  Papers. 

New  York  Call  Springfield  Republican 

New  York  Herald  Waterbury  American 

New  York  Sun 

New  York  Tribune  Total  10 

Weekly  Publications. 

Harper’s  Weekly  Rural  New  Yorker 
Illustrated  London 
News 


Scientific  American 
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Chicago  Evening  Post 
Literary  Review 
Collier’s  Weekly 
Commoner  (gift) 

Conn.  Farmer  (gift) 

Electrical  World 


Independent 
Leslie’s  Weekly 
Life 

Literary  Digest 


Living  Age 
National  Prohibitionist  (gift) 
New  York  Times:  book  review 


Scientific  Amer.  Supp’t 
Survey 

Yale  Alumni  Weekly 

(gift) 

Youth’s  Companion 


Total  21 


Monthly  Publications. 


American  Boy 
American  Magazine 
Am’n  Primary  Teacher 
Atlantic 
Bookman 

Brown  Alumni  Monthly 
Century 
Chautauquan 
Country  Life  in  America 
Current  Literature 
Delineator 
Educational  Review 
Elementary  Teacher 


Engin’g  Magazine 
Forum 

Garden  Magazine 
Good  Housekeeping 
Harper’s  Bazar 
Harper’s  Monthly 
Ladies’  Home  Jour. 
Little  Folks 

McClure’s  Magazine 

Machinery 

Musician 

New  Eng.  Magazine 


No.  American  Review- 

Outing 

Outlook 

Popular  Mechanics 
Practical  Electricity 
Review  of  Reviews 
St.  Nicholas 
School  Review 
Scribner’s  Magazine 
Success 

Technical  World 
World  To-day 
World’s  Work  Total  38 


Dial  (semi-monthly) 


Other  Publications. 

New  England  His- 
torical and  Geneal- 
ogical R e g is  t e r 

(quarterly)  Shop  Notes  Quarterly 

Total  3 


FINANCE. 


The  receipts  at  the  library  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: 


Fines  and  dues  : — 

Main  desk $229  99 

Children’s  room 20  62 

Forestville  branch 26  48 


Rental  of  Library  Hall  

Non-resident  borrowers’  cards 

Fees  for  reserving  books 

Books  lost  or  damaged 

Papers  and  periodicals  sold. . . 


15  00 
5 75 
9 95 
3 55 
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Catalogues  sold 1 75 

Borrowers’  cards  replaced 1 35 

Gas  fixtures  broken .70 

$322  41 


Owing  to  a deficit  of  about  $3,000  in  the  library 
building  fund,  it  has  been  necessary  to  borrow  each 
year  in  the  fall  or  winter,  paying  the  loan  when  the  in- 
come from  taxation  became  available  in  the  spring.  The 
aim  of  the  Board  has  been  to  curtail  current  expenses 
so  far  as  was  practicable  and  to  wipe  out  this  deficit  at 
the  earliest  possible  date  from  the  regular  library  in- 
come. The  amount  borrowed  has  been  less  each  year. 
Two  years  ago  it  was  $3,000,  last  year  $2,500  and  in  the 
year  just  closed  $1,500.  It  is  believed  that  the  increased 
income  of  the  library  due  to  raising  the  grand  list  will 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  coming  year, 
unless  some  unexpected  outlay  should  be  required. 

The  usual  classified  list  of  expenditures  follows  the 
text  of  this  report.  The  total  of  the  general  account 
for  current  expenses  was  $891.41  more  than  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  accounts  increased  with  amount  of 
increase  were:  Librarians,  $287.97;  books,  $221.08; 
new  binding,  $18.99;  periodicals,  $7.90;  heat  and  light, 
$38.03;  stationery  and  printing,  $35.83;  miscellaneous, 
$576.88.  The  accounts  decreased  with  the  amount  of 
the  decrease  were:  Care  of  property,  $269.77  ; rebind- 
ing, $25.50. 

The  decrease  in  the  amount  spent  for  care  of  prop- 
erty is  because  in  1909-10  this  account  was  abnormally 
large  due  to  expenditures  for  insurance  and  repainting 
the  exterior  woodwork.  The  principal  increase,  that 
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of  the  miscellaneous  account,  was  due  to  the  cost  of 
the  museum  cases  purchased  for  the  display  of  Dr. 
Frederick  H.  Williams’  ethnological  exhibit. 

THE  MUSEUM. 

Dr.  Williams’  collection  of  Indian  and  prehistoric 
relics  is  the  result  of  a lifetime  of  enthusiastic  and 
painstaking  accumulation  of  articles  showing  the  social 
and  industrial  life  of  ancient  peoples.  It  is  of  special 
value  because  of  the  local  material  contained  therein. 
As  Judge  Peck  says  in  his  library  report  of  1907:  “This 
is  one  of  the  best  private  collections  in  the  United 
States  and  embraces  many  hundred  specimens  of  tools, 
weapons  and  ornaments  made  by  the  American  Indians 
— or  in  some  cases  by  still  earlier  occupants  of  Ameri- 
can soil.  The  collection  includes  an  interesting  dis- 
play of  pottery,  finished  and  in  process,  found  at  the 
old  stone  quarry  on  Federal  Hill  in  Bristol.” 

This  collection  was  presented  to  the  town  when 
the  new  library  building  was  erected,  but  in  view  of 
the  deficit  in  the  building  fund  the  Library  Board  did 
not  feel  justified  at  that  time  in  spending  the  money 
that  would  be  required  for  its  proper  display.  This 
year  it  was  felt  that  the  matter  should  be  no  longer 
delayed,  and  two  dust-proof,  oak  museum  cases,  affoid- 
ing  over  275  square  feet  of  shelf  room  were  procured, 
and  for  several  weeks  Dr.  Williams  has  been  engaged 
as  opportunity  afforded  in  arranging  and  labeling  his 
collection.  He  has  also  given  four  flat-top  cases  for 
the  better  display  of  some  articles  for  which  wall  cases 
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are  not  adapted,  including  one  case  of  Florida  shells 
and  corals. 

The  collection  is  practically  ready  for  exhibition, 
and  doubtless  the  Library  Board  will  arrange  ior  a 
formal  opening  to  the  public  at  an  early  date. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  L.  Wooding,  Librarian. 


Adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Library  Directors  to  the  town,  at  a meeting  duly 
warned  and  held  September  9th,  1911. 

Attest:  Epaphroditus  Peck, 

Secretary. 


CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  ORDERS, 


General  Account — Annual  Running  Expenses. 


Librarian  and  Assistants  : — 

C.  L.  Wooding $1,357  75 

E.  Jennie  Peck 535  (K ) 

May  W.  Dailey 316  02 

Annie  W.  Darrow 139  20 

$2,347  97 

Purchase  of  Books  : — 

Baker  & Taylor  Co 471  75 

H.  R.  Huntting  Co 74  20 

Cambridge  University  Press 71  01 

John  R.  Anderson  Co 70  68 

Helen  R.  Marvin 62  85 

W.  A.  Keating 56  69 

Edward  P.  Judd  Co 37  90 

Leary,  Stuart  & Co 36  10 

Union  Library  Association 33  06 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee 29  97 

New  Britain  Book  Club 26  85 

Robert  Appleton  Co 24  00 

John  W.  Cadby 23  75 

Brown-Thomson  Co 23  64 

Chas.  W.  Clarke  Co 20  80 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 16  80 

Doubleday,  Page  & Co 14  96 

John  E.  Scopes 12  00 

Oliver  Ditson  Co 11  25 

Review  of  Reviews  Co.  T 11  16 

Theo.  E.  Schulte 10  95 

Browne’s  Bookstore 10  50 

DeWolfe  & Fiske  Co 10  30 

D.  Appleton  & Co 9 75 

John  Wanamaker 8 81 

G.  F.  Warfield  Co 8 05 
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Caroline  L.  Himebaugh 6 40 

Isaac  Mendoza  Book  Co 6 20 

W.  F.  Porter 6 .20 

Henry  Malkan 4 75 

Mrs.  Harry  Wheaton 4 40 

Freud  & Co 4 38 

Cox  Book  Co 4 30 

Chas.  Scribner’s  Sons 3 75 

Penton  Publishing  Co 1 50 

Publishers’  Weekly.. 1 50 

Elm  Tree  Press 1 35 

Neil  Morrow  Ladd  Co 125 

Newell  Jennings 1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  payments 55  53 


Binding  Periodicals  and  Public  Documents  : — 

Robert  Brooks 61  18 

C.  L.  Wooding,  minor  payments 1 17 


Rebinding  Books : — 

Robert  Brooks 138  04 

Gaylord  Brothers 29  75 

C.  L . Wooding,  minor  payments 4 44 


Periodicals : — 

B.  O.  Barnard 155  55 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 19  50 

Hartford  Times  (two  copies) 8 00 

Hartford  Courant 4 00 

Bristol  Press  (two  copies) 2 00 

Bristol  Press  Publishing  Co 4 25 

Doubleday,  Page  & Co 5 60 

S.  S.  McClure  Co 3 90 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 2 00 

•‘Current  Events” 100 

C.  L.  Wooding,  minor  payments 3 60 


Heat  and  Light : — 

Bristol  & Plain ville  Tramway  Co. 

Steam  Heat 283  68 


1,290  29 


62  35 


172  2c 


209  40 


Light,  electric 
Light,  gas 
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233  30 
84  38 


317  68 

601  3 

Care  of  Property  : — 

P.  G.  Defendorf,  janitor  (11  months)  27 5 00 

Extra  services'. 9 50 

284  50 

► H.  L.  Judd,  janitor  (1  month) 25  00 

M.  L.  Peck  & Son,  insurance 80  00 

Bristol  & Plainville  Tramway  Co.,  supplies 

and  repairs 47  66 

Shaffer-Marsh  Co.,  supplies  and  repairs. ...  31  52 

Adams  & Arnold,  supplies  and  repairs 20  02 

Fitch  Dustdown  Co.,  supplies 15  80 

Formacone  Co.,  supplies 13  60 

W.  W.  Crothers,  repairs 12  00 

Frost  & Bartlett,  spraying  elms 9 00 

Bristol  Water  Co  8 93 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  supplies 8 86 

Borough  of  Bristol,  sprinkling  tax 8 72 

C.  L.  Wooding,  minor  payments 9 91 

575  5 

Stationery,  Printing  and  Postage  : — 

Bristol  Press  Publishing  Co 99  80 

G.  A.  Warner,  P.  M.,  stamped  envelopes.  ..  21  24 

B.  O.  Barnard 1 75 

C.  L.  Wooding,  minor  payments 2 78 

125  5 

Miscellaneous  — 

Meekins,  Packard  & Wheat,  museum  cases  640  00 

S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co 28  25 

G.  A.  Cadwell,  supplies 15  06 

Barrett  Bindery  Co.,  magazine  holders 12  60 

Shaffer-Marsh  Co.,  electric  reflectors 10  50 

Gaylord  Brothers,  supplies 7 00 

American  Lib’ry,  Bindery  magazine  holders  6 17 

Wm.  G.  Johnstone  Co.,  magazine  holder.. . 6 30 

B.  P.  Webler,  filing  cabinet ...  4 75 


b 
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B.  O.  Barnard,  supplies 2 68 

Butterick  Publishing  Co.,  magazine  holder.  1 50 
S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  supplies 65 

C.  L.  Wooding,  sundry  payments 21  69 

757  15 

Total,  general  expenses $6,141  84 

ANDREW  INGRAHAM  BEQUEST. 

Purchase  of  books  : — • 

Cambridge  University  Press 61  24 

Southern  Publication  Society 44  00 

Charles  Scribner’s  Sons 11  40 

$116  64 

BORROWED  MONEY  PAID. 

Bristol  National  Bank,  loan $1,500  00 

Bristol  National  Bank,  interest 9 38 

$1,509  38 

$7,767  86 

We  have  audited  the  above  account  and  find  it  correct. 

M.  B.  O’BRIEN, 

JOHN  T.  CHIDSEY, 

Town  Auditors. 


Bristol,  Sept.  9,  1911. 
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c Library 


, Conn. 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  August  1,1912 


BRISTOL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Bristol,  Conn.  : 

Gentlemen — I respectfully  submit  herewith  my 
report  as  librarian  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1912: 

Growth  and  Size  of  the  Library. 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1911’ 20,001 

Number  added  during  the  year: 

By  purchase 1,902 

By  gift 257 

By  binding  periodicals 50 

2,299 

22,300 

Number  discarded,  worn  out,  unfit  for  service, 

or  lost  and  paid  for 373 

Number  lost  through  error  in  charging. ......  9 

382 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1912..  21,918 

Character  and  cost  of  the  volumes  acquired,  and 

per  cent,  of  total  amount  paid  for  books  of  each  class. 

By  Gift  and  Binding  By  Purchase  Cost  Cest  Per  Volume  PerCent. 


Juvenile  fiction 10  218  $ 121.75  $ .56  7.38 

Juvenile  non-fiction 11  154  90.14  .585  5.46 

Adult  fiction 10  786  531.56  .676  32.19 

Adult  non-fiction 276  834  907.69  1.09  54.97 


Total ,...307  1,992  $1,651.14  $ .83 


Of  the  volumes  added,  232  were  in  the  Italian 
language.  Many  of  these  are  now  at  the  bindery. 
When  they  are  ready  for  circulation,  a complete  list  of 
the  Italian  books  will  be  printed  for  distribution.  In 
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addition  to  books  in  Italian,  there  are  in  the  library 
149  in  German  and  155  in  French;  also  a few  in  Latin. 

The  books  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year 
were  classified  as  follows:  Prose  fiction,  1,024;  bibli- 

ography, 13;  philosophy,  43;  religion,  59;  sociology, 
197;  philology,  16;  natural  science,  93;  useful  arts,  117; 
fine  arts,  90;  literature,  206;  history,  154;  travel,  146; 
biography,  91;  magazines,  50. 

The  books  retired  were  classed  as  follows:  Prose 


fiction,  302;  religion,  2;  sociology,  26;  natural  science, 
1;  useful  arts,  5;  fine  arts,  4;  literature,  11;  history, 
17;  travel,  8;  biography,  3;  magazines,  3.  The  books 
retired  from  the  circulating  department  had  had  since 
binding  an  average  circulation  of  59. 

The  following  are  the  most  important  additions  to 
the  Library: 

AUTHOR 

E.  J.  Dingle 
Hiram  Bingham 
G,  M.  Low 


TITLE 

Across  China  on  foot 
Across  South  America 
American  people 
American  year  book  for  1911 
Arctic  prairies 
Art  of  cutting  metals 
Brittany  and  the  Bretons 

Cambridge  modern  history  7 v.  (completing  the  set) 
Catholic  encyclopedia  v.  10-13 
Chief  Elizabethan  dramatists 
China 

Creative  evolution 
Crete,  the  forerunner  of  Greece 
Cross-reference  Bible 
Cyclopedia  of  education  v.  2 
Diary  3 v. 

Diplomatist’s  wife  in  many  lands  2 v. 

Dominion  of  Canada 
Educational  problems  2 v. 

English  costume  4 v. 

English  utilitarianism  3 v. 

Fatigue  and  efficiency 
Florida  trails 


E.  Thompson  Seton 
F.  W.  Taylor 
G.  W.  Edwards 


W.  A.  Neilson 
T.  H.  Liddell 
Henri  Bergson 
C.  H.  & H.  B.  Hawes 


Gideon  Welles 
Mrs.  Hugh  Fraser 
W.  L.  Griffith 
G.  Stanley  Hall 
D.  C.  Calthrop 
Leslie  Stephen 
Josephine  Goldmark 
Winthrop  Packard 


Genealogical  and  family  history  of  Connecticut  4 v. 
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TITLE 


AUTHOR 


History  of  British  water  color  painting 
History  of  English  criticism 
Human  anatomy  for  art  students  A.  D 

Introduction  to  literature  of  New  Testament 
Jerusalem  2 v. 

John  Brown 
John  LaFarge 
Keramic  gallery 

Lake  George  and  Lake  Champlain 
Life  and  letters  of  Maria  Edgeworth,  2 v. 

Life  and  times  of  Cavour  2 v. 

Life  of  Charles  Dickens  2 v. 

Life  of  Tolstoy 

Lippincott’s  complete  gazeteer  2 v. 

Madame  de  Maintenon 
Memoirs  and  impressions 
Old  clock  book 

Old  Testament,  illustrated  in  color  2 v. 

Over  the  border 
Overland  to  India  2 v. 

Pen,  pencil  and  chalk 

Personal  impressions  of  Henry  Irving  2 v. 

Photographic  history  of  the  Civil  War  v.  5-10 

Persia,  past  and  present 

Practice  of  oil  painting 

Prevention  of  infectious  diseases 

Principles  and  practice  of  poultry  culture 

Principles  of  machine  work 

Queen  Hortense  2 v. 

Recollections  i 

Rembrandt 

Romantic  California 

Servian  people  2 v. 

Social  life  in  the  insect  world 
Standard  history  of  the  world  10  v. 

Statemen’s  year  book  for  1911 

Studies  in  history  and  jurisprudence  2 v. 

Tennyson  and  his  friends 

Theory  of  modern  horology 

White  Mountain  trails 

Wild  life  of  the  world 

World  atlas  of  Christian  missions 

Writings  10  v. 

Writings  10  v. 


H.  M.  Cundahl 
George  Saintsbury 
. Fripp  & R.  Thompson 
James  Moffatt 
G.  A.  Smith 

0.  G.  Villard 
Royal  Cortissoz 

William  Chaffers 
W.  M.  Reed 

W.  R.  Thayer 
John  Forster 
Avlmer  Maude 

C.  C.  Dysoii 
Helena  Modjeska 
N.  H.  Moore 
J.  J.  Tissot 
William  Winter 
Sven  Hedin 
International  Studio 
Bram  Stoker 

A.  V.  W.  Jackson 
S.  J.  Solomon 
A.  H.  Doty 
J.  H.  Robinson 
R.  H.  Smith 

1.  A.  Taylor 
\lexander  H.  Stephens 

Mortimer  Mempes 
Ernest  Peixotto 
Prince  Lazarovich 
J.  H.  Febre 


James  Bryce 
Hallam  Tennyson 
Claudius  Saunier 
Winthrop  Packard 
Frank  Finn 

Benjamin  Franklin 
Thomas  Jefferson 


4 


The  donors  to  the  library,  with  the  number  of 
volumes  given  by  each,  is  as  follows: 

I.  William  Adams 1 

Burton  L.  Bennett 1 

J.  M.  Bookwalter 1 

Miss  Clara  Lee  Bowman 1 

Miss  Mary  H.  Bruen 11 

John  F.  Carr 14 

Mrs.  Jennie  A.  Clapp  2 

Robert  B.  Codling 1 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee  89 

Connecticut  State  Librarian  (State  documents) 15 

Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co 1 

Doubleday,  Page  & Co 1 

Mrs.  Alice  G.  Dunbar 18 

Lewis  A.  Goodsell 1 

Harvard  University 2 • 

Newell  Jennings 2 

Katherine  Gaylord  Chapter,  D.  A.  R 7 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Mitchell 1 

Mrs.  Adrian  J.  Muzzy 2 

National  American  Suffrage  Association 4 

National  Child  Labor  Committee 1 

Frederick  Calvin  Norton 1 

Epaphroditus  Peck 8 

Mrs.  J.  Almeron  Pond 1 

Rev.  Charles  H.  Riggs 1 

Charles  R.  Riley 2 

Hubert  D.  Royce 2 

Transferred  from  School  Libraries 16 

Estate  of  Mrs.  Sophia  Schubert 7 

B.  Singer 1 

Tacoma,  Washington,  Chamber  of  Commerce 1 

Slason  Thompson 1 

Walter  E.  Thorpe,  M.  D ...  1 

Trenton  Iron  Co 1 

U.  S.  Government  publications 35 

Chas.  L.  Wooding 1 

Yale  University 2 

257 

In  addition  to  the  above  many  pamphlets,  library  reports,  etc., 
were  received  by  gift  and  in  exchange.  There  are  about  600  cata- 
logued pamphlets  and  manuscripts  in  the  library. 


The  gift  of  Katherine  Gaylord  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  includes 
four  volumes  of  manuscript  records  of  the  inscriptions  on  grave-stones 
in  the  North,  South,  and  old  Episcopal  cemeteries,  a list  of  Revolu- 
tionary soldiers  buried  in  those  cemeteries,  together  with  other  his- 
torical data,  all  of  which  will  be  of  very  great  value  to  the  subsequent 
investigator  and  historian. 

The  last  report  said  that  an  inventory  taken  during 
the  preceding  year  showed  that  89  volumes  were  missing. 
Thirty- seven  of  them  have  re-appeared  during  the  year. 
At  an  inventory  taken  in  the  early  summer,  57  other 
volumes  were  missing — 27  in  the  main  library,  27  in 
children’s  room,  and  3 at  the  branch.  This  shortage 
is  to  be  regretted,  but  not  to  be  wondered  at.  It  is 
almost  negligible  when  compared  with  our  circulation 
of  over  80,000.  Moreover,  doubtless  many  of  the 
books  will  later  be  found,  as  was  the  case  with  those 
missing  a year  ago. 


The  entire  Library  is  classed  as  follows: 


Adult. 

Prose  fiction .5856 

Reference  and  bibliography. . 3-15 

Philosophy  and  ethics 260 

Religion  and  mythology 736 

Sociology,  political  science, 

folk-lore 1579 

Philology 101 

Natural  science  800 

Useful  arts 1266 

Fine  arts 861 

Literature 1540 

History 1398 

Travel  and  description 1197 

Biography 1109 

Magazines 1488 


18536 


Juvenile. 

Total. 

Per 

cent. 

1787 

7643 

34.87 

12 

357 

1.63 

9 

269 

1.22 

50 

786 

3.59 

198 

1777 

8.11 

101 

.46 

229 

1029 

4.69 

80 

1346 

6.14 

99 

‘ 960 

4.38 

171 

1711 

7.81 

260 

1658 

7.57 

233 

1430 

6.52 

142 

1251 

5.71 

112 

1600 

7.30 

3382  21918 


Total 


100 
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Circulation. 

Last  year  a phenomenal  increase  in  circulation 
was  reported,  the  total,  78,177,  being  18.19  per  cent, 
more  than  the  previous  year.  Of  course  it  was  impos- 
sible to  continue  that  rate  of  gain.  The  circulation 
the  year  just  closed  was  very  satisfactory,  however. 
The  total,  80,728,  is  a gain  of  2,551,  or  3.26  per  cent, 
over  the  preceding  year,  and  is  14,580,  or  more  than 
one-fifth,  larger  than  two  years  ago.  The  increase 
would  be  more  gratifying  if  it  were  not  confined  to 
fiction. 

The  circulation  at  the  main  desk  increased  4,012, 
nearly  10  per  cent. ; in  the  children’s  room  it  decreased 
631;  at  the  branch,  609  in  the  schools,  1,153. 

Last  winter  “traveling  libraries”  of  about  50  vol- 
umes each  were  placed  in  each  of  the  one-room  schools 
of  the  city,  under  the  charge  of  the  teachers,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  adults  living  near  the  schools  and  remote 
from  the  central  library.  The  books  were  exchanged 
at  Easter  for  new  collections.  As  a result  932  volumes 
were  issued,  and  thirty-nine  people  who  had  not  pre- 
viously used  the  Library  were  enrolled  as  borrowers.  I 
wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  willing  co-opera- 
tion of  the  teachers,  who  gladly  assumed  the  extra  care 
of  the  books  and  of  their  circulation. 

The  school  circulation  of  the  books  among  the 
children  and  adults  is  as  follows: 


Children 

Adults 

District  II  North  Side 

1499 

District  V East  Bristol 

1633 

District  VI  Stafford.: 

407 

148 

District  VIII  Peaceable  street 

.640 

174 

District  IX  Edgewood 

140 

District  X South  Chippins  Hill  

250 

128 

District  XI  North  Chippins  Hill 

223 

81 

District  XII  Fall  Mountain 

213 

261 

District  XIII  Forestville 

1498 

6757 

932 
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The  school  circulation  of  books  for  children  was, 
by  school  terms:  Fall,  2,574;  winter,  2,367;  spring, 

1,816. 

The  library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books 
311  days,  two  more  than  the  previous  year.  The  aver- 
age daily  circulation  was:  At  the  main  desk,  144  93; 

in  the  children’s  room,  62.30;  at  the  branch,  27.62; 
total,  234.85;  8.25  more  than  in  1910-11.  All  records 
of  circulation  were  broken  last  March.  The  total  cir- 
culation was  7,919,  735  more  than  March,  1911,  the 
largest  month  previously.  The  circulation  in  the 
adult  department  of  4,363  was  432  more  than  March, 
1911,  the  previous  record.  The  same  month  a new 
record  was  made  in  the  children’s  room,  the  total, 
2,730,  being  388  larger  than  the  same  month  of  the 
previous  year.  New  records  of  daily  circulation  were 
also  made.  March  16th,  503  books  were  given  out  at 
the  main  library,  64  more  than  on  any  previous  day. 
The  same  day  a new  record  was  made  at  the  main 
desk  of  353,  an  increase  of  30.  On  the  23rd  of  March 
172  books  were  given  out  in  the  children’s  room,  a 
gain  of  30. 

The  circulation  by  months,  at  the  main  library  and 
at  the  branch,  compared  with  the  total  for  the  preced- 
ing year,  was  as  follows: 

Children’s  Total  Percent  Percent 

Main  Desk  Room  Branch  Total  igro-’n  Increase  Decrease 


August 3557  1318  812  5687  5211  9.11 

September  3486  1143  677  5306  4816  10.18 

October  3487  1321  664  5472  5400  .01 

November 3585  1635  697  5917  5972  .01 

December .3729  1668  723  6120  5811  5.32 

January 3880  1747  668  6295  6610  4.76 

February 3928  2027  668  6623  6306  5.03 

March 4363  2730  826  7919  7184  10.23 

April 4038  1938  704  6680  6206  7.64 

May 3749  1469  703  5921  5666  4.50 
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June 3508 

1154 

680 

5342 

5419 

1.42 

July 3764 

1224 

769 

5757 

5666 

1.61 

Total 45074 

19374 

8591 

73039 

70267 

3.94 

Schools 

6757 

7910 

17.06 

Traveling  libraries 

932 

Total 

80728 

78177 

3.26 

The  circulation,  classified 

, was  as  follows: 

• g 

*50 

ta 

•v 

.3  H 

*5 

P 

o & 

O 

'i 

p 

2- 

ET  Cf 

o 

o S. 

01 

3’ 

3 ^ 

3 

O 

O ^ < 

o J®  6 

p 

o 

A p 

O 

0 

: oi 

5T  £*. 

(D 

P 

01 

01 

FT 

• a 

• tT 

• CD 

I ?»<* 

3 

Prose  Fiction,  adult 37359 

5842 

851 

44052 

54-57  I 

60575 

77.50 

Prose  Fiction,  juvenile. 

15COO 

1425 

4133 

20558 

25  46  f 

Bibliography 

1 

2 

7 

• OI 

Philosophy. 

24s 

8 

10 

16 

8 

290 

.38 

197 

.25 

Re  igion 

489 

.60 

612 

.78 

* D 

Sociology 

657 

92 

3*7 

J775 

2.20 

2616 

3-35 

Philology 

— ...  46 

5 

51 

.06 

46 

.c6 

Natural  Science. 

263 

58 

329 

1 

1262 

1.56 

1224 

T-57 

Jseful  Arts 

179 

88 

*74 

28 

1166 

144 

!239 

1 59 

F.ne  Arts  

405 

64 

113 

1 

1 180 

1.46 

1185 

1.50 

Literature 

401 

72 

702 

1 

1878 

2-33 

2073 

2.65 

History 

Travel 

1 146 

78 

447 

5 

2621 

3-25 

2714 

3 47 

47i 

138 

3l8 

3i 

2264 

2.80 

2443 

3-1 3 

Biography 

565 

365 

li 

138 

6 

1085 

i-34 

i*59 

1.60 

Magazines 

1094 

263 

698 

2055 

2 55 

1987 

2 54 

Total 

45074 

19374 

O 

IO 

1 00 

6757 

932 

80728 

78177 

Three 

hundred 

and  fifty-three 

of 

the 

volumes 

issued  were  in  foreign  languages;  14G  mounts  of  pic- 
tures cut  from  magazines,  worn  out  books,  etc.,  were 
issued  to  school  teachers. 


The  number  of  persons  having  borrowers’  cards, 
authorizing  them  to  draw  books,  increased  151  during 
the  year.  At  the  main  library  the  three  years’  time 
limit  expired  on  933  cards  and  1,097  new  cards  were 
issued,  a net  gain  of  164.  At  the  Forestville  branch 
the  time  expired  on  165  cards  and  152  new  cards 
were  issued,  a net  loss  of  13.  The  number  of  borrow- 
ers’ cards  outstanding  August  1st  was  3,544.  Of  this 
number  3,103  have  been  issued  from  the  main  library 
and  441  from  the  branch. 
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The  first  of  last  November  the  borrowers  num- 
bered 3,429.  They  consisted  of  778  men,  1,242  women, 
689  boys  under  eighteen  years,  720  girls  under  eighteen. 

Binding. 

During  the  year  89  volumes  of  magazines  and 
public  documents  were  bound  for  the  first  time  and 
349  volumes  were  rebound.  It  is  a coincidence  that 
the  number  rebound  is  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 
The  average  circulation  before  binding  of  the  volumes 
rebound  was  40.1-2  (six  more  than  the  preceding  year) 
and  the  average  cost  of  re-binding  was  34.1-2  cents. 
The  average  cost  of  the  new  binding  was  63.1-4  cents. 
As  stated  above,  the  circulation  has  increased  in  two 
years  about  one-fifth.  Normally  the  cost  of  re-binding 
would  correspondingly  increase.  In  fact,  the  amount 
paid  for  re-binding  the  year  just  closed  was  less  than 
two-thirds  the  amount  paid  two  years  ago.  This  is 
because  for  the  past  eighteen  months  books  have  been 
extensively  repaired  at  the  library.  During  the  year, 
1,055  volumes  have  been  re-cased,  and  158  which 
otherwise  would  have  gone  to  the  bindery,  have  been 
repaired. 

Library  and  Reading  Hours  and  Summary 
of  the  Rules. 

The  library  and  reading  room  are  open  from  9 
A.  M.  until  9 P.  M.,  except  Sundays  and  the  following 
holidays:  Labor  Day,  New  Year’s  Day  and  Memorial 

Day  the  library  and  reading  room  are  open  from  9 
A.  M.  until  1 P.  M.;  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Fast 
Day  and  the  Fourth  of  July  the  entire  building  is 
closed  all  day.  The  reading  room  is  also  open  Sun- 
days from  2 until  6 P.  M.  from  September  1 until 
June  1. 
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Any  resident,  taxpayer,  or  person  regularly  employ- 
ed in  Bristol  is  entitled  to  borrow  books  from  the  library 
without  charge,  when  that  person  has  signed  the  proper 
application  and  agreement  and  been  identified.  Appli- 
cations of  minors  under  eighteen  years  of  age  require 
the  endorsement  of  parent,  guardian,  or  some  other 
responsible  person. 


Pfriodicals  in  the  Reading  Room. 


Boston  Journal 
Brooklyn  Eagle 
Hartford  Courant 
Hartford  Post 

American  Machinist 
American  Advance  (x) 
Bristol  Press 
Bristol  City  Ledger 
Chicago  Evening  Post: 
literary  review 
Collier’s  Weekly 
Commoner  (x) 
Connecticut  Farmer(x) 
Electrical  World 


American  Boy  (j) 
American  Magazine 
Atlantic 

Boy’s  Magazine  (j) 

Bookman 

Brown  Alumni  (x) 

Century 

Chautauquan 

Country  Life  in  America 

Coming  Country 

Common  Cause 

Delineator 

Educational  Review 


Daily  Papers. 

Hartford  Times 
New  York  Herald 
New  York  Tribune 
New  York  Sun 
Weekly  Publications. 
Harper’s  Weekly 
Illus.  London  News 
Independent 
Leslie’s  Weekly 
Life 

Literary  Digest 
Living  Age 
New  York  Times: 
book  review 
Rural  New  Yorker 


Springfield  Republican 
Waterbury  American 

Total  10 

Scientific  American 

“ Supp’t 

Survey 

Yale  Alumni  Weekly  (x) 


Outlook 

Total  23 


Monthly  Publications. 

Elementary  Teacher 
Engin’g  Magazine 
Forum 

Garden  Magazine 
Good  Housekeeping 
Harper’s  Bazar 
Harper’s  Monthly 
Hearst’s  Magazine 
Ladies’  Home  Journ. 
Little  Folks  (j) 
McClure’s  Magazine 
Machinery 
Musician 

New  England  Magazine 
Our  Dumb  Animals  (j) 


No.  American  Review 
Outing 

Pearson’s  Magazine 
Popular  Mechanics 
Popular  Electricity 
Review  of  Reviews 
St.  Nicholas  (j) 

School  Review 
Scribner’s  Magazine 
Technical  World 
Wood-Worker  (x) 
World’s  Work 


Total  40 
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Other  Publications. 

Congressional  Record  New  England  Historical 
Dial  (semi-monthly)  and  Genealogical  Register 

(quarterly)  Total  3 

(x)  Gift 

(j)  In  Children’s  Room 


Finance. 

The  receipts  at  the  library  during  the  year  were 
as  follows: 


Fines  and  dues: — 


$281.70 
27.00 

5.00 

12.10 

2.75 
12.27 

1.00 
6.60 
1.50 

$349.92 

The  total  is  $27.51  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

The  classified  list  of  expenditures  follows  the  text 
of  this  report.  The  total  is  $21.85  less  than  the  year 
before.  The  amount  spent  for  salaries  and  usual  rum 
ning  expenses  was  $61.85  more,  and  the  amount  for 
books  and  periodicals  $366.80  more.  The  net  decrease 
is  because  “miscellaneous  expenditures”  were  $450.50 
less.  The  year  before,  $640.00  was  paid  for  exhibition 
cases  for  Dr.  Williams’  collection.  This  year  the  prin- 
cipal unusual  expense  was  $166.52  paid  John  Riggs 
for  additional  museum  cases. 


Main  desk $237.09 

Children’s  room 19.39 

Forestville  branch 25.22 


Rental  of  library  hall  and  basement 

Non-resident  borrowers 

Reserving  books 

Books,  lost  or  damaged 

Papers  and  periodicals  sold 

Catalogs  sold 

Books  sold 

Borrowers’  card  replaced 
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Museum. 

The  collection  of  Indian  relics  and  antiquities  col- 
lected and  presented  the  library  by  F.  H.  Williams, 
M.  D.,  was  formally  opened  to  the  public  January  16th 
last.  The  inherent  value  of  the  collection  is  greatly 
increased  by  the  care  taken  by  Dr.  Williams  in  arrang- 
ing and  labeling  the  specimens.  In  addition  to  the 
Indian  relics,  Dr.  Williams  has  also  given  the  library 
a collection  of  Florida  shells,  corals  and  antiquities, 
many  of  which  were  collected  by  his  deceased  daughter. 
They  will  appeal  especially  to  young  people. 

Mrs.  Frederick  B.  Scudder  has  presented  to  the 
library  a substantial  black  walnut  book-case,  which 
has  been  placed  in  the  museum  room. 

Edward  Ingraham  and  Dudley  Ingraham  have 
given  the  library  an  extensive  collection  of  minerals 
and  curios. 

Mrs.  Russell  Lasher  has  lent  the  library  an  inter- 
esting and  valuable  collection  of  old  books  and  manu- 
scripts. Among  them  are  excellent  illustrations  of 
black-letter,  the  earliest  having  been  printed  in  1513. 

A communion  cup,  given  by  Caleb  Matthews  to  the 
Episcopal  church  that  existed  in  Bristol  before  the 
Revolution,  has  been  presented  to  the  library  by  his 
descendant,  Mrs.  Mary  S.  Matthews  Camp. 

In  an  action  brought  to  obtain  a construction  of  the 
will  of  Mary  P.  Root,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Connecti- 
cut has  decided  that  distribution  of  the  estate  be  made 
at  once — half  to  be  turned  over  to  the  City  of  Bristol 
for  the  library,  half  to  be  held  in  trust.  The  second 
half,  on  the  death  of  the  trust  beneficiary  leaving  no 
children,  will  also  come  to  the  library.  As  a result 
of  this  judgment,  about  $50,000  will  probably  be  avail- 
able for  the  library  this  fall.  The  income  of  this 
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most  generous  bequest  will  enable  the  Board  to  fully 
complete  the  building  as  was  not  possible  at  the  time 
of  its  erection,  through  lack  of  funds,  and  also  to  engage 
in  other  activities,  such  as  university  extension  lec- 
tures, extensive  book  purchases,  including  books  in 
foreign  languages,  music  scores,  sets  of  books  for  sup- 
plementary reading  in  the  schools,  stereoscopic  views 
for  circulation,  etc.;  in  short,  it  will  enable  the  library 
to  contribute  to  the  intellectual  life  of  the  community 
as  it  could  not  if  it  relied  entirely  upon  its  income  from 
taxation,  and  by  so  doing  it  will  carry  out  the  aim  of 
its  benefactor  and  be  a fitting  memorial  of  her. 

The  increase  in  the  routine  work  of  the  library, 
attendant  upon  the  steady  increase  of  book  purchase 
and  circulation,  required  more  assistance,  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  R.  King  was  employed,  beginning  last  Feb- 
ruary. Otherwise,  the  library  force  is  the  same  as 
heretofore. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  L.  Wooding,  Librarian. 


• Adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Library  Directors  to  the  city,  at  a meeting  duly  warned 
and  held  September  7th,  1912. 

Attest:  Epaphroditus  Peck, 

Secretary. 


CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  LIBRARY  ORDERS 


Librarian  and  Assistants: — 

C.  L.  Wooding $1480  00 

E.  Jennie  Peck 540  00 

May  W.  Dailey 333  78 

Annie  W.  Darrow 164  00 

Elizabeth  R.  King 137s  62 


Purchase  of  Books: — 

Brown , Thomson  & Co 609  34 

Baker  & Taylor  Co 260  39 

Italian  Book  Co  128  63 

Himebaugh-Browne 87  37 

Helen  R.  Marvin 60  90 

Union  Library  Association 51  03 

Cox  Book  Co 39  13 

Conn.  Public  Library  Committee 37  82 

Lewis  Historical  Publishing  Co 35  00 

Charles  E.  Lauriat  Co 26  90 

Leary,  Stuart  & Co 25  79 

H.  L.  Hunting  Co 22  50 

Robert  Appleton  Co  21  60 

New  Britain  Book  Club 19  55 

John  R.  Anderson  Co  19  29 

John  Wanamaker 18  79 

Review  of  Reviews  Co  16  74 

E.  P.  Dutton  & Co 15  90 

McDevitt-Wilson 15  75 

W.  A.  Keating 14  52 

Isaac  Mendoza  Book  Co 12  84 

G.  F.  Warfield  & Co  9 19 

Lexington  Book  Co 8 25 

Edward  E.  Babb  Co 8 00 

Niel  Morrow  Ladd  Co 7 35 

Fread  & Co 6 65 

G.  F.  Reifsneider 6 00 

Allen  B.  Hodges 4 50 

Charles  Scribner’s  Sons 3 75 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 3 26 

Oliver  Ditson  Co 3 00 

Charles  W.  Clark  Co  2 25 

Publishers’  Weekly 2 00 

G.  W.  F.  Blanchfield 1 75 

American  Bindery  Co 1 40 

S.  S.  Scranton  Co 1 38 


$2655  40 
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Fred  Loeser  & Co 90 

B.  O.  Barnard 50 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 41  23 


Binding  unbound  books  and  periodicals: — 

Robert  Brooks 41  96 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 2 32 


Rebinding  books: — 

Robert  Brooks 107  79 

Gaylord  Bros 9 30 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 3 49 


Periodicals:  — 

B.  O.  Barnard 165  90 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 19  50 

Perry,  Mason  & Co 8 75 

Hartford  Times 8 00 

Hartford  Courant 4 00 

Bristol  Press  Publishing  Co 3 50 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 2 00 

Bristol  City  Ledger 1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 2 70 


Stationery  and  Printing: — 

Bristol  Press  Publishing  Co 115  10 

B.  O.  Barnard 2 70 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 2 45 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 4 20 

Heat  and  Light: — 

Bristol  & Plainville  Tramway  Co. 

Steam  heat 233  60 

Light,  electric 222  40 

Light,  gas 89  02  311  42 


Care  of  Property: — 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  janitor(9  months). 225  00 

Extra  services 2 50 

Cash  payments 2 57 

230  07 

H.  L.  Judd,  janitor  (3  months) 75  00 

Extra  services 1 00 

76  00 

Adams  & Arnold,  repairs  and  supplies 44  65 

Shaffer-Marsh  Co.  repairs  and  alterations..  40  49 

John  Riggs,  alterations 30  02 

W.  P.  Birdy,  repairs  and  alterations 17  32 


1651  14 


44  28 


120  58 


215  35 


124  45 


545  02 
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B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.  repairs  and  supplies  15  65 

Fitch  Dustdown  Co.  supplies 15  30 

A.  F.  Lincoln,  repairs  and  supplies 14  17 

Sperry  Mastrobattisto,  work  on  lawn 11  10 

Frost  & Bartlett  Co.,  spraying  elms 9 00 

Bristol  Water  Co 9 24 

Borough  of  Bristol,  sprinkling  tax 8 32 

C.  B.  Dolge  Co.,  supplies 6 25 

West  Disinfecting  Co.,  supplies 6 00 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  supplies 4 68 

W.  O.  Goodsell,  fertilizer 3 50 

Germ  Death  Duster  Co.,  dusters 2 50 

W.  W.  Crothers,  repairs 2 20 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 27  45 

573  91 

Miscellaneous: — 

John  Riggs,  museum  and  book  cases 166  52 

S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co 26  00 

Art  Metal  Construction  Co.,  book  shelves. . 25  00 

B.  O.  Barnard,  filing  cabinet  and  supplies.  21  60 

C.  Funck  & Son,  iubber  mats  and  furniture  21  50 

Gaylord  Bros.,  pamphlet  cases 11  00 

H.  S.  Beals,  picture  frames ...  6 15 

Hammond  Typewriter  Co.,  supplies 2 60 

Dolge  Co.  paper  towels 2 50 

E.  G.  Bassett,  flashlight 2 00 

Universal  Binder,  magazine  holder 1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 20  63 

306  50 

$6,236  63 


This  amount,  $6,236.63,  is  the  total  expenditure 
for  a year,  and  includes  the  town  orders  amounting  to 
$368.13  drawn  last  September  and  included  in  the 
supplementary  town  report  issued  last  fall.  The  re- 
port of  the  city  treasury  includes  only  orders  paid 
since  October  1st,  1911;  amount,  $5,868.50. 

We  have  audited  the  above  account  and  find  it 
correct. 

JOHN  T.  CHIDSEY,  ) Citv 
MICHAEL  B.  O’BRIEN,  j Auditors 
Bristol,  Aug.  27,  1912. 
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BRISTOL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public 
Library  of  Bristol,  Conn.: 

Gentlemen — I respectfully  submit  herewith  my 
report  as  librarian  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1913. 

Size  and  Growth  of  the  Library. 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1912 21,918 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year: 

By  purchase 3,288 

By  gift 98 

From  bindery 43 

3,429 


Number  discarded,  worn  out,  or  lost  and  paid 


for  1,190 

Number  of  duplicates  retired 149 

Number  missing  at  inventory 71 

Lost  through  error  in  charging, 15 


25,347 


1,425 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1913. 


23,922 


The  number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  was 
1,296  more  than  the  preceding  year,  when  more  vol- 
umes were  added  by  purchase  than  ever  before.  The 
large  increase  this  year,  together  wuth  other  extraor- 


dinary  expenditures  which  will  be  mentioned  later,  was 
made  possible  by  the  fact  that  the  funds  from  the  city 
treasury  were  supplemented  by  the  income  of  the  Mary 
P.  Root  Bequest,  which  was  turned  over  to  the  Library 
in  February.  The  principal  of  the  fund  exceeded 
$50,000,  and  the  income  to  the  amount  of  $2,400.00  has 
been  turned  over  to  the  city  treasurer  to  meet  this  year’s 
expenditures.  A detailed  report  of  the  Library  Fund, 
which  consists  of  the  Mary  P.  Root  Bequest,  will  be 
found  in  the  appendix. 

Many  of  the  volumes  added  were  procured, 
second  hand,  at  about  half  the  original  price  of 
publication.  A list  of  “wants,”  including  books  pub- 
lished during  the  last  ten  years,  was  sent  to  twenty- 
three  dealers  and  from  their  quotations  many  desirable 
bargains  were  secured.  All  the  extra  purchases  were 
non-fiction  and  books  of  value  to  the  student. 

Character  and  cost  of  the  volumes  acquired  and  per 
cent,  of  total  amount  paid  for  books  of  each  class 

By  Gift  and  Binding  By  Purchase  Cost  Cost  Per  Volume  Per  Cent 


Juvenile  fiction 361  $ 203.51  $ .564  7.96 

Juvenile  non-fiction 5 176  111.65  . 634  4.36 

Adult  fiction 1 1320  724.09  .548  28.31 

Adult  non-fiction 122  1444  1518.49  1.052  59.37 


128  3301  2557.74  .775 

The  cost  per  volume  was  5j4  cents  less  than  the 
previous  year  and  the  percentage  of  books,  not  fiction, 
3.3  greater. 

Of  the  volumns added,  1 was  in  Latin,  11  in  Italian, 
28  in  German,  35  in  Lithuanian  and  88  in  French. 
Books  in  Italian  have  continued  to  have  a steady  circu- 
lation. The  Lithuanian  books  were  put  into  the  Libra- 
ry at  the  personal  request  of  several  citizens  from  Lith- 
uania and  are  much  appreciated. 


The  following  comparative  table  is  interesting  and 
by  no  means  discreditable  to  the  Bristol  Library. 


Volumes  bought  in 

Percentage  of  outlay 

Average  Cost 

<•  City  Library 

year  covered  by 
last  report 

spent  for  books 

per  volume 

Bristol  Public  Librarv 

. . 3,301 

38 

$ .774 

Hartford  Public  Librarv 

. . G,991 

25 

1.02 

New  Britain  Institute 

..  3,153 

28 

1.14 

New  Haven  Free  Public  Library 

..  8,184 

24 

1.03 

Waterbury  Public  Library 

13 

.84 

The  books  added  to  the  Library  during  the  year 
were  classified  as  follows: — Prose  fiction,  1082;  bibliog- 
raphy, 14;  philosophy,  43;  religion,  102;  sociology,  197; 
philology,  14;  natural  science,  85;  useful  arts,  122;  fine 
arts,  135;  literature,  275;  history,  269;  travel,  219;biog- 
rapy,  227;  magazines,  45.  Total,  3,429. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  accesions,  the  set  of 
directories  which  was  at  the  post  office  has  been 
transferred  to  the  library,  through  the  courtesy  of  The 
Price  & Lee  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  publishers  of  the  local 
directory,  catalogued,  and  placed  on  open  shelves  in 
the  reading  room  for  the  convenience  of  the  public. 

The  following  are  the  most  important  additions  to 
the  Library: 


TITLE 


AUTHOR 


Across  widest  Africa 
American  graphic  arts 
American  machinist  grinding  book 
American  nation.  27  v. 

American  primitive  music 
American  year  book  1913 
Architects’  and  builders’  pocket  book 
Art  and  photography 
Art  principles  in  portrait  photography 
Assisi  of  St.  Francis 
Autobiography.  2 v. 

Care  of  the  body 


A.  H.  S.  Landor 
F.  Weitenkampf 
Colvin  & Stanley 
A.  B.  Hart,  ed, 
F.  R.  Burton 

F.  E.  Kidder 
Charles  Holme,  ed 
O.  W.  Beck 
Mrs.  Robert  Goff 
Leigh  Hunt 
F.  Cavanagh 
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TITLE 


AUTHOR 


Catholic  encyclopedia,  vs.  14  and  15 
Compendium  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 
Cyclopedia  of  automobile  engineering.  4v. 

Democracy  and  liberty.  2 v. 

Eighteen  capitals  of  China 
Essays  and  papers,  selected 
Gainesborough 
George  Bernard  Shaw 
Governments  of  Europe 
Handbook  of  electrical  engineers 
Health  and  medical  inspection  of  school  children 


F.  H.  Dyer 
American  School  of 
Correspondence 
W.  E.  H.  Lecky 
W.  E.  Geil 
R.  C.  Christie 
Mortimer  Mempes 
Archibald  Henderson 
F.  A.  Ogg 
McGraw  Pub.  Co. 
W.  S.  Cornell 


Henley’s  twentieth  century  book  of  receipes,  formulas,  etc. 


Henry  W.  Longfellow.  2v. 

Historic  towns  of  the  Connecticut  river  valley 
History  of  ancient  Windsor,  Conn. 

History  of  architecture.  2v. 

History  of  England.  lOv. 

History  of  engraving  and  etching 
History  of  furniture 
History  of  the  great  Civil  war 
History  of  the  Jewish  church.  2v. 

History  of  Spanish  literature.  3v. 

Ireland  and  her  people.  5v. 

Lectures  on  the  American  Civil  war 
Letters.  2v. 

Letters  of  Richard  to  Mina  Wagner.  2v. 
Library  atlas.  2v. 


Samuel  Longfellow 
G.  S.  Roberts 
H.  R.  Stiles 
Russell  Sturgis 
S.  R.  Gardiner 
A.  M.  Hind 
Albert  Jacquemart 
S.  R.  Gardiner 
A.  P.  Stanley 
G.  Ticknor 
T.  W.  H.  Fitzgerald 
J.  F.  Rhodes 
George  Meredith 
W.  A.iEllis,  ed. 
Rand,  McNally  & Co.,  pub. 


Life  and  letters  of  Charles  and  Mary  Lamb.  2v. 

Life  and  times  of  Laurence  Sterne 

Life  of  John  Bright 

Life  of  John  Henry,  Cardinal  Newman 

Life  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden.  2v. 

London  parks  and  gardens 

Main  currents  in  ninteeth  century  literature.  6v. 

Manual  of  geology 

Mark  Twain,  a biography 

Meaning  of  God  in  human  experience 

Memoirs.  2 v. 

Memoirs.  3 v. 

Memories  of  a hundred  years.  2 v. 

Men  and  women  of  the  French  Revolution 
Modern  practical  design 
Modern  readers’  Chaucer 


E.  V.  Lucas,  ed 
W.  L.  Cross 
G.  M.  Trevelyan 
Wilfred  Ward 
John  Bigelow 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Cecil 
George  Brandes 
J.  D.  Dana 
A.  B.  Paine 
W.  E.  Hocking 
Heinrich  Heine 
Madame  de  Motteville 
E.  E.  Hale 
Philip  Gibbs 
G.  W.  Rheid 
Tatlock  & MacKay 
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TITLE 

AUTHOR 

The  moon 

W.  N.  Pickering 

New  city  government 

Henry  Bruere 

New  trails  in  Mexico 

Carl  Lumholtz 

The  northwest  passage 

Ruhl  Amundsen 

Old  age  deferred 

Arnold  Lorand 

One  hundred  masterpieces  of  sculpture 

G.  F.  Hill 

People  of  the  polar  north.  10  v. 

Knud  Rasmussen 

Poems.  3 v. 

F rancis  Thompson 

Portraits  of  the  17th  century.  2 v. 

C.  A.  Sainte  Beuve 

Preventive  treatment  of  neglected  children 

H.  H.  Hart 

Psychology  and  industrial  efficiency 

Hugo  Munsterburg 

Recent  events  and  present  policies  in  China 

J.  G.  P.  Bland 

Recollections  grave  and  gay 

Mrs.  Burton  Harrison 

Reminiscences  of  a diplomatist’s  wife 

Mrs.  Hugh  Fraser 

Retrospection  of  an  active  life.  3v. 

John  Bigelow 

Roughing  it  in  southern  India 

M.  A.  Handley 

St.  Ignatius  Loyola 

Stewart  Rose 

Salve  Venetia.  2 v. 

F.  M.  Crawford 

Samuel  H.  Tildon’s  writings  and  speeches.  2 

v.  John  Bigelow,  ed. 

Small  boy  and  others 

Henry  James 

South  America 

James  Bryce 

Story  of  my  boyhood  and  youth 

John  Muir 

Story  of  the  negro.  2 v. 

Booker  T.  Washington 

Studies  of  a biographer.  4 v. 

Leslie  Stephen 

Spanish  conquest  in  America.  4 v. 

Sir  Arthur  Helps 

Task  of  social  hygiene 

Havelock  Ellis 

Theodore  Thomas,  a musical  biography 

G.  P.  Upton,  ed. 

Twenty  famous  naval  battles.  2 v. 

E.  K.  Rawson 

Under  the  old  flag.  2 v. 

J.  H.  Wilson 

U.  S.  Catalog  of  books  in  print  Jan.  1,  1912. 
Vailima  letters.  2 v. 

R.  L.  Stevenson 

Valuation  of  public  service  corporations 

R.  H.  Whitten 

Vocations.  10  v. 

W.  D.  Hyde,  ed. 

With  the  victorious  Bulgarians 

Lieut.  H.  Wagner 

The  donors  to  the  Library,  with  the  number  of 
volumes  given  by  each,  is  as  follows: 


F.  L.  Bassett 1 

Missionary  Society:  Bristol  Congregational  Church...  3 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee 59 

Miss  Ellen  S.  Cook. ...  9 

Wallace  H.  Miller . ...  1 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Mitchell 1 

V.  M.  Page 2 

Mrs.  Ellen  L.  Peck 1 

Epaphroditus  Peck 5 

Hubert  D.  Royce 1 

U.  S.  federal  documents 14 

W.  C.  VanAntworp 1 
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In  addition  to  the  above  many  pamphlets,  library  reports,  etc., 
were  received  by  gift  and  in  exchange.  There  are  about  650  cata- 
logued pamphlets  and  manuscripts  in  the  library. 


The  number  of  volumes  retired,  1,425,  is  unusu- 
ally large.  This  is  because  at  the  annual  inventory 
last  July  many  books  were  retired  because  they  were 
soiled  and  some  because  they  had  out-lived  their  day 
and  generation.  Also  duplicates  to  the  number  of  149 
were  retired.  Most  of  these  had  been  shelved  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Library  by  uniting  the  library 
of  Henry  G.  Norton  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  library. 
Shelf-room  is  becoming  so  limited  that  the  space  they 
occupied  was  worth  more  than  the  books. 

An  inventory  taken  in  the  summer  of  1911  showed 
89  volumes  missing.  During  the  succeeding  year  37 
of  them  reappeared.  The  inventory  of  1912  showed 
109  volumes  missing  (including  52  of  the  year  before.) 
An  inventory  taken  this  summer  showed  71  of  them 
still  missing  and  they  were  retired  as  lost.  31  of  them 
were  from  the  main  collection  and  40  from  the  child- 
ren’s room.  There  were  no  books  of  special,  value 


among  them.  90  other  volumes  could  not  be  located 
at  the  last  inventory  but  they  are  still  continued  on 
the  records  as  doubtless  many  of  them  will  be  found 
later. 

The  books  retired  were  classed  as  follows:  fiction, 
1132;  philosophy,  5;  religion,  8;  sociology,  72;  philology, 
1;  natural  science,  15;  useful  arts,  10;  fine  arts,  16; 
literature,  30;  history,  44;  travel,  45;  biography,  47. 
Total,  1425.  Those  retired  as  worn  out  had  had, 
since  binding,  an  average  circulation  of  58.28. 

The  entire  library  is  classed  as  follows: 


Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Per  Cent 

Prose  fiction 

. 0627 

1566 

8193 

34.64 

Reference  and  bibliography.. 

. 358 

13 

371 

1.55 

Philosophy  and  ethics 

. 298 

9 

307 

1.28 

Religion  and  mythology  .... 

. . 828 

52 

880 

3.71 

Sociology,  political  science, 
folk-lore 

. 1689 

213 

1802 

7.54 

Philology  

. 114 

114 

.47 

Natural  science 

240 

1099 

4.59 

Useful  arts 

89 

1458 

6.09 

Fine  arts 

. . 964 

115 

1079 

4.51 

Literature 

.1769 

187 

1956 

8.18 

History 

1615 

268 

1883 

7.45 

Travel  and  description 

.1360 

244 

1604 

6.71 

Biography 

1288 

143 

1531 

6.40 

Magazines  

115 

1645 

6.88 

20008  3254  23922 


Total 


100.00 
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Home  Use  of  Books. 

The  steady  increase  during  the  past  ten  years  in 
the  number  of  books  issued  for  home  reading  is  most 
gratifying.  The  first  report  of  the  Library  covering  an 
entire  year’s  record  was  that  of  1893.  The  circulation 
that  year  and  each  succeeding  fifth  year  was  as  follows: 


Year 

1893 

Circulation 

21,187 

Increase  in  5 years 

Decrease  in  5 years 

1898 

35,625 

14,438 

1903 

33,657 

1,968 

1908 

57,852 

24,195 

1913 

88,534 

30,682 

The  gain  in  ten  years  has  been  54,877  or  163  per 
cent.  The  gain  over  last  year  when  the  circulation 
was  80,728  was  7,806  or  9.67  per  cent.  The  gratifying 
feature  is  that  there  was  a steady  gain  in  every  month 
of  the  year  and  at  the  main  desk,  the  children’s  room, 
and  at  the  Forestville  branch.  The  circulation  at  the 
main  desk  increased  6,048,  nearly  14  per  cent.;  in  the 
children’s  room,  829,  over  4 per  cent. ; at  the  Forestville 
Branch,  515,  6 per  cent.  The  circulation  of  children’s 
books  through  the  schools  increased  583,  over  8 per 
cent.  The  circulation  of  books  for  adults  through  the 
rural  schools  decreased  169,  17  per  cent. 

The  school  circulation  of  books  among  children 
and  adults  was  as  follows: 


District  II 

(North  Side) 

Children 

Adults 

District  V 

(East  Bristol) 

1,826 

District  VI 

(Stafford) 

287 

226 

District  VIII 

(Peaceable  Street) 

532 

96 

District  IX 

(Edgewood) 

428 

122 

District  X 

(South  Chippins  Hill) 

357 

149 

District  XI 

(North  Chippins  Hill)  . . . . 

267 

56 

District  XII 

(Fall  Mountain) 

114 

District  XIII 

(Forestville)  

1,504 

7,340 

76o 
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The  school  circulation  of  books  for  children,  by 
school  terms,  was:  Fall,  2692;  Winter,  2055;  Spring, 

2593. 

The  library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books 
307  days  (exclusive  of  holidays.)  The  average  daily 
circulation  was:  At  the  main  desk  166.35,  in  the 
children’s  room  65.7,  at  the  branch  29.66.  Total 
261.71;  26.86  more  than  in  1911-T2.  At  the  main  desk 
March  15th,  366  books  were  issued;  9 more  than  the 
previous  record  made  on  March  16,  1912.  This  record 
stood  but  a week  as  on  March  22,  418  books  were  given 
out.  A record  for  daily  circulation  at  the  main  library 
was  made  March  8,  with  512;  nine  more  than  the  pre- 
vious record  of  March  16,  1912.  March  22,  another 
record  was  made,  the  day’s  circulation  being  569.  The 
total  circulation  of  March  at  the  main  desk  was  5,064; 
701  more  than  the  record  month  of  March,  1912.  Last 
March  a new  record  of  total  circulation  was  made, 
8,162  books  having  been  issued,  243  more  than  the 
reeord  made  in  March,  1912. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  circulation  by 
months  in  the  several  departments,  compared  with  the 
circulation  of  the  preceding  year: — 


Main  Desk 

Children's 

Room 

Branch 

Total 

Total 
1911  '12 

Increase  Decrease 

August 

4235 

1298 

787 

6320 

5687 

633 

September  . 

3879 

1068 

577 

5524 

5306 

218 

October 

4239 

1340 

613 

6192 

5472 

720 

November. . 

4189 

1665 

671 

6525 

5917 

608 

December. . 

3821 

2123 

711 

6655 

6120 

535 

January. . . . 

4677 

2198 

868 

7743 

6295 

1448 

February. . . 

4505 

2000 

704 

7209 

6623 

586 

March 

5064 

2251 

847 

8162 

7919 

243 

April 

4603 

1691 

792 

7086 

6680 

406 

May 

4260 

1481 

814 

6555 

5921 

634 

June 

1614 

777 

6156 

5342 

814 

July 

3885 

1474 

945 

6304 

5757 

547 

Total 

51122 

20203 

9106 

80431 

73039 

7392 

Schools.  . . 

7340 

6757 

583 

District  libraries 

763 

932 

7392  169 

Total 

• 

88534 

80728 

7975  169 

The 

circulation 

, classified, 

was  as 

follows: 

Main  Desk 

Children’s 
Room 

Branch 

.2  Children 
o 
o 
xi 

$ Adult.. 

Total 

Per  Cent.. 

Total 

1911-12 

Per  Cent. . 

Prose  Fiction,  adult 

43025 

6419 

708 

50147 

56.64 

44052 

54.57 

Prose  Fiction,  juvenile., 

15933 

1233 

4811 

21977 

24.82 

20658 

25  46 

Bibliography 

1C 

16 

.02 

2 

Philosophy 

179 

3 

9 

7 

6 

204 

.23 

290 

.38 

Religion 

291 

130 

22 

2 

85 

530 

.60 

489 

.60 

Sociology 

, 674 

815 

111 

5 

342 

1947 

2.20 

1775 

2.20 

Philology 

. 55 

4 

12 

71 

.08 

61 

.06 

Natural  Science 

583 

339 

52 

409 

1383 

1.56 

1262 

1.56 

Useful  Arts 

. 835 

230 

88 

9 

134 

1296 

1.46 

1166 

1.44 

Fine  Arts 

591 

361 

47 

1 

41 

1041 

1.18 

1180 

1.46 

literature 

902 

381 

112 

564 

1959 

2.21 

1878 

2.33 

History 

. 767 

939 

59 

6 

470 

2241 

2.53 

2621 

3.25 

Travel 

. 1333 

482 

176 

24 

354 

2369 

2.68 

2264 

2.80 

Biography 

. 778 

306 

57 

1 

112 

1254 

1.42 

1085 

1.34 

Magazines 

. 1098 

284 

717 

2099 

2.37 

2055 

2.55 

Total  . 

51122 

20203 

9106 

763 

7340 

88534 

100.00 

80728 

100.00 
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I regret  that  the  percentage  of  fiction  has  in- 
creased 1.43  per  cent.  It  is  partially  atoned  for  by 
the  fact  that  it  is  due  to  the  great  increase  in  circula- 
tion of  fiction,  not  to  the  decrease  in  circulation  of 
non-fiction.  In  fact,  there  were  292  more  non-fiction 
books  issued  than  in  1911-’12. 

526  of  the  volumes  issued  were  in  foreign  lan- 
guages. 773  mounted  pictures  and  stereoscopic  views 
were  issued,  principally  to  school  teachers.  Duiing 
the  year  a set  of  600  stereoscopic  views  and  a few 
stereoscopes  were  purchased,  also  a guide  which  cata- 
logues and  indexes  the  views  topically  and  by  subject. 
The  school  department  purchased  ’scopes  and  guides 
for  the  class  rooms  of  the  public  schools.  This  co- 
operation enables  the  teacher  to  determine  from  the 
guide  the  views  which  will  be  helpful  to  the  pupils’ 
understanding  of  the  particular  subject  under  consid- 
eration. She  then  orders  the  views  by  number  and 
they  are  charged  her  as  books  would  be  charged. 

A table  is  given  above  comparing  the  number  and 
costs  of  books  added  to  each  library  in  five  Connecti- 
cut cities,  as  shown  by  the  last  annual  reports.  Com- 
paring the  circulation  of  books  from  the  same  libraries, 
the  number  of  volumes  issued  during  the  year  covered 
by  the  reports  for  each  person  living  in  the  city  was 
as  follows:  Hartford,  2.61;  New  Haven,  2.91;  Water- 

bury,  3.12;  New  Britain,  3.63;  Bristol,  6.56. 

The  number  of  persons  having  borrowers’  cards, 
authorizing  them  to  draw  books,  increased  223  during 
the  year.  At  the  main  library  the  three  years’  time 
limit  expired  on  891  cards  and  1,116  new  cards  were 
issued,  a gain  of  225.  At  the  Forestville  branch  the 
time  expired  on  140  cards  and  138  new  cards  were 
issued,  a loss  of  2.  The  number  of  borrowers’  cards 


outstanding  August  1 was  3,767.  Of  this  number 
3,328  have  been  issued  from  the  main  library  and  439 
from  the  branch. 


Binding. 

During  the  year  267  volumes  of  magazines  and 
public  documents  were  bound  for  the  first  time  and  380 
volumes  were  rebound.  The  average  circulation  be- 
fore binding  of  the  volumes  rebound  was  45.50  and  the 
average  cost  of  rebinding  was  33.75  cents.  The  average 
cost  of  the  new  binding  was  36  cents.  During  the  year 
917  volumes,  which  otherwise  would  have  gone  to  the 
bindery,  have  been  re-cased  at  the  Library. 

Library  and  Reading  Room  Hours  and  Summary 
of  the  Rules 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  open  from  9 a. 
m.  until  9 p.  m.,  except  Sundays  and  the  following 
holidays:  Labor  Day,  New  Year’s  Day  and  Memorial 

Day  the  library  and  reading  room  are  open  from  9 a. 
m.  until  1 p.  m. ; Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Fast  Day 
and  the  Fourth  of  July  the  entire  building  is  closed  all 
day.  The  reading  room  is  also  open  Sundays  from  2 
until  6 p.  m.  from  October  1 until  June  1. 

Any  resident,  taxpayer  or  person  regularly  em- 
ployed in  Bristol  is  entitled  to  borrow  books  from  the 
library  without  charge,  when  that  person  has  signed 
the  proper  application  and  agreement  and  has  been  iden- 
tified. Applications  of  persons  under  eighteen  years  of 
age  require  the  endorsement  of  parent,  guardian,  or 
some  other  responsible  person. 


THE 

JOHN  CRERAR 

LIB 
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Periodicals  in  the  Reading  Room 


Boston  Journal 
Hartford  Courant 
Hartford  Post 


Daily  Papers 


Hartford  Times 
New  York  Herald 
New  York  Times 


New  York  Sun 
Springfield  Republican 
Waterbury  American 


Total  9 


Weekly  Publications 


American  Machinist 
Bristol  City  Ledger 
Chautauquan 
Collier’s  Weekly 
Commoner  x 
Connecticut  Farmer 
Electrical  World 
Harper’s  Weekly 


Illus.  London  News 
Independent 
Leslie’s  Weekly 
Life 

Literary  Digest 
Living  Age 
New  York  Times: 
book  review 
Outlook 


Rural  New  Yorker 
Scientific  American 

“ “ Supp’t 

Survey 

Yale  Alumni  Weekly  x 
Youths  Companion 


Total  22 


Monthly  Publications 


Ambition  x 
American  Boy  j 
American  City 
American  Magazine 
Atlantic 

Boy’s  Magazine  j 
Bookman 
Brown  Alumni  x 
Century 
Country  Life  in 
America 
Delineator 
Educational  Review 
Elementary  Teacher 


Engineering 

Forum 

Garden  Magazine 
Good  Housekeeping 
Harper’s  Bazar 
Harper’s  Monthly 
Hearst’s  Magazine 
Ladies’ Home  Journal 
Little  Folks  j 
McClure’s  Magazine 
Machinery 
Musician 

National  Geographic 
Magazine 


Our  Dumb  Animals  j 
No.  American  Review 
Outing 
Playgrounds 
Popular  Mechanics 
Popular  Electricity 
Review  of  Reviews 
St.  Nicholas  j 
School  Review 
Scribner’s  Magazine 
Technical  World 
Travel 

Wood- worker  x 
World’s  Work 

Total  40 


Other  Publications 

Congressional  Record  New  England  Historical  and 

Dial:  semi-monthly  Genealogical  Register:  quarterly 

Bristol  Press:  semi-weekly  Total  4 


(x)  Gift 

(j)  Children’s  Room 


FINANCE. 


The  receipts  at  the  Library  during  the  year  were 
as  follows: 


Fines  and  dues:  — 

Main  desk $286.40 

Children’s  room 20  53 

Forestville  branch 22.67 

$329.60 

Rental  of  library  hall  and  basement 34.50 

Non-resident  borrowers 4.00 

Reserving  books 6.65 

Books  lost  or  damaged 3.51 

Books,  papers  and  periodicals  sold 7.31 

Packing  cases,  catolog  cards,  etc.,  sold  . . . 6.87 

Catalogs  sold 1.00 

Lost  cards  replaced 1.00 


$394  44 

The  total  is  $41.52  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

The  total  amount  expended  during  the  year  end- 
ing July  31,  1912,  was  $6,236.63.  For  several  years 
the  Library  income  was  deiived  from  the  income  of  a 
tax  fixed  by  vote  of  the  electors  at  3-4  of  a mill  or  75 
cents  on  a $1,000.00.  When  the  city  council  were 
considering  the  rate  in  the  fall  of  1911,  the  Library 
B Dard  suggested  that  the  Library  tax  be  reduced  to 
6-10  of  a mill.  That  rate  was  fixed  by  the  city  council 
and  produced  about  $6,000  income.  Last  fall  the 
Library  Board  requested  a tax  rate  of  1-2  a mill  which, 
through  the  increase  in  the  grand  list,  would  produce 
about  $5,500.00.  There  was  a balance  in  the  Library 
Fund  or  $4,700.00  which  would  pay  bills  incurred  till 
taxes  were  available  in  May,  1913.  The  city  council, 
however,  decided  to  make  a definite  appropriation  for 
the  Library,  as  for  the  other  departments  of  the  city, 
and  appropriated  $800.00  which,  with  the  $4,700.00  in 


the  treasury  would  give  the  Library  the  estimated  in- 
come of  a 1-2  mill  tax. 

The  total  amount  expended  the  past  year  was 
$8,744.74 — $3,244.74  more  than  the  appropriation  plus 
balance  on  hand  last  September,  and  $2,507.81  more 
than  the  total  spent  the  year  before.  This  in- 
crease was  made  possible  as  the  net  income  for  the 
year  of  “The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund,” 
which  consists  of  the  Mary  P.  Root  Bequest,  amounted 
to  $3,530.31.  A detailed  report  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  Library  Fund  is*  appended  to  this  re- 
port. 

The  principal  increase  in  expenditure  was  for 
books:  1,296  more  volumes  having  been  purchased  at 
an  additional  expense  of  $906.60.  The  amount  paid 
the  librarian  and  assistants  increased  $422.78;  princi- 
pally because  the  report  of  last  year  included  Miss 
King’s  compensation  for  but  six  months.  The  great 
increase  in  the  amount  of  cataloging  and  clerical  work 
due  to  the  large  number  of  books  added  and  the  in- 
crease in  circulation  necessitated  the  employment  of 
additional  assistance  and  Miss  Gertrude  M.  Kelsey,  a 
graduate  of  the  Bristol  High  School,  and  a competent 
stenographer  and  typewriter,  has  been  engaged. 
Otherwise,  the  Library  force  remains  as  heretofore. 

The  Library  Board  felt  warranted  in  expending  a 
part  of  the  increase  in  the  Library  Fund,  not  derived 
from  taxation,  for  purposes  long  considered  but  post- 
poned because  of  lack  of  funds.  Electric  light  stand- 
ards were  procured  and  placed  in  front  of  the  building, 
adding  much  to  its  attractiveness;  a vacuum  cleaner 
was  purchased;  also  a set  of  600  stereographs  with 
’scopes  and  a cabinet  for  the  same. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  Library  year  has 
been  the  placing  of  the  memorial  tablets,  reproductions 
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of  photographs  of  which  are  included  in  this  report. 
They  were  designed  and  executed  by  Mr.  Louis  A.  Gude- 
brod,  sculptor,  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and  are  most  satis- 
factory in  design  and  workmanship.  They  are  placed 
on  the  north  and  south  walls  of  the  delivery  room,  at 
the  foot  of  the  stairways  going  up  to  the  assembly 
room.  It  is  most  fitting  to  spend  part  of  the  income  of 
the  bequest  in  purchasing  these  tablets,  one  of  which 
expresses  the  appreciation  of  a grateful  public  to  its 
benefactress  and  serves  as  a worthy  memorial  of  her 
beneficence;  the  other  tablet  records  the  public 
spirit  of  a community  and  inspires  to  other  deeds  of 
civic  improvement. 

Mr.  Gudebrod  presented  the  Library  with  a bas- 
relief  of  Hans  Christian  Andersen,  which  has  been 
placed  in  the  children’s  room. 

Mrs.  Charles  E.  Mitchell  presented  the  Library 
with  a group  picture,  framed,  and  the  original  photo- 
graphs from  which  the  group  were  taken,  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  B.  B.  Society,  which  included  many  of  the 
young  men  of  prominence  in  Bristol  fifty  years  ago. 
The  same  has  been  hung  in  the  museum. 

A course  of  lectures,  popular  but  of  superior  qual- 
ity, has  been  arranged  by  the  Library  Board  to  be 
given  in  the  Library  hall  during  the  coming  winter. 
The  first  lecture  is  to  be  given  October  14th  by  John 
Kendrick  Banks,  the  humorist.  The  purpose  of  this 
course  is  to  furnish  high-grade  entertainment — not  to 
make  money.  In  fact,  it  will  be  impossible  to  cover 
expenses,  even  if  every  seat  is  sold.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  public  will  appreciate  this  undertaking  in  their  be- 
half and  that  the  lectures  will  be  well  patronized. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  L.  Wooding,  Librarian. 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders. 


Librarian  and  Assistants: — 

C.  L.  Wooding $1600  00 

E.  Jennie  Peck 540  00 

May  W.  Dailey 36178 

Annie  W.  Darrow 152  80 

Elizabeth  R.  King 407  20 

Gertrude  M.  Kelsey 16  40 

$3,078  18 

Purchase  of  Books; — 

Brown,  Thomson  Co. — 717  vol $618  69 

J.  R.  Anderson  Co.— 446  vol 373  88 

Baker  & Taylor  Co. — 406  vol 244  03 

Carol  Cox  Book  Co.— 439  vol *7 238  22 

Times  Book  Club— 181  vol .7. 115  22 

DeWolfe-Fiske  & Co. — 101  vol 86  44 

Isaac  Mendoza  Book  Co.— 97  vol 67  20 

Charles  W.  Clark  Co. — 66  vol 61  40 

Union  Library  Assn. — 44  vol 55  13 

G.  F.  Reifsneider — 79  vol 44  90 

Lexington  Book  Club — 44  vol 44  25 

Standard  Book  Co. — 35  vol 43  60 

Himebaugh-Browne  Co. — 46  vol 40  34 

T.  E.  Schulte— 43  vol 33  10 

F.  Loeser  & Co.— 20  vol 32  35 

Helen  R.  Marvin — 96  vol 30  90 

Leary,  Stuart  & Co. — 17  vol 30  10 

Henry  Malkan — 31  vol 29  25 

N.  M.  Ladd  Co.—  31  vol 27  10 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.— 8 vol 26  65 

Rand,  McNally  & Co — 2 vol 25  00 

John  Wanamaker — 57  vol 24  03 

McDevitt-Wilson — 19  vol 22  15 

O.  Olszewski — 35  vol 22  05 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Purchase  of  Books — Cont’d. 

C.  F.  Lauriat  Co. — 13  vol 21  15 

Hall  & Locke  Co.— 10  vol 16  25 

Lucius  B.  Barbouv— 4 vol 13  50 

New  Fiction  Lib.  Co. — 57  vol 12  60 

Freud  & Co. — 15  vol. 12  50 

H.  L.  Huntting  Co. — 15  vol 12  00 

Browne’s  Book  Store — 17  vol  11  50 

G.  Putnam’s  Sons — 10  vol 10  10 

F.  H.  Dyer— 1 vol 10  00 

Tabbard  Inn  Book  Co. — 23  vol 6 45 

Macmillan  & Co. — 12  vol 5 75 

Little,  Brown  & Co. — 4 vol 4 30 

Cadmus  Book  Shop — 2 vol 3 45 

Oliver  Ditson  Co. — 2 vol 3 00 

Thos.  Nelson  & Sons 3 00 

Stone  & Dourier  Co 2 60 

Burnham  Book  Store — 1 vol 2 50 

Elm  Tree  Press 2 35 

Mrs.  Cornelia  B.  Smith — 1 vol 1 35 

H.  L.  Baldwin  Pub.  Co.— 1 vol.. 1 00 

National  Geographic  Society — 1 vol 1 00 

Pan  American  Union — 1 vol 1 00 

T.  S.  Rorke— 1 vol 1 00 

B.  O.  Barnard — 1 vol 25 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 63  16 

$2,557  74 

Binding  unbound  Books  and  Periodicals:  — 

Robert  Brooks,  267  vols $95  78 

C.  L.  Wooding,  freight  paid 1 17 

96  95 

Rebinding  Books: — 

Robert  Brooks,  380  vols 124  39 

C.  L.  Wooding,  freight  paid 3 92 

128  31 

Recasing  and  Repairing  Books: — 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  recasing  917  volumnes. . . 36  28 

“ supplies 10 

Gaylord  Bros.,  supplies 23  63 

G.  H.  Elton  Co.,  shellac 2 00 

A.  F.  Lincoln,  wood  alcohol 70 


62  71 
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Classified  List  of.Library  Orders — 

Periodicals: — 

B.  O.  Barnard 154  25 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 19  00 

Hartford  Times  (2  copies). 8 00 

Hartford  Courant 4 00 

McBride,  Nasfc  & Co 3 50 

University  of  Chicago  Press 2 70 

Bristol  Press  (2  copies) 2 00 

American  Library  Ass’n  Publishing  Board..  2 00 

New  York  Times 1 25 

Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission 1 20 

Bristol  City  Ledger 1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 3 60 

202  50 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage:  — 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co.,  misc.  printing....  218  99 

Kellogg  & Bulkley,  book-plates 27  81 

B.  O.  Barnard,  supplies 11  60 

G.  A.  Warner,  P.  M.,  stamped  envelopes.  21  24 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 6 20 

285  84 

Heat:— 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  steam  heat 184  40 

Strunz  Coal  Co.,  wood 14  00 

198  40 

Light:— 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co. 

Electric  light 240  97 

Gas  light 94  02 

334  99 

Care  of  Property,  Repairs  and  Supplies: — 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  janitor 

Salary 320  00 

Extra  services 3 00 

Cash  payments 4 59 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co 34  38 

A.  F.  Lincoln,  painting  exterior  woodwork  21  59 

Adams  & Arnold,  repairs  and  supplies 17  33 

Fred  Judd,  labor 14  30 

Bristol  Water  Co 10  74 

Art  Metal  Construction  Co  , book  supports  10  00 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Care  of  Property,  etc. — Cont’d. 

Frost  & Bartlett  Co.,  spraying  elms 9 00 

Orient  Spray  Co.,  floor  oil 8 80 

Shaffer-Marsh  Co.,  repairs  and  supplies. . . 8 05 

Fitch  Dustdown  Co.,  dustdown 7 90 

City  of  Bristol,  sprinkling  tax 7 28 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  supplies 6 72 

Robert  Brooks,  repairing  magazine  holders  6 00 

C.  Funck  & Son,  repairs  and  supplies. ...  5 72 

Imperial  Brush  Co.,  supplies 3 90 

G.  F.  Thomas,  supplies 3 50 

Bristol  Hardware  Co.,  supplies 3 20 

John  Riggs,  repairs 2 50 

W.  P.  Birdy,  repairs 1 96 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 11  25 

521  71 

Miscellaneous: — 

M.  L.  Peck  & Son,  insurance 210  00 

S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co 27  25 

C.  Funck  & Son,  book  truck  and  repairs. . 17  50 

B.  O.  Barnard,  office  furniture  and  supplies  12  07 

American  Paper  Goods  Co.,  book  pockets.  13  31 
W.  G.  Johnstone  & Co.,  magazine  holders  5 40 

C.  B.  Dolge  Co.,  paper  towels 4 16 

American  Library  Bindery,  mag.  holders..  3 80 

R.  W.  Ford  & Co.,  rubber  stamps 2 55 

C.  S.  Felter,  stamp  pads  2 50 

Forbes  Stamp  Co.,  rubber  stamps ....  2 38 

W.  W.  Thorpe,  bags  for  carrying  books  2 00 

Andrew  Brothers,  Christmas  wreaths 1 50 

Wallace  Barnes  Co. , repairing  mag.  holders  75 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  cash  payments • 25 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 13  96 

319  38 

Special: — 

Mitchell  Vance  Co.,  electric  standards  . . . 250  00 

Shaffer-Marsh  Co.,  setting  above 55  06 

G.  F.  Thomas,  vacuum  cleaner 240  00 

L.  A.  Gudebrod,  tablets  (part  payment).  135  00 

Keystone  View  Co.,  stereographs,  views 
and  cabinet  114  27 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders— 

Special — Cont’d. 

John  Riggs,  museum  cases,  $61  02 

altering  doors, 49  68 — 110  70 

R.  L.  Carter,  typewriter 53  00 

958  03 

$8,744  74 

We  have  audited  the  foregoing  account  and  find  it 
correct. 

John  T.  Chidsey, 

Michael  B.  O’Brien 


Bristol,  Sept.  3,  1913. 


City  Auditors. 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund 

(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest.) 


Report  of  C ♦ L.  Wooding,  Agent. 


PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNT. 

DR. 

Feb.  7,  1913  Received  of  Noble  E.  Pierce,  Trustee  Estate  of 

Mary  P.  Root. 

STOCKS. 


Shares 

Name  of  Company 

Market  Value 
Estimated  Feb.  7,  1913. 

Par  Value 

50 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co 

$5,500  00 

$5,000  00 

22 

Bristol  & Plainville  Tramway  Co, 

3,300  00 

2,200  00 

1 

Bristol  Trust  Co 

150  00 

100  CO 

14 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  (common) 

742  00 

14  00 

7 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  (preferred) 

602  00 

7 00 

100 

Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  R.  R. 

Co...  6,200  00 

10,000  00 

50 

New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford 

R.  R.  Co 

6,350  00 

5,000  00 

500 

Nipissing  Mining  Co 

4,437  50 

2,500  00 

50 

North  Butte  Mining  Co 

1,300  00 

750  00 

67 

United  Fruit  Co 

6,700  00 

13 

U.  S.  Smelting  & Refining  and  Mining 

Co.  (preferred) 

MORTGAGES. 

520  00 

650  00 

Bristol  Public  Welfare  Ass’n 

4,000  00 

4,000  00 

P.  W.  & J.  L.  Barnum 

500  00 

500  00 

SAVINGS  BANK  DEPOSITS. 


Bristol  Savings  Bank 3,490  99  3,490  99 

March  1,  1913  Received  of  Noble  E.  Pierce, 

Trustee,  Income  of  the  Mary  P.  Root 
Fund  prior  to  Sept.  1,  1912  and  termed  as 
‘‘principal”  by  vote  of  the  Library  Board, 

deposited  in  Bristol  Savings  Bank 2,154  12  2,154  12 

Total  Mary  P.  Root  Bequest $50,837  61  $43,066  11 


Jan.  17,  1913  Sale  of  rights  of  Boston  Elevated 

Railway  Co 35  00 

July  15,  1913  $1000  bond  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Co.  gold  5s  1942.... $988  75 

July  15,  1913  $1000  bond  Syracuse  Lighting 

Co.  1st  mortgage  5s  1951 1,000  00 

July  16,  1913  $3000  bonds  American  Telephone 

& Telegraph  Co.  collateral  trust  4s  1929. ..  2,628  75 — $4,617  50 

$47,718  61 

CR. 

July  15th  & 23rd,  1913  Cash  withdrawn  from 
the  Bristol  Savings  Bank  to  pay  for  bonds 

purchased $4,617  50 


Statement  of  the  Principal  of  the  Fund,  August  1,  1913. 

STOCKS. 


Amount  of  the  principal  of  the  fund, 
July  31,  1913 


$43,101  11 


Number 
of  Shares 


Name  of  Company 


Estimated  August  1,  1913 


Market  Value  Par  Value 


50  * Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co S 

22  Bristol  & Plainville  Tramway  Co 

1 Bristol  Trust  Co 

14  Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  (common) 

7 Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  (preferred) 

100  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  R.  R.  Co. 

(preferred) 

50  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford 
R.  R.  Co 


$4,725  00  $5,000  00 

3,300  00  2,200  00 

150  00  100  00 

678  00  14  00 

563  50  7 00 


5,800  00  10,000  00 


5,037  50  5,000  00 
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500 

Nipissing  Mining  Co 

4,250  00 

2,500  00 

50 

North  Butte  Mining  Co 

1,387  50 

750  00 

67 

United  Fruit  Co 

6,700  00 

13 

U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co. 

(preferred) 

617  50 

650  00 

$37,497  00 

$32,921  00 

BONDS  INVENTORIED  AT  COST. 


$3000  00  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph 

Co.  collateral  trust  4s  1929 $2,633  75  *2,628  75 

$1000  00  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  gold  5s 

1942 991  00  *988  75 

$1000  00  Syracuse  Lighting  Co.,  1st  mortgage 

5s  1951 1,000  00  *1,000  00 


MORTGAGES. 


Bristol  Public  Welfare  Ass’n 4,000  00  4,000  00 

P.  W.  & J.  L.  Barnum 500  00  500  00 


SAVINGS  BANK  DEPOSITS. 


Bristol  Savings  Bank 1,062  61 

Total $47,684  36 


* Bonds  are  carried  at  cost. 


1,062  61 


$43,101  11 


INCOME  ACCOUNT,  JANUARY  1 TO  AUGUST  1,  1913. 


RECEIPTS 

Noble  E.  Pierce,  Trustee  estate  of  Mary  P.  Root,  in- 
come of  Library  Fund,  Sept.  1,  1912  to  Jan.  2, 


1913 $1,645  88 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  dividend  (6  months) . . . 150  00 

Bristol  & Plainville  Tramway  Co.  dividend  (6  mos. ). . 88  00 

Bristol  Savings  Bank,  interest  to  July  1 98  99 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  interest  to  June  1 18  88 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  dividend  (year)  6 00 

Bristol  Welfare  Association,  interest  (6  months) 100  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  dividend  on  common  stock 

(6  months) 14  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  dividend  on  preferred  stock. . . 

(9  months) 31  50 
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Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railway  Co.  dividend 

(6  months) 200  00 

New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford  Railroad  Co. 

dividend  (6  months) 175  00 

Nipissing  Mining  Co.,  dividend  (9  months) 562  50 

North  Butte  Mining  Co.,  dividend  (9  months) 75  00 

United  Fruit  Co.,  dividend  (9  months) 402  00 

U.  S.  Smelting,  Refining  & Mining  Co.,  dividend 

(9  months) 34  11 


$3,601  86 


DISBURSEMENTS 


C.  L.  Wooding,  agent,  salary  (6  months) $50  00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  rental  of  safety  deposit  box 2 50 

Bristol  City  Clerk,  recording  transfers  of  mortgages. . 1 00 

Accrued  interest  on  bonds  purchased 18  05 

71  55 

Net  income $3,530  31 

Transferred  to  City  Treasurer  for  General  Library 

Fund 2,400  00 

Amount  of  income  on  hand  and  deposited  with 

The  Bristol  Trust  Co $1,130  31 


Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  L.  WOODING. 

We  have  audited  the  above  accounts;  general 
library  account  and  the  accounts  of  “The  City  of  Bris- 
tol, Conn.,  Library  Fund,”  principal  and  income,  and 
find  them  correct. 

John  T.  Chidsey, 
Michael  B.  O’Brien, 

City  Auditors. 


Bristol,  September  3,  1913. 


Inventory  and  Assets  of  the  Public  Library, 
August  1,  1913,  as  returned  to  the  City  Clerk. 

INVENTORY 


Building  site $12, (XX)  00 

Library  building 44,000  00 

Book  stacks 1,500  00 

Chairs  and  tables 500  00 

Assembly  Room  furniture 300  00 

Office  furniture 100  00 

Book  supports  and  shelf  labels,  etc.  . . 50  00 

Typewriters  50  00 

Vacuum  cleaner 200  00 


$58,750  00 


Books 12,000  00 

Museum  and  cases 3,000  00 


$73,750  00 

The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library 
Fund  (Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 


Pricipal  (market  value  of  securities)  $47,684  46 

Income 1,130  31 

48,814  67 


Total 


$122,564  67 


Adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Library  Directors  to  the  city,  at  a meeting  duly  warned 
and  held  September  6th,  1913. 

Attest:  Epaphroditus  Peck, 

Secretary. 
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REPORT 


or  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THE 


Public  Library 


istol9  Conn. 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  July  31,  1914 


THE  BRISTOL  PRESS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


BRISTOL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public 
Library  of  Bristol,  Conn.: 


Gentlemen — I respectfully  submit  herewith  my 
report  as  librarian  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1914. 

Size  and  Growth  of  the  Library. 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1913 23,922 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year: 

By  purchase 3,009 

By  gift 220 

From  bindery 51 

3,280 

Volumes  withdrawn: 

Discarded 21 

Lost  and  paid  for 3 

Worn  out 328 

Missing  at  last  two  inventories 29 

Lost  in  circulation 25 


27,202 


406 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1914 


26,796 


Character  and  cost  of  the  volumes  acquired  and 
per  cent,  of  total  amount  paid  for  books  of  each  class 


By  Gift  and  Binding  By  Purchase  Cost  Cost  Per  Volume  Per  Cent 


Juvenile  fiction 1 495  $252.23  $ .510  11.51 

Juvenile  non-fiction 13  352  164.22  . 466  7.49 

Adult  fiction 9 1218  745.30  .612  34.02 

Adult  non-fiction 248  944  1029.37  1.090  46.98 


271  3009  $2191.12  $ .703  100.00 

Of  the  volumes  added,  16  were  in  German,  57  in 
Lithuanian,  12  in  French,  and  138  in  Polish.  Books  in 
Polish  were  purchased  for  the  first  time,  at  the  request 
of  interested  citizens,  and  are  much  appreciated.  The 
circulation  of  books  in  foreign  languages  is  given  later. 

Of  the  books  added  to  the  library  during  the  year, 
861  were  juvenile  and  2419  were  adult.  The  juvenile 
were  classed  as  follows:  fiction,  496;  philosophy,  3; 
religion,  13;  sociology,  75;  natural  science,  37;  useful 
arts,  12;  fine  arts,  32;  literature,  41;  history,  80;  travel, 
29;  biography,  37;  magazines,  6.  The  adult  were 
classed  as  follows:  fiction,  1227;  bibliography,  15; 

philosophy,  53;  religion,  75;  sociology,  189;  philology, 
15;  natural  science,  50;  useful  arts,  165;  fine  arts,  89; 
literature,  187;  history,  83;  travel,  151;  biography,  75; 
magazines,  45. 

The  following  are  the  most  important  additions  to 
the  Library; 


TITLE 


AUTHOR 


Across  unknown  South  America,  2 v.  A.  H.  S.  Savage-Landor 

All  the  days  of  my  life  Amelia  Barr 

Alternating  currents  and  alternating  machinery  D.  C.  & J . P.  Jackson 


Art  and  common  sense 

Ascent  of  Denali  (Mount  McKinley) 

Autobiography 

Autobiography 

Baedeker’s  guide  to  Great  Britain 
Baedeker’s  guide  to  the  United  States 
Bahama  Islands 


Royal  Cortissoz 
Hudson  Stuck 
Admiral  George  Dewey 
Theodore  Roosevelt 


G.  B.  Shattuck,  ed 
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TITLE 

AUTHOR 

Beginnings  of  the  American  Revolution,  3 

v.  Ellen  Chase 

Book  of  grasses 

Mary  F.  Evans 

Book  of  porcelain 

Bernard  Rackham 

Brazil  and  the  Brazilians 
Britannica  year  book,  1913 

Kidder  & Fletcher 

The  Brontes 

Clement  Shorter 

Cambridge  mediaeval  history,  v.  1-2 

J.  C.  Bury,  ed 

Camera  adventures  in  African  wilds 

A.  R.  Dugmore 

Camps  and  cruises  of  an  ornithologist 
Catholic  encyclopaedia,  index  volume 

F.  M.  Chapman 

Compressed  air 

G.  D.  Hiscox 

Confessions  of  a tenderfoot 

Ralph  Stock 

Connecticut  vital  records:  Bolton,  Vernon, 

Norwich 

Cost  keeping  for  manufacturing  plants 

S.  H.  Bunnell 

Curiosities  of  popular  customs 
Cyclopaedia  of  motion  picture  work,  2 v. 

W.  S.  Walch 

Cyclopaedia  of  social  usage 

Helen  L.  Roberts 

Dandies  and  men  of  letters 

L.  H.  Vincent 

Dramatic  opinions,  2 v. 

G.  B.  Shaw 

Early  memories 

Henry  Cabot  Lodge 

Economic  interpretation  of  the  U.  S.  constitution  C.  A.  Beard 

Edward  M.  Stanton,  2 v. 

G.  O.  Gorham 

Elements  of  accounting 

J.  J.  Klein 

Elements  of  physical  chemistry 

H.  O.  Jones 

Face  of  China 

E.  G.  Kemp 

Fall  of  the  Dutch  Republic 

H.  W.  Van  Loon 

Familiar  Spanish  travels 

W.  D.  Howells 

The  family:  an  ethnographical  and  historical  outline  E.  C.  Parsons 

First  American  Civil  war,  1775-78,  2 v. 

Henry  Belcher 

The  flower-finder 

G.  L.  Walton 

French  revolution,  4 v. 

A.  Aulard 

Fringe  of  the  East 

H.  C.  Lukach 

From  Manassas  to  Appomattox 

Gen.  Jas.  Longstieet 

Garden  farming 

L.  C.  Corbett 

Glory  that  was  Greece 

J.  O.  Stobart 

Gospel  story  in  ait 

John  LaFarge 

Government  of  European  cities 

W.  B.  Monro 

Guide  to  the  best  fiction  in  English 

E.  A.  Baker 

Gustavus  Adolphus 

Harper’s  young  people’s  library,  0 v. 

A.  D.  Dodge 

Historical  sketches,  3 v. 

Cardinal  Newman 

History  of  Connecticut 

G.  L.  Clark 

History  of  modern  philosophy 

Harold  Hoffding 

History  of  Scotland 

Andrew  Lang 
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TITLE 


AUTHOR 


History  of  the  reconstruction  period 
History  of  the  people  of  the  U.  S.,  v.  8 
Home  furnishing 
House  dignified 
House  in  good  taste 


James  Schouler 
J.  B.  McMaster 
G.  L.  Hunter 
Lillian  H.  French 
Elsie  DeWolfe 


Illustrated  flora  of  the  northern  states  and  Canada,  3 v.  Britton  & Brown 


Imperial  Germany 

International  Studio  year-book,  1913 
Intimate  memories  of  Napoleon  III,  2 v. 
Introduction  to  the  history  of  religions 
Italy  in  the  13th  century,  2 v. 

Japanese  empire 
Letters,  2 v. 

Letters  to  Chas.  Eliot  Norton,  2 v. 

Life  and  letters  of  Charles  Darwin,  2 v. 
Lubrication  and  lubricants 


Baron  von  Bulow 

Baron  d’Ambes 
C.  H.  Toy 
H.  D.  Sedgwick 
T.  P.  Terry 
Chas.  Eliot  Norton 
John  Ruskin 
Francis  Darwin 
Archbutt  & Deeley 


Machinery  handbook  for  machine  shop  and  drafting  room 


Maximum  production 

Melba 

Memoirs 

Memoirs  of  an  American  prima  donna 
Memoirs  of  my  long  life 
Mexico,  the  wonderland  of  the  South 
Miracles  of  science 
Miscellaneous  writings 
Modern  pilgrimage  to  Mecca 
Motor  days  in  England 
Mulberry  tree  (West  Indies) 

New  tales  of  old  Rome 

One  hundred  masterpieces  of  painting 

Origin  and  development  of  modern  ideas,  2 v. 

Our  southern  highlanders 

Pacific  shores  from  Panama 

Panama  gateway 

Practical  tree  repair 

Pre-Raphaelitism,  2 v. 

Preventive  medicine 
Psychology  and  social  sanity 
Psychology  of  religious  experience 
Public  opinion  and  popular  government 
Puritans  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  3 v. 
Reminiscences  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  2 v. 
Scott’s  last  expedition,  2 v. 

Social  forces  in  England  and  America 


C.  E.  Knoeppel 
Agnes  G.  Murphy 
Li  Hung  Chang 
Clara  L.  Kellogg 
Sarah  Bernhardt 
Hamilton  Fyfe 
H.  S.  Williams 
Joseph  Story 
A.  J.  B.  Wavell 
J.  M.  Dillon 
Winifred  James 
Rodolfo  Lanciani 
John  LaFarge 
Edward  Westermarck 
Horace  Kephart 
Ernest  Peixotto 
J.  B.  Bishop 
Elbert  Peets 
Holman  Hunt 
M.  J.  Rosenau 
Hugo  Munsterberg 
E.  S.  Ames 
A.  L.  Lowell 
Samuel  Hopkins 
Homer  Saint-Gaudens 
Capt.  R.  F.  Scott 
H.  G.  Wells 


title  author 

Social  insurance  I.  B.  Rubinow 

Southland  of  North  America  G.  B.  Putnam 

Spider  book  J.  H.  Comstock 

Steam  power  plant  engineering  G.  F.  Gephart 

Story  of  my  life  Ellen  Terry 

Symphonies  and  their  meaning,  2d  and  3d  series  P.  H.  Goepp 

Ten  thousand  miles  with  a dog  sled  (in  Alaska)  Hudson  Stuck 

Text-book  of  zoology,  2 v.  Parker  & Haswell 

Textiles;  a handbook  for  the  student  and  the  consumer' 

Wollman  & McGowan 

Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson  Mary  T.  Higginson 

Through  our  unknown  Southwest  Agnes  C.  Laut 

Trail  of  a tenderfoot  Stephen  Chalmers 

Twelve  decisive  battles  of  the  (Civil)  war  William  Swinton 

Two  Americas  Rafael  Reyes 

University  and  historical  addresses  James  Bryce 

Unvisited  places  of  old  Europe  Robert  Shackleton 

The  Vatican  Hughes  de  Ragnan 

What  England  can  teach  us  about  gardening  Wilhelm  Miller 

Young  folks’  treasury,  12  v.  H.  W.  Mabie,  ed 

The  donors  to  the  Library,  with  the  number  of 
volumes  given  by  each,  is  as  follows: 

E.  F.  Adams 1 

American  Association  for  Labor  Legislation 1 

American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers 1 

American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Co 3 

Miss  Florence  E.  Austin 1 

Frank  Avolio 9 

Bristol  Board  of  Education 8 

Business  Book  Bureau 1 

Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace 1 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 1 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee;  state  grant..  104 

Counecticut  public  documents 14 

I.  A.  Cornelison 1 

A.  C.  Dunham 1 

Baron  d’Estournelles  de  Constant 1 

Julius  Gay 1 

Hartford  Bar  Library 1 

Harvard  University 1 

International  Harvester  Co 1 

McBride,  Nast  & Co 2 

Munn  and  Co 1 
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Donors  to  the  Library,  etc. — Cont’d. 

Epaphroditus  Peck 1 

E.  Jennie  Peck 1 

G.  L.  Raymond 1 

San  Diego,  Cal.,  Chamber  of  Commerce 1 

George  Dudley  Seymour 1 

Tames  Shepard  1 

Hon.  Claude  M.  Stevens 1 

B.  F.  Sturtevant  Co 1 

Slason  Thompson 2 

U.  S.  public  documents 49 

Utah  Conservation  Commission 1 

Dr.  G.  C.  F.  Williams 1 

Mrs.  Helen  M.  Williams 4 
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In  addition  to  the  above  many  pamphlets,  library  reports,  etc., 
were  received  by  gift  and  in  exchange.  There  are  about  900 
catalogued  pamphlets  and  manuscripts  in  the  library. 

The  inventory  of  1913  showed  161  volumes  missing 
(including  71  of  the  year  before.)  An  inventory  taken 
this  summer  showed  29  of  those  not  found  in  1913  as 
still  missing  and  they  were  retired  as  lost;  15  of  them 
were  from  the  main  collection  and  14  from  the  child- 
ren’s room.  105  other  volumes  could  not  be  located  at 
the  last  inventory  but  they  are  still  continued  on  the 
records  as  doubtless  many  of  them  will  be  found  later. 
71  of  them  were  from  the  adult  department,  28  from 
the  children’s  room  and  6 from  the  Forestville  branch. 

The  books  retired  were  classed  as  follows:  juven- 
ile fiction,  109;  religion,  1;  sociology,  12;  natural  sci- 
ence, 3;  useful  arts,  1;  fine  arts,  6;  literature,  11;  his- 
tory, 7;  travel,  5;  biography,  4;  total,  159.  Adult: 
fiction,  214;  bibliography,  1;  philosophy,  2;  sociology, 
2:  philology,  1;  natural  science,  4;  useful  arts,  6;  fine 
arts,  4;  history,  2;  travel,  11;  total,  247.  Total  number 
retired,  406.  Those  retired  as  worn  out  had  had,  since 
binding,  an  average  circulation  of  47.01. 


The  entire  library 

is  classified  as 

follows: 

Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Per  Cent 

Prose  fiction 

.7640 

1953 

9593 

35.79 

Reference  and  bibliography. 

. 372 

13 

385 

1.44 

Philosophy  and  ethics  . . 

. 349 

12 

361 

1.35 

Religion  and  mythology 

. 903 

64 

967 

3.61 

Sociology,  political  science, 
folk-lore 

. 1876 

276 

2152 

8.03 

Philology 

128 

128 

.47 

Natural  science 

. 905 

274 

1179 

4.39 

Useful  arts 

. 1528 

100 

1628 

6.08 

Fine  arts 

. 1049 

141 

1190 

4.40 

Literature 

217 

2173 

8.19 

History 

.1696 

341 

2037 

7.60 

Travel  and  description 

.1500 

268 

1768 

6.59 

Biography 

176 

1539 

5.74 

121 

1696 

6.32 

— 

-■ 

— 

— 

i 

22840 

3956 

26796 

100.00 

Home  Use  of  Books. 


The  number  of  books  issued  annually  for  home 
reading  has  more  than  doubled  since  the  present  build- 
ing was  occupied  seven  years  ago.  The  report  cover- 
ing the  year  ending  July  31,  1907  gave  a circulation  of 
47,234.  The  past  year  the  circulation  has  been  95,985. 

The  last  report  showed  an  increase  in  circulation 
during  the  year  of  7,806.  This  year  the  increase  was 
7,151.  The  gain  was  evenly  distributed  through  the 
year  and  among  the  various  departments  of  the  library. 
The  circulation  from  the  adult  department  at  the  main 
library  increased  4,625,  over  9 per  cent. ; from  the  child- 
ren’s room  1,449,  over  7 per  cent;  from  the  Forestville 
branch,  969,  over  16  per  cent;  books  for  adults  through 
the  schools  and  The  C.  J.  Root  Co.  49;  over  6 per 
cent;  for  children,  through  the  schools,  59,  about  1 per 
cent. 

The  placing  of  books  for  children  in  the  various 
school  rooms,  where  they  are  lent  the  children  by  the 
teachers — in  fact  making  the  school  room  a branch 
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library — has  been  extended  during  the  year  to  include 
all  the  public  schools  and  St.  Joseph’s  parish  school. 
Special  boxes  have  been  procured  which  facilitate  the 
transfer  of  the  books  and  also  serve  as  bookcases  in  the 
school  rooms.  Books  are  taken  each  school  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fall  term  and  exchanged  at  the  close  of 
the  term  and  again  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term.  The 
final  collection  is  made  just  before  the  end  of  the 
school  year.  Endeavor  is  made  to  minimize  the  work 
of  the  teachers,  all  records  being  made  up  at  the  li- 
brary, but  the  exchange  of  the  books  and  keeping  track 
of  them  must  of  necessity  add  materially  to  the  work 
of  the  teachers.  I wish  to  assure  them  that  the  librarians 
appreciate  and  are  grateful  for  their  co-operation. 


The  school  circulation  of  books  among  children 
and  adults  was  as  follows: 


District  I 

(Federal  Hill) 

Children 

871 

Adults 

District  II 

(North  Side) 

District  III 

(South  Side) 

1,117 

District  V 

(East  Bristol) 

1,341 

District  VI 

(Stafford) 

241 

77 

District  VIII 

(Peaceable  street)  .. 

257 

79 

District  IX 

(Edgewood)  

235 

107 

District  X 

(S.  Chippins  Hill) . . . 

193 

81 

District  XI 

(N.  Chippins  Hill)  . . 

317 

110 

District  XII 

(Fall  Mt.) 

163 

222 

District  XIII 

(Forestville) 

1,809 

(St.  Joseph’s) 

188 

7,399 

676 

The  school  circulation  of  books  for  children,  by 
school  terms,  was:  fall  term,  2,206;  winter  term,  2,362; 
spring  term,  2831. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Chidsey,  books, 
principally  on  applied  arts  and  domestic  science,  were 
sent  last  April  to  The  C.  J.  Root  Co.’s  factory  for  the 
use  of  their  employees.  The  home  circulation  since 


that  time  has  been  136.  At  present,  they  have  60 
books.  July  of  this  year  a case  of  books  was  lent  the 
Helping  Hand  Society  for  their  community  house  on 
Fall  mountain. 

Extending  the  activities  of  the  library  must  in- 
crease the  labor  and  cost  of  administration,  but  is  in 
line  with  the  modern  idea  of  the  library  as  a central 
reservoir  of  books  from  which  they  should  be  sent  out 
where  they  will  be  of  service,  as  the  water  of  a storage 
reservoir  is  carried  by  street  mains  where  it  will  be 
accessible  to  the  individual  user. 

Books  in  foreign  languages  were  issued  as  follows: 
Polish,  177;  Italian,  179;  German,  193;  French  252; 
Lithuanian,  376;  779  stereoscopic  views  and  358 

mounted  pictures  were  loaned,  principally  to  the  school 
teachers. 

The  library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books  309 
days.  The  average  daily  circulation  was:  from  the 
adult  department,  181.38;  from  the  children’s  room, 
70.07;  from  the  branch,  32.91;  total  284.36,  22.65  more 
than  in  1912-T3. 

A new  record  of  daily  circulation  was  made  in  the 
adult  department  March  7th  when  446  books  were 
issued — 28  more  than  on  any  preceding  day.  A new 
record  for  a month’s  circulation  from  the  adult  depart- 
ment was  also  made  in  January  when  5,395  books  were 
issued,  329  more  than  March  1913,  the  largest  previous 
month.  This  record  stood  but  two  months,  as  in 
March  5,729  books  were  issued — 334  more  than  in  Jan- 
uary. A new  monthly  record  was  also  made  at  the 
Forestville  branch  in  March  when  980  books  were  is- 
sued— 15  more  than  the  previous  record  made  in  Jan- 
uary, 1914.  In  March,  1913  the  total  circulation  was 
8,162 — 243  more  volumes  than  had  been  given  out  in 


10 


any  month  previously.  In  January,  1914  the  circula- 
tion was  8,247  and  in  March  9,058. 

The  following  table  gives  the  circulation  by 
months  in  the  several  departments,  compared  with  the 
circulation  of  the  preceding  year: 


Children's 

Total 

Main  Desk 

Room 

Branch 

Total  1912' 13 

Increase  Decrease 

August 

....4221 

1419 

832 

6472  6320 

152 

September 

....4047 

1276 

777 

6100  5524 

576 

October 

...4460 

1595 

818 

6873  6192 

681 

November 

....4554 

1984 

838 

7376  6525 

851 

December 

4586 

1994 

870 

7450  6655 

795 

January 

....5395 

1877 

975 

8247  7743 

504 

February 

....5021 

1831 

833 

7685  7209 

476 

March 

. . . .5729 

2349 

980 

9058  8162 

896 

April 

....5000 

1935 

860 

7795  7086 

709 

May 

. . . 4083 

1515 

681 

6279  6555 

276 

Tune 

1789 

792 

6926  6156 

770 

July 

4606 

2088 

819 

7513  6304 

1209 

56047 

21652 

10075 

87774  80431 

7619 

276 

Schools:  juvenile 

7399  7340 

59 

Schools:  adult 

676  763 

87 

C.  J.  Root  Co. 

136 

136 

95985  S8534 

7814 

363 

The  cii\ 

:ulation, 

classified,  was  as  follows: 

J4 

c n • 

Schools  : 

<u 

Q 

.5 

3 

2 

Children’ 
Room . . . 

Branch  . . 
C.  J.  Root 

Adult. . 
Juvenile 
Total.... 

Per  Cent. 

Total 

1912-13..., 

Per  Cent. 

Prose  fiction,  adult 

,.47384 

7165 

55 

617 

55221 

57.53 

50147 

56.64 

Prose  fiction,  juvenile. 

16715 

1515 

1 

4870 

23101 

24.07 

21977 

24.82 

Bibliography 

’’  11 

8 

19 

.02 

16 

.02 

Philosophy 

Theology 

..  274 

60 

8 

5 

6 

24 

377 

.39 

204 

.23 

. . 387 

109 

26 

1 

1 

99 

623 

.64 

530 

.60 

Sociology 

. 747 

1040 

114 

3 

6 

288 

2198 

2.29 

1947 

2.20 

Philology 

..  78 

3 

1 

82 

.08 

71 

.08 

Natural  science 

691 

364 

89 

21 

348 

1513 

1.57 

1383 

1.56 

Useful  arts 

..  863 

223 

98 

20 

16 

133 

1353 

1.40 

1296 

1.46 

Fine  arts 

. 568 

451 

72 

3 

5 

95 

1194 

1.24 

1041 

1.18 

literature  

..  1103 

398 

106 

9 

3 

405 

2024 

2.11 

1959 

2.21 

History 

..  881 

984 

56 

7 

2 

453 

2383 

2.49 

2241 

2.53 

Travel 

..  1123 

524 

164 

6 

19 

414 

2250 

2.35 

2369 

2.68 

Biography 

..  797 

470 

59 

4 

1 

270 

1601 

1.68 

1254 

1.42 

Magazines 

. 1140 

306 

600 

2046 

2.14 

2099 

2.37 

56047 

21652 

10075 

136 

676 

7399 

95985 

100.00 

88534 

100.00 

n 


The  percentage  of  the  entire  circulation  classed  as 
fiction,  adult  and  juvenile,  is  a trifle  higher  (about  2-3 
of  one  percent.)  than  last  year.  While  this  is  not  a 
reason  for  congratulation  yet  it  is  not  unusual  when 
such  a pronounced  increase  is  made  in  the  total  circu- 
lation. It  is  gratifyingto  note  that  this  increase  in  fic- 
tion per  cent,  is  not  due  to  a falling  off  in  the  circula- 
tion of  non-fiction.  As  a matter  of  fact  the  non-fiction 
books  issued,  17,663,  were  1253  or  7 1-2  per  cent,  more 
than  in  1912-T3.  It  is  interesting  that  whereas  over 
84  per  cent,  of  the  adult  circulation  was  classed  as  fiction 
less  than  75  per  cent,  of  the  circulation  from  the 
children’s  room  was  so  classed. 

Inasmuch  as  so  large  a percentage  of  our  circula- 
tion is  fiction,  it  was  consoling  to  read  the  following  in 
“New  York  Libraries”  of  May  last: 

“The  American  public  library,  as  distinguished 
from  the  great  libraries  of  Europe,  has  its  special  dis- 
tinction and  pride  in  the  fact  that  it  appeals  to  and 
ministers  to,  not  the  few  who  are  especially  endowed 
or  privileged  intellectually,  but  to  plain,  ordinary,  aver- 
age men  and  women.  It  is  not  to  its  shame  but  to  its 
glory  that  it  has  enlisted  in  its  clientele  that  great 
body  of  people  who  find  joy  and  inward  elevation 
in  such  books  as  The  Rosary  and  Laddie;  and  to  spend 
money  in  ministering  to  the  wants  of  these  people  is 
one  of  its  first  privileges  and  duties,  even  though  funds 
be  too  low  to  keep  the  shelves  in  astronomy  and  me- 
chanics as  well  stocked  as  might  be  desired.  A democ- 
racy of  readers  demands  a democracy  of  books;  and  the 
moment  this  demand  is  forgotten  in  the  interest  of  a 
few  superior  people,  the  library  ceases  to  be  an  institu- 
tion of  democracy  and  becomes  an  institution  of  privi- 
lege.” 

The  number  of  persons  having  borrowers’  cards, 
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authorizing  them  to  draw  books,  increased  230  during 
the  year.  At  the  main  library  the  three  years’  time 
limit  expired  on  1115  cards  and  1340  new  cards  were 
issued,  a gain  of  225.  At  the  Forestville  branch  the 
time  expired  on  149  cards  and  154  new  cards  were  is- 
sued, a gain  of  5.  The  number  of  borrowers’  cards 
outstanding  August  1,  was  3997.  Of  this  number  3553 
have  been  issued  from  the  main  library  and  444  from 
the  branch.  In  other  words,  of  an  estimated  population 
of  15,000,  26  1-2  per  cent  are  card  holders. 

Binding 

During  the  year  275  volumes  of  magazines  and 
public  documents  were  bound  for  the  first  time  and 
524  volumes  were  rebound.  The  average  circulation 
before  binding  of  the  volumes  rebound  was  44.81  and 
the  average  cost  of  rebinding  was  33.85  cents.  During 
the  year  1351  volumes  have  been  re-cased  at  the  library 
at  an  average  cost  per  volume  for  labor  and  supplies  of 
about  five  cents. 

Library  and  Reading  Room  Hours  and  Summary 
Of  The  Rules. 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  open  from  9 
a.  m.  until  9 p.  m.,  except  Sundays  and  the  following 
holidays:  Labor  Day,  New  Year’s  Day  and  Memorial 

Day  the  library  and  reading  room  are  open  from  9 a. 
m.  until  1 p.  m.;  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Fast  Day 
and  the  Fourth  of  July  the  entire  building  is  closed  all 
day.  The  reading  room  is  also  open  Sundays  from  2 
until  6 p.  m.  from  October  1 until  June  1. 

Any  resident,  taxpayer  or  person  regularly  em- 
ployed in  Bristol  is  entitled  to  borrow  books  from  the 
library  without  charge,  when  that  person  has  signed 
the  proper  application  and  agreeement  and  has  been 
identified.  Applications  of  persons  under  eighteen 
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years  of  age  require  the  endorsement  of  parent,  guar- 
dian, or  some  other  responsible  person. 

Periodicals  in  the  Reading  Room 


Boston  Journal 
Hartford  Courant 
Hartford  Post 
Hartford  Times 


Daily  Papers 

New  York  Herald 
New  York  Sun 
New  York  Times 
New  York  Tribune 


New  York  World 
Springfield  Republican 
Waterburv  American 
Total  11 


Weekly  Publication 


American  Machinist  Ulus.  London  News 
Bristol  City  Ledger  Independent 
Collier’s  Weekly  Leslie’s  Weekly 

Connecticut  Farmer  x Life 
Currant  Events  j Literary  Digest 

Electrical  World  Living  Age 

Harper’s  Weekly  Nation 

Yale  Alumni  Weekly  x Youth’s  Companion  j 


New  York  Times 

book  review 


Outlook 

Rural  New  Yorker 
Scientific  American 

“ Supp’t 

Survey 


Total  22 


Monthly  Publications 


Ambition  x 
American  Boy  j 
American  City 
American  Magazine 
Atlantic 
Bookman 
Boy’s  Magazine  j 
Brown  Alumni  x 
Century 
Country  Life  in 

America 
Current  Opinion 
Delineator 
Educational  Review 
Elementary  Teacher 
Engineering 
Forum 

Garden  Magazine 


Good  Housekeeping 
Harper’s  Bazar 
Harper’s  Monthly 
Indust.  Engineering 
International  Studio 
Ladies’  Home  Journal 
Little  Folks  j 
McClure’s 
Machinery 
Etude 

National  Geographic 
No.  American  Review 
Our  dumb  animals  j 
Outing 
Playgrounds 
Popular  Electricity 
Popular  Mechanics 

Other  Publications 


Review  of  Reviews 
St.  Nicholas  j 
School  Review 
Scribner’s 
System 

Technical  World 
Travel 

Woodworker  x 
World’s  Work 


Total  43 


Bristol  Press:  semi-weekly  Dial:  semi-monthly  Yale  Review: 

quarterly 

Congressional  Record  New  England  Historical  and 

Genealogical  Register:  quarterly 

Total  5 


(x)  Gift 

(j)  Children’s  Room 
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FINANCE. 

The  receipts  at  the  Library  during  the  year  were 
as  follows: 


Fines  for  over-due  books: 

Adult  department .$298.70 

Children’s  department 25.88 

Forestville  branch 31.16 

$355.74 

Rental  of  hall  and  basement 15.50 

Non-resident  borrowers 3.00 

Reserving  books 9.10 

Books  lost  or  damaged 2.15 

Papers  and  periodicals  sold 15.08 

Lost  cards  replaced 1.10 

Book  supports  sold .30 


$401.97 

The  total  is  $7.53  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

A general  statement  of  the  Library  Account,  for 
the  year  is  as  follows: 


Sept.  1,  1913,  Balance  as  reported  by  city  treasurer $70.81 

Receipts  of  the  Year 

City  appropriation $5,500.00 

Income  of  City  Library  Fund,  turned  over  to  City  Treasurer..  3,250.00 

Receipts  at  Library 401.97 

City  taxes ....  184.29 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  interest  on  daily  balances .97 

* Total  $9,408.04 

Expenditures 

Sept.  1,  1913,  Library  order  outstanding $ 1.20 

Aug.  31,  1914,  Library  orders  drawn  during  the  year  9,402.78  9,403.98 

Balance  with  City  Treasurer $4.06 


A detailed  report  of  the  City  of  Bristol  Library 
Fund,  principal  and  interest  accounts,  and  a classified 
list  of  the  expenditures  are  appended  to  this  report. 

The  market  value  of  the  principal  of  the  library 
fund  has  depreciated  $7,245.00  This  is  due  to  the 
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general  slump  in  stocks  and  particularly  to  the  falling 
off  in  the  N.  Y.  N.  H.  & H.  and  the  M.  K.  & T.  rail- 
road stocks,  which  depreciated  $2,400  and  $2,800,  re- 
spectively. The  net  income  of  the  fund  was  $539.68 
less  than  the  preceding  year. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year,  $9,402.78 
was  $658.04  more  than  the  year  before.  The  principal 
increases  were  “Librarians,"  $518.69,  principally  due 
to  employment  of  Miss  Kelsey  as  assistant  and  sten- 
ographer; “Men’s  reading  room"  (a  new  department) 
$281.50;  “Special  objects,"  $113.29.  A detailed  state- 
ment of  the  expenditures  is  given  in  the  appended  list 
of  classified  orders.  $366.62  less  was  spent  for  books 
than  in  1912-T3  and  $141.13  less  for  stationery  and 
printing.  The  amount  spent  for  salaries,  including 
the  janitor’s  salary,  was  42  per  cent,  of  the  total 
expenditure;  the  amount  spent  for  books,  23  1-3  per 
cent  of  the  total.  In  107  libraries  recently  tabulated 
by  Dr.  Bostwick,  librarian  of  the  St.  Louis  Public 
Library,  50  per  cent  of  the  total  expenditure  was  for 
salaries  and  but  19  per  cent  for  books. 

The  first  of  December  last  a reading  room  for  men, 
where  smoking  is  allowed,  was  opened  in  the  basement. 
It  is  open  week  day  evenings  from  6:30  to  10  o’clock 
and  Sunday  afternoons  from  2 to  6 o’clock,  except  from 
June  1st  to  October  1st.  Mr.  Arthur  E.  Ingram  has 
been  in  charge.  The  average  attendance  since  opening 
has  been:  evenings,  9.2;  Sunday  afternoons,  20.7. 
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Periodicals  in  the  Men’s  Reading  Room. 

Daily  Papers. 

Hartford  Courant  Hartford  Post 

New  York  Tribune  New  York  Sun 

Waterbury  American 

Weekly  Publications. 

Bristol  City  Ledger  Collier’s  Weekly 

Independent  Judge 

Literary  Digest  Outlook 

Scientific  Americrn  Saturday  Evening  Post 
Scientific  American:  Supplement 

Monthly  Publications. 

Cosmopolitan  Munsey’s  Everybody’s  Magazine 

Popular  Electricity  Popular  Mechanics  Technical  World 

World’s  Work 

During  the  fall  and  early  winter  a course  of  lectures 
were  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Library.  The 
lectures  and  subjects  were:  John  Kendrick  Bangs, 

“Salubrities  I have  met”;  R.  B.  Welbourn,  “Modern 
Miracles”;  Peter  McQueen,  “Mexico”;  Arthur  K.  Peck, 
“Storm  Heroes  of  our  coast”;  Ch^uncey  J.  Hawkins, 
“Bright  eyes  and  wild  hearts  of  ohr  northern  woods.” 
All  except  the  first  were  illustrated  and  all  except  the 
second,  which  was  given  in  Red  Men’s  hall,  were  given 
in  the  library  hall.  The  lectures  were  of  high  grade, 
were  well  attended  and  much  enjoyed,  but  the  low 
price  for  which  tickets  were  sold  (course  tickets,  $1.00, 
admission  25  cents)  and  the  limited  size  of  the  hall 
resulted  in  a deficit  of  $74.65. 

In  the  late  winter  a balopticon  lantern,  for  projecting 
on  a screen  both  lantern  slides  and  opaque  objects  such 
as  post  cards,  etc.,  was  purchased  at  a cost  for  the  en- 
tire equipment  of  $128.22.  Later  the  loan  of  three 
lectures  and  slides  on  United  States  history  and  one  on 
the  common  birds  was  secured  from  the  Connecticut 


Bristol  Press 
Harper’s  Weekly 
Leslie’s  Weekly 
Puck 


Hartford  Times 
New  York  World 
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Public  Library  Committee.  The  lectures  were  free  and 
the  pupils  in  the  8th  grade  in  the  public  and  St.  Joseph’s 
schools  were  specially  invited.  An  illustrated  lecture 
on  Rome  and  one  on  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  were 
also  rented  of  the  Underwood  and  Underwood  Co.  The 
lectures  were  free.  High  school  pupils  were  specially 
invited  to  the  former  and  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and 
Company  D to  the  latter.  These  lectures,  especially 
those  on  United  States  history,  were  largely  attended 
and  enthusiastically  received.  The  total  cost  of  the 
free  lectures  was  $15.02. 

Early  in  the  fall  term  of  1913  the  teachers  of  the 
schools  of  the  city  were  the  guests  of  the  library  staff 
at  the  library.  The  relations  which  should  exist 
between  the  schools  and  the  library  were  informally 
discussed  and  the  teachers  were  given  an  opportunity 
to  inspect  and  to  become  familiar  with  the  Library. 
During  the  year  the  librarian  gave  a series  of  talks 
to  the  high  school  freshmen  on  books  and  the  use  of 
the  library.  The  last  was  given  at  the  library  where 
the  children  could  examine  the  catalogue,  arrangement 
of  books  on  the  shelves,  reference  books,  etc. 

On  “Library  Day”  which  was  observed  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  early  in  June,  Miss  Peck  spoke  to  the  eighth 
grade  at  the  Federal  Hill  School  and  Mr.  Wooding  at 
the  South  Side  School  on  “Connecticut’s  place  in 
American  literature.” 

The  library  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  af- 
forded by  the  “Better  Bristol  Bazaar,”  held  in  the  new 
administration  building  of  The  New  Departure  Manu- 
facturing Co.  last  December,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
citizens  of  Bristol  to  what  the  library  has  done  and  is 
doing,  and  to  inform  those  who  are  not  now  using  it  of 
their  privileges  and  opportunities  in  connection  there- 
with. Representative  volumes  on  social  service,  in- 
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dustrial  and  mechanical  arts,  books  of  reference  and 
suggestive  volumes  for  a child’s  library,  all  properly 
labeled,  were  displayed.  Also  charts  were  exhibited 
showing  graphically  the  increase  of  the  library  in  size 
and  in  circulation,  amount  received  from  year  to  year 
from  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  library,  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  and  the  circulation,  per  capita,  as  com- 
pared with  the  other  cities  of  Connecticut.  One  table 
showed  the  cost  during  the  fiscal  year  of  1912-T3  per 
$1000.00  of  taxable  property  of  the  various  public  ex- 
penditures of  the  city.  The  amounts  represented  by 
lines  drawn  to  scale  were: — schools,  $3.61;  roads,  $3.21; 
interest  and  sinking  fund,  $1.44;  charities,  .88;  street 
lights,  .81;  fire  department,  .79;  public  library,  .53  A 
picture  of  the  library  booth  at  the  bazaar  appears  in 
this  report. 

Last  spring  announcements  were  procured  from 
over  fifty  transportation  companies  of  vacation  resorts 
and  pleasure  trips  which  they  advertize.  This  material 
covering  all  parts  of  the  country,  Europe,  the  Orient, 
and  world  tours  has  since  been  kept  on  open  shelves  in 
the  reading  room,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Charles  L.  Wooding. 


Classified  List  of  Library  Orders. 


Librarian  and  Assistants: — 

C.  L.  Wooding $1720  00 

E.  Jennie  Peck 540  00 

May  W.  Dailey 363  28 

Annie  W.  Darrow 133  80 

Elizabeth  R.  King 469  65 

Gertrude  M.  Kelsey 370  14 

$3,596  8 

Purchase  of  Books: — 

Brown,  Thomson  & Co $653  09 

Carol  Cox  Book  Co 322  65 

Baker  & Taylor  Co 266  01 

J.  R.  Anderson  Co 203  33 

Columbia  Importing  Co 60  36 

Polish  Book  Importing  Co 53  50 

Times  Book  Club 51  55 

Chas.  W.  Clark  Co 41  88 

H.  R.  Huntting  Co 115  96 

G.  F.  Warfield  & Co 35  10 

Leary,  Stuart  & Co 34  03 

Helen  R.  Marvin 32  45 

Standard  Book  Co 27  96 

The  Industrial  Press 26  40 

A.  Olszewski  26  02 

G.  F.  Reifsneider 24  55 

Chas.  E.  Lauriat  Co 22  75 

DeWolfe,  Fisk  & Co 17  25 

Himebaugh-Brown 12  42 

New  York  Society  Library 11  55 

D.  C.  Heath  & Co 11  00 

John  Wanamaker 10  80 

P.  F.  Collier  & Son 10  80 

Missionary  Educational  Movement  10  65 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Purchase  of  books — Cont’d. 

F.  C.  Stechert  Co 9 46 

F.  B.  Hartranft 9 00 

A.  R.  Womrath 9 00 

New  York  Times 8 00 

Harper  & Brothers 7 30 

Macmillan  Co 7 24 

Goodspeed’s  Bookshelf 6 25 

Schulte’s  Bookstore 5 85 

McDevitt-Wilson 5 48 

Encyclopedia  Press 5 40 

Tabbard  Inn  Book  Co 5 25 

Freud  & Co 5 14 

F.  Loeser  & Co 5 00 

H.  A.  O’Leary 4 95 

G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons 4 58 

R.  S.  Anderson  & Co 3 90 

W.  A.  Keating 3 90 

Rand,  McNally  & Co 3 25 

Murray  & Tibbals 3 20 

Union  Library  Ass’n 3 06 

Neil  Morrow  Ladd  Co 3 40 

Thomas  Nelson  & Sons 3 00 

G.  W.  F.  Blanchfield 3 00 

Henry  Malkan 2 35 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 2 30 

Atkinson,  Mentzer  & Co 2 11 

Publishers’  Weekly 2 00 

C.  F.  Libbie  & Co 1 77 

Isaac  Mendoza  Book  Co 1 75 

Standard  Book  Co 1 75 

Oliver  Ditson  Co 1 50 

Small,  Maynard  & Co 1 42 

Lambert  Publishing  Co 1 10 

Peoples  Institute;  Social  Center  Bureau....  1 00 

J.  N.  Jansen ’ 1 00 

W.  H.  Behler 1 00 

Muzzy  Brothers  & Co 75 

Elm  Tree  Press 50 

B.  O.  Barnard 40 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments  42  11 


$2,191  48 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders. — 

Binding  Unbound  Books  and  Periodicals: — 

Robert  Brooks $71  86 

C.  L.  Wooding,  freight  paid 1 02 

72  88 

Rebinding  and  Repairing  Books: — 

Robert  Brooks 127  80 

F.  J.  Barnard  & Co 44  98 

P.  G.  Diefendorf;  recasing  books 54  04 

Gaylord  Bros. , supplies  for  recasing  books. . 21  25 

G.  H.  Elton  & Co.  “ “ “ 5 75 

W.  C.  Hodges,  treating  leather-bound  books  27  72 
C.  L.  Wooding;  freight  paid 4 60 

$286  14 

Periodicals: — 

B.  O.  Barnard 169  96 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 19  00 

Hartford  Times 12  57 

Hartford  Courant 8 60 

National  Geographic  Society 5 25 

Yale  Publishing  Ass’n 5 00 

“Newarker” 4 00 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co 4 00 

Harper  & Brothers 3 50 

University  of  Chicago  Press 2 70 

New  York  Times 2 50 

A.  W.  Shaw  Co 2 00 

Library  Bureau 2 00 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 2 00 

Bristol  City  Ledger 2 00 

Murray  & Tibbals 1 30 

Current  Events 1 00 

C.  L.  Wooding;  cash  payments 55 

247  93 

Printing,  Stationery  & Postage: — 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co 104  15 

G.  A.  Warner,  P.  M 21  24 

B.  O.  Barnard 5 47 

Murray  & Tibbals 1 75 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 12  10 

144  71 

Heat:— 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  steam 259  20 

Strunz  Coal  Co.,  wood 21  00 


280  20 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Light:— 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  electricity 254  76 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  gas 121  79 

376  55 

Care  and  upkeep  of  Property,  Repairs  and  Supplies: 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  janitor 

Salary $360  00 

Extra  services  and  cash  payments  12  36 

372  36 

F.  A.  Shaffer  Co.,  supplies  and  re- 
pairs   147  77 

M.  L.  Peck  & Son,  insurance  100  00 

City  of  Bristol,  determining  street 

lines 8 16 

City  of  Bristol,  street  sprinkling...  11  50 

19  66 

John  Riggs,  supplies  and  repairs.. . 11  11 

Bristol  Water  Co.  and  Dept 9 67 

Frost  & Bartlett  Co.,  spraying  elms 9 00 

B.  P.  Webler;  filing  cabinet 8 00 

Veteran  Dust  Exterminator  Co.,  supplies...  6 75 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son;  supplies 6 58 

C.  Funck  & Son,  supplies  and  repairs 5 45 

G.  B.  Parsons,  repairs 4 73 

A.  F.  Lincoln,  painting 4 03 

F.  Judd,  labor 4 00 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  electric  lights 3 55 

G.  F.  Thomas;  supplies 3 00 

W.  P.  Birdy,  repairs 2 56 

Munson  Supply  Co.,  typewriter  supplies 3 50 

Michael  Carey,  rolling  lawn 2 00 

E.  W.  Clark,  repairs 1 00 

W.  W.  Crothers,  repairs 1 00 

Eaton  Brothers,  supplies 80 

E.  G.  Bassett,  supplies 75 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 3 95 

731  22 

Men’s  Reading  Room. 

Arthur  E.  Ingram,  attendance 134  00 

B.  O.  Barnard,  periodicals 72  42 

C.  Funck  & Son,  furniture  and  repairs 37  85 

Barrett  Bindery,  magazine  holders 28  58 

W.  G.  Johnston  & Co.,  magazine  holders  5 40 

F.  C.  Riggs,  painting  signs 2 75 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 50 


281  50 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Miscellaneous: — 

S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co 26  75 

F.  A.  Hubbell,  transportation  of  books  to 

schools 13  50 

B.  O.  Barnard,  office  supplies 11  15 

F.  C.  Riggs,  painting  signs  for  bazaar 7 75 

Robert  Brooks,  repairing  magazine  holders  6 85 

W.  G.  Johnston  & Co.,  newspaper  holders  5 40 

Dolge  Co.,  paper  towels 5 25 

Muzzy  Bros.  & Co.,  supplies  for  bazaar 5 14 

Press  Pub.  Co.,  electrotype  of  bazaar 4 75 

Wm.  Docen,  magazine  holders 3 59 

Gaylord  Bros.,  pamphlet  cases 3 50 

C.  W.  Clark  Co.,  pictures 1 55 

Dowst  Magazine  Binder 1 50 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  supplies 1 00 

Hammond  Typewriter  Co.,  supplies 1 00 

Gale  Photo  Studio,  picture  of  bazaar 1 00 

R.  W.  Ford  & Co.,  stamp  supplies 1 00 

G.  H.  Elton  & Co.,  supplies 75 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  cash  payment 15 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 20  40 

121  98 

Special: — 

L.  A.  Gudebrod,  final  payment  for  memorial 

tablets 480  00 

E.  G.  Bassett,  balopticon 128  22 

C.  Funck  & Son,  floor  covering  for  delivery 

room 120  00 

W.  W.  Crothers,  cases  for  school  libraries  . 114  77 

C.  E.  Wooding,  cash  paid  for  lectures,  in 

excess  of  receipts 89  67 

B.  P.  Webler,  cases  for  school  libraries 60  00 

John  Riggs,  new  book-cases  in  lower  stack.  57  14 

F.  A.  Shaffer  & Co.  wiring  lower  stack 17  52 

F.  C.  Riggs,  sign  for  Dr.  Williams’  collection  4 00 

1,071  32 


$9,402  78 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn*,  Library  Fund 

(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest.) 

Report  of  C.  L*  Wooding,  Agent* 


PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNT 

CHANGE  IN  INVESTMENTS 

Jan.  20,  1914  Sold  22  shares  B.  & P.  Tram- 
way Co.,  stock $4,224  00 

July  17,  1914  P.  W.  & J.  L.  Barnum,  mortgage 

note  paid 500  00 

$4,724  OO 

INVESTMENTS  MADE 

Jan.  23,  1914  $4,000.  Connecticut  River  Co. 

6 percent,  bonds $4,200  00 

Bristol  Trust  Co 24  00 

Aug.  5,  1914.  Bristol  Savings  Bank 500  00 

$4,724  00> 
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Statement  of  the  Principal  of  the  Fund,  August  1,  1914. 

STOCKS 

Shares  Name  of  Company  Estimated  Market  Value  Par  Value 

50  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co $4,950  00  $5,000  00 

1 Bristol  Trust  Co 150  00  100  00 

14  Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  (common) 682  50  14  00 

7 Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  (preferred) 619  50  7 00 

100  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  R.  R.  Co. 

(preferred) 3,000  00  10,000  00 

50  New  York,  New  Haven  & Hartford 

R.  R.  Co 2,637  50  5,000  00 

500  Nipissing  Mining  Co 2,812  50  2,500  00 

50  North  Butte  Mining  Co 1,225  00  750  00 

67  United  Fruit  Co 9,346  5C  6,700  00 

13  U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co. 

(preferred) 611  00  650  00 

$26,034  50  $30,721  00 

BONDS,  INVENTORIED  AT  COST 

$3000  American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Co. 

col.  trust  4’s  1929 $2,628  75  $3,000  00 

$1000  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  gold  5’s 

1942 988  75  1,000  00 

$1000  Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  1st  mortgage  5’s 

1951 1,000  00  1,000  00 

$4000  Connecticut  River  Co.  6’s  1934 4,200  00  4,000  00 

MORTGAGE 

Bristol  Welfare  Ass’n 4,000  00  4,000  00 

BANK  DEPOSITS. 

Bristol  Savings  Bank 1,562  61  1,562  61 

Bristol  Trust  Co • 24  00  24  00 


Total 


$40,438  61  $45,307  61 
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INCOME  ACCOUNT,  AUGUST  1,  1913  TO  AUGUST  1,  1914. 
Balance  on  hand,  August  1,  1913 $1,130  31 

RECEIPTS 

American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.  4 per 

cent  bond  interest $120  0C 

P.  W.  and  J.  L.  Barnum,  5 per  cent  on  mortgage 

(1714  months) 36  50 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  5 per  cent  dividend 

on  stock 250  00 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  5 per  cent  bond  in- 
terest   50  00 

Bristol  and  Plainville  Tramway  Co.  8 per  cent  div- 
idend on  stock 176  00 

Bristol  Savings  Bank,  4 per  cent  interest . 42  50 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  6 per  cent  dividend  on  stock  ...  6 00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  4 per  cent  interest  on  saving 

deposit 10  48 

Bristol  Trust  Co. , 2 per  cent  on  commercial  balances  8 82 

Bristol  Welfare  Ass’n.  5 per  cent  on  mortgage 200  00 

Connecticut  River  Co.,  6 per  cent  bond  interest 

(7  months) 140  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  200  per  cent  dividend  on 

common  stock 28  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co. , special  dividend,  300  per 

cent 42  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  600  per  cent  dividend  on 

preferred  stock 42  00 

Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas,  R.  R.  Co.,  2 per  cent 

dividend  on  stock 200  00 

New  York,  New  Haven,  and  Hartford  R.  R.  Co., 

1)2  per  cent  dividend  on  stock 75  00 

Nipissing  Mines  Co.  25  per  cent  dividend  on  stock  625  00 
North  Butte  Mining  Co.,  40  percent  dividend  on 

stock 100  00 

Syracuse  Lighting  Co.,  5 per  cent  bond  interest. . 50  00 

United  Fruit  Co.,  8 per  cent  dividend  on  stock 536  00 

United  Fruit  Co.,  2 per  cent  special  stock  dividend  134  00 
U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co.,  7 per 

cent  dividend  on  stock 45  48 

Noble  E.  Pierce,  trustee,  March  7,  1914,  1-2  in- 
come of  undivided  portion  of  Mary  P.  Root 

Estate 220  02 

3,137  80 


4,268  11 
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DISBURSEMENTS 


Connecticut  State  Treasurer,  4 mill  bond  tax 20  00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  agent,  salary 100  00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  rental  of  safe  deposit  box 2 50 

Accrued  interest,  Conn.  River  Co.  bonds 24  67 

147  17 


Net  income 4,120  94 

Transferred  to  City  Treasurer  for  Library  Fund  3,250  00 

Amount  of  income  on  hand,  deposited  with  The 

Bristol  Trust  Co $ 870  94 


We  have  audited  the  above  accounts:  general 
library  account  and  the  accounts  of  “The  City  of 
Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund,”  principal  and  income, 
and  find  them  correct. 

W.  E.  WlGHTMAN, 

W.  L.  Crouch, 

City  Auditors 


Bristol,  August  31,  1914. 
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Inventory  and  Assets  of  the  Public  Library, 
August  1,  1914,  as  returned  to  the  City  Clerk. 


INVENTORY 


Building  site $12,000  00 

Library  building 44,000  00 

Book  stacks 1,500  00 

Chairs  and  tables 500  00 

Assembly  Room  furniture 400  00 

Office  furniture 100  00 

Book  supports  and  shelf  labels,  etc 50  00 

Typewriters 50  00 

Vacuum  cleaner 160  00 


Books 

Museum  and  cases 


$58,760  00 
13,000  00 
3,000  00 

$74,760  00 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library 
Fund  (Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 


Principal  (market  value  of  securities)..  $40,438  61 

Income 870  94  41,309  55 


Total 


$116,069  55 
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Adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Library  Directors  to  the  city,  at  a meeting  duly  warned 
and  held  September  5th,  1914, 

Attest:  Epapiiroditus  Peck, 

Secretary. 


j; : y r:  : 


REPORT 
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DIRECTORS 
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Public  Library 

Bristol,  Conn. 

FOR  THE 

Year  Ending  July  31,  1915 

IV 


THE  BRISTOL  PRESS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


BRISTOL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public 
Library  of  Bristol,  Conn.: 


I respectfully  submit  herewith  my  report  as 
librarian  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1915. 


Size  and  Growth  of  the  Library 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1914 26,796 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year: 

By  purchase 2,856 

By  gift 135 

From  bindery 78 

3,069 

29,865 

Volumes  withdrawn: 

Discarded * 90 

Lost  and  paid  for 4 

Worn  out 297 

Missing  in  last  two  inventories 53 

Lost  in  circulation 14 

458 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1915  29,407 
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Character  and  cost  of  the  volumes  acquired  and 
per  cent,  of  total  cost  of  books  paid  for  books  of  each 
class. 


Juvenile  fiction 

By  Gift  and  Binding 

Bv  Purchase 

333 

Cost  Cost  Per  Volume 

$ 152.16  $ .46 

Juvenile  non-fiction 

22 

366 

140.88 

.39 

Adult  fiction 

1426 

657.57 

.46 

Adult  non-fiction  . . . 

191 

731 

772.14 

1.06 

213 

2856 

1,722.75 

.60 

2,348  of  the  volumes  added  during  the  year  were 
for  adults  and  721  for  children.  The  books  for  adults 
were  classed  as  follows: — fiction,  1426;  bibliography, 
20;  philosophy,  41;  religion,  32;  sociology,  146;  phi- 
lology, 5;  natural  science,  66;  useful  arts,  144;  fine  arts, 
64;  literature,  88;  history,  89;  travel,  108;  biography, 
67;  magazines,  52.  The  books  for  children  were  classed: 
fiction,  333;  philosophy,  5;  religion,  19;  sociology,  71; 
natural  science,  26;  useful  arts,  18;  fine  arts,  25;  litera- 
ture, 39;  history,  85;  travel,  53;  biography,  26,  maga- 
zines, 21. 

. The  most  important  accession  of  the  year,  in  fact, 
the  most  valuable  work  the  library  has  acquired  since 
its  establishment,  is  a set  of  twelve  volumes  on  ‘‘Ori- 
ental Ceramic  Art”  given  the  Library  by  Theodore  E. 
Smith,  Esq.  of  New  York  City.  It  is  descriptive  of 
the  collection  of  the  late  William  T.  Walters  of  Balti- 
more and  is  illustrated  with  116  plates  in  color  and 
over  400  reproductions  in  black  and  white.  The  litho- 
graphs in  color  represent  the  highest  type  of  work  in 
that  process  of  illustration. 

The  Library  has  also  received  from  Edward  M. 
Bentley,  Esq.  of  New  York  City  the  following  items  bj* 
Captain  Newton  S.  Manross,  who  was  born  in  Bristol 
and  who  was  a professor  at  Amherst  College  prior  to 
his  enlistment  during  the  Civil  war:  Manuscript  journal 
entitled,  “Mineralogical  Journal  of  an  expedition  to 


the  gold  mines  of  Yuruary,  Venezuela";  Diary  of  Atlan- 
tic voyage  in  1850;  Manuscript  lectures;  “Up  the  Ori- 
noco" and  “The  Chiriqui  Lagoon." 

“A  Map  of  Bristol  in  1776  prepared  by  Josiah  T. 
Peck  in  1876,”  a survey  of  “Farmington  Turnpike 
Road  to  Woodbury  Meeting  House,  October,  1802"  by 
H.  Spencer,  Surveyor;  a survey  of  “Road  from  Poland 
River  to  Cole  Store  in  Farmington,  Sept.  3,  1802,  by 
Nathaniel  Spencer,  Surveyor;"  a survey  from  “General 
John  Cole’s  store  to  Poland  Bridge,  the  south  route  in 
Bristol,  Oct.  26,  1802.  Noah  Byington,  Surveyor,"  a 
survey,  “Newtown  to  Danbury"  date  and  surveyor  un- 
known; also  the  papers  relating  to  the  “New  Carpet 
Society,"  which  formed  a library  out  of  which  grew 
the  Bristol  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library  and  later  the  Bristol 
Public  Library — all  the  above  have  been  presented  to 
the  Library  by  the  family  of  the  late  Mrs.  Ellen  L. 
Peck. 

Other  donors  to  the  Library,  with  the  number  of 
volumes  given  by  each,  are  as  follows: 


Bristol  School  District  No.  2 1 

Belgian  Delegates  to  the  United  States 1 

Bristol  City  Clerk 6 

Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace 2 

John  T.  Chidsey 1 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Clapp 1 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee 1 

Connecticut  public  documents 10 

Cornell  University 1 

May  W.  Dailey 1 

Delaware  & Hudson  Co 2 

Council  of  Federation  of  Churches  in  America 1 

General  Education  Board 1 

Harvard  University 1 

Hinds,  Noble  & Eldredge 1 

I.  B.  S.  Holbron 1 

Horton  Manufacturing  Co 2 

Japan  Society 1 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Judd 1 
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Donors — Continued. 

Montgomery,  Ward  & Co 1 

National  Association  for  Study  and  Prevention  of 

Tuberculosis 3 

National  Child  Labor  Association 2 

National  Civic  Association 2 

New  York  state  public  documents  9 

New  York  Christian  Science  Institute 1 

R.  H.  North 1 

Frederic  Calvin  Norton 1 

Milo  L.  Norton ....  2 

Oregon  State  Immigration  Committee 1 

George  S.  Osborne 2 

Victor  M.  Page 2 

Pan-American  Union 1 

Family  of  Mrs.  Ellen  L.  Peck 4 

Peck,  Williamson  Co 1 

Edmund  D.  Peterson 2 

Charles  R.  Riley 1 

Lindsay  Russell 1 

Sears,  Roebuck  & Co 1 

Slason  Thompson 1 

United  States  public  documents 45 

Universal  Portland  Cement  Co 5 

Washburn-Crosby  Co 1 

C.  L.  Wooding 2 

Yale  University 2 
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The  following  are  the  most  important  additions  to 
the  Library: 

TITLE  AUTHOR 


American  fruit  farm 
American  manual  of  presswork 
American  philosophy 
Andrew  Jackson,  2v. 
Architecture 

Aspects  of  modern  drama 
Basketry  book 
Belgians  at  home 
Book  of  athletics 
Book  of  days,  2v. 

Book  of  designs 
British  musuem 


F.  N.  Thorpe 

I.  W.  Riley 
J.  S.  Bassett 
A.  M.  Brooks 
F.  W.  Chandler 
Mary  M.  Blanchard 
Clive  Holland 
Paul  Withington,  ed. 
Robert  Chambers 
C.  J.  Strong 
H.  C.  Shelley 
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TITLE 

AUTHOR 

Business,  a profession 

L.  D.  Brandeis 

Byron,  2v. 

Ethel  C.  Mayne 

California 

Gertrude  Atherton 

California 

Mary  Austin 

Call  of  the  stars 

J.  R.  Kippax 

Carolina  mountains 

Margaret  Morley 

Charm  of  Ireland 

B.  E.  Stevenson 

Charm  of  Scandinavia 

F.  E.  & S.  A.  Clark 

Chief  of  contemporary  dramatists 

T.  H.  Dickinson,  ed. 

Collected  essays 

Rudolf  Eucken 

Colonial  history  of  Hartford 

W.  DeL.  Love 

Commercial  gardening,  4v. 

John  Weathers,  ed. 

Confederate  portraits 

Gamaliel  Bradford 

Confederate  war,  2v. 

G.  C.  Eggleston 

The  Dance 

T.  & M.  W.  Kinney 

Dawn  of  Italian  independence,  2v. 

W.  R.  Thayer 

Diplomacy  of  the  wrar  of  1914 

E.  C.  Stowell 

Dramatic  games  and  dances 

Caroline  Crawford 

Estimating  and  contracting 

W.  A.  Radford 

Europe  since  Waterloo 

J.  A.  R.  Marriott 

Evolution  of  modern  Germany 

W.  H.  Dawson 

Four  on  a tour  in  England 

R.  & E.  Shackleton 

Fremont  and  ’45 

F.  S.  Dellenbaugh 

From  alien  to  citizen 

E.  A.  Steiner 

From  Constantinople  to  the  home  of  Omar  Khayyam 

A.  V M.  Jackson 

Game  birds,  wild  fowl  and  shore  birds 

E.  H.  Forbush 

Gas  engine  construction 

Parsell  & Weed 

Gas,  gasoline  and  oil  engines,  new  ed.  by  V. 

M.  Page 

G.  D.  Hiscox 

Gate  of  appreciation 

Carleton  Noyes 

George  III.  and  Charles  Fox,  v.  2 

G.  O.  Trevelyan 

Great  masters  of  landscape  painting 

Emile  Michel 

Grinding  machinery 

J.  J.  Guest 

Half-tone  processes 

S.  H.  H organ 

Heat 

E.  M.  Shealv 

Historic  homes  of  New  England 

Mary  H.  Maitland 

History  of  Europe 

A.  T.  Grant 

History  of  the  Japanese  people 

Frank  Brinkley 

Holy  Land 

Robert  Hichens 

How  France  is  governed 

R.  Poincare 

Irish  plays  and  playwrights 

C.  Weygandt 

Italian  yesterdays,  2v. 

Mrs.  Hugh  Fraser 

Lathes,  planes,  etc. 

Library  of  Technology 

Life  in  America  100  years  ago 

Gaillard  Hunt 
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TITLE 

Life  of  Alexander  Hamilton 
Life  of  Thomas  B.  Reed 
Machine  moulding 
Machine  shop  catechism 
Memoirs,  4v. 

Memories  of  the  Kaiser’s  court 

Methods  of  machine  shop  work 

Millwrighting 

Mississippi  river 

Modern  Argentina 

Modern  drama  and  opera,  2 v. 

Municipal  life  and  government  in  Germany 
My  autobiography 

My  first  summer  in  the  Sierra  Mountains 

My  first  years  as  a Frenchwoman 

Nathan  Hale;  1776 

Near  East 

Ohio  River 

Our  many-sided  navy 

Pan -Americanism 

Pet  book 

Philippines;  past  and  present,  new  ed. 
Physiography 

Plumbing  estimates  and  contracts 
Poultry  farming,  2 v. 

Practical  carpentry,  2 v. 

Practical  sheet  and  plate  metal  work 
Principles  and  practice  of  plumbing 
Principles  of  heating 
Progressive  democracy 
Progressive  furnace  heating 
Psychology 

Recollections  of  a full  life 
Reformation  in  Germany 
Rise  of  the  American  people 
Rocky  mountain  wonderland 
Russia,  the  country  of  extremes 
Russia,  a guidebook 
Russia  and  the  world 
Salon  and  English  letters 
Science  of  war 
Screw  cutting  lathe 

Smithsonian  physical  tables  U.  S. 

Social  center 


AUTHOR 

A.  M.  Hamilton 
S.  W.  McCall 
Library  of  Technology 

Laura  Junot 
Anne  Topham 
F.  A.  Halsey 
J.  F.  Hobart 
Julius  Chambers 
W.  H.  Koebel 
Clara  M.  Norton,  ed. 
W.  H.  Dawson 
S.  S.  McClure 
John  Muir 
Mary  K.  Waddington 
H.  P.  Johnston 
Robert  Hichens 
A.  B.  Hulbert 
R.  W.  Neeser 
R.  G.  Usher 
Anna  B.  Comstock 
D.  C.  Worcester 
R.  D.  Salisbury 
J.  J.  Cosgrove 
Library  of  Technology 
W.  A.  Radford 
E.  A.  Atkins 
J.  J.  Cosgrove 
W.  G.  Snow 
Herbert  Crowley 
A.  G.  King 
Hugo  Munsterberg 
Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Taft 
H.  C.  Vedder 
R.  G.  Usher 
Enos  A.  Mills 
M.  Jarintzoff 
Karl  Baedeker 
Stephen  Graham 
C.  B.  Tinker 
G.  F.  R.  Henderson 
J.  F.  Hobart 
Smithsonian  Institution 
E.  J.  Ward 
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TITLE 


AUTHOR 


Social  England 

Social  life  in  Old  New  England 
Some  old  Flemish  towns 
Songs  from  the  operas 
South  of  Panama 
Stationary  engineering,  3 v. 

Steam  aud  hot  water  heating 
Steam  boilers 
Studies  in  seven  arts 
Style  in  furniture 
Text-book  of  physics 
Through  the  grand  canyon 
Through  the  Brazilian  wilderness 
Typography  of  advertisements 
Wanderings  on  the  Italian  Riviera 
With  poor  immigrants  to  America 
Woman  through  the  ages,  2 v. 
Year  with  a whaler 
Yosemite 


H.  D.  Traill 
Mary  C.  Crawford 

G.  W.  Edwards 

H.  E.  Krehbiel 

E.  A.  Ross 
J.  G.  Branch 
E.  R.  Pierce 

E.  M.  Shealy 
Arthur  Symonds 

R.  D.  Benn 
Wm.  Watson 
E.  L.  Kolb 
Theodore  Roosevelt 

F.  J.  Trezise 
Frederic  Lee 

Stephen  Graham 
Emil  Reich 
W.  N.  Burns 
John  Muir 


After  the  inventory  of  1914,  54  volumes  were 
retired  which  had  been  lost  in  circulation  or  missing 
from  the  shelves  for  two  inventories.  105  other 
volumes  could  not  be  accounted  for.  38  of  them  turned 
up  in  the  inventory  of  1915.  The  rest  were  retired. 
96  volumes  have  disappeared  during  the  year.  Probably 
a large  part  of  them  will  re-appear  at  the  next  inven- 
tory, as  has  been  the  case  in  the  past.  Of  the  96,  63 
were  missing  from  the  main  collection,  32  from  the 
childen’s  room,  and  2 at  the  Porestville  branch.  Some  of 
the  books  lost  are  lost  in  circulation  but  the  larger  part 
are  taken  from  the  shelves.  It  is  deplorable  that  a few 
dishonest  persons  should  have  so  little  sense  of  honor 
as  to  betray  the  confidence  which  is  placed  in  them  in 
allowing  practically  unrestricted  access  to  the  shelves. 
A few  books  have  been  mutilated  the  past  year.  In 
many  libraries  free  access  to  the  books  is  being  re- 
stricted. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  necessary 
in  our  Library. 
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The  books  retired  were  classed  as  follows:  juvenile: 
fiction,  130;  sociology,  21;  natural  science,  3;  useful 
arts,  2;  fine  arts,  7;  literature,  3;  history  12;  travel,  5; 
biography,  1;  total  184.  Adult:  fiction,  172;  biblio- 
graphy, 47;  philosophy,  1;  religion,  1;  sociology,  16; 
philology  3;  useful  arts,  7;  fine  arts,  2;  literature,  9;. 
history,  6;  travel  5;  biography,  1;  total,  274. 

The  entire  library  is  classified  as  follows: 


Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Per  Cent. 

Prose  fiction 

.8894 

2156 

11050 

37.57 

Reference  and  bibliography 

. .345 

13 

358 

1.22 

Philosophy  and  ethics 

..389 

17 

406 

1.38 

Religion  and  mythology 

..934 

83 

1017 

3.46 

Sociology,  political  science, 

folk-lore 

.2006 

326 

2332 

7.93 

Philology  

. 130 

130 

.44 

Natural  science 

. 967 

297 

1264 

4.30 

Useful  arts 

.1665 

116 

1781 

6.05 

Fine  arts 

.1111 

159 

1270 

4.32 

Literature 

.2035 

253 

2288 

7.78 

History  

.1779 

414 

2193 

7.46 

Travel  and  description 

.1603 

316 

1919 

6.53 

Biography 

1429 

201 

1630 

5.54 

Magazines 

.1627 

142 

1769 

6.02 

24914 

4493 

29407 

100.00 

Home  Use  Of  Books. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  for  home 
reading  was  109,423,  13.438  (14  per  cent)  more  than  the 
preceding  year.  In  five  years  the  circulation  has  in- 
creased 42,597  (nearly  two-thirds);  in  ten  years,  63,442 
(over  138  per  cent). 

The  increase  the  past  year  was  quite  evenly  dis- 
tributed, there  having  been  a gain  in  the  total  at  the 
main  library  and  the  Forestville  branch  every  month 
except  last  July  when  the  loss  was  only  73.  The  gain 
from  the  adult  department  at  the  main  library  was 
7,420  (over  15  per  cent).  There  was  a gain  every 
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month  at  the  Forestville  branch,  the  total  being  1,552 
(also  over  15  per  cent).  The  children’s  room  lost  209 
(less  than  1 per  cent).  This  was  because  during  the 
past  year,  for  the  first  time,  books  were  taken  to  all 
the  school  rooms  of  the  city,  for  the  home  reading  of 
the  children.  Many  got  books  there  who  otherwise 
would  have  come  to  the  Library.  The  circulation  of 
children’s  books  from  the  schools  increased  4,711. 

A.s  previously,  books  for  adults  were  taken  to  the 
rural  schools  except  the  Fall  Mountain  school.  People 
in  that  vicinity  were  served  by  books  taken  to  the 
Community  House.  The  use  of  books  for  adults  from 
the  rural  schools  and  the  Community  House  decreased 
173.  The  year  before  it  decreased  87.  It  would  seem 
as  if  the  people  living  remote  from  the  Library  would 
appreciate  having  books  brought  into  the  neighborhood. 
It  should  be  said,  however,  that  some  have  acquired 
the  “library  habit”  from  the  schools  and  then  transfer- 
red their  allegiance  to  the  main  library. 

The  school  circulation  of  books  among  children 


and  adults  was  as  follows: 

Children  Adults 

District  I (Federal  Hill) 836 

District  II  (North  Side) 889 

District  III  (South  Side) 2,025 

District  III  (Park  Street) 1,577 

District  V (East  Bristol)  894 

District  VI  (Stafford) 222  56 

District  VIII  (Peaceable  Street) 163  20 

District  IX  (Edgewood) ...  486  69 

District  X (S.  Chippens  Hill)  188  87 

District  XI  (N.  Chippens  Hill) 129  103 

District  XII  (Fall  Mt.) 79 

District  XIII  (Forestville) 1,065 

(St.  Joseph’s) 3,557 


12,110  335 

The  school  circulation  of  books  for  children,  by 
school  terms  was,  fall  term,  5,740;  winter  term,  6,370. 
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Books  in  foreign  languages  were  issued  as  follows: 
Polish,  579;  Italian,  423;  French,  233;  Lithuanian  233; 
German,  186.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library 
in  those  languages  is:  Polish,  119;  Italian,  250;  French, 
283;  Lithuanian,  89;  German,  196. 

The  library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books 
309  days. 

The  average  daily  circulation  was:  from  the  adult 
department,  205.39;  from  the  children’s  room,  69.39; 
at  the  branch,  37.62;  total,  312.40;  28.04  more  than  in 
1913-14. 

January  30th,  1915,  450  books  were  issued  from 
the  main  desk  at  the  Library:  4 more  than  on  March  7, 
1914,  the  best  day  previously.  March  6th,  1915,  an- 
other record  was  made  with  a circulation  of  482.  The 
same  day  a new  record  was  made  of  books  issued  from 
the  adult  and  children’s  departments  of  the  main 
Library.  Total  613,  24  more  that  ever  before.  A new 
monthly  record  of  circulation  from  the  adult  depart- 
ment was  made  last  January,  6,031  books^having  been 
issued,  302  more  than  March,  1914.  This  record  stood 
but  two  months.  In  March  a new  record  was  made  of 
6,522.  The  Forestville  branch  passed  the  thousand 
mark  in  January  last.  The  circulation  that  month  be- 
ing 1,125.  That  was  the  third  monthly  record  made 
at  the  branch  during  the  year.  The  total  circulation 
during  March  last,  from  the  main  library  and  the 
branch,  was  9,945,  887  or  nearly  10  per  cent  more  than 
March,  1914,  the  best  month  previously. 

Books  have  been  continued  at  the  C.  J.  Root  Co.’s 
factory  with  an  increased  circulation.  Last  winter  100 
volumes  were  taken  to  the  rooms  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment of  the  New  Departure  Manufacturing  Co.  for  the 
for  the  use  of  the  firemen  and  other  employes.  The 
use  for  home  reading  has  been  quite  small,  but  the 
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books  have  been  read  quite  considerably  by  the  fire- 
men and  others  at  the  factory. 

In  addition  to  the  books  circulated,  736  stereo- 
graphs and  555  mounted  pictures  were  issued  from  the 
main  library  to  the  school  teachers  of  the  town. 

The  following  table  gives  the  circulation  by 
months  in  the  several  departments,  compared  with  the 
circulation  of  the  previous  year: 


Children's 

Main  Desk 

Room 

August 

4750 

1920 

September. . . 

4368 

1379 

October 

5233 

1632 

November. . . 

5225 

1920 

December. . . 

5141 

1661 

January...  . 

6031 

1830 

February . . . 

5824 

1929 

March 

2337 

April 

5677 

1891 

May 

5019 

1637 

June 

4850 

1640 

Julv 

4827 

1667 

63467 

21443 

Schools:  juvenile 
Schools:  adult 
Community  House 
C.  J.  Root  Co. 

New  Departure  Mfg.  Co. 


Total 


Branch 

Total 

1913*14 

Increase 

Decrease 

925 

7595 

6472 

1123 

895 

6642 

6100 

542 

981 

7846 

6873 

973 

946 

8091 

7376 

715 

998 

7800 

7450 

350 

1125 

8986 

8247 

739 

998 

8751 

7685 

1066 

1086 

9945 

9058 

887 

951 

8519 

7795 

724 

864 

7520 

6279 

1241 

912 

7402 

6926 

476 

946 

7440 

7513 

73 

11627 

96537 

87774 

8836 

73 

12110 

7399 

4711 

335 

676 

341 

168 

168 

244 

136 

108 

29 

29 

109423 

95985 

13852 

414 

The  circulation,  classified,  was  as  follows: 
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Prose  fiction,  adult. 
Prose  fiction,  juvenile 

Bibliography 

Philosophy 

Theology  

Sociology 

Philology 

Natural  Science 

Useful  arts 

Fine  arts 

Literature 

History 

Travel 

Biography  

Magazines  
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Prior  to  and  during  the  holiday  season  books  suita- 
ble for  gifts  for  children  were  exhibited  in  the  chil- 
dren’s room.  They  attracted  considerable  attention 
and  several  persons  purchased  through  the  Library 
and  otherwise  copies  of  books  displayed. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  three  per  cent,  more 
of  the  circulation  was  classed  as  non-fiction  than  in 
1913-T4.  The  number  of  non-fiction  books  issued  was 
23,346;  5,683  or  over  32  per  cent,  more  than  the 
year  before. 

During  the  year  800  copies  of  a pamphlet  “Practi- 
cal Books  for  Practical  Men;”  an  annotated  list  of 
books  on  mechanics  and  applied  arts,  published  by  the 
Department  of  Engineering  Extension  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Iowa,  were  mailed  to  the  men  in  town  to  whom 
it  was  thought  the  list  might  appeal.  150  copies  of  an 
annotated  list  of  the  books  in  the  “Home  University 
Library  of  Modern  Knowledge”  were  procured,  gratis, 
of  the  publishers  of  the  Library,  Henry  Holt  & Co.  and 
mailed  about  town.  At  the  close  of  the  school  year  a 
list,  with  explanatory  and  descriptive  nptes,  of  the  best 
books  in  the  Library  on  the  choice  of  a business  or 
profession,  together  with  a folder,  “Don’t  be  a Quit- 
ter,” by  S.  H.  Ranck,  Librarian  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
Public  Library,  was  mailed  the  graduates  from  the 
public  schools. 

The  Library  had  several  folios  of  prints  and  en- 
gravings which  were  of  practically  no  value  because 
they  were  not  in  shape  to  be  of  service.  They  have 
been  mounted  separately,  and  frames  with  detachable 
backs  provided,  the  idea  being  to  make  them  available 
for  use  in  the  school  rooms.  The  teacher  selects  the 
picture  she  wishes,  it  is  placed  in  a frame,  and  deliv- 
ered to  her  at  school  for  the  term  or  school  year.  Sev- 
eral teachers  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity. 
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The  number  of  persons  having  borrower’s  cards 
authorizing  them  to  draw  books  increased  248  during 
the  year.  At  the  main  library  the  three  years’  time 
limit  expired  on  1097  cards  and  1240  new  cards  were 
issued — a gain  of  243.  At  the  Forestville  branch  the 
time  expired  on  152  cards  and  157  new  cards  were 
issued — a gain  of  5.  The  number  of  borrowers  cards 
outstanding  July  31,  1915.  was  4245.  Of  this  number 
3796  have  been  issued  at  the  main  library  and  449  at 
the  branch. 

Binding 

During  the  year  114  volumes  of  magazines  and 
public  documents  were  bound  for  the  first  time  and  665 
volumes  were  rebound.  The  average  circulation  before 
binding  of  the  volumes  rebound  was  45.46  and  the 
average  cost  of  rebinding  was  32.94  cents.  The  aver- 
age cost  of  binding  magazines  and  public  docments  was 
51.3  cents.  During  the  year  1631  volumes  have  been 
re-cased  and  repaired  at  the  library  at  an  average  cost 
per  volume  for  labor  and  supplies  of  about  five  cents. 
Re-casing  books  at  the  library,  which  otherwise  would 
be  sent  away  to  be  rebound,  is  a pronounced  advantage, 
as  it  is  necessary  to  withdraw  the  books  from  circula- 
tion only  a day  or  two.  It  is  also  economy.  The  cost 
of  rebinding  and  re-casing  books  in  the  year  which 
has  just  closed  was  but  a little  more  than  one-half 
greater  than  five  years  ago,  whereas  the  circulation  was 
two-thirds  greater. 

Library  and  Reading  Room  Hours  and  Summary 
of  The  Rules 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  open  from  9 
a.  m.  until  9 p.  m.,  except  Sundays  and  the  following 
holidays:  Labor  Day,  New  Year’s  Day  and  Memorial 
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Day  the  library  and  reading  room  are  open  from  9 a. 
m.  until  1 p.  m. ; Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Fast  Day 
and  the  Fourth  of  July  the  entire  building  is  closed  all 
day.  The  reading  room  is  also  open  Sundays  from  2 
until  6 p.  m.  from  October  1 until  June  1. 

Any  resident,  taxpayer  or  person  regularly  em- 
ployed in  Bristol  is  entitled  to  borrow  books  from  the 
library  without  charge,  when  that  person  has  signed 
the  proper  application  and  agreement  and  has  been 
identified.  Applications  of  persons  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  require  the  endorsement  of  parent,  guar- 
dian, or  some  other  responsible  person. 

Periodicals  in  the  Reading  Room 


Boston  Herald 
Hartford  Courant 
Hartford  Post 
Hartford  Times 


American  Machinist 
Bristol  City  Ledger 
Collier’s  Weekly 
Current  Events  j 
Electrical  World 
Harper’s  Weekly 
Illustrated  London 
News 


Ambition  x 
American  Boy  j 
American  City 
American  Homes 
and  Gardens 
American  Magazine 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Bookman 
Boston  Cooking 

School  Magazine 


Daily  Papers 

New  York  Herald 
New  York  Sun 
New  York  Times 
New  York  Tribune 


New  York  World 
Springfield  Republican 
Waterbury  American 

Total  11 


Weekly  Publications 


Independent 
Leslie’s  Weekly 
Life 

Literary  Digest 
Living  Age 
Nation 

New  England  Farms  x 
New  York  Times: 
book  review 


Outlook 

Rural  New  Yorker 
Scientific  American  & 

“ “ Supp’t 

Survey 

Yale  Alumni  Weekly  x 
Youth’s  Companion  j 

Total  22 


Monthly  Publications 


Garden  Magazine 
Good  Housekeeping 
Harper’s  Bazar 
Harper’s  Monthly 
Illustrated  World 
Industrial 

Engineering 
International  Studio 
Ladies’  Home  Journal 
Little  Folks  i 


Review  of  Reviews 
St.  Nicholas  j 
School  Review 
Scribner’s  Magazine 
System 

Something  to  Do  j 
Travel 

U.  S.  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics:  Monthly 
review  x 
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Monthly  Puplications— Continued 


Boys’  Magazine  j 
Brown  Alumni 
Monthly  x 
Century  Magazine 
Cold  x 

Country  Life 
in  America 
Current  Opinion 
Delineator 
Educational  Review 
Elementary  School 
Journal 
Engineering 
Etude 
Forum 


McClure’s  Magazine 
Machinery 
National  Geographic 
Magazine 
North  American 
Review 

Our  Dumb  Animals  j 
Outing 

Pan  American 
Union:  bulletin 
Playgrounds 
Popular  Mechanics 
Popular  Science 
Monthly 

Other  Publications 


Woodworker  x 
World’s  Advance 
World’s  Work 
Women’s  Home 
Companion 


Total  51 


Bristol  Press:  semi-weekly  New  England  Genealogical 

Congressional  Record  x and  Historical  Register: 

Dial:  semi-monthly  Quarterly 

Yale  Review:  Quarterly 


The  Men’s  Reading  and  Smoking  Room,  in  the 
basement,  open  from  6:30  to  10  o’clock  week  day  eve- 
nings and  from  2 to  6 Sunday  afternoons,  except  from 
June  1st  to  October  1st,  during  the  year  just  closed  was 
open  306  evenings  with  an  average  attendance  of  11.20 
(two  more  than  the  year  before)  and  35  Sunday  after- 
noons, with  an  average  attendance  of  19.51  (one  less 
than  last  year)  Sunday,  January  31st,  the  attendance 
was  64. 


Periodicals  in  the  Men’s  Reading  Room 


Hartford  Courant 
Hartford  Post 
Hartford  Times 


Daily  Papers 

New  York  Sun 
New  York  Tribune 
New  York  World 


Waterbury  American 


Total  7 
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Weekly  Publications 


Bristol  Press  Judge 

Bristol  City  Ledger  Leslie’s  Weekly 

Colliers’  Weekly  Literary  Digest 

Harper’s  Weekly  Outlook 

Independent  Puck 


Saturday  Evening  Post 
Scientific  American 


Supp’t 


Total  13 


Monthly  Publications 


Cosmopolitan  Illustrated  World 

Everybody’s  Munsey’s 

Popular  Mechanics 


World’s  Advance 
World’s  Work 


Total  7 


No  course  of  lectures  by  professional  lecturers  was 
given  the  past  year  but  nineteen  free  lectures,  illus- 
trated by  lantern  slides,  were  read  by  the  librarian. 
Three  were  rented  of  Underwood  & Underwood.  Sub- 
jects: Holland,  France,  Greece.  Two  were  lent  by 
The  Keystone  View  Co.  Subjects:  British  Isles,  Tour 
of  the  World.  The  other  lectures  on  birds  and  United 
States  History  and  Travel,  were  lent  by  The  Connecti- 
cut Public  Library  Committee.  The  lectures  were,  as 
a rule,  well  attended,  particularly  by  school  children, 
for  whom  the  lectures  secured  of  the  state  were  special- 
ly intended. 

This  summer,  as  last,  information  and  advertise- 
ments of  transportation  companies  and  pleasure  resorts 
were  secured  and  placed  on  open  shelves  in  the  Read- 
ing Room,  for  the  information  of  the  public. 

The  file  of  directories  maintained  in  the  Reading 
Room  by  The  Price  and  Lee  Co.,  includes  about  80  of 
the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  East.  It  is  kept 
well  up  to  date  and  is  used  increasingly  by  the  public. 
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FINANCE. 

The  receipts  at  the  Library  during  the  year  were 
as  follows: 

Fines  for  over-due  books; 

Adult  department 

Children’s  room 

Forestville  branch 

Rental  of  Hall 

Non-resident  borrowers 

Periodicals  sold 

Old  papers  sold 

Rental  of  stereopticon 

Reserving  books 

Lost  cards  replaced 

Books  lost  or  damaged 

Catalogue  sold. 

Electric  lighting  fixtures  sold 

Miscellaneous 2.70 

$429.63 

The  total  is  $27.66  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

A general  statement  of  the  Library  Account  for 
the  year  is  as  follows: 

Balance  Sept.  1,  1914 $4  06 


$317.68 
19.35 
. 25.85 

$362.88 

11.00 

5.00 
13.20 

6.42 

8.00 

9.35 

1.35 
4.14 

.25 

5.34 


Receipts  of  the  Year 


City  appropriation $5,500.00 

Income  of  City  Library  Fund,  transferred  to  City 

Treasurer 2,900.00 

Receipts  at  Library 429.63 

Bristol  Trust  Company,  interest  on  daily  balances  .88 

$8,830  51 


$8,834.57 


Library  orders  drawn  during  year 8,818.85 

Balance,  September  1,  1915 $15.72 


Order  4031,  amount  $6.75,  remains  unpaid. 
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It  should  be  noted  that  the  net  income  of  the  Root 
Fund  in  the  year  was  only  $2,034.83,  as  appears  in  the 
income  report  later.  In  turning  over  $2,900.00  to  the 
city  treasurer  the  income  balance  of  $870.94  of  last 
year  was  practically  exhausted.  The  expenditures  of 
the  year  exceeded  the  actual  net  receipts  of  the  year 
by  $853.51. 

A detailed  report  of  the  “City  of  Bristol  Library 
Fund,”  principal  and  interest  accounts,  and  a classified 
list  of  the  expenditures  are  appended  to  this  report. 

The  market  value  of  the  principal  of  the  library 
fund  has  depreciated  $2,001.25.  The  preferred  stock 
of  The  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railroad  depreciated 
$1,200.00  and  that  of  the  Boston  Elevated  $1,400.00. 
The  receipts  from  the  fund  were  $943  less  than  the 
preceding  year. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  year  was 
$8,818.85;  $583.93  less  than  the  amount  during  1913- 
T4. 

The  following  accounts  were  increased:  Librarians, 
$282.09;  Rebinding  and  repairing  books,  $32.00; 
Periodicals,  $22.54;  Heat,  $31.57;  Light,  $3.75;  Print- 
ing, etc.,  $101.28.  The  accounts  which  have  decreased 
are:  Book  purchase,  $468.73;  Binding,  $14.40;  Men’s 
Reading  Room,  $68.29;  Care  and  up-keep  of  property, 
$151.25;  Lectures,  $32.66;  Miscellaneous,  $27.33; 
Special,  $294.50. 

The  principal  items  classed  as  “special”  were  the 
painting  of  the  exterior  woodwork  of  the  building  and 
the  erection  of  an  out-side  fire  escape  from  the  hall  on 
the  second  floor. 

The  following  table  is  a comparison  of  our  expend- 
itures last  year  with  “figures  suggested  as  a basis  for 
the  minimum  for  an  average  community  under  normal 
conditions  having  a circulation  of  100,000”  volumes  in 
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“A  normal  library  budget”  by  O.  R.  H.  Thompson 
and  printed  as  a library  handbook  by  the  American 
Library  Ass’n. 


Normal 

Bristol 

Building  maintenance 

$ 300.00 

$ 189.97 

Light  and  heat 

1,000.00 

692.07 

Salaries 

5,160.00 

4,268.96 

Books  and  binding 

2,277.50 

2,040.89 

Magazines  and  binding 

420.00 

328.95 

Supplies  and  printing 

500.00 

340.64 

Miscellanous  expenses 

500.00 

Men’s  reading  room 

213.21 

Lectures 

57.01 

Special:  fire  escape,  etc 

687.15 

$10,157.50 

$8,818.85 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Charles  L.  Wooding. 


Classified  List  of  Library  Orders. 


Librarian  and  Assistants: — 

C.  L.  Wooding $1,800  00 

E.  Jennie  Peck 540  00 

May  W.  Dailey  381  64 

Annie  W.  Darrow 132  36 

Elizabeth  R.  King 501  68 

Gertrude  M.  Kelsey 523  28 

$3,878 

Purchase  of  Books: — 

Brown,  Thomson  & Co 5^1  76 

Baker  & Taylor  Co  276  98 

Carol  Cox  Book  Co 214  91 

J.  R.  Anderson  Co 78  56 

Helen  R.  Marvin 76  97 

Leary,  Stuart  &Co 66  52 

Sherwood  Co 46  16 

Arthur  R .Womrath 44  82 

John  Wanamaker 36  45 

Chas.  W.  Clark  Co 33  89 

New  York  Society  Library 24  20 

Union  Library  Ass’n 15  35 

J.  Q.  Adams  & Co 14  00 

H.  R.  Huntting  Co 13  39 

Williams’  Book  Store 12  25 

G.  F.  Reifsneider 12  10 

Theo.  E.  Schulte 10  65 

R.  S.  Anderson  & Co 9 55 

DeWolfe  & Fiske  Co 8 65 

Longmans,  Green  & Co 8 25 

Theo.  Audel  & Co 7 20 

Charles  Gerhardt 6 85 

R.  M.  Barrett 6 75 

Hampden  Publishing  Co 6 00 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Purchase  of  Books — Continued. 

National  Ass’n  of  Corporation  Schools 6 00 

“Machinery” 5 80 

Himebaugh-Brown 5 58 

Fred  Wilkins 5 40 

Leverett  Belknap 5 07 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 5 00 

American  Academy  of  Political  & Social 

Science 5 00 

Oliver  Ditson  Co 4 73 

Henry  Malkan 4 50 

Rand,  McNally  & Co 3 65 

Atkinson,  Mentzer  & Co 3 30 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica 3 00 

Thomas  Nelson  & Sons 3 00 

Gimbel  Brothers 2 70 

Isaac  Mendoza  Book  Co 2 60 

Neil  Morrow  Ladd  Book  Co 2 53 

Macmillan  Co 2 32 

Charles  E.  Lauriat  Co 2 08 

R.  R.  Bowker  Co 2 00 

E.  P.  Dutton  & Co 1 75 

Chas.  Scribner’s  Sons 1 69 

Frederick  W.  Bailey 1 50 

Standard  Book  Co 1 47 

F.  C.  Stechert  Co 1 41 

Henry  Malkan 1 25 

Ginn  & Co 1 08 

Wilfrid  Wheeler 100 

Pan-American  Union 75 

G.  W.  F.  Blanchfield 50 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 23  98 

$1,722.75 

Binding  Unbound  Books  and  Periodicals: — 

Robert  Brooks 56  80 

C.  L.  Wooding,  freight  paid 1 68 

58  48 

Rebinding  and  Repairing  Books: — 

Robert  Brooks 214  12 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  recasing  and  repairing. . 65  24 

Gaylord  Bros,  supplies 24  63 

G.  H.  Elton  & Co.,  supplies 6 60 

F.  J.  Barnard  & Co.  supplies 2 50 

C.  L.  Wooding,  freight  paid 5 05 

$318  14 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Periodicals: — 

B.  O.  Barnard 202  29 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 21  00 

Hartford  Times 12  00 

Hartford  Courant 8 00 

Springfield  Republican  8 50 

Bristol  Press  4 00 

University  of  Chicago 2 70 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 2 30 

Bristol  City  Ledger 2 00 

Library  Bureau. v 2 00 

Murray  & Tibbals 1 90 

New  York  Times 138 

School  Arts  Pub.  Co 1 00 

Cleveland  Public  Library 50 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 90 

$270  47 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage: — 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co 124  32 

G.  A.  Warner,  P.  M.,  stamped  envelopes. . 63  72 

B.  O.  Barnard 12  47 

Brooklyn  Public  Library 6 12 

University  of  Iowa  Dept,  of  University 

Extension 6 00 

Massachusetts  Audubon  Society 4 50 

New  York  Public  Library 4 00 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 1 29 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 23  57 

$245  99 

Heat: — 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  steam 288  77 

Strunz  Coal  Co,,  wood 23  00 

$311  77 

Light: — 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  electricity 240  26 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  gas 140  04 


$380  3 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Care  and  upkeep  of  property — repairs  and  supplies: — 
P.  G.  Diefendorf,  janitor 


Extra  services  and  cash  payments  9 12 

399.12 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  gas  and  electric 
light  supplies 24  30 

F.  A.  Shaffer  Co 24  14 

W.  P.  Birdy 19  63 

City  Sprinkling  Tax 15  80 

G.  F.  Thomas,  supplies  for  vacuum  cleaner  10  61 

W.  E.  Fogg 12  60 

Chas.  E.  Curtiss,  labor . 8 00 

Bristol  Water  Department 7 81 

B.  O.  Barnard 5 25 

W.  F.  Moran,  lawn  mower 5 00 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son 4 60 

F.  E.  Wightman,  painting 4 60 

A.  F.  Lincoln 4 55 

Sisson  Drug  Co 4 25 

C.  B.  Dolge  Co 4 25 

J.  M.  White  Co 3 87 

L.  M.  Case v 3 00 

R.  Prothero  & Co 2 45 

John  Riggs 2 20 

Frost  & Bartlett,  spraying  trees 1 98 

Goodsell  Bros.,  salt  for  walks 1 80 

Wonder-Mist  Co.,  floor  polish 1 75 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 8 41 

$579  97 

Men’s  Reading  Room 

Arthur  E.  Ingram,  attendant $179  25 

B.  O.  Barnard,  periodicals 32  66 

Murray  & Tibbals,  newspapers 1 30 

$213  21 

Lectures:  — 

G.  F.  Thomas,  services  at  stereopticon. . . . $19  00 

Underwood  & Underwood,  rental  of  lectures  14  00 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co.,  printing  tickets. ...  4 50 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  services 3 50 

Bristol  Police  Department 3 00 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 

Police $6  00 

Express  on  slides 7 01  13  01 


$57  01 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 


Miscellaneous: — 

S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co 

B.  O.  Barnard,  supplies 

F.  A.  Hubbell,  transportation  of  books 

$27  01 
20  40 

to  schools 

H.  Schultz  & Co.,  pamphlet  cases 

Robert  Brooks,  rebinding  magazine  holders 

J.  E.  Cross,  stamp  pads  and  ink 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  supplies 

R.  W.  Ford,  rubber  stamp 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  cash  payment 

C.  L.  Wooding,  cash  payments 

11  00 

6 00 
4 50 
3 30 
1 10 
50 
10 
20  74 

Special: — 

Fire  escape: 

W.  E.  Fogg $419  00 

Wilson  Potter,  architect  30  00 

$94  65 

449  00 

R.  Prothero  & Co.,  painting  exterior 

woodwork 

Peerless  Trading  Co.,  paper  baler 

G.  W.  Todd  & Co.,  protectograph  check 

95  00 
42  75 

writer  ....  

F.  A.  Shaffer  Co.,  electric  wiring  in  base- 
ment   $15  25 

Covering  steam  pipes  in  basements  22  10 

34  30 

C.  Funck  & Son,  floor  covering  rear  de- 
livery desk $13  00 

Framing  Pictures  for  schools  10  75 

37  35 

Ida  C.  Cables,  case  of  mounted  birds. . 

23  75 
5 00 

687  15 

$8,818  85. 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund 

(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 

Report  of  C*  L.  Wooding,  Agent* 


PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNT 

CHANGE  IN  INVESTMENTS 

Oct.  23,  1914  Bristol  Public  Welfare  Associa- 


tion, mortgage  paid $4,000  00 

Jan,  4,  1915  Withdrawn  from  Bristol  Savings 

Bank 753  89 

$4,753  89 


SECURITIES  BOUGHT 

Nov.  11,  1914  $2,000.  Indiana  & Michigan 

Electric  Co. , 5 per  cent  bonds  $1,800  00 
$2,000.  Terminal  Association 
of  St.  Louis  5 per  cent  bonds  $2,020  00 
Jan.  4,  1915  $1,000.  NewYork  Central  Equip- 
ment 4 1-2  bond 933  89 


$4,753.89 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  FUND  AUGUST 


Shares  Name  of  Company  Market  Value 

50  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co $3,754  25 

1 Bristol  Trust  Co 160  00 

14  Island  Creek  Coal  Co 679  00 

7 Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  (preferred)......  630  00 

100  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  R.  R.  Co. 

(preferred)  1,600  00 

50  N.  Y.,  N.  H.,  & H.  Railroad  Co 3,175  00 

500  Nipissing  Mining  Co 2,875  00 

50  North  Butte  Mining  Co 1,537  50 

67  United  Fruit  Co 9,011  50 

13  U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co. 

(preferred.), 611  00 


$24,033  25 

BONDS,  INVENTORIED  AT  COST 


$3,000  American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Co. 

col.  trust  4’s  1929 $2,628  75 

1.000  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co’s  gold  5’s. . 988  75 

4.000  Connecticut  River  Co.  6’s  1934  4,200  00 

2.000  Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.  5’s  1957..  1,800  00 

1.000  New  York  Central  Railway  Co.  Equipment 

4^ ’s  1927 933  89 

1,000  Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  1st  mortgage  5’s 

1951 1,000  00 


2,000  Terminal  Ass’n  of  St.  Louis  5’s  1944  2,020  00 

BANK  DEPOSITS. 


Bristol  Savings  Bank 808  72 

Bristol  Trust  Co 24  00 


1,  1915 

Par  Value 

$ 5,000  00 
100  00 
14  00 
7 00 

10,000  00 
5,000  00 
2,500  00 
750  00 
6.700  00 

650  00 


$30,721  00 


$3,000  00 
1,000  00 

4.000  00 

2.000  00 

1,000  00 

1,0C0  00 
2,000  00 


808  72 
24  00 


Total 


$38,437  36  $45,553  72 
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INCOME  ACCOUNT,  AUGUST  1,  1914  TO  AUGUST  1,  1915. 

Balance  on  hand,  August  1,  1914 $ 870  94 

RECEIPTS 

American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Co.  4 percent. 

bond  interest $120  00 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.,  per  cent,  divi- 
dend on  stock 275  00 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.,  5 per  cent,  bond  in- 
terest  50  00 

Bristol  Public  Welfare  Ass’n,  5 per  cent,  interest 

on  mortgage  for  3 months,  22  days 62  22 

Bristol  Savings  Bank,  4 per  cent,  interest 45  75 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  5 per  cent,  dividend  on  stock....  6 00 

Bristol  Trust  Co..  2 per  cent,  on  daily  balances 9 71 

Connecticut  River  Co.,  6 per  cent  bond  interest 240  00 

Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.,  5 per  cent,  bond 

interest 50  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  200  per  cent,  dividend  on 

common  stock 28  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  special  dividend,  300  per 

cent 42  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  600  per  cent,  dividend  on 

preferred  stock 42  00 

Nipissing  Mines  Co.,  20  per  cent,  dividend  on  stock  500  00 

North  Butte  Mining  Co.,  8 per  cent,  dividend 20  00 

New  York  Central  Equipment  Bond,  2X  per  cent. 

interest  (6  months) 22  50 

Syracuse  LightingCo.,  5 per  cent,  bond  interest 50  00 

Terminal  Ass’n  of  St.  Louis,  5 per  cent,  bond  inter- 
est (6  months) 50  00 

United  Fruit  Co%,  8 per  cent,  dividend  on  stock 536  00 

U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co.,  7 per  cent. 

’ dividend 45  48 

2,194  66 


$3,065  60 
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DISBURSEMENTS 


C.  L.  Wooding,  agent,  salary $100  00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  rental  of  safe  deposit  box. . 2 50 

Accrued  interest: — Indiana  & Michigan 


Electric  Company  bonds $27  78 

Terminal  Ass’n  of  St.  Louis  bonds. . 29  17 

New  York  Central  Construction  bond  38 

57  33 

159  83 


Net  income $2,905  77 

Transferred  to  City  Treasurer  for  Library  Fund 2,900  00 


Amount  of  income  on  hand,  deposited  with  Bristol  Trust  Co.  $5  77 

We  have  audited  the  above  accounts:  general 

library  account  and  the  accounts  of  “The  City  of 
Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund,”  principal  and  income, 
and  find  them  correct. 

W.  E.  WlGHTMAN, 

W.  L.  Crouch, 

City  Auditors. 


Bristol,  August  10,  1915. 
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Inventory  and  Assets  of  the  Public  Library,  Aug- 
ust 1,  1915,  as  returned  to  the  City  Clerk. 

INVENTORY. 


Building  site $12,000  00 

Library  building 44,000  00 

Book  stacks 1,500  00 

Chairs  and  tables 475  00 

Assembly  room  furniture 380  00 

Office  furniture  90  00 

Book  supports  and  shelf  labels,  etc 50  00 

Typewriters 40  00 

Vacuum  cleaner 120  00 


$58,655  00 
13,850  00 
3,000  00 

The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library 
Fund  (Mary  P.  Root  Bequest.) 

Principal  (market  value  of  securities)  $38,437  36 

Income 5 77 

Total $113,948  13 


$75,505  00 


38,443  13 


Books 

Museum  and  cases 


Adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Library  Directors  to  the  city,  at  a meeting  duly  warned 
and  held  September  4th,  1915, 


Attest:  Epaphroditus  Peck, 


Secretary. 


Public  Library 


Bristol,  Conn. 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  July  31,  1916 


i 


THE  BRISTOL  PRESS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

^ w 


BRISTOL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public 
Library  of  Bristol,  Conn.: 

I respectfully  submit  herewith  my  report  as 
Librarian  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1916 

Size  and  Growth  of  the  Library 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1915 29,406 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year: 

By  purchase 3,180 

By  gift 126 

State  grant  (2  years) 150 

Federal  documents 35 

State  documents 7 

From  bindery 40 

3,538 

32,955 

Volumes  withdrawn: 

Worn  out 695 

Discarded 30 

Lost  and  paid  for 5 

Contagious  diseases 1 

Missing  in  last  two  inventories 61 

Lost  in  circulation 3 

795 


32,160 


The  volumes  worn  out  had  had,  since  the  last  binding,  an  average 
circulation  of  51.84. 


$2, 056. 32  was  spent  for  books  during  the  year. 
$15.14  of  this  was  for  68  volumes  added  to  the  School 
Library.  The  character  and  cost  of  the  volumes  added 
the  Public  Library,  the  average  cost  per  volume,  and 
the  percentage  of  the  total  for  each  class  were  as 
follows: 

By  Gift  and  Binding  By  Purchase  Cost  Cost  Per  Volume  Per  Cent. 


Juvenile  fiction 4 579  $ 300.85  US  .52  15 

Juvenile  non-fiction 15  422  214.33  .50  10 

Adult  fiction  4 1316  714.86  .54  35 

Adult  non-fiction..... 335  863  811.14  .94  40 


358  3180  2041.18  .60 


2,518  of  the  volumes  added  during  the  year  were 
for  adults  and  1020  for  children.  The  books  for  adults 
were  classed  as  follows:-  fiction,  1320;  bibliography, 
14;  philosophy,  59;  religion,  74;  sociology,  179;  phil- 
ologv,  19;  natural  science,  69;  useful  arts,  138;  fine 
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arts,  92;  literature,  208;  history,  129;  travel,  68;  bi- 
ography, 95;  magazines,  54.  The  books  for  children 
were  classed:  fiction,  583;  philosophy,  6;  religion,  10; 
sociology,  66;  natural  science,  36;  useful  arts,  24;  fine 
arts,  51;  literature,  60;  history,  80;  travel,  44;  biography 
35;  magazines,  25. 

Donors  to  the  Library  with  the  number  of  volumes 
given  by  each,  are  as  follows: 


American  Association  for  Labor  Legislation 1 

American  Jewish  Committee 1 

Percy  Andreae 1 

Mrs.  Cordelia  N.  Barnes 24 

J.  O.  Barrows 1 

Allison  Bunnell 1 

Clara  Lee  Bowman 19 

Bristol  City  Clerk’s  office. 6 

Bureau  of  Railway  News  and  Statistics 1 

Butler  Brothers 2 

P.  P.  Caproni  & Brother 1 
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Donors — Continued. 

A.  A.  Carey 1 

Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace 1 

Nelson  Chesman  & Co 1 

Robert  B.  Codling  1 

Mabelle  E.  Clark 3 

Connecticut  State  Conference  of  Charities  and  Cor- 
rection   . 1 

M.  E.  Coville 1 

Rev.  William  P.  Downes 1 

Mary  Baker  Eddy  Fund 9 

Federal  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  America. ...  1 

General  Education  Board 3 

Great  Britain  H.  M.  Stationery  Office 2 

Harvard  University 1 

Edward  Ingraharh 1 

William  S.  Ingraham 1 

Mrs.  William  S.  Ingraham  and  others 1 

Japan  Society  of  America 2 

Longmans,  Green  & Co 1 

Macmillan  & Co 1 

Hudson  Maxim 1 

Henry  Merriman 6 

National  American  Women  Suffrage  Ass’n 1 

National  City  Bank  of  New  York 1 

National  Educational  Association 1 

National  Security  League 1 

National  Wholesale  Liquor  Dealers  Ass’n 2 

O.  W.  Norton'. 1 

E.  R.  Parker 1 

Miles  Lewis  Peck ...  1 

Mrs.  Julius  A.  Pond 1 

Portland  Cement  Manufacturers 2 

K.  A.  Reiche,  Supt.  of  Schools 1 

Charles  W.  Riley  1 

Rockefeller  Foundation 1 

Theodore  C.  Root 1 

Porter  E.  Sargent 1 

William  E.  Sessions  1 

George  Dudley  Seymour 1 

James  Shepard 2 

Mrs.  Samuel  Viertel 4 

F.  D.  Whitbridge 1 

C.  L.  Wooding 1 

Yale  University 1 
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The  following  are  among  the  important  additions 
to  the  Library  other  than  fiction: 


title  author 

Advanced  grinding  practice  Hamilton  and  Jones 

Affirmations  Havelock  Ellis 

American  composers:  a study  of  the  music  and  musicians  of  this 

century  Hughes  and  Elson 

American  handbook  for  electrical  engineers  Harold  Pender,  ed. 

American  history  and  its  geographical  conditions  Ellen  C.  Semple 


American  literature  since  1870 
American  year  book,  1914 
Analyzing  character 
Applied  theory  of  accounts 
Appreciation  of  literature 
Architectural  drawing  and  draughtsman 
Art  of  versification 
Australian  byways 
Autobiography 
Autobiography 

Automobile  repairing  made  easy 
Book-lover’s  holidays  in  the  open 
Book  of  musical  knowledge 
British  and  American  drama  of  to-day 
British  contempory  artists 
Bulb  book 

Business  man’s  library,  6 v. 

By  motor  to  the  Golden  Gate 
Carpentry  and  joinery 
Case  hardening  of  steel 

Cathedrals  of  Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmark 

Charles  Stewart  Parnell 

Chemistry 

Chief  European  dramatists 
City  planning 

Civilization  of  Babylonia  and  Assyria 
Court  life  from  within 
Crime  and  its  repression 
Crises  in  the  history  of  the  papacy 
Cyclopedia  of  American  government,  3 v. 

Die  making  and  die  design 
Diplomatic  memoirs,  2 v. 

Diplomat’s  wife  in  Mexico 
Drilling  practice  and  jig  design 
Early  American  craftsmen 


F.  L.  Pattee 

Blackford  and  Newcomb 
P.  J.  Esquerre 
G.  E.  Woodbury 
Reginald  Blomfield 
Esenwein  and  Roberts 
Norman  Duncan 
Dr.  E.  L.  Trudeau 
C.  F.  Adams 
V.  M.  Page 
Theodore  Roosevelt 
Arthur  Elson 
B.  H.  Clark 
Cosmo  Monkhouse 
John  Weathers 

Emily  Post 
B.  F.  and  H.  P.  Fletcher 
Harry  Brearley 
T.  F.  Bumpus 
Katherine  O’Shea 
Kahlenberg  and  Hart 
Brander  Matthews,  ed. 
C.  M.  Robinson 
Morris  Jastrow,  jr. 
Eulalia,  Infanta  of  Spain 
G.  Aschaffenburg 
Joseph  McCabe 
McLaughlin  and  Hart 
F.  D.  Jones 
J.  D.  Foster 
Edith  O’Shaughnessy 
Oberg  and  Jones 
W.  A.  Dyer 
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TITLE 

Encyclopedia  of  foods  and  beverages 
English  scene  in  the  18th  century 
Feeble-mindedness:  its  causes  and  consequences 
Foundations  of  character 
From  the  log  of  the  Valsa 
Grapes  of  New  York 
Great  Lakes 

Great  modern  composers 
Greatness  and  decline  of  Rome,  2 v. 

Henry  Codman  Potter 
History  of  England 
Heroines  of  the  modern  stage 
Highway  to  happiness 
History  and  genealogy  of  the  Webster  family 

W.  H.  & M.  R.  Webster 
History  of  travel  in  America,  4 v.  Seymour  Dunbar 

History  of  architecture:  Gothic,  Renaissance,  Modern  2 v. 

A.  L.  Frothingham 


AUTHOR 

E.  S.  Roscoe 
H.  H.  Goddard 
A.  F.  Shand 
Arnold  Bennett 
U.  P.  Hedrick 
J.  O.  Curwood 
D.  G.  Mason 
Guglielmo  Ferrero 
George  Hodges 
A.  D. Innes 
Forrest  Izard 
Richard  LeGallienne 


History  of  criticism,  3 v. 

Home  life  in  America 

House  furnishing  and  decoration 

Iceland 

Ideals  in  art 

Internal  combustion  engine 
Irish  parliamentary  party,  2 v. 

Island  story  (history  of  England) 

Joan  of  Arc 
John  Hay,  2 v. 

Julia  Ward  Howe 
Last  frontier 

Latch  string  to  Maine  woods  and  waters 

Law  dictionary 

Life  and  times  of  Tennyson 

Life  and  work  of  Susan  B.  Anthony,  3 v. 

Life  of  Clara  Barton 

Life  of  Francis  Thompson 

Life  of  Shakespeare 

Life  of  William  McKinley,  2 v. 

Life  of  William  Shakespeare  (new  ed. ) 
Luther  Burbank:  his  life  and  work 
Machine  shop  management 
Machine  shop  practice 
Magic  of  jewels  and  charms 
Manual  of  fruit  insects 


George  Saintsbury 
Katherine  G.  Busbey 
McClure  & Eberlein 
W.  S.  C.  Russell 
Walter  Crane 
H.  E.  Wimperis 
F.  H.  O’Donnell 
H.  E.  Marshall 
M.  Boutet  de  Monvel 
W.  R.  Thayer 
Richards  and  Elliott 
E.  A.  Powell 
Emerson  Hough 
H.  C.  Black 
T.  R.  Lounsbury 

P.  H.  Epler 
Everard  Mayhell 
W.  J.  Rolfe 
C.  S.  Olcott 
Sidney  Lee 
H.  S.  Williams 
J.  H.  Vandeventer 
W.  J.  Kaup 
G.  F.  Kunz 
Slingerland  and  Crosby 


TITLE  author 

Marie  Edgeworth  Constance  Hill 

Masterpieces  of  modern  drama:  English  and  American 

Pierce  and  Matthews 


Masterpieses  of  modern  drama:  Foreign 

Manual  of  military  training 

Memories  and  anecdotes 

Men  of  the  old  stone  age 

Mines  and  their  story 

Miracles  of  the  New  Testament 

Modern  cabinet  work 

Modern  factory:  safety,  sanitation  and  welfare 
Modern  history  of  the  English  people,  2 v. 
Modern  tool  making  methods 
Monroe  doctrine 

Moral  obligation  to  be  intelligent 
Musicians  of  to-day 
My  growing  garden 
My  life 

My  path  through  life 

Naval  history  of  the  American  revolution,  2 v. 
New  American  government  and  its  work 
New  International  year  book,  1915 
Old  Testament  in  the  light  of  to-day 
On  the  cosmic  relations,  2 v. 


Pierce  and  Matthews 
J.  A.  Moss 
Kate  Sanborn 
H.  F.  Osborn 
Bernard  Mannix 
A.  C.  Headlam 
Wells  and  Hooper 
G.  M.  Price 
R.  H.  Gratton 
J.  D.  Jones,  ed. 
A.  B.  Hart 
John  Erskine 
Romain  Rolland 
J.  H.  McFarland 
Hiram  S.  Maxim 
Lilli  Lehmann 
G.  W.  Allen 
J.  T.  Young 


Opera  synopses 
Oriental  rugs 

Our  American  wonderlands 
Paris  reborn 
Pattern  design 
Phases  of  modern  music 
Planing  and  milling 
Pleasures  and  palaces 
Poetical  works 
Poetical  works,  2 v. 

Popular  botany,  2 v. 

Posters 

Prehistoric  man  and  his  story 
Prevention  of  malaria 
Principles  of  floriculture 
Productive  swine  husbandry 
Public  hygiene,  2 v. 

Punches,  dies  and  tools 
Raffla  basketry  as  a fine  art 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 


W.  F.  Bade 
Henry  Holt 
J.  W.  McSpadden 
W.  D.  Ellwanger 
G.  W.  James 
H.  A.  Gibbons 
L.  F.  Day 
Lawrence  Gilman 

F.  D.  Jones 

Eleanor  Lazarovich-Hrebelianovich 
Robert  Bridges 
* W.  B.  Yeats 
Knight  and  Step 

G.  M.  Price 
G.  F.  S.  Elliott 

Ronald  Ross 
E.  A.  White 
G.  E.  Day 
T.  S.  Blair 
J.  V.  Woodworth 
Gertrude  & Mildred  Ashley 
I.  W.  Ferkins 


TITLE 

Reconciliation  of  government  with  liberty 

Reminiscences 

Scientific  hand  reading 

Senses  of  insects 

Seventy  centuries  of  the  life  of  mankind,  2 v. 
Shafting,  pulleys,  belting,  rope  transmission  and 

Shakespeare’s  theatre 
Six  French  poets 
Socialism  in  America 
Some  Christian  convictions 
Soul  of  America 

Source  book  for  ancient  church  history 
Spiral  and  worm  gearing 
Spur  and  bevel  gearing 
Stories  from  the  operas,  3 v. 

Story  of  a pioneer 

Studies  in  Irish  history  and  biography 

Through  Siberia 

Tools,  chucks  and  fixtures 

Touring  in  1000 

Travels  in  Alaska 

Turning  and  boring 

Twenty-five  years’  reminiscences 

Valve  setting 

We  discover  New  England 

Who’s  who  in  America,  1915 

With  the  German  armies  in  the  East 

Writing  the  photo-play 


AUTHOR 

J.  W.  Burgess 
Lyman  Abbott 
W.  G.  Benham 
Auguste  Forel 
J.  N.  Larned 
shaft  governors 

H.  E.  Collins 
A.  H.  Thorndike 
Amy  Lowell 
John  Macy 
H.  S.  Coffin 
Stanton  Coit 
A.  C.  Ayer 
Industrial  Press 
Industrial  Press 
Gladys  Davidson 
Anna  H.  Shaw 
C.  L.  Falkiner 
Fridtjof  Nansen 
A.  A.  Dowd 

E.  S.  Bates 
John  Muir 

F.  D.  Jones 
Katharine  Tynan 

H E.  Collins 
Louise  C.  Hale 

Sven  Hedin 
Esenwein  and  Leeds 


The  books  retired  were  classed  as  follows — juvenile: 
fiction,  298;  religion,  4;  sociology,  36:  natural  science, 
5;  useful  arts,  3;  fine  arts,  6;  literature,  19;  history,  15; 
travel,  8;  biography,  5;  magazines,  5;  total,  405. 
Adult:  fiction,  334;  bibliography,  7;  philosophy,  2;  re- 
ligion, 2;  sociology,  8;  philology,  1;  natural  science,  4; 
useful  arts,  9;  fine  arts,  1;  literature,  8;  histo^,  8; 
travel,  5;  biogaphy,  1;  total,  390. 
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The  entire  library  is  classified  as  follows: — 


Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Per  Cent. 

Prose  fiction 

.9880 

2441 

12321 

38.33 

Reference  and  bibliography. 

. .352 

13 

365 

1.13 

Philosophy  and  ethics 

..446 

23 

469 

1.46 

Religion  and  mythology 

.1006 

89 

1095 

3.41 

Sociology,  political  science 

folk-lore 

.2177 

356 

2533 

7.88 

Philology. .....  

. 148 

148 

'.46 

Natural  science 

.1032 

328 

1360 

4.23 

Useful  arts  

.1794 

137 

1931 

6.00 

Fine  arts 

.1202 

204 

1406 

4.37 

Literature 

.2235 

294 

2529 

7.86 

History 

1900 

479 

2379 

7.40 

Travel  and  description 

.1666 

352 

2018 

6.28 

Biography 

.1523 

231 

1754 

5.46 

Magazines 

.1681 

161 

1842 

5.73 

27042 

5108 

32150 

100.00 

Home  Use  Of  Books 


The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  for  home 
reading  was  109,996,  573  more  than  in  1914-’15.  The 
greatest  gain  was  in  the  Children’s  room  at  the  Library 
where  the  circulation  increased  2,409.  The  largest 
loss  was  1,013  in  the  circulation  of  the  books  taken  to  the 
schools.  Probably  there  is  a connection  between  the 
two.  Books  were  not  taken  to  the  Federal  Hill  School 
until  after  Christmas,  because  of  unsettled  conditions 
there  resulting  from  part-time  school  and  the  dual 
occupation  of  rooms  available.  The  circulation  of 
books  from  that  school  naturally  totaled  much  less  than 
the  year  before.  Doubtless  many  of  the  children  who 
would  have  taken  books  from  the  school  got  them  at 
the  Library  and  increased  the  circulation  there.  The 
circulation  from  the  adult  department  at  the  Library 
fell  off  264  and  at  the  branch  530. 

Books  were  taken  all  the  schools  of  the  town  except 
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District  I.  during  the  fall  term,  exchanged  after 
Christmas,  and  gathered  in  in  June.  Books  in  like 
manner  were  taken  to  the  community  house  of  the 
Helping  Hand  Society  on  Fall  mountain  and  to  the 
rooms  of  the  fire  department  of  The  New  Departure 
Mfg.  Co. 

The  school  circulation  of  books  among  children 
and  adults  was  as  follows: 


District  I 

(Federal  Hill) . 

Children 

498 

Adult 

District  II 

(North  Side) 

992 

District  III 

(South  Side) 

2,059 

District  III 

(Park  Street) 

1,838 

District  V 

(East  Bristol) 

1,420 

District  VI 

(Stafford) 

72 

District  VIII 

(Burlington  Avenue) 

246 

148 

District  IX 

(Edgewood) 

173 

81 

Disirict  X 

(S.  Chippens  Hill) 

114 

48 

District  XI 

(N.  Chippens  Hill) 

145 

155 

District  XII 

(Fall  Mt.) 

97 

District  XIII 

(Forestville) 

1,098 

(St.  Joseph’s) 

1,671 

11,107 

504 

The  school  circulation  of  books  for  children,  by 
school  terms  was:  fall  term,  4,937;  winter  term,  6,170. 

The  Library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books 
308  days.  The  average  daily  circulation  was:  adult 
department,  206.55;  children’s  room,  77.95;  branch, 
36.26;  total  320.76,  8.36  more  than  in  1914-T5. 

Feb.  26th  last  539  books  were  issued  from  the 
adult  department,  57  more  than  in  any  day  before. 
The  same  day  a new  record  was  made  in  the  children’s 
room  with  a circulation  of  202 — 30  more  than  the 
previous  record.  The  total  of  that  day’s  circulation 
from  the  Library,  741,  was  128  more  than  the  circulation 
of  March  6th,  1915  which  had  been  the  banner  day 
until  last  February. 
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Books  in  foreign  languages  were  issued  as  follows: 
French,  420;  German,  206;  Italian,  243;  Lithuanian, 
179;  Polish,  310.  There  was  an  increase  in  French 
and  German.  Italian  was  practically  the  same  and  a 
loss  in  Polish  and  Lithuanian.  The  total  was  296  less 
than  the  preceding  year. 

In  addition  to  books  circulated,  299  mounted  pic- 
tures and  288  stereographs  were  issued,  principally  to 
school  teachers.  14  framed  prints  and  engravings 
were  loaned  teachers  for  their  schoolroom  walls. 

The  following  table  gives  the  circulation  by 
months  in  the  several  departments,  compared  with  the 
circulation  of  the  previous  year: 


Children's 

Total 

Main  Desk 

Room 

Branch 

Total 

1914-15 

Increase 

Decrease 

August 

...4697 

1553 

1106 

7356 

7595 

239 

September 

...4691 

1344 

654 

6689 

6642 

47 

October 

...5390 

1653 

1006 

8049 

7846 

203 

November 

...5201 

2153 

969 

8323 

8091 

232 

December 

...4689 

1844 

799 

7332 

7800 

468 

January 

2157 

921 

8659 

8986 

327 

February 

. . .5763 

2498 

928 

9189 

8751 

438 

March 

...6021 

2904 

1001 

9926 

9945 

19 

April 

,...5612 

2301 

943 

8856 

8519 

337 

May . 

...5438 

1931 

859 

8228 

7520 

708 

June 

...5123 

1726 

952 

7801 

7402 

399 

July 

...4997 

1788 

959 

7744 

7440 

304 

63203 

23852 

11097 

98152 

96537 

2668 

1053 

Schools:  juven: 

ile 

11107 

12110 

1003 

Schools:  adult 

504 

335 

169 

Community  House 

75 

168 

93 

New  Departure  Mfg.  Co. 

158 

29 

129 

C.  J.  Root  Co. 

244 

244 

109996 

109423 

2966 

2393 

573 


Net  Increase 


Prose  fiction,  adult 

Prose  fiction,  juvenile 

Bibliography  

Philosophy 

Religion  

vSociology 

Philology 

Natural  science 

Useful  arts 

Fine  arts 

Literature 

History 

Travel 

Biography  

Magazines  

• 

63203 

53226 

17 

341 

331 

725 

114 

672 

1107 

795 

1716 

1001 

905 

858 

1395 

Adults 

| Main  Library 

23852 

034iM05©C5t\S^  Or  NO  © 

COCOviOa^GCi-*  O'!  IO  Oi  4— 

O GO  o 4-  CO  i— 1 OS  CO  i— * CO  GO  ■<!  i— 

Juvenile 

11097 

Oi  tO  ►—  H-*  NO  tTj  co 

Oi  Oi  CO  4^  4*  O O Ol  OlMM  to  Oi 

^NO^GONOl-^GO!-*  -I  O 

Branch 

11107 

K)  Ox 

NO  “41  —.J  CO  I—1  tO  GO  4^-NO  O 

o:  x oi  cc  4i  m co  oi  o i—1 

W Cn  NO  4i  CO  O 00  Oi  Oi  NO  GO 

Juvenile 

cn 

o 

o 

CO 

504 

*v| 

1— 1 IO  Cn  NO  Oi  4*-  -4 

1 Adult 

75 

NO  H-*  (— 1 d 

Community 

House 

i— * 

Cn 

GO 

NO  h-*  OX 

New  Depart- 
ure Mfg.  Co. 

109996 

NO  Oi 

Nil— ‘NOOONO  — ^NO  4-  CO*-* 

4i  ' 1 Vj  1C  O Oi  '-l  O ^ O oc  4.  1 NO 

IC^OOtONOGOMOOCOOKSCOOO 
COtOO'!^INOO^ICC4iiCONO-^l4i.OiCO 

Total 

o 

© 

o 

o 

NO  Cri 

NO  ^ NO  NO  NO  l—1 ‘H ‘ i~i  4—  H Cl 

N0Ol4iC0C5OlOlG0hibl'44-bo^I 
1— ‘GOOiNOOiNOOiCOO+iOiOlNONOlxO 

Per  Cent. 

109423 

62812 

23265 

28 

537 

731 

4731 

144 

2114 

1620 

1276 

2395 

2818 

2743 

1707 

2502 

Total  1914-15 

100.00 

to  Cn 

N04- ‘NONONOi—11— ■‘t— 1 4^  i— 1 - I 

t-OOiOiCJlMM^cOMCiOi^.  ON04^ 
Q00i01~-JQ00i00C0C0N001CON00lO 

Per  Cent. 
1914-15 

The  circulation,  classified,  was  as  follows: 
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It  is  gratifying  although  there  was  a slight  increase 
in  the  total  circulation,  that  the  percentage  of  the 
whole  classed  as  adult  prose  fiction  was  1.68  less  than 
a year  ago  and  that  there  was  a falling  off  of  1,523  in 
the  actual  number  of  novels  issued. 

The  following  table  shows  the  gain  or  loss  of  each 
class  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Gain  Loss 

Adult  fiction 1523 

Juvenile  fiction 521 

Bibliography 4 

Philosophy 40 

Religion 101 

Sociology 258 

Philology 30 

Natural  science 31 

Useful  arts. ...  87 

Fine  arts 394 

Literature 527 

History 389 

Travel 38 

Biography 35 

Magazines  73 

Net  gain  573 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  and  the 
circulation  of  books,  reported  each  year  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Library,  are  as  follows: — 

Volumes 

Year  in  Library  Circulation 

1892  (8  months)  3,825  11,179 

1893  4,314  21,187 

1894  4,835  31,408 

1895  5,440  33,066 

1896  6,135  31,666 

1897  6,494  32,813 

1898  7,422  35,625 

1899  8,048  34,822 

1900  8,872  34,593 

1901  9,471  34,874 

1902  10,246  34,444 


1903 

10,987 

33,657 

1904 

12,055 

40,893 

1905 

12,766 

45,981 

1906 

13,661 

46,490 

1907 

14,307 

47,234 

1908 

15,603 

57,852 

1909 

16,761 

66,826 

1910 

18,650 

66,148 

1911 

20,001 

78,177 

1912 

21,918 

80,728 

1913 

23,922 

88,534 

1914 

26,796 

95,985 

1915 

29,407 

109,423 

1916 

32,160 

109,996 

The  number  of  persons  having  borrower’s  cards 
authorizing  them  to  draw  books  increased  127  during 
the  year.  At  the  main  library  the  three  years’  time 
limit  expired  on  1215  cards  and  1320  new  cards  were 
issued — a gain  of  105.  At  the  Forest ville  branch  the 
time  expired  on  138  cards  and  160  new  cards  were 
issued — a gain  of  22.  The  number  of  borrower’s  cards 
outstanding  July  31,  1916,  was  4371.  Of  this  number 
3900  have  been  issued  at  the  main  library  and  471  at 
the  branch. 

Binding. 

During  the  year  64  volumes  of  magazines  and 
public  documents  were  bound  for  the  first  time  and 
584  volumes  were  rebound.  The  average  circulation 
before  binding  of  the  volumes  rebound  was  43.38  and 
the  average  cost  of  rebinding  was  33.79  cents.  The 
average  cost  of  binding  magazines  and  public  docu- 
ments was  54.55  cents.  During  the  year  2044  volumes 
have  been  re-cased  and  repaired  at  the  library  at  an 
average  cost  per  volume  for  labor  and  supplies  of  about 
6 cents. 
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Library  and  Reading  Room  Hours  and  Summary 
of  The  Rules 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  open  from 
9 a.  m.  until  9 p.  m.,  except  Sundays  and  the  follow- 
ing holidays:  Labor  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day  the 
library  and  reading  room  are  open  from  9 a.  m.  until 
1 p.  m. ; Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Fast  Day,  Memorial 
Day  and  the  Fourth  of  July  the  entire  building  is 
closed  all  day.  The  reading  room  is  also  open  Sundays 
from  2 until  6 p.  m.  from  October  1 to  June  1. 

Any  resident,  taxpayer  or  person  regularly  em- 
ployed in  Bristol  is  entitled  to  borrow  books  from  the 
library  without  charge,  when  that  person  has  signed 
the  proper  application  and  agreement  and  has  been 
identified.  Applications  of  persons  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  require  the  endorsement  of  parent,  guar- 
dian, or  some  other  responsible  person. 


Periodicals  in  the  Reading  Room 


Daily  Papers 


Boston  Transcript 
Hartford  Times 
New  York  Times 
Springfield  Republican 


Hartford  Courant  Hartford  Post 

New  York  Herald  New  York  Sun 

New  York  Tribune  New  York  World 


American  Machinist 

Current  Events  j 

Independent 

Life 

Nation 

New  York  Times: 
book  review 
Scientific  American 
& Supplement 


Collier’s  Weekly 
Electrical  World 


Country  Gentleman 
Illustrated  London 


Journal  of  Education 
Literary  Digest 


Leslie  ’ s Weekly 
Living  Age 
New  Republic 
Rural  New  Yorker 
Survey 


News 


New  England  Farms  x 
Outlook 


Youth’s  Companion  j 
Yale  Alumni  Weekly  x 


Total  23 


Monthly  Publications 


Ambition  x 
American  Cookery 
Bookman 
Brown  Alumni 
Monthly  x 
Cold  x 
Delineator 
Engineering 
Garden  Magazine 
Harper’s  Monthly 
Industrial  Engineering 
Little  Folks  j 
National  Geographic 
Magazine 

Our  Dumb  Animals  j 
Playgrounds 
Review  of  Reviews 
Scientific  Monthly 
Something  To  Do  j 
Woodworker  x 
Woman’s  Home 
Companion 


American  Boy  j 
American  Magazine 
Boys’  Life  j 
Century  Magazine 
Country  Life  in 
America 

Educational  Review 
Etude 

Good  Housekeeping 
House  & Garden 
International  Studio 
McClure’s  Magazine 
Outing 

Popular  Mechanics 
St.  Nicholas  j 
Scribner’s  Magazine 
Travel 

World’s  Advance 


American  City 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Boys’  Magazine 
Choir  x 

Current  Opinion 
Elementary  School 
Journal 
Forum 

Harper’s  Bazar 
Illustrated  World 
Ladies’  Home  Journal 
Machinery 
North  American 
Review 

Pan  American  Union 
Bulletin 

Popular  Science 
Monthly 
School  Review 
System 

U.  S.  Labor  Statistics 
monthly  review 
World’s  Work 

Total  54 


Other  Publications 


Bristol  Press:  semi-weekly 
Dial:  semi-monthly 
Unpopular  Review:  quarterly 
Yale  Review:  quarterly 


Congressional  Record  x 
New  England  Genealogical  and 
Historical  Register:  quarterly 
Total  6 


The  Men’s  Reading  and  Smoking  Room  in  the 
basement,  open  from  6:30  to  10  o’clock  week  day 
evenings  and  from  2 to  6 o’clock  Sunday  afternoons 
(except  from  June  1st  to  Oct.  1st),  during  the  past  year 
was  open  308  evenings  with  an  average  attendance  of 
9.96  (1.36  less  than  in  1914-T5)  and  35  Sunday  after- 
noons with  an  average  attendance  of  21.51  (2  more 
than  last  year.) 


j Children’s  Ro  m 
x Gift 
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Periodicals  in  the  Men’s  Room 


Daily  Papers 


Hartford  Courant 
New  York  Sun 
Waterbury  American 


Hartford  Post 
New  York  Tribune 


Hartford  Times 
New  York  World 


Total  7 


Weekly  Publications 


Bristol  Press 
Leslie’s  Weekly 


Collier’s  Weekly  Independent 

Literary  Digest  Outlook 

Scientific  American 


Life 

Saturday  Evening  Post 


and  Supplement 


Total  10 


Monthly  Publications 


Cartoons 

Popular  Mechanics 
World’s  Advance 


Cosmopolitan 
Illustrated  World 
World’s  Work 


Everybody’s 

Munsey’s 


Total  8 


Fifteen  free  lectures,  illustrated  with  stereoptican 
slides,  were  read  by  the  librarian  in  Library  Hall 
during  the  winter  season.  Twelve  were  loaned  by  the 
Connecticut  State  Board  of  Education  and  two  by  The 
Keystone  View  Co.  The  above  were  especially  for 
school  children.  Three  were  rented  of  Underwood  & 
Underwood.  The  lectures  were  well  attended  in  most 
instances.  Apart  from  the  immediate  entertainment 
and  instruction  which  they  give,  the  lectures  advertise 
the  Library  and  keep  it  before  the  public.  Most  of  the 
lectures  were  read  on  Tuesdays  evenings.  Before  the 
end  of  the  season  more  books  were  taken  from  the 
children’s  room  on  Tuesday  evening  than  on  any  other 
evening  of  the  week.  The  usual  exhibit  of  books 
suitable  as  Christmas  gifts  to  children  was  given  last 
December:  also  the  past  summer  “vacation  literature” 
was  placed  on  open  shelves  in  the  Reading  Room. 

The  present  building  was  occupied  in  1907.  The 
number  of  bound  volumes  then  in  the  Library  was 
14,307.  It  was  estimated  that  the  stacks  then  provided 
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would  be  sufficient  for  26,000  volumes.  The  number 
of  volumes  in  the  Library  August  1st  was  32,160. 
Over  6,000  of  them  are  stored  on  temporary  shelves  in 
the  basement  and  the  books  in  the  stack  are  too 
crowded.  It  may  not  be  wise  immediately  to  arrange 
for  the  second  stack  above  the  first  as  contemplated 
when  the  building  was  erected.  As  soon  as  prices 
warrent,  however,  it  should  be  installed.  The  cost  of 
the  present  stack  was  $2,248. 

There  are  about  1,200  volumes  at  the  Forestville 
branch,  if  these  were  at  the  main  library  the  congestion 
would  be  more  acute  and  the  books  would  not  be  as 
available  to  the  people  of  Forestville.  Two  other 
growing  sections  of  the  town  more  or  less  remote  from 
the  central  library,  might  well  be  considered  as  suitable 
localities  for  branch  libraries — East  Bristol  and  the 
North  End.  A branch  library  in  either  locality,  with 
a reading  room  open  evenings,  would,  I am  confident, 
be  much  appreciated  and  much  used.  Also,  although 
this  is  a minor  consideration,  the  books  placed  in  these 
branches  would  relieve  the  crowded  condition  at  the 
main  Library  and  postpone  the  necessity  for  additional 
stacks. 

973  of  the  3900  borrowers  registered  at  the  main 
library  live  north  of  Center  Street  and  west  of  the 
railroad  track.  This  number  will  be  largely  increased 
when  the  new  houses  at  Endee  Manor  are  occupied. 

Miss  E.  Jennie  Peck,  who  had  been  assistant 
librarian  for  nearly  18  years  and  Miss  Annie  W.  Dar- 
row,  who  had  been  a member  of  the  staff  for  14  years, 
resigned  during  the  year.  “Faithful  and  efficient”  is 
a trite  phrase  but  it  immediately  comes  to  mind  and 
can  unqualifiedly  be  applied  to  them  in  their  library 
work.  A desire  to  be  of  service  in  the  community  was 
the  principal  motive  which  lead  them  to  engage  and  to 
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continue  in  library  work  and  the  service  rendered  was 
such  as  would  be  performed  when  undertaken  with 
such  aims. 

Miss  Edna  M.  Downs,  a graduate  of  the  Bristol 
High  School,  1914,  joined  the  library  staff  last  January. 
She  works  full  time.  Miss  Peck  worked  about  two- 
thirds  time  and  Miss  Darrow  about  one-third  time. 

Miss  Downs  and  Miss  King  were  given  a leave  of 
absence  this  summer  to  attend  the  library  course  of  the 
Connecticut  Summer  Training  School  at  Storrs  College. 

During  the  year  the  librarian  gave  a series  of  talks 
to  the  freshmen  at  the  High  School  on  the  physical 
make  up  of  books,  their  classification,  arrangement, 
and  on  the  use  of  the  public  library,  catalogueing  in  a 
public  library  and  on  the  use  of  reference  books  and 
material. 

Last  winter  a book  as  a reward  was  offered  to  any 
child  who  would  read  twenty  books  of  which  at  least  ten 
should  not  be  stories,  from  certain  prescribed  lists  and 
submit  a synopsis  of  each  book  as  read.  Credits  were 
given  on  a bulletin  in  the  children’s  room.  Twenty 
children  received  credit  and  the  following  received 
rewards:  Carl  Boger,  Edward  Bancroft,  Margaret 

Brennan,  Ella  Poulson,  Jennie  Paro,  Mildred  Howe, 
Olive  Potter.  The  same  offer  is  made  for  the  coming 
year  and  credits  received  last  year  will  count  on  the 
new  year.  Below  is  reproduced,  as  written,  a sketch 
of  Evaleen  Stein’s  “Gabriel  and  the  hour  book”  sub- 
mitted by  a seventh  grade  girl  about  thirteen  years  old. 

GABRIEL  AND  THE  HOUR  BOOK,  By  Evaleen  Stein 

Gabriel  Viand,  a peasant  boy  was  a colour  grinder.  He  ground 
the  colour  and  gilt  for  Brother  Stephen  of  the  Abbey  who  was 
making  an  hour  book  for  King  Louis  XII  to  give  to  Lady  Anne  who 
he  was  to  marry. 

One  day  Gabriel  came  to  the  Abbey  looking  very  sad  because 
Count  Pierre  (who  owned  their  land  and  who  his  father  worked  for) 
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said  every  peasant  who  lived  on  any  of  his  land  must  pay  a tax. 
Gabriel’s  father  could  not  pay  this  tax  so  the  Count  had  him  put  in 
prison  and  took  some  of  the  sheep  away. 

After  the  hour  book  was  finished  Brother  Stephen  put  a prayer 
in  the  back  of  the  book  as  was  the  custom.  Gabriel  saw  this  and  (as 
Brother  Stephen  ha$  taught  him  to  write)  Gabriel  wrote  a prayer  and 
put  it  in  the  book.  He  asked  in  the  prayer  to  have  his  father  back. 

When  Lady  Anne  read  the  prayer  she  had  King  Louis  order 
that  Gabriel’s  father  be  released  from  prison  and  the  sheep  given 
back  and  they  were.  She  also  had  given  them  warm  clothing  and 
many  good  things  to  eat. 

During-  the  winter  and  early  spring,  Miss  Dailey, 
children’s  -librarian,  gave  a story  hour  Saturday  morn- 
ings in  the  Men’s  Room  in  the  basement,  for  children 
of  the  intermediate  grades.  An  appreciative  group  of 
children  listened  intently  on  fourteen  Saturday  morn- 
ings during  the  season.  The  average  attendance  was 
over  42.  Admission  was  by  ticket,  and  many  more 
would  have  attended  if  it  had  been  practicable  to  admit 
them.  The  stories  told  were  mostly  of  Greek  myth- 
ology, with  special  stories  suitable  to  the  holidays  as 
they  occurred. 

The  various  and  diversified  activities  of  the  Library 
have  been  much  as  usual.  References  have  been 
looked  up  for  teachers,  pupils,  and  members  of  reading 
clubs;  special  lists  of  books  and  magazine  articles  on 
various  subjects  have  been  prepared  and  printed;  li- 
brary notes,  principally  of  new  books  have  appeared  in 
nearly  every  issue  of  the  Bristol  Press;  a host  of 
questions  for  information  have  been  answered  at  the 
Library  and  over  the  telephone.  In  fact,  the  part  that 
the  Library  plays  in  the  life  of  the  community  has 
become  such  a matter  of  course  that  it  is  not  fully 
realized  although  I would  not  imply  that  it  is  not 
appreciated. 

Mr.  Ranck,  Librarian  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Public 
Library,  in  his  last  report  has  this  paragraph  which 
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brings  out  the  unrealized  use  and  place  of  the  Library. 

“The  normal  work  of  a public  library  makes  little 
stir  in  the  community,  for  everybody  takes  it  more  or 
less  as  a matter  of  course.  This  fact  was  demonstrated 
during  the  week  of  the  automobile  show,  when  the 
papers  were  full  of  that  show,  and  everybody  was  talk- 
ing about  the  large  attendance,  etc.  During  the  six 
days  in  which  that  show  was  open  the  number  of 
people  who  came  to  the  library  for  service  was  about 
the  same  as  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  show,  although 
nobody  said  anything  about  it,  or  thought  about  it. 
The  appeal  of  the  Library  is  a silent  one — an  appeal 
to  the  mind,  but  of  no  less  importance  because  of  its 
silence,  for  books  are  in  the  habit  of  stirring  thoughts, 
and  it  often  happens  that  these  thoughts  become 
things.” 

FINANCE. 

The  receipts  at  the  Library  during  the  year  were 
as  follows: 


Fines  for  over-due  books: 


Adult  department $385.73 

Children’s  room 19.67 

Forestville  branch 31.47 


Rental  of  Library  Hall. 
Non-resident  borrowers 

Periodicals  sold 

Old  papers  sold 

Reserving  books 

Lost  cards  replaced 

Books  lost  or  damaged. 

Desk  sold 

Books  sold 

Catalogue  sold 

Miscellaneous 


$436.87 

17.00 
5.25 

12.30 

13.35 

14.55 

1.30 

3.50 

10.00 
2.00 

.25 

2.40 


$518.77 

The  total  is  $89.14  more  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
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A general  statement  of  the  Library  Account  for 
the  year  is  as  follows: 

Balance  Sept.  1,  1915 $15.72 

Receipts  of  the  Year 


City  appropriation $6,000.00 

Income  of  City  Library  Fund,  transferred  to  City 

Treasurer .v 2,385.00 

Receipts  at  Library 518.77 

Bristol  Trust  Company,  interest  on  bank  balances  .33 

$8,904.10 

$8,919.82 

Library  orders  drawn  during  the  year 8,897.59 

Balance,  Sept.  1,  1916 22.23 

A detailed  report  of  the  “City  of  Bristol,  Conn., 


Library  Fund”  principal  and  interest  accounts,  and  a 
classified  list  of  the  library  orders  drawn  are  appended 
to  this  report. 

$2,931.06  was  received  of  Noble  E.  Pierce,  trustee 
of  estate  of  Mary  P.  Root,  and  added  to  the  principal 
of  the  Library  Fund.  The  market  value  of  the  fund 
August  1st  was  $3,888.31  more  than  a year  before. 
The  increase  not  accounted  for  above  was  due  to  ap- 
preciation in  value  of  stocks.  The  net  income  was 
$363.67  more  than  the  previous  year. 

The  total  of  library  orders  drawn  was  $78.74  more 
than  during  1914-T5.  The  following  accounts  increased 
the  amounts  given:  Librarian  $80.41;  books  purchased, 
$333.57;  Rebinding  and  repairing  books,  $17.35;  Heat, 
$107.22;  Light,  $1.05;  Men’s  reading  room,  $5.79.  The 
accounts  which  decreased  were: — New  binding,  $23.57 
Periodicals,  $5.27;  Printing  and  stationery,  $79.35; 
Care  and  up-keep  of  property,  $41.15;  Lectures,  $2.58; 
Miscellaneous,  $315.73.  The  principal  items  classed 
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as  ‘ ‘Miscellaneous”  were  Insurance  on  building,  $218.75; 
Shrubs  for  lawn,  $76.00;  Covering  steam  pipes  in  the 
basement,  $35.00. 

The  cost  of  administration  is  bound  to  grow  with 
the  increase  in  the  size  of  the  collection  of  books  and 
of  the  circulation  of  them,  but  the  local  cost  is  decided- 
ly less  than  in  the  average  library  of  the  size  of  ours. 
As  to  the  value  of  a public  library  to  a community  and 
the  relative  cost  of  the  same,  the  following  from  a 
recent  report  of  the  North  Adams  Public  Library  is  of 
interest. 

‘‘Our  schools,  after  all,  lay  only  the  foundations  of 
knowledge.  The  superstructure,  for  the  very  few,  is 
built  by  aid  of  college  and  university.  But  for  the  vast 
majority  of  those  who  go  out  from  our  public  schools 
the  public  library  is  the  chief  contributor  toward  such 
superstructure,  if  any  be  built.  This  being  the  case, 
the  sum  spent  on  the  superstructure  sometimes  seems 
disproportionately  small  as  compared  with  that  spent 
on  the  foundation.  Of  course  it  will  be  said  that  many 
other  agencies — a man’s  work,  his  club  or  society,  his 
church,  the  daily  press — help  round  out  his  further 
education;  but  do  not  all  these  depend  more  or  less  on 
the  library?  They  certainly  do  here  in  North  Adams. 
Yet  our  annual  expenditure  for  the  public  library  bears 
the  ratio  to  that  for  schools  of  one  to  fourteen.” 

In  Bristol  the  ratio  of  money  from  taxation  for  the 
library  and  for  the  schools  is  that  of  one  to  sixteen. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Charles  L.  Wooding. 


Classified  List  of  Library  Orders 


Librarian  and  Assistants — 

C.  L.  Wooding $1,800  00 

E.  Jennie  Peck 347  25 

Annie  W.  Darrow 66  88 

May  W.  Dailey 415  35 

Elizabeth  R.  King 569  46 

Gertrude  M.  Kelsey 561  59 

Edna  M.  Downs 198  84 

$3,959  37 

Purchase  of  Books: — 

Brown  & Thomson 586  66 

Baker  & Taylor  Co  373  44 

Sherwood  Co 178  13 

Carol  Cox  Book  Co 177  51 

Arthur  R.  Womrath. . . 100  90 

H.  R.  Huntting  Co 81  09 

John  R.  Anderson  Co 59  39 

Helen  R.  Marvin 54  25 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 44  57 

R.  S.  Anderson  & Co 33  20 

Charles  W.  Clark  Co 29  03 

Leary,  Stuart  & Co 25  62 

John  Wanamaker 19  91 

G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons 19  40 

Gimbel  Bros 18  60 

Schoenhof  Book  Co 17  00 

Connecticut  Public  Library  Committee 16  45 

Standard  Book  Co 16  16 

Union  Library  Assn 15  51 

DeWolfe  & Fiske  Co 13  76 

Rorer  Book  Store 12  25 

C.  Gerhardt  & Co 11  10 

Noble  & Noble 10  55 

New  Britian  Institute 8 80 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders— 

Purchase  of  Books — Continued. 

Henry  Malkan  8 75 

New  York  Society  Library 8 66 

R.  R.  Bowker  Co. . . 8 00 

Park  Book  Shop 7 15 

Artemus  Ward 7 00 

National  Educational  Ass’n 6 00 

Longmans,  Green  & Co 5 85 

Himebaugh  - Browne 5 17 

American  Academy  of  Political  & Social 

Science 5 00 

Dodd,  Mead  & Co 4 05 

Charles  Scribner’s  Sons 3 60 

Charles  E.  Lauriat  Co 3 43 

Thomas  Nelson  & Sons 3 00 

Connecticut  Historical  Society.. 3 00 

Thoms  & Eron 3 00 

McDevitte-Wilson 2 88 

Hazlett  & Walker 2 82 

Elm  Tree  Press 2 25 

Doubleday,  Page  & Co 1 65 

Willard  Co 1 58 

Oliver  Ditson  Co 1 50 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 1 16 

Isaac  Mendoza  Book  Co 1 08 

Commonwealth  Press 1 00 

Theo.  Audel  & Co 90 

Florence  B.  Parker 90 

B.  O.  Barnard 75 

C.  A.  Prosser 75 

Minor  cash  payments 32  16 

$2056  32 

Binding  Unbound  Books  and  Periodicals: — 

Robert  Brooks 33  65 

Transportation  of  books 1 26 

34  91 

Rebinding  and  Repairing  of  books: — 

Robert  Brooks 194  96 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  recasing  and  repairing 81  96 

Gaylord  Bros,  supplies 42  80 

F.  J.  Barnard  & Co.,  supplies 11  00 

G.  H.  Elton  Co.,  supplies 2 40 

Transportation  of  books 2 37 


335  49 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders— Continued. 


Periodicals: — 

B.  O.  Barnard 156  95 

Linsley  Bros.  & Co 27  00 

Hartford  Courant 14  00 

Bristol  Press  Publishing  Co 12  50 

Hartford  Times 12  00 

Independent 10  00 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 10  00 

Unpopular  Review  Co 6 00 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 4 00 

James  L.  Murray 3 35 

University  of  Chicago  Press 2 70 

Dial  Co 2 00 

Library  Bureau ...  2 00 

Pan-American  Union 2 00 

Minor  cash  items 70 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage:  — 

Bristol  Press  Publishing  Co 131  84 

American  Paper  Goods  Co 12  50 

R.  R.  Bowker  Co 10  00 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 2 00 

B.  O.  Barnard 1 95 

Minor  cash  payments 8 35 

Heat: — 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  steam  379  49 

Strunz  Coal  Co. , wood 32  00 

Wm.  H.  Rowe,  wood 7 50 


Light: — 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  electricity 238  22 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  gas 144  13 

Care  and  upkeep  of  property — repairs  and  supplies: — 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  janitor,  salary. . . . $420  00 
Cash  paid: — 

Labor $11  65 

Supplies 7 07 

18  72 

438  72 

City  sprinkling  tax 19  39 

J.  M.  White  Co 12  60 

Orient  Spray  Co. , floor  oil  9 49 

Bristol  Water  Dept 8 60 

John  Riggs 8 11 


265  20 


166  64 


418  99 


382  35 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders— 

Care  and  upkeep  of  property — repairs  and  supplies — Continued. 

Ray  C.  Arnold 5 18 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son 5 00 

C.  Funck  & Son 4 95 

Bristol  Hardware  Co 4 50 

G.  F.  Thomas,  supplies  for  vacuum  cleaner..  -4  05 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  light  fixtures 3 92 

F.  A.  Schaffer  Co 2 95 

A.  F.  Lincoln 2 05 

W.  P.  Birdy 1 75 

B.  H.  Curtiss,  loam 1 00 

Goodsell  Bros.,  salt  for  walks 90 

R.  L.  Hinckley,  electrical  repairs 70 

Minor  cash  items 4 96 

538  82 

Men’s  Reading  Room: — 

Arthur  E.  Ingram,  attendant 181  75 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  attendant 5 50 

B.  O.  Barnard,  periodicals 30  00 

James  L.  Murray,  periodicals 1 75 

219  00 

Lectures: — 

G.  F.  Thomas,  services  at  stereopticon 15  00 

Rental  of  lectures 14  50 

Officer 13  00 

Express  on  slides 9 93 

Carbons  for  lantern 2 00 

54  43 

Miscellaneous: — 

M.  L.  Peck  & Son,  insurance  on  building 218  75 

Paul  M.  Hubbard  & Co  , shrubs  for  lawn.. . . 76  00 

F.  A.  Shaffer  Co.,  covering  steam  pipes.  ...  35  00 

S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co 27  77 

E.  P.  Dutton  & Co  , “Holy  Grail’’  pictures..  22  14 

S.‘ A.  Weldon  & Son,  fire  extinguishers 13  50 

John  Riggs,  cases  for  transportation  of  books  12  55 

F.  A.  Hubbell,  transportation  of  books  to 

school 12  50 

Columbus  Day  decorations 5 00 

Library  Bureau,  card  trays  . . ■ 3 80 

B.  O.  Barnard,  supplies 3 40 

Gaylord  Bros.,  magazine  binders 3 15 

R.  W.  Ford  & Co.,  rubber  stamps 2 95 

Forbes  Stamp  Co.,  rubber  stamps 2 30 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Miscellaneous — Continued. 

Universal  Binder,  magazine  binders 2 10 

G.  A.  Cadwell,  pencils 1 57 

C.  B.  Dolge  Co.,  liquid  soap 1 50 

Supt.  of  Documents,  charts:  illustrative  of 

food  materials,  etc 1 00 

Library  Bureau,  daters 75 

Minor  cash  payments 20  34 

466  07 


$8897  59 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn*,  Library  Fund 

(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 

Report  of  C*  L*  Wooding,  Agent* 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  FUND  AUGUST  1,  1916 


Shares 

Name  of  Company 

Market  Value 

Par  Value 

50 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co 

....$  3,850  00 

$ 5,000  00 

1 

Bristol  Trust  Co 

160  00 

100  00 

14 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co 

630  00 

14  00 

7 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  (preferred) . . . 

626  00 

7 00 

100 

Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  R.  R. 

Co. 

(preferred)  

10,000  00 

50 

N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  Railroad  Co 

2,968  75 

5,000  00 

500 

Nipissing  Mining  Co 

3,375  00 

2,500  00 

50 

North  Butte  Mining  Co 

1,050  00 

750  00 

67 

United  Fruit  Co 

. . .10,552  50 

6,700  00 

13 

U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co. 

(preserred)  

653  25 

650  00 

. 

$24,990  50 

$30,721  00 

BONDS,  INVENTORIED  AT  COST 

$4,000  American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Co. 

col.  trust  4’s  1929 $ 

1.000  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.’s  gold  5’s.. 

4.000  Connecticut  River  Co.  6’s  1934 

2.000  Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.  5’s  1957. 

2.000  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.  5’s  1966.. 

1.000  New  York  Central  Railway  Co.  Equipment 

4i’s  1927 

1.000  Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  1st  mortgage  5’s 

1951 

2.000  Terminal  Assn,  of  St.  Louis  5’s  1944 

BANK  DEPOSITS 

Bristol  Savings  Bank 

Bristol  Trust  Co 

42,325  67  47,591  30 


3,532 

50 

$ 3,000 

00 

988 

75 

1,000 

00 

4,200 

00 

4,000 

00 

1,800 

00 

2,000 

00 

1,990 

00 

2,000 

00 

933 

89 

1,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

2,020 

00 

2,000 

00 

689 

78 

6<u9 

78 

180 

25 

180 

25 
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INCOME  ACCOUNT,  AUGUST  1,  1915  TO  AUGUST  1,  1916 

American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.  4 percent. 

bond  interest . . $160  00 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  5 per  cent  dividend 

on  stock 250  00 

Boston  Elevated  Railwav  Co.,  5 per  cent  bond  in- 
terest   50  00 

Bristol  Savings  Bank  4 per  cent,  interest 31  46 

Bristol  Trust  Co.  8 per  cent  dividend  on  stock 8 00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.  4 per  cent  on  savings  deposits 9 02 

Bristol  Trust  Co.  2 per  cent  on  daily  balance 6 68 

Connecticut  River  Co.  6 per  cent,  bond  interest. . . . 240  00 

Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.,  5 per  cent,  bond 

interest 100  00 

Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.  per  cent,  bond 

interest  (6  months) 50  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  250  per  cent,  dividend  on 

common  stock 35  00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  600  per  cent,  dividend  on 

preferred  stock 42  00 

N.  E.  Pierce,  Trustee,  estate  of  Mary  P.  Root, 

accrued  income 151  25 

Nipissing  Mines  Co.,  20  per  cent,  dividend  on  stock  500  00 

North  Butte  Mining  Co.  45  per  cent,  dividend 112  50 

New  York  Central  Equipment  Bond,  4|  per  cent,  in- 
terest  45  00 

Syracuse  Lighting  Co.,  5 per  cent,  bond  interest. . . 50  00 

Terminal  Assn,  of  St.  Louis,  5 per  cent,  bond  in- 
terest  100  00 

United  Fruit  Co.,  8 per  cent,  dividend  on  stock 536  00 

U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co.,  7 per  cent. 

dividend 45  48 


2522  39 
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DISBURSEMENTS 


C.  L.  Wooding,  agent,  salary $100  00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  rental  of  safe  deposit  box. . 2 50 

Internal  Revenue  tax  on  registration  with  pro- 
tective committee  of  M.  K.  & T.  Stock..  4 00 

Accrued  interest:  American  Telephone 


& Telegraph  Co.  bond $14  33 

Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co. 

bond 3 06 

17  39 

123  89 


Net  income $2398  50 

Transferred  to  City  Treasurer  for  Library  Fund 2385  00 

13  50 

Balance  of  income  on  hand,  August  1,  1915  5 77 

Amount  of  income  on  hand,  August  1,  1916  19  27 


We  have  audited  the  above  accounts:  general 

library  account  and  the  accounts  of  “The  City  of 
Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund,”  principal  and  income, 
and  find  them  correct. 

W.  E.  WlGHTMAN, 

W.  L.  Crouch, 

City  Auditors. 


Bristol,  August  18,  1916. 


PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNTS 


RECEIPTS 

Oct.  20,  1915  N.  E.  Pierce,  trustee  estate  of 

Mary  P.  Root §1,200  00 

Jan.  4,  1916  N.  E.  Pierce,  trustee  estate  of 

Mary  P.  Root 1,350  00 

Feb.  10,  1916  United  Fruit  Co.  “rights  sold”. . . 381  06 

§2931  06 

WITHDRAWN  FOR  INVESTMENT 

Jan.  12,  1916  Bristol  Savings  Bank  500  00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.  savings  dept.. . . 140  00 

640  00 

3571  06 

INVESTMENTS  MADE 

Nov.  10,  1915  §1,000  American  Telephone  & Tel- 
egraph Co.  col.  trust  4’s  1929. ..  903  75 

Jan.  3,  1916  Bristol  Trust  savings  dept 296  25 

Jan.  12,  1916  §2,000  Interborough  Rapid  Transit 

Co.  1st  and  ref.  5’s 1990  00 

Feb.  10,  1916  Bristol  Savings  Bank 381  06 


3571  06 


Adopted  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Library  Directors  to  the  city,  at  a meeting  duly  warned 
and  held  October  7,  1916, 


Attest:  Epaphroditus  Peck, 


Secretary. 


BRISTOL  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Bristol,  Conn.  : 


I respectfully  submit  herewith  my  report  as 
Librarian  for  the  fifteen  months  ending  October  31, 

1917. 

This  report  covers  the  completion  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  since  the  establishment  of  the  Public  Library 
January  1,  1892.  It  seems  fitting  to  review  briefly  its 
history  during  the  quarter  century. 

The  following  named  persons  have  been  members 
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of  the  Board* *crf  £$i*££etor£  for  the  years  given  after  their 
names: — . **** 


Edward  6. 1892-1907.  (died) 
Epaphroditus  Peck,*  1892- 
S.  E.  Forman,  1892-94. 

James  A.  Kane,  1892-1911. 

Noble  E.  Pierce,  1892-1913. 

Chas.  S.  Treadway,  1892-1905.  (died) 
Edgar  S.  Hubbel,  1894-95. 

James  F.  Williams,  1895-98. 

William  S.  Ingraham,  1898- 
Arthur  S.  Barnes,  1905- 
William  L.  Barrett,  1907- 
Thomas  A.  Tracy,  1911- 
Mrs.  I.  Edward  Pierce,  1913- 


Mr.  Dunbar  was  president  of  the  Board  until  his 
death  in  1907.  Mr.  Ingraham  has  been  president  of 
the  Board  since  that  time.  Mr.  Peck  has  been  .secretary 
of  the  Board  since  its  organization. 


The  following  have  been  members  of  the  library 
staff:  — 


Librarians: 

T.  H.  Patterson,  1892. 

C.  L.  Wooding,  1892- 
Assistants: 

Anna  C.  Tuttle,  1892-1900.  (died) 
E.  Jennie  Peck,  1900-1916. 

Annie  W.  Darrow,  1903-1916. 


May  W.  Dailey,  1907- 
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Elizabeth  R.  King,  1912- 
Gertrude  M.  Kelsey,  ,1913  - . 

Edna  M.  Downs,  1913-19X7. 

Muriel  F.  Graves,  1917- 
Dorothy  M.  Wilcox,  1917- 

Miss  Julia  Beckwith  and  Miss  Gertrude  Pierce 
served  as  substitutes  for  a considerable  period. 

From  1892  until  December  1896  the  Library 
occupied  rooms  or  rather  a room  and  a large  closet  in 
the  Ebers  building  which  stood  where  the  city  building 
now  stands.  From  December  1896  until  August  1906 
a dwelling  house  which  stood  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  present  library  building  was  the  home  of  the 
Library.  The  present  building  was  occupied  ten  years 
ago — August  1907. 

While  the  old  building  was  being  razed  and  the 
new  building  was  being  erected,  temporary  quarters 
were  found  across  the  street  where  Andrew  Bros,  store 
now  is.  It  is  interesting  to  recall  that,  while  the 
Library  was  in  those  cramped  and  ill-adapted  quarters, 
the  circulation  was  the  largest  in  its  history  up  to  that 
time. 

In  February  1904  a branch  of  the  Public  Library 
and  a free  reading  room  was  opened  at  Forestville  by 
The  Sessions  Clock  Co. 

The  corporation  supplied  and  furnished  a building 
which  is  better  adapted  for  the  purposes  for  which  it 
is  used  than  the  housing  provided  for  many  of  the 
public  libraries  in  the  state.  Since  that  time  the  build- 
ing has  been  kept  up,  heat  and  light  furnished,  news- 
papers and  periodicals  supplied  and  an  attendant  pro- 
vided eight  hours  each  week-day  by  this  public- 
spirted  corporation. 
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The  .t^lal'. number  of'  volumes  added  to  the  Library 
during  the  first  'twenty, -five  years  of  its  history  was 
40,279.  Of  ;these  7,028 '‘have'  been  retired,  by  far  the 
larger  part  of  them,  haying.  been  worn  out.  The  total 
number  of  books  issu*ed' /or  home  reading  during  the 
twenty-five  years  was  1,348,860. 


SIZE  and  GROWTH  of  the  LIBRARY 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  July  31,  1916 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year: 


By  purchase. ...  2,804 

By  gift 147 

State  grant  94 

P'ederal  documents 22 

State  documents  . 24 

From  bindery.  . . 67 

Missing  books  recovered 19 

Volumes  withdrawn: 

Worn  out.... . 658 

Discarded 22 

Lost  and  paid  for 31 

Contagious  diseases 1 

Missing  in  last  two  inventories 88 

Lost  in  circulation 48 

Granby  Library... 100 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library  October  31,  1917 


32,160 


3,177 

35,337 


948 

34,389 


The  number  of  volumes  purchased  was  376  less 
than  the  preceding  year.  The  amount  spent  for  books 
Avas  $1,964.14 — $92.18  less  than  the  preceding  year. 

One  hundred  volumes  of  fiction,  titles  of  which 
the  Library  had  purchased  generously  to  meet  the  de- 
mand when  they  first  came  Out,  were  given  the  Granby 
Library  which  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  lost  by 
fire  its  entire  collection  of  books  not  in  circulation. 

The  volumes  worn  out  had  had  since  binding  an 
average  circulation  of  47.08. 
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The  character  and  cost  of  the  volumes  added  the 
Public  Library,  the  average  cost  per  volume,  and  the 
percentage  of  the  total  for  each  class  were  as  follows: 


By  Gift  and  Binding 

Juvenile  fiction 12 

Juvenile  non-fiction 7 

Adult  fiction 32 

Adult  non-fiction .322 


By  Purchase  Cost  Cost  Per  Volume  Per  Cent. 


467 

$ 292.26 

S .65 

15 

449 

304.89 

.68 

15 

1146 

784.17 

.68 

40 

742 

582.82 

.78 

30 

2804 

1904.14 

.70 

2,242  of  the  volumes  added  during  the  year  were 
for  adults  and  935  for  children.  The  books  for  adults 
were  classed  as  follows: — fiction,  1178;  bibliography, 
30;  philosophy,  74;  religion,  54;  sociology,  163;  philo- 
logy, 11;  natural  science,  36;  useful  arts,  128;  fine  arts, 
62;  literature,  149;  history,  160;  travel,  76;  biography, 
42;  magazines,  79.  The  books  for  children  were 
classed:  fiction,  479;  bibliography,  21;  philosophy,  1; 
religion,  14;  sociology,  106;  natural  science,  34;  useful 
arts,  33;  fine  arts,  52;  literature,  49;  history,  52;  travel, 
37;  biography,  53;  magazines,  4. 

Donors  to  the  Library  with  the  number  of  volumes 
given  by  each,  are  as  follows :- 


Mrs.  C.  I.  Allen 1 

American  Association  for  International  Conciliation.  1 

Anonymous 12 

Arthur  S.  Baines  2 

Mrs.  C.  F.  Barnes 1 

Rev.  T.  R.  Buessel  1 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Blakeslev 2 

Miss  Maria  Blakesley 2 

W.  R.  Bowes 7 

Brooklyn  Public  Library 1 

Bureau  of  Railway  News  and  Statistics 1 

Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace 3 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Carrington  . 2 

Connecticut  Temperance  Union 1 
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DON  ORS — Continued. 

A.  S.  Coolidge 1 

May  W.  Dailey (» 

Wm.  MacNeile  Dixon 12 

E.  P.  Dutton  Co 3 

General  Board  of  Religious  Education I 

George  H.  Doran  Co 1 

Doubleday,  Page  & Co 1 

Rev.  Wm.  P.  Downes I 

Fritz  von  Frantzius 1 

Hodder  & Stoughton 1 

Houghton,  Mifflin  & Co 1 

Harold  A.  Kingsbury 4 

Longmans,  Green  & Co 1 

R.  C.  McWane 1 

Missionary  Education  Movement 1 

J.  Pierpont  Morgan 3 

National  Canners’  Association ] 

National  Wholesale  Liquor  Dealers’  Association 1 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Newell 5 

Sir  Gilbert  Parker 5 

Heirs  of  Capt.  Henry  Peck  and  Kezia  Peck 20 

Everett  Pomeroy 1 

Rufus  M.  Potts  1 

Remington  Typewriter  Co 1 

Mrs.  T.  C.  Root 1 

Howard  F.  Sanford 4 

School  Library • 2 

Charles  Scribner’s  Sons 1 

Mrs  F.  B.  Scudder 2 

Specialty  Syndicate  Press 1 

Roger  Sprague 1 

Frederick  Starr 1 

State  of  New  York 1 

H.  J.  Stephenson 1 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Sterling 1 

Warren  Foundry  & Machine  Co 1 

Frank  Winchester 10 

Women’s  Society  of  Bristol  Baptist  Church • 4 

C.  L.  Wooding. ...  4 

Y ale  U ni versity 1 

147 

In  addition  to  the  above,  many  pamphlets,  library 
reports,  etc,  were  received  by  gift  and  in  exchange. 


The  following  are  among  the  important  additions 
to  the  Library  other  than  fiction: 


TITLE 


AUTHOR 


Accounting:  practice  and  theory 
Advance  of  the  English  novel 
Adventures  in  an  African  jungle 
Adventures  in  thrift 
Adventures  with  a sketch  book 
Age  of  mammals 
Air,  water  and  food 
Ambitious  woman  in  business 
American  city  government 
American  history  and  government 
American  world  politics 
Ancient  Rome  and  modern  America 
Ancient  times 

Anthology  of  magazine  verse,  1916 
Apology  for  old  maids 
The  apple 

Appreciations  of  poetry 
Architecture  of  colonial  America 
Argentina 

Around  the  clock  in  Europe 
Art 

Art  and  artists 

Art  of  story  writing 

Art  of  the  Berlin  galleries 

Art  of  the  Low  Countries 

Art  of  the  Prado 

Art  treasurers  of  Washington 

Aspects  of  infinite  mystery 

At  Plattsburg 

Attention 

Auditing:  theory  and  practice 
Autobiography  of  a super-tramp 
Backward  child 
Battle,  and  other  poems 
Battle  of  the  Somme 
Beginnings  of  Yale,  1701-1726 
Better  meals  for  less  money 
Bird  friends 

Birds  of  eastern  North  America 
Birds 

Book  of  discovery 
Book  of  forestry 


A.  L.  Dickinson 
W.  L.  Phelps 
W.  E.  Geil 
Anna  S.  Richardson 
Donald  Maxwell 
H.  F.  Osborne 
Woodman  & Norton 
Eleanor  Gilbert 
C.  A.  Beard 
W.  M.  West 
W.  E Weyl 
Guglielmo  Ferrero 
J.  H.  Breasted 
W.  S.  Braithwaite,  ed. 
H.  D.  Sedgwick 
A.  E.  Wilkinson 
Lafcadio  Hearn 
H.  D.  Eberlein 
W.  H.  Koebel 

C.  F.  Howell 
Auguste  Rodin 

Clara  E.  Clement 
Esenwein  & Chambers 

D.  C Preyer 
W.  R.  Valentiner 

C.  S.  Ricketts 
Helen  W.  Henderson 
G.  A.  Gordon 
Allen  French 
W.  B Pillsbury 
R.  H.  Montgomery 
W.  H.  Davis 
Barbara  Morgan 
W.  W.  Gibson 
Philip  Gibbs 
Edwin  Oviatt 
Mary  Green 
G.  H.  Trafton 
C.  A.  Reed 
Neltje  Blanchan 
M B.  Synge 
F F Moon 


TITLE 
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Book  of  garden  plants 
Book  of  knowledge,  20  vol. 

Book  of  thrift 
Booker  T.  Washington 
Boy  kings  and  girl  queens 
Boy  Scouts’  year  book,  1916 
Boys’  book  of  battles 
Boys’  book  of  pets 
Bulgaria 

Bullets  and  billets 

By  motor  to  the  firing  line 

Cartoons 

Character  and  temperament 

Checkered  cruise 

Cities  of  Northern  Italy,  2 v. 

Citizenship  and  government  in  Connecticut 
Club  makers  and  club  members 
Common  deseases  of  farm  animals 
Community  development 
Comparitive  free  government 
Contemporary  Belgian  literature 
Contemporary  drama  of  England 
Contemporary  drama  of  Ireland 
Continuous  bloom  in  America 
Cost  accounting 

Development  of  European  nations 
Development  of  the  drama 
Diplomacy  of  the  great  war 
Economics  of  retailing 
Education  for  efficiency 
Educational  psycholog}^ 

Effective  small  house 
Elements  of  the  great  war,  2v. 

Enjoyment  of  architecture 

Essentials  of  psychology 

Exotics  and  retrospectives 

Feeding  the  family 

Festival  plays 

Florence  Nighingale 

From  the  deep  woods  to  civilization 

Gallipoli 

Genetic  history  of  New  England  theology 
Getting  the  most  out  of  business 
God,  the  invisible  king 


AUTHOR 

S.  F.  Hamblin 

T.  D.  MacGregor 
Scott  & Stowe 
H.  E Marshall 

Eric  Wood 
W.  P.  Westell 
Frank  Fox 
Bruce  Bairnsfather 
Walter  Hale 
Louis  Raemaekers 
Joseph  J astro w 
Ralph  Stock 
Allen  & Williamson 
Douglass  & Mills 
T.  H.  S.  Escott 
H.  A Craig 
Frank  Farrington 
Macy  & Ganna  way 
Jethro  Bithell 
T H.  Dickson 
E.  A.  Boyd 
* Lucy  Shelton 
J . L.  Nicholson 
J.  H Rose 
Brander  Matthews 
Arthur  Bullard 
P.  H.  Ny strom 
E.  Davenport 
E.  L.  Thorndike 
Lillian  B Greene 
Hilaire  Belloc 
T.  F.  Hamlin 
W.  B Pillsbury 
Lafcadio  Hearn 
Mary  S.  Rose  . 

Marguerite  Merington 
Annie  Matheson 
C A.  Eastman 
John  Masefield 
F.  H.  Foster 
E.  S.  Lewis 
H.  G.  Wells 
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TITLE 

AUTHOR 

Gospel  of  good  will 

W.  deW.  Hyde 

Government  and  citizenship 

Elihu  Root 

Great  companions 

Edith  Wyatt 

Greek  and  Roman  portraits 

Anton  Hepler 

Gridiron  nights 

A.  W.  Dunn 

Group  of  Scottish  women 

Harry  Graham 

Habit-formation 

S.  H.  Rowe 

Handbook  of  New  England 

P.  E.  Sargent 

Handicraft  for  handy  girls 

Hall  & Perkins 

Handy  boy 

A.  N.  Hall 

Happy  England 

M.  B.  Huish 

Hawaii 

Katharine  F.  Gerould 

Heroes  and  heroines  of  fiction 

W.  S.  Walsh 

Heroes  of  the  great  war 

G A.  Leask 

Historical  essays  and  studies 

Lord  Acton 

History  of  Berlin,  Conn. 

Catherine  M.  North 

Home  labor-saving  devices 

Rhea  C.  Scott 

How  Belgium  saved  Europe 

Charles  Sarolea 

How  the  world  makes  its  living 

L.  G.  McPherson 

How  to  deal  with  human  nature 

Sherwin  Cody 

How  to  enjoy  pictures 

Mrs  Henry  Head 

How  to  know  the  mosses 

E.  M.  Dunham 

How  to  make  friends  with  the  birds 

N.  M.  Ladd 

How  to  run  an  automobile 

Victor  Page 

Human  factor  in  works  management 

James  Hartness 

In  Africa 

J.  T.  McCutcheon 

Indexing  and  filing 

E.  R.  Hudders 

Industrial  chemistry 

H.  K.  Benson 

Influencing  men  in  business 

W.  D.  Scott 

Inside  the  German  empire,  1916 

H.  B.  Swope 

Interpretations  of  literature,  2 v. 

Lafcadio  Hearn 

Introduction  to  economics 

H.  R.  Seager 

Irish  orators 

C.  G«  Bowers 

Isles  of  spice  and  palm 

A.  H.  Verrill 

Israel  Putnam 

Louise  R.  Hasbrouck 

Italy,  France  and  Britain  at  war 

H.  G.  Wells 

Jeanne  d’  Arc 

Mrs.  Margaret  O.  Oliphant 

Key  to  simple  cookery 

Mrs.  S.  T.  Rorer 

Land  of  deepening  shadow  (Germany) 

D.  T.  Curtin 

Last  voyage  of  the  Karluk 

Bartlett  & Hale 

Layman's  handbook  of  medicine 

R.  C.  Cabot 

League  to  enforce  peace 

Robert  Goldsmith 

Learning  process 

S.  S.  Colvin 

Letters 

Richard  Watson  Gilder 
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TITLE 

AUTHOR 

Life  and  letters  of  General  George  G.  Meade,  2 

5 v. 

Life  at  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy 

Ralph  Earle 

Little  pilgrimages  among  old  New  England  inns  Mary  C.  Crawford 

Log  of  the  Snark 

Mrs.  Jack  London 

Long  road  of  woman’s  memory 

Jane  Addams 

Manual  for  aspirants  in  U.  S.  military  service 

I.  L.  Reeves 

Marriage  cycle 

Alice  Freeman  Palmer 

Mary  Slessor  of  Calabar 

W.  P.  Livingstone 

The  Master’s  way 

C.  B.  Brown 

Melancholy  tale  of  me 

E.  H.  Sothern 

Men  of  letters 

Dixon  Scott 

Men,  women  and  ghosts 

Amy  Lowell 

Mexico 

Margaret  Coxhead 

Middle  years 

Katherine  Tynan 

Military  and  naval  America 

H.  S.  Kerrick 

The  modern  corporation 
Modern  insurance  problems 

Thomas  Conyngton 

Modern  inventions 

V.  E.  Johnson 

Modern  work  shop  hints 

Robert  Grimshaw 

More  wanderings  in  London 

E.  V.  Lucas 

Municipal  accounting 

D.  C.  Eggleston 

Music  and  life 

T.  W.  Surette 

My  reminiscenses 

Rabindranath  Tagore 

My  second  year  of  the  war 

Frederick  Palmer 

My  years  at  the  Austrian  Court 

Nellie  Ryan 

Navy  as  a fighting  machine 

B.  A.  Fiske 

New  interior:  modern  decorations  for  the  modern  home. 

Hazel  H.  Adler 

New  international  year-book,  191fi 

New  map  of  Africa 

H.  A.  Gibbons 

New  map  of  Europe,  1911-1914 

H.  A.  Gibbons 

New  poetry 

Monroe  Henderson 

New  York  City 

Fremont  Rider,  ed. 

Non-commissioned  officers’  manual 

J.  A.  Moss 

Notes  of  a son  and  brother 

Henry  James 

“O.  Henry”  biography 

C.  A.  Smith 

Obstacles  to  peace 

S.  S.  McClure 

Officers’  manual 

J.  A.  Moss 

Officer’s  notes 

R.  M.  Parker 

Old  English  china  Mrs.  Willoughby  Hodgson 

Old  seaport  towns  of  New  England 

Hildegarde  Hawthorne 

On  the  battle  front  of  engineering 

A.  R.  Bond 

One  hundred  English  folk  songs 

C.  J.  Sharp,  ed. 

One  thousand  shorter  ways  around  the  house 

Mary  S.  Croy 
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TITLE 


AUTHOR 


Our  nation  in  the  building 
Pedagogical  anthropology 
Personal  health 
Plattsburg  manual 
Plays,  fourth  series 
Plays  for  the  home 
The  potato 
Playground  book 
Poems 

Poems  and  ballads 
Poems  and  plays,  2 v. 

Poems  of  the  great  war 

Portraits  of  women 

Practical  book  of  architecture 

Practical  book  of  early  American  arts  and 

Principles  of  factory  cost  keeping 

Privates’  manual 

Problems  of  child  welfare 

Productive  bee  keeping 

Productive  feeding  of  farm  animals 

Progressivism,  and  after 

Psychology  of  efficiency 

Psychology  of  religion 

Public  health  nursing 

Raymond;  or,  Life  and  death 

Religion  in  Europe  and  the  world  crisis 

Representative  American  plays 

Representative  English  comedies,  3 v. 

Representative  English  plays 

Republican  France 

Republican  traditions  in  Europe 

Retail  selling  and  store  management 

Retrospect  of  fifty  years,  2 v 

Romance  of  fraud 

Romantic  story  of  the  Puritan  Fathers 

Russia  in  1916 

Safety 

Salt  water  poems 

Seven  splendid  sinners 

Seven  wonders  of  the  ancient  world 


Helen  Nicolay 
Maria  Montessorj 
William  Brady 
Ellis  and  Garey 
August  Strindberg 
Augusta  Stevenson 
A.  W.  Gilbert 
Harry  Sperling 
G.  K.  Chesterton 
Hermann  Hagedorn 
Percy  MacKaye 
J.  W.  Cunliffe 
Gamaliel  Bradford 
C.  M.  Price 
crafts  H.  D.  Eberlein 

E.  P.  Moxey 
J.  A.  Moss 

G.  B.  Mangold 

F.  C.  Pellett 
W.  F.  Woll 

W.  E.  Walling,  ed. 
H.  A.  Ruger 
G.  A.  Coe 
Mary  S.  Gardner 
Oliver  Lodge 
C.  E.  Osborn 
A.  H.  Quinn 
C.  M.  Gay  ley,  ed 
J.  S.  P.  Tatlock,  ed. 
E.  A.  Vizetelly 
H.  A.  L.  Fisher 
P.  H.  Ny strom 
Cardinal  Gibbons 
Tighe  Hopkins 
Mary  K.  Potter 
Stephen  Graham 
W.  H.  Tolman 
John  Masefield 
W.  R.  H.  Trowbridge 
E.  J.  Banks 


Shade  trees  in  towns  and  cities  Wm.  Solotaroff 

Short  rations.  (Germany  at  war)  • Madeleine  Z.  Doty 


Small  grains 
Social  engineering 


M . A.  Carleton 
W.  H.  Tolman 
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TITLE 

AUTHOR 

Socialism  of  today 

W.  E.  Walling,  ed. 

Society  and  prisons 

T.  M.  Osborne 

Some  aspects  of  Thackeray 

Lewis  Melville. 

South  America 

W.  H.  Koebel 

Spell  of  Belgium 

Isabel  Anderson 

Spell  of  Flanders 

E.  N.  Vose 

Spell  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 

Isabel  Anderson 

Spiritual  pilgrimage 

R.  J.  Campbell 

Stevenson  and  how  to  know  him 

R.  A.  Rice 

Story  of  France 

Mary  MacGregor 

Struggle  of  the  nations 

Gaston  Maspero 

Student  in  arms,  1st  and  2d  series 

Donald  Hankey 

Submarine  torpedo  boat 

Allen  Hoar 

A surgeon’s  log 

J.  J.  Abraham 

Thomas  a Kempis 

J.  E.  G.  DeMontmerency 

Thousand  mile  walk  to  the  Gulf 

John  Muir 

Three  plays 

Padraic  Colum 

Three  religious  leaders  of  Oxford:  John  Wycliffe, 

John  Wesley,  John  Henry  Newman 

S.  P.  Cadman 

Through  Russian  Central  Asia 

Stephen  Graham 

Tide  of  immigration 

F.  J.  Warne 

Tramping  through  Mexico 

H.  N.  Franck 

Triumph  of  the  man  who  acts 

E.  R.  Purinton 

The  unconscious;  fundamentals  of  human 

person- 

ality,  normal  and  abnormal 

Morton  Prince 

Viva  Mexico! 

C.  M.  Flandrau 

Voice  from  the  crowd 

G.  W.  Pepper 

Voyages  of  Captain  Scott 

Charles  Turley 

Wage-earning  women 

Annie  M.  MacLean 

Wanderer  in  Florence 

E.  V.  Lucas 

War  and  humanity 

J.  M.  Beck 

War  of  democracy 

Viscount  Bryce,  et  al 

War,  peace  and  the  future 

Ellen  Key 

Wayside  flowers  of  summer 

Harriet  A.  Keeler 

We  discover  the  Old  Dominion 

Louise  C.  Hale 

What  is  coming? 

H.  G.  Wells 

Why  men  fight 

Bertrand  Russell 

Wild  fruits  of  the  countryside 

F.  H.  Hulme 

Winter  journeys  in  the  South 

J.  M.  Hammond 

With  Americans  of  past  and  present 

J.  J.  Jusserand 

With  Serbia  into  exile 

Fortier  Jones 

With  the  French  flying  corps 

C.  D.  Winslow 

World  crisis  and  its  meaning 

Felix  Adler 

World  decision 

Robert  Herrick 

Writing  for  the  magazines 

J.  B.  Esenwein 

Years  of  my  youth 

W.  D.  Howells 
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The  books  retired  were  classed  as  follows — Juve- 
nile: fiction,  366;  philosophy,  1;  religion,  2;  sociology, 
59;  natural  science,  12;  useful  arts,  3;  fine  arts,  18; 
literature,  15;  history,  19;  travel,  18,  biography,  10; 
magazines,  1;  total,  524.  Adult:  fiction,  353;  bibliog- 
raphy, 7;  philosophy,  3;  religion,  1;  sociology,  7; 
natural  science,  9;  useful  arts;  11;  fine  arts,  4;  litera- 
ture, 9;  history,  12;  travel,  6;  biography,  2;  total,  424. 

The  entire  library  is  classified  as  follows: — 


Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Per  Cent. 

Prose  fiction 

,10715 

2554 

13269 

38.59 

Reference  and  bibliography 

. ..375 

34 

409 

1.19 

Philosophy  and  ethics 

23 

540 

1.57 

Religion  and  mythology. . . . 

1059 

101 

1160 

3.37 

Sociology,  political  science, 

folk-lore 

403 

2736 

7.96 

Philology 

. . .159 

159 

.46 

Natural  science  

350 

1409 

4.10 

Useful  arts  

.1911 

167 

2078 

6.04 

Fine  arts  

, . 1260 

238 

1498 

4.35 

Literature 

328 

2703 

7.86 

History 

..2048 

512 

2560 

7.45 

Travel  and  description  .... 

. . 1736 

371 

2107. 

6.13 

Biography 

..1563 

274 

1837 

5.34 

Magazines 

..1760 

164 

1924 

5.59 

28870 

5519 

34389 

100.00 

Home  Use  of  Book 

The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  for  home 
reading  (including  schools  and  other  branches)  during 
the  twelve  months  corresponding  to  the  year  covered 
by  the  last  report  was  112,710,  a gain  of  2714  or  2^ 
per  cent.  The  total  for  the  fifteen  months  was  135,707, 
a gain  of  2905  or  2 1-5  per  cent,  over  the  preceding 
fifteen  months.  During  the  fifteen  months  there  was  a 
gain  of  1204  at  the  adult  department  and  of  947  in  the 
children’s  room.  The  greatest  gain  both  in  actual  fig- 
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ures  and  in  percentage  was  at  the  Forestville  Branch, 
where  the  increase  was  1622  or  11*4  percent. 

Last  March  1359  books  were  issued  from  the 
Forestville  Branch,  234  more  than  in  January  1915, 
the  largest  month  previously  reported.  The  same 
month,  March  1917,  a new  record  was  made  for  the 
combined  circulation  from  the  main  library  and  the 
branch,  10733  books  having  been  issued,  788  more 
than  the  previous  record  made  in  March  1915. 

The  Library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books 
387  days.  The  average  daily  circulation  was:  adult 
department,  204.61;  children’s  room,  75.83;  branch, 
40.28;  total,  320.72,  2.04  more  than  1915-1916. 

Books  in  foreign  languages  were  issued  as  follows: 
French,  291;  German,  182;  Italian,  285;  Lithuanian, 
99.  Polish,  513,  Yiddish,  1.  There  was  an  increase  in 
Italian  and  Polish.  German  was  practically  the  same 
and  there  was  a loss  in  French  and  Lithuanian.  The 
total  was  13  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

In  addition  to  books  circulated,  891  mounted 
pictures  and  403  stereographs  were  issued,  principally 
to  school  teachers;  also  framed  prints  and  engravings 
were  loaned  teachers  for  their  school-room  walls. 

The  following  table  gives  the  circulation  by 
months  in  the  several  departments,  compared  with  the 
circulation  of  the  previous  year: 
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Children's 

, Total 

Main  Desk 

Room 

Branch 

Total 

1915  '16 

Increase 

Decrease 

August 

1759 

1021 

7795 

7356 

439 

September. . . . 

. . . 5077 

1379 

936 

7392 

6689 

703 

October 

...5187 

1517 

915 

7619 

8049 

430 

November 

1877 

1043 

8339 

8323 

16 

December 

. . .5083 

1840 

1094 

8017 

7332 

685 

January 

..  6115 

2228 

1203 

9546 

8659 

887 

February 

. .5676 

2191 

1138 

9005 

9189 

184 

March 

...6627 

2747 

1359 

10733 

9926 

807 

April 

...5339 

2266 

1019 

8624 

8856 

232 

May 

. . .5448 

1854 

967 

8269 

8228 

41 

June 

. . . 4890 

2172 

961 

8023 

7801 

222 

July 

...4710 

2062 

1042 

7814 

7744 

70 

64586 

23892 

12698 

101176 

98152 

3870 

846 

August 

. ..5040 

2107 

1103 

8250 

7795 

455 

September 

. . 4619 

1460 

864 

6943 

7392 

449 

October 

...4940 

1890 

926 

7756 

7619 

137 

79185 

29349 

15591 

124125 

120958 

4462 

1295 

Schools:  juvenile 

10133 

11107 

974 

Schools:  adult 

776 

504 

272 

Helping  Hand  Society 

231 

75 

156 

New  Departure  Mfg.  Co. 

394 

158 

236 

East  Bristol  Branch 

48 

48 

135707 

132802 

5174 

2269 

Net  Increase 

2905 
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The  school  circulation  of  books 

among 

children 

and  adults 

was  as  follows: 

Children 

'Adults 

District  I 

(Federal  Hill).... 

. . . 617 

District  II 

(North  Side) 

District  III 

(South  Side) 

...2,834 

District  III 

(Park  Street) . 

...  511 

District  V 

(East  Bristol)  

. .1,768 

District  VI 

(Stafford) 

. . . 363 

89 

District  VIII 

(Burlington  Avenue) 

. . 257 

193 

District  IX 

(Edgewood) 

224 

District  X 

(South  Chippens  Hill) 

. ..  116 

134 

District  XI 

(North  Chippens  Hill) 

, . . ! . 205 

136 

District  XII 

(Fall  Mountain)  

...  119 

District  XIII 

(Forestville) 

,...1,092 

(St.  Joseph’s) 

... .1,207 

10,133 

776 

The  school  circulation  of  books  for  children  by 
school  terms  was:  fall  term  5065;  winter  term  5068. 

The  middle  of  October,  1917,  a new  branch  of  the 
Library  was  opened  in  the  Rooming  House  of  the  Bris- 
tol Brass  Co.  on  Broad  Street.  The  room  is  supplied 
by  the  corporation,  which  also  provides  furniture,  heat 
and  light.  The  Library  supplies  books,  bookcases, 
and  librarian.  The  room  is  open  to  the  public  from 
6:30  to  8:30  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings  of  each 
week.  So  far  the  patronage  has  not  been  what  was 
expected.  People  other  than  employees  of  The  Bristol 
Brass  Co.  use  it  hardly  at  all,  although  it  was  provided 
for  all  living  in  that  vicinity.  It  is  too  early  to  deter- 
mine the  success  of  this  new  branch.  It  will  be  a keen 
disappointment  to  the  Library  Board  and  to  the  officers 
of  The  Bristol  Brass  Co.  if  the  patronage  does  not 
warrant  continuing  it. 
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The  entire  circulation,  classified,  was  as  follows: 


The  percentage  of  the  total  circulation  classed  as 
fiction  continued  to  decrease.  The  past  fifteen  months 
it  was  77.34,  1.32  less  than  the  year  before. 

The  following  table  shows  the  gain  or  loss  of  each 
class  as  compared  with  the  preceding  fifteen  months: 


Adult  fiction  . . 
juvenile  fiction . 
Bibliography  . . . 
Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology 

Philology 

Natural  Science 
Useful  arts 

Fine  arts 

Literature  

History 

Travel  

Biography 

Magazines 

Net  gain 


Gain 

308 

.869 

12 

.351 


21 

82 

507 

177 

555 

636 


172 


29J5 


Loss 


67 

40S 


206' 

14 


The  number  of.  persons  having  borrower’s  cards 
authorizing  them  to  draw  books  increased  67  during 
the  year.  At  the  main  library  the  three  years’  time 
limit  expired  on  1631  cards  and  1671  new  cards  were 
issued--a  gain  of  40.  At  the  Forestville  branch  the 
time  expired  on  189  cards  and  218  new  cards  were 
issued--a  gain  of  29.  Twenty  new  cards  were  issued 
at  the  East  Bristol  branch.  The  number  of  borrower’s 
cards  outstanding  October  31,  1917,  was  4460.  Of 
this  number  3940  have  been  issued  at  the  main  library, 
500  at  Forestville  and  20  at  East  Bristol. 


Binding. 


During  the  year  90  volumes  of  magazines  and 


public  documents  were  bound  for  the  first  time  and  861 
volumes  were  rebound.  The  average  circulation  her 
fore  binding  of  the  volumes  rebound  was  41.12  and  the 
average  cost  of  rebinding  was  45.98  cents.  The  aver- 
age cost  of  binding  magazines  and  public  documents 
was  57.53  cents.  During,  the  fifteen  months  2085 
volumes  have  been  re-cased  and  repaired  at  the  library 
at  an  average  cost  per  volume  for  labor  and  supplies 
of, about  7 cents. 

Library  and  Reading  Room  Hours  and  Summary 
of  the  Rules 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  Open  from  9 
a.  m.  until  9 p.  m.,  except  Sundays  and  the  following 
holidays:  Labor  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day  the  library 
and  reading  room  are  open  from  9 a.  m.  until  1 p.  m. ; 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Fast  Day,  Memorial  Day 
and  the  Fourth  of  July  the  entire  building  is  closed  all 
day.  The  reading  room  is  also  open  Sundays  from  -2 
until  6 p.  m.  from  October  1 to  June  1. 

Any  resident,  taxpayer  or  person  regularly  em- 
ployed in  Bristol  is  entitled  to  borrow  books  from  the 
library  without  charge,  when  that  person  has  signed 
the  proper  application  and  agreement  and  has  been 
identified.  Applications  of  persons  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  require  the  endorsement  of  parent,  guar- 
dian, or  some  other  responsible  person. 

Periodicals  in  the  Reading  Room 


Boston  Transcript 
Hartford  Post 
New  York  Sun 
New  York  World 


Daily  Papers. 

Bristol  Press  Hartford  Courant 

Hartford  Times  New  York  Herald 

New  York  Times  New  York  Tribune 

Springfield  Republican  Waterbury  American 

Total  12 
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American  Machinist 

Current  Events  j 

Independent 

Life 

Nation 

New  York  Times: 
book  review 
Scientific  American 
Yale  Alumni  Weekly  x 


Ambition  x 
American  Cookery 
Bookman 
Brown  Alumni  x 
Cold  x 
Delineator 
Elementary  School 
Journal 

Harper’s  Bazar 
Illustrated  World 
Ladies’  Home  Jounal 
McClure’s  Magazine 
National  Geographic 
Magazine 

Pan  American  Union 
Bulletin 
School  Review 
Sea  Power  x 
Woman’s  Home  Com- 
panion 


Weekly  Publications. 


Collier’s  Weekly 
Electrical  World 
Journal  of  Education 
Literary  Digest 
New  England  Farms  x 
Normal  Instructor 
Rural  New  Yorker 
Scientific  American 
Supplement 


Country  Gentleman 
Illustrated  London  News 
Leslie’s  Weekly 
Living  Age 
New  Republic 
Outlook 

Saturday  Evening  Post 
Survey 

Youth’s  Companion  j 

Total  25 


Monthly  Publications. 


American  Boy 
American  Magazine 
Boys’  Life  j 
Century  Magazine 
Country  Life-in  Amer- 
ica 

Etude 

Garden  Magazine 
Harper’s  Monthly 
Industrial  Manage- 
ment 
Machinery 
North  American 
Review 

Popular  Mechanics 
Review  of  Reviews 
Scientific  Monthly 
Travel 

Woodworker  x 
World’s  Work 

Other  Publications 


American  City 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Boys’  Magazine  j 
Choir  x 

Current  Opinion 
Educational  Review 
Forum 

Good  Housekeeping 
House  & Garden 
International  Studio 
Little  Folks  j 
Musical  Messenger  x 
Our  Dumb  Animals  j 
Outing 

Popular  Science  Monthly 
St.  Nicholas  j 
Scribner’s  Magazine 
U.  S.  Labor  Statistics, 
monthly  review 

Total  51 


Congressional  Record  x 
New  England  Genealogical  and 
Historical  Register:  quarterly 


Dial:  semi-monthly 
Unpopular  Review:  quarterly 
Yale  Review:  quarterly 

Total  5 


j Children’s  Room 
x Gift 


THE 

JOHN  CRERAB 

LIBRARY 


Miss  Dailey  and  a Story  Hour  Group 
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The  Men’s  Reading  and  Smoking  Room  in  the 
basement  was  open  from  6:30  to  10  o’clock  387  week 
day  evenings,  with  an  average  attendance  of  11.14, 
(1.18  more  than  in  1915-16),  and  from  2 to  6 o’clock  39 
Sunday  afternoons,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
20.51,  (1  less  than  the  last  year.)  The  comparatively 
small  use  made  of  the  Men’s  Room  led  the  Board  to 
close  it  January  1,  1918,  at  least  temporarily.  The 
room  will  be  used  by  the  local  chapter  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  for  a department  of  their  war  work. 

Miss  Edna  M.  Downs,  who  joined  the  library  staff 
in  January  1916,  resigned  last  September.  Soon  after 
she  married  Mr.  Walter  L.  Quinion  of  Bristol.  She 
was  succeeded  by  Miss  Muriel  F.  Graves.  Miss 
Dorothy  M.  Wilcox  has  been  engaged  to  assist  part- 
time,  specially  in.  the  children’s  room.  Both  young 
ladies  were  graduated  from  the  Bristol  High  School 
last  June. 

Mr.  P.  G.  Diefendorf,  who  had  been  the  janitor 
since  the  present  building  was  erected  ten  years  ago, 
died  last  March.  Mr.  C.  L.  Frisbie  is  his  successor. 

Last  season  twenty  free  stereopticon  lectures  were 
given  in  the  library  hall.  Most  of  them,  which  were 
specially  for  children  on  United  States  history,  birds, 
and  animals,  were  loaned  gratis  by  the  Connecticut 
State  Board  of  Education.  A set  of  five  lectures  on 
the  nations  at  war  was  rented  of  Underwood  & Under- 
wood. Two  were  loaned  by  The  Keystone  View  Co. 
and  two  (“Home  Canning”  and  “Fight  the  Fly”)  by 
the  International  Harvester  Co. 

On  fourteen  Saturday  mornings  during  the  winter 
Miss  Dailey,  children’s  librarian,  told  stories  to  chil- 
dren of  upper  primary  grade.  The  stories  were  fiihst 
enthusiastically  received.  The  average  attendance  was 


42  The  illustration  shows  a “story  hour”  group 
assembled  on  a Saturday  morning  last  winter,  in  the 
men’s  room  in  the  basement. 

The  principal  special  activity  of  the  Library  during 
the  period  covered  by  this  report  has  been  the  collect- 
ing of  books  and  of  money  to  buy  books  for  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  in  training  and  in  active  service.  The 
American  Library  Association  assumed  the  obligation 
to  raise  $1,000,000  for  this  object.  The  week  of  Sep- 
tember 24,  1917  was  designated  as  “War  Library 
Week.”  The  allotment  to  Bristol  was  $1,000.  The 
local  Library  Board,  after  mature  consideration,  de- 
cided, in  view  of  the  many  general  and  local  appeals 
for  cash,  that  it  was  best  to  emphasize  the  appeal  for 
books  rather  than  for  money,  and  the  Librarian  was 
authorized  to  organize  a campaign  for  this  purpose. 
The  hearty  co-operation  of  the  patriotic  ladies  who 
were  invited  to  assist  made,  what  would  have  ordinarily 
been  an  irksome  task,  a real  pleasure.  They  organized 
as  follows: — 

President,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Scudder; 

Vice-President,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Brackett; 

Treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Ingraham; 

Secretary,  Miss  Katherine  M.  Farrell. 

The  city  was  divided  into  sixteen  districts  and  was 
canvassed  by  sixteen  teams  captained  by  Mrs.  James 
T.  Case,  Mrs.  J.  T.  O’Brien,  Mrs.  Epaphroditus  Peck, 
Mrs.  F.  B.  Scudder,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Brackett,  Miss  May  W. 
Dailey,  Mrs.  H.  N.  Wilcox,.  Mrs.  C.  S.  Barnes,  Mrs. 
W.  S.  Ingraham,  Mrs.  G.  P.  Moore,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Barnes, 
Mrs.  W.  O.  Goodsell,  Mrs.  George  Moulthrop,  Miss 
Katherine  M.  Farrell,  Mrs.  I.  E.  Pierce,  and  Mrs.  J. 
F.  Tribble. 


The  response  was  extremely  satisfactory.  $250.00 
was  contributed  in  cash.  Later,  volunteers  from  all  the 
public  garages  of  the  city  and  owners  of  private  cars, 
assisted  by  school-boys,  collected  about  6,500  books  and 
more  than  as  many  periodicals  were  gathered  in. 

Prior  t6  the  date  of  this  report  6456  books  and 
approximately  6350  magazines  have  been  sorted, 
packed  and  shipped  to  the  following  destinations: — A. 
L.  A.  War  Library  at  Camp  Devens,  963  volumes; 
Knights  of  Columbus  at  Camp  Devens,  933  volumes; 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library  at  Camp  Devens,  1063  volumes; 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library  at  Fort  Hthan  Allen,  560  volumes; 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library  at  Camp  Upton,  215  volumes; 
F.  W.  Edgerton,  Librarian  of  the  Public  Library  at 
New  London,  for  military  and  naval  stations  in  that 
vicinity,  1199  volumes;  Public  Library  at  Boston,  for 
re-distribution,  1358  volumes;  the  A.  L.  A.  Despatch 
Office  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  to  be  used  on  transports  or 
to  be  sent  direct  to  France,  165  volumes,  2575  copies 
of  Saturday  Evening  Post,  2600  copies  of  Collier’s 
Weekly,  1400  copies  of  other  weekly  publications  and 
1700  copies  of  miscellaneous  monthly  magazines.  Mr. 
Edgerton  writes  that  he  has  distributed  our  books  with 
others  as  follows:  Submarine  Base,  438;  Fort  Wright, 
185;  Fort  Terry  625;  Fort  Michie,  500;  State  Pier,  210; 
Block  Island,  100;  seven  ships  sailing  from  New  Lon- 
don or  vicinity,  358. 

The  response  to  the  appeal  for  books  was  as  grati- 
fying in  the  quality  as  in  the  quantity  of  the  books 
contributed.  Many  standard  volumes  and  copies  of 
new  and  popular  fiction  were  contributed — just  such 
books  as,  having  read  themselves,  people  knew  the 
soldiers  would  like. 

The  assistance  of  the  ladies  did  not  end  with  so- 
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liciting  books.  Several  spent  days  stamping  the  books, 
pasting  in  pockets  and  writing  charging  slips;  so  that 
the  books  might  be  ready  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  soldiers  upon  their  receipt.  The  Library  Board 
voted  to  assume  as  a library  expense  the  cost  of  the 
campaign  and  of  shipping  the  books  and'  periodicals, 
all  of  which  were  sent  freight  prepaid.  This  has 
amounted  to  $42.86  to  date.  Packing  cases  have  cost 
nothing.  They  have  been  freely  given  by  The  E. 
Ingraham  Clock  Co.,  The  Wallace  Barnes  Co.,  The  C. 
J.  Root  Co.,  The  New  Departure  Mfg.  Co.,  and  Mr. 
A.  L.  Beede. 

FINANCE 


Inventory  as  rendered  The  City  Council  for  the 
annual  city  report. 


Building  site  $12,000.00 

Library  building 44,000.00 

Book  stacks  (metal) 1,500.00 

Book  cases  (wood) 500.00 

Chairs  and  tables 425.00 

Assembly  room  furniture 340.00 

Office  furniture 8°. 00 

Book  supports,  magazine  holders,  etc.  100.00 

Typewriters 30.00 

Vacuum  cleaner  100.00 

$59,075.00 

Books 17,500.00 

Museum  and  cases 3,000.00 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library 
Fund  (Mary  P.  Root  Bequest.) 

Principal  (market  value  of  securities)  36,398.67 

Income 280.05 


$79,575.00 


36,678.72 


$116,253.72 


Total 
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The  receipts  at  the  Library  were  as  follows: 

Fines  for  over-due  books 


Adult  department 

Children’s  room 

Forestville  branch 

Rental  of  Library  Hall 

....$548.25 
. . . . 39.65 
. . . . 48.04 

$635.94 

28.00 

Non-resident  borrowers 

7.00 

Periodicals  sold 

17.75 

Waste  paper  sold 

23.95 

Reserving  books  for  borrowers. . . . 

14.85 

Borrowers’  cards  replaced 

1.65 

Books  lost  or  damaged 

18.10 

Rental  of  stereopticon  lantern 

2.00 

Miscellaneous 

5.43 

$ 754. 67 

The  amount  from  fines  is  $90.00  more  than  it 
would  have  been  if  they  had  been  collected  at  the  same 
rate  as  in  1915-16.  The  total  is  $235.90  more  than  the 
receipts  of  the  twelve  months  ending  August  1,  1916, 
and  $103.89  more  than  the  preceeding  fifteen  months. 

A general  statement  of  the  Library  Account  as 
kept  by  the  City  Treasurer  is  as  follows: 

Balance,  Sept.  1,  1916 $22.23 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  YEAR 


City  appropriation $7,500.00 

Income  of  City  Library  Fund,  transferred  to  City 

Treasurer  2,994.27 

Receipts  at  Library 754.67 

$11,248.94 

11,271.17 

Library  orders  paid  during  the  year 11,231.61 


Balance,  Nov.  1,  1917 $39.56 


A detailed  report  of  the  “City  of  Bristol,  Conn., 
Library  Fund”  principal  and  interest  accounts,  and  a 


classified  list  of  the  library  orders  drawn  are  appended 
to  this  report.  The  market  value  of  the  principal  of 
the  Library  Fund  was  $5,927.00  less  on  November  1, 
1917  than  on  September  1,  1916,  partially  from  general 
market  conditions — United  Fruit  alone  being  off  $3,015. 
without  any  depreciation  in  intrinsic  value — but  princi- 
pally in  the  slump  on  railroad  stocks  of  about  $4,000.00. 
The  income  for  the  fifteen  months  is  one-third  more 
than  for  the  preceeding  twelve  months.  The  increase 
being  due  to  larger  dividends  from  some  of  the  mining 
stocks. 

The  total  amount  expended  was  about  26  per  cent, 
more  for  the  fifteen  months  than  for  the  preceeding 
year,  practically  the  same  amount  per  month.  The 
amount  spent  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  last,  was 
$41.40  more  than  the  year  before. 

Two  new  book  cases  were  procured  of  W.  E.Fogg. 
One  was  put  in  the  children's  room.  This  has  glass 
doors  and  was  secured  so  that  the  choicer  books  of  the 
of  the  children’s  collection  might  be  kept  under  lock 
and  key.  The  other  was  procured  for  the  valuable  set 
of  books  on  Oriental  Ceramic  Art,  given  the  Library 
by  Theodore  E.  Smith,  Esq.,  a detailed  mention  of 
which  was  made  in  the  report  of  1915. 

Mr.  Lacourse  made  during  the  year  two  stock  cabi- 
nets for  the  basement,  twenty  book  boxes  in  which 
books  are  taken  to  the  schools,  and  two  book  cases  for 
the  new  branch  at  East  Bristol. 

The  fairest  way  of  comparing  the  expenditures  of 
the  past  fifteen  months  with  the  same  for  the  preceding 
year  is  to  give  the  percentage  which  the  various  ac- 
counts bear  to  the  total,  for  each  period,  as  follows  : 
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1915-’ 16 

1916-’17 

Average 

Librarians 

,...44.3 

46.1 

50.0 

Books  

17.5 

19.2 

Periodicals.  

2.6 

2.0 

Binding 

. ...  4.1 

4.0 

4.8 

Stationery  and  printing 

. . 1.9 

2.2 

Heat  

4.5 

Light 

....  4.4 

4.1 

Up-keep  of  property 

....  6.1 

8.1 

Men’s  reading  room 

2.4 

Lectures 

6 

.8 

Book  campaign  for  soldiers.. 

.4 

Miscellaneous 

7.3 

100.0 

100.0 

The  last  column  above,  with  the  caption  “average,” 
is  the  percentage  of  the  total  expenditure  spent  for  the 
purposes  named  in  107  libraries,  circulation  100,000 
volumes  or  more,  tabulated  a few  years  since  by  Dr. 
Bostwick  of  the  St.  Louis  Library. 

Comparing  the  percentages  of  the  local  library, 
the  mentionable  difference  is  in  book  purchase.  Dur- 
ing the  fifteen  months  covered  by  this  report  $92.18 
less  was  spent  for  books  than  in  the  twelve  months 
preceding.  The  general  cost  of  administration  and 
maintenance  must  increase  with  the  growth  of  the  li- 
brary and  the  ever  enhancing  cost  of  material  and  sup- 
plies. The  amount  for  books  must  of  necessity  dimin- 
ish unless  the  appropriation  for  the  library  is  increased. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Charles  L.  Wooding. 


Classified  List  of  Library  Orders 


Librarian  and  Assistants: — 

C.  L.  Wooding $2,250.00 

May  W.  Dailey 600.37 

Elizabeth  R.  King 798.30 

Gertrude  M.  Kelsey 843.35 

Edna  M.  Downs 626.15 

Muriel  F.  Graves 35.95 

Dorothy  M.  Wilcox 21.70 

E.  Jennie  Peck 6.30 

Annie  W.  Darrow 2.38 

$5,184. 

Purchase  of  Books: — 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 2.14 

John  R.  Anderson  Co 94.78 

R.  S.  Anderson  Co 5.90 

Atkinson,  Mentzer  & Co 2.99 

Theo.  Audel  & Co .90 

Baker  & Taylor  Co  896.77 

B.  O.  Barnard  Co .75 

John  O.  Barrows 1.00 

R.  R.  Bowker  Co 2.24 

Brown,  Thomson  & Co 268.33 

C.  N.  Casper  Co 2.25 

Charles  W.  Clark  Co 57.38 

Helen  M.  Cowles 2.60 

Carol  Cox  Book  Co 214.34 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Purchase  of  Books — Continued. 

Cumulative  Digest  Corporation 2.00 

DeWolfe  & Fiske  Co 2.46 

Oliver  Ditson  Co 1.50 

Dodd,  Mead  & Co 4.05 

Elm  Tree  Press 3.00 

Gimbel  Bros 16.58 

H.  R.  Huntting  Co 18.18 

Industrial  Press .40 

Charles  E.  Lauriat  Co  6.10 

Leary,  Stuart  & Co. . . 2.40 

McDevitt-Wilson 1.67 

Henry  Malkan 1.00 

Helen  R.  Marvin 23.50 

Morris  Book  Shop 12.20 

National  Educational  Ass’n 4.00 

Neil  Morrow  Ladd  Co 8.40 

Thomas  Nelson  & Sons 3.00 

New  York  Society  Library  23.60 

New  York  Times  Index S.00 

Noble  & Noble.... 16.64 

Park  Book  Shop  . 1.80 

Pilgrim  Press  34.03 

G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons .80 

Rorer  Book  Store . 10.17 

Porter  E.  Sargent 1.80 

Schulte’s  Book  Store 5.45 

Sherwood  Co 11.78 

Standard  Book  Co 4.71 

Frederick  Starr .04 

W.  B.  Stewart 21.00 

Thoms  & Eron .50 

Union  Library  Ass’n 10.21 

John  Wanamaker 33.12 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 22.00 

Arthur  R.  Womratli 57.84 

Cash  items 35.86 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 

Binding  Unbound  Books  and  Periodicals: — 

Robert  Brooks 50.10 

Transportation  of  books 1.68 

51.78 

Rebinding  and  Repairing  Books: — 

Robert  Brooks,  bookbinder 242.19 

P.  G.  Diefendorf,  recasing  & repairing 43.55 

C.  L.  Frisbie  “ “ “ 40.40 

Gaylord  Bros.,  supplies 50.93 

G.  H.  Elton  Co.,  supplies 7.90 

Leon  Case,  supplies .16 

Cash  items 10.75 

395.88 

Periodicals:— 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board 2.00 

American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 

Science 5.00 

B.  O.  Barnard  Co 3.65 

R.  R.  BowkerCo 4.00 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co 14.30 

Belle  G.  Byam 150.00 

Cumulative  Digest  Corp 5.00 

Educational  Press  1.00 

Hartford  Courant 14.00 

Hartford  Times 16.00 

Independent 2.00 

Leslie-Judge  Co 10.00 

Library  Bureau 4.00 

Linsley  Bros.  & Co  31.25 

James  M array 4.68 

Pan  American  Union 2.00 

University  of  Chicago  Press 2.70 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 10.00 

Cash  items 6.90 


288.48 


Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 


Printing,  Stationery,  and  Postage: — 


B.  O.  Barnard  Co 9.55 

Bristol  Press  Publishing  Co 135.12 

Gaylord  Bros 59. 5S 

W.  A.  Hayes,  postmaster 21.24 

Library  Bureau 3.19 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co 4.10 

Cash  items 14.60 


Heat: — 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  steam 422.38 

Strunz  Coal  Co.,  wood 28.50 

Light: — 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  electricity 282.63 

B.  & P.  Tramway  Co.,  gas 177.56 


Care  of  property — repairs  and  supplies:  — 


Janitor 


P.  G.  Diefendorf $330.00 

C.  L.  Frisbie. 280.00 

J.  A.  Pond 27.00 

S.  W.  Steele,  Jr 13.00 


650.00 


Ray  C.  Arnold 21.09 

L.  M.  Case * 7.02 

Cudahy  Packing  Co 4.00 

City  sprinkling  tax  (2  years) 42.64 

George  W.  Currie 18.15 

C.  Funk  & Son 7.45 

Goodsell  Bros 1.10 

Hinckley  & Joe  ires 9.86 

Paul  M.  Hubbard 5.00 

George  J.  Lacourse .90 

D.  E.  F.  Radasch 19.60 

F.  A.  Shaffer  Co 23.65 

Geo.  Francis  Thomas 18.60, 


252.38 


500.88 


460.19 


Classified  List  of  Library  Orders— 


Care  of  Property — Repairs  and  Supplies — Continued. 


Veteran  Dust  Exterminator  Co 9.38 

Water  Commissioners 12.00 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son 9.00 

West  Disinfecting  Co 8.75 

J.  M.  White  Co 3.25 

Cash  items 39.10 

910.82 

Men’s  Reading  Room: — 

Arthur  E.  Ingram,  attendant 195.25 

Periodicals: 


Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co  £5.30 

Belle  G.  Byam 32.20 

Hartford  Times 2.00 

Linsley  Bros,  & Co 36.25 

James  L.  Murray  1.75 

77.50 

272.75 


Free  Lectures: — 

Geo.  F.  Thomas,  services  at  stereopticon  ..  17.00 

Stuart  J.  Wasley,  “ “ “ ....  3.00 

Underwood  & Underwood,  rental  of  lectures..  34.00 

Police  Officer. 16.00 

Bristol  Press  Pub.  Co.,  tickets 4.00 

Express  on  lectures 13.64 

Carbons  for  lantern .50 

88.14 

Campaign  for  Books  for  Soldiers: — 

Garrett  Printery 25.50 

Bristol  Press,  advertising 13.50 

Freight  and  cartage  3.86 


42.86 

• Miscellaneous:  — 

B.  O.  Barnard  Co.,  flag-pole $68.40 

Supplies 21.55 

89.95 


W.  L.  Barrett,  repairs  on  book-boxes  2.40 

Barrett  Bindery  Co.,  magazine  holders 13.66 

Robert  Brooks,  repairs  to  magazine  holders. . 6.85 


Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — 


Miscellaneous — Continued. 

L.  M.  Case,  supplies 1.07 

Wm.  Docen,  magazine  holders 1.84 

C.  B.  Dolge  Co.,  liquid  soap 3.50 

G.  H.  Elton  Co.,  finishing  new  book-cases...  7.70 

W.  E.  Fogg,  new  book-cases 60.00 

R.  W.  Ford,  stamps  and  pads 2.85 

C.  Funk  & Son,  picture  frames 7.25 

Gaylord  Bros.,  supplies 8 48 

F.  A.  Hubbell,  transportation  of  books  to 

schools 12.00 

R.  H.  Huntting  Co.,  mending  material .75 

Keystone  View  Co.,  stereoscopes 72.73 

Geo.  J.  Lacourse  222.86 

Library  Bureau;  catalogue  guides  $78.00 

Daters 1.55 

79.55 

E.  A.  Marks,  mending  tissue .50 

M.  L.  Peck  & Son,  insurance 126.00 

S.  N.  E.  Telephone  Co 34.71 

W.  E.  Throop,  photograph  and  plate  of 

“Story  hour” 16.25 

B.  P.  Webler,  filing  cabinet 7.00 

S.  A.  Weldon  & Son,  locks  for  binding  boxes  6.75 

Cash  items 34.10 

818.81 

11,231.61 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund 


(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 

Report  of  C.  L.  Wooding,  Agent* 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  FUND  NOVEMBER 


Shares  Name  of  Corporation  Market  Value 

50  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co 11,925.00 

1 Bristol  Trust  Co 180.00 

14  Island  Creek  Coal  Co 784.00 

7 Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  (preferred) 588.00 

100  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railroad  Co.. 

(preferred) 800.00 

50  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  Railroad  Co 1,250.00 

500  Nipissing  Mining  Co  ....  4,125.00 

50  North  Butte  Mining  Co 1,250.00 

67  United  Fruit  Co 7,537.50 

13  U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co. 

.(preferred) 624.00 

19,063.50 


1,  1917. 

Par  Value 

$ 5,000.00 
100.00 
14.00 
7.00 

10,000.00 

5,000.00 

2.500.00 

750.00 

6.700.00 

650.00 
30,721.00 


BONDS,  INVENTORIED  AT  COST 


$4,000  American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Co. 

col.  trust  4’s  1929 $3,532.50  $3,000.00 

1.000  Boston  Elevated  Railroad  Co. ’s  gold  5’s..  988.75  1,000.00 

4.000  Connecticut  River  Co.  6’s  1934 4,200.00  4,000.00 

2.000  Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.  5’s  1957.  1,800.00  2,000.00 

2.000  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.  5’s  I960..  1,990.00  2,000.00 

1.000  New  York  Central  Railway  Co.  Equipment 

4^’s  1927 933.89  1,000.00 

1.000  Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  1st  mortgage  5’s 

1951 1,000.00  1,000.00 

2.000  Terminal  Assn,  of  St.  Louis  5’s  1944 2,020.00  2,000.00 

BANK  DEPOSITS 

Bristol  Savings  Bank 689.78  689.78 

Bristol  Trust  Co 180.25  180.25 

$36,398.67  47,591.30 

INCOME  ACCOUNT,  AUGUST  1,  1916  TO  NOVEMBER  1,  1917 

American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.  4 per 

cent  bond  interest  (1  year). $160.00 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  6£  percent  dividend 

on  stock  (15  months) 325.00 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  5 per  cent  bond  in- 
terest (1  year) 50.00 

Bristol  Savings  Bank  4£  per  cent  interest  (1  year)  31.03 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  8 per  cent  dividend  on  stock 

(1  year) 8.00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  4 per  cent  on  savings  deposits 

(1  year) 9.17 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  2 per  cent  on  daily  balances 

(15  months) ...  3.50 

Connecticut  River  Co.,  6 per  cent  bond  interest 

(1  year) 240.00 

Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.,  7|  per  cent 

bond  interest  (18  months) 150.00 

Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.,  5 per  cent  bond 

interest  (1  year) 100.00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  850  per  cent  dividend  on 

common  stock  (15  months) 119.00 


Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  750  per  cent  dividend  on 

preferred  stock  (15  months)  ...  52.50 

Nipissing  Mines  Co.  40  per  cent  dividend  on 

stock  ( 1 5 months)  1 , 000. 00 

North  Butte  Mining  Co.  21 3 per  cent  dividend  on 

stock  (15  months) 162.50 

New  Yoik  Central  Equipment  4|  per  cent  bond 

interest  (1  year) 45.00 

Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  5 per  cent  bond  interest 

(1  year) 50.00 

Terminal  Ass’n  of  St.  Louis,  74  per  cent  bond  in- 
terest (18  months) .150.00 

United  Fruit  Co.  10  per  cent  dividend  on  stock 

(15  months) 670.00 

U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining-Co.  8f  per  cent 

dividend  on  stock  (15  months) 56.85 

$3,382.55 

DISBURSEM  ENTS 

C.  L.  Wooding,  agent  (15  month’s  salary) $125.00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  rental  of  safe  deposit  box 2.50 

127.50 

Net  income $3,255.05 

Transferred  to  City  Treasurer  for  Library  Fund 2,994  27 

$260.72 

Balance  of  income  on  hand,  August  1,  1916  19.27 

Amount  of  income  on  hand,  November  27,  1917  . $280.05 

We  have  audited  the  above  accounts,  general 

library  account  and  the  principal  and  income  account 

of  “The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund”  and 
find  them  correct. 

W.  L.  Crouch, 

W.  E.  Wightman, 

City  Auditors. 

Bristol,  Conn.,  December  1st,  1917. 
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OF  THE 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Bristol,  Connecticut 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING,  OCTOBER  31,  1918 

I&;  ‘ VCf" 


THE  BRISTOL  PRESS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


Report  of  the  Librarian,  adopted  as  the  annual 
report  of  the  Board  of  Library  Directors  to  the  City  at 
a meeting  duly  warned  and  held. 

Epaphroditus  Peck, 


December  7,  1918. 


Secretary 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

-OF  THE- 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Bristol,  Connecticut:- 

I respectfully  submit  herewith  my  report  as 
Librarian  for  the  year  ending-  October  31,  1918. 

SIZE  and  GROWTH  of  the  LIBRARY 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library  October  31,  1917,  34  389 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year: 


By  purchase 2,090 

By  gift 124 

State  grant  50 

Federal  documents 14 

State  documents 7 

From  bindery 79 

Missing  books  recovered 5 

2,369 


Volumes  withdrawn: 

Worn  out 476 

Discarded 23 

Lost  and  paid  for 23 

Contagious  diseases 2 

Missing  in  the  last  two  inventories 87 

Lost  in  circulation 45 

Plainville  Library  150 

Soldiers 89 


36,758 


895 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library  October  31,  1918, 


35,863 


The  number  of  volumes  purchased  was  714  less 
than  the  preceding  fifteen  months.  The  amount  spent 
for  books  was  $1, 544. 88 419.26  less  than  the  pre- 

ceding fifteen  months. 

The  character  and  cost  of  the  volumes  added  the 
Public  Library,  the  average  cost  per  volume,  and  the 
percentage  of  the  total  for  each  class  were  as  follows :- 

By  Gift  By  Cost  Per 

and  Binding  Purchase  Cost  Volume  Per  Cent 


Juvenile  fiction 39  438  $267.05  $.61  17 

Juvenile  non-fiction 7 182  102.90  .57  7 

Adult  fiction 32  892  564.81  .63  37 

Adult  non-fiction 201  578  610.12  1.06  39 


279  2090  $1544.88  .74 

The  cost  of  the  volumes  classed  as  adult  fiction 
was  $219.36  or  28$  less  than  the  preceding  fifteen 
months,  and  the  cost  of  the  adult  non-fiction  was  $27.30 
or  5$  more  the  preceding  fifteen  months. 

When  the  Plainville  Town  Building  was  burned 
the  Plainville  Library  was  seriously  damaged.  Many 
of  the  books  were  destroyed  and  others  injured  by  fire 
and  smoke.  Last  winter  150  volumes  from  our  library, 
duplicates  of  titles  of  which  the  library  had  a larger 
supply  than  the  current  need  demanded,  were  given  to 
the  Plainville  Library.  The  gift  was  very  much 
appreciated  and  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  direct- 
ors of  the  Plainville  Library. 

In  addition  to  the  books  brought  in  to  the  library 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  soldiers,  89  volumes  were  taken 
from  the  shelves  of  the  library.  These  were  popular 
titles  which  could  be  spared  without  inconvenience  to 
the  patrons  of  the  library. 

The  volumes  worn  out  had  had  since  binding  an 
average  circulation  of  49.82 


1704  of  the  volumes  added  during  the  year  were 
for  adults  and  665  for  children.  The  books  for  adults 
were  classed  as  follows:— fiction,  924;  bibliography, 
7;  philosophy,  35;  religion,  30;  sociology,  81;  philology, 
4;  natural  science,  30;  useful  arts,  107;  fine  arts,  23; 
literature,  90;  history,  218;  travel,  39;  biography,  48; 
magazines,  68.  The  books  for  children  were  classed: — 
fiction,  477;  bibliography,  0;  philosophy,  4;  religion,  4; 
sociology,  34;  natural  science,  11;  useful  arts,  13;  fine 
arts,  15;  literature,  32;  history,  31;  travel,  27;  bi- 
ography, 16;  magazines,  1. 

Donors  to  the  library,  with  the  number  of  volumes 
given  by  each,  are  as  follows: 


American  Association  for  International  Conciliation. . 1 

Anonymous  75 

E.  S.  Balch 1 

H.  H.  Bancroft 1 

Julia  I.  Briggs 2 

Emile  Carbonnel 1 

William  M.  Dixon 16 

Reuben  H.  Donnelly  Corporation 1 

George  H.  Doran  Co 2 

Rev.  William  P.  Downes 3 

James  D.  Fessenden 1 

Clarence  A.  Fisher... 1 

Charles  L.  Frisbie  3 

Guaranty  Trust  Co  of  New  York 1 

Theodore  N.  Haller  1 

E.  F.  Houghton  & Co.  : 1 

Houghton,  Mifflin  & Co 1 

Annie  M.  Johnson 1 

Moody  Bible  Institute 1 

Frederick  C.  Norton  1 

Proctor  & Gamble  Co I 

Prudential  Insurance  Co 1 

Howard  F.  Sanford 2 

W.  M.  VanNorden 1 

Dr.  F.  H.  Williams 2 


4 


In  addition  to  the  above,  many  pamphlets,  library 
reports,  etc.,  were  received  by  gift  and  in  exchange. 

The  following  are  among  the  important  additions 


to  the  Library  other  than  fiction: 

TITLE 

AUTHOR 

Adirondacks 

T.  V.  Longstreet 

Adventures  and  Life  of  Richard  Harding  Davis 

Aircraft  and  submarines 

W.  J.  Abbot 

American  adventures 

Julian  Street 

American  in  the  making 

M.  E.  Ravage 

American  Machinist  gear  book 

C.  H.  Logue 

American  women  and  the  world  war 

Ida  C.  Clarke 

Anthology  of  magazine  verse,  1917 

W.  S.  Braith waite,  ed 

Automobile  blue-book,  1918 

Beginner  in  poultry 

C.  S.  Valentine 

Below  the  cataracts 

Walter  Tyndale 

Blue  china  book 

Ada  W.  Camehl 

Book  of  Boston 

Robert  Shackelton 

Burns  and  how  to  know  him 

W.  A.  Neilson 

Cancer  problem 

W.  S.  Bainbridge 

Colonial  houses 

Mary  H.  Northend 

Cook  book 

Ida  C.  B.  Allen 

Co-operation,  the  hope  of  the  consumer 

E.  P.  Harris 

Do  we  need  a new  idea  of  God? 

E.  H.  Reeman 

Economic  development  of  modern  Europe 

F.  A.  Ogg 

Electrical  machinery 

Terrell  Croft 

English  and  American  poets 

J.  S.  Clark 

English-speaking  peoples 

G.  L.  Beer 

European  history,  1862-1914 

Holt  & Chilton 

Europe’s  fateful  hour 

Guglielmo  Ferrero 

Experimental  psychology,  2v 

C.  S.  Myers 

Field  book  of  insects 

F.  E.  Lutz 

Fighting  fleets 

R.  D.  Paine 

Florida,  the  land  of  enchantment 

N.  0.  Winter 

Food  industries 

Vulte  & Vanderbilt 

Food  products 

H.  C.  Sherman 

Forms  and  functions  of  the  American  government  T.  H.  Reed 

Fourth  gospel  in  .research  and  debate 

B.  W.  Bacon 

Fundamentals  of  naval  service 

Yates  Sterling 

Gateway  of  Scotland 

A.  G.  Bradley 

Germanism  from  within 

A.  D.  McLaren 

Handbook  of  weaves 

Delsher  & Dale 

Heart  of  the  Puritan 

E.  D.  Hanscom,  ed. 
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TITLE 

AUTHOR 

Heat  treatment  of  steel 

Eric  Oberg 

Henry  David  Thoreau 

F.  B.  Sanborn 

History  of  the  Civil  War,  1861-65 

J.  F.  Rhodes 

House  plants 

Hugh  Findlay 

How  to  study  architecture 

C.  H Caffin 

Hunting  in  the  Arctic  and  Alaska 

E.  M.  Scull 

Insect  adventures 

J.  H.  Fabre 

Introduction  to  the  study  of  minerals 

A.  F.  Rogers 

Japan  at  the  crossroads 

A.  M.  Pooley 

John  Keats 

Sidney  Colvin 

Joseph  H.  Choate 

T.  G.  Strong 

Lessons  in  cookery 

Robinson  & Hammel 

Life  and  letters  of  Edmund  Clarence  Stedman, 

2v.  G.  M.  Gould,  ed. 

Life  and  letters  of  Edward  Everett  Hale,  2v 

E.  E.  Hale,  jr.  ed 

Life  and  letters  of  John  Fiske,  2v 

J.  S.  Clarke,  ed. 

Life,  art  and  letters  of  George  Inness 

George  Inness,  jr.  ed. 

Life  of  Christ,  3v 

Berhand  Weiss 

Literary  eccentrics 

John  Fyvie 

Luke  the  physician 

J.  M.  Ramsey 

Machine  tools  and  workshop  practice 

Alfred  Parr 

Mark  Twain’s  letters,  2v 

A.  B.  Paine,  ed. 

Mechanical  engineer’s  handbook 

L.  S.  Marks 

Mediaeval  art 

Franz  Reber 

Messages  and  papers  of  the  Confederacy,  2v 

J.  D.  Richardson,  ed 

Modern  European  history 

C.  D.  Hazen 

Naturalist  of  souls 

George  Bradford 

Nature  lovers’  library,  6v 
Nelson  and  other  naval  studies 

J.  R.  Thursfield 

New  International  year-book,  1917 
New  New-Guinea 

Beatrice  Grimshaw 

Nights 

Elizabeth  R.  Pennell 

Non-technical  chats  on  iron  and  steel 

L.  W.  Spring 

Notes  of  a busy  life,  2v 

J.  B.  Foraker 

Nutritional  psysiology 

P.  G.  Stiles 

Odd  corners 

Isabel  Anderson 

On  the  threshold  of  the  unseen 

W.  F.  Barrett 

One  hundred  songs  by  ten  masters,  2v 

H.  T.  Finck,  ed. 

Origin  and  evolution  of  life 

H.  F.  Osborn 

Pictorial  photography 

P.  L.  Anderson 

Pilgrim  republic 

J.  A.  Goodwin 

Poland  of  to-day  and  yesterday 

N.  O.  Winter 

Political  and  social  history  of  modern  Europe 

C.  J.  H.  Hayes 

Power  of  will 

F.  C.  Haddock 

Practical  die  making 

F.  H.  Colvin 

TITLE 

AUTHOR 

Productive  plant  husbandry 

C.  C.  Davis 

Profit  sharing 

A.  W.  Burritt 

Putnam’s  garden  book 

Maey  S.  Croy 

Ravenna 

Edward  Hutton 

Recollections,  *_’v 

John  Morley 

Remodeled  farmhouses 

Mary  Northend 

Riverside  history  of  the  United  States,  4v 

W.  E.  Dodd,  ed. 

Robert  Masefield,  2v 

William  Winter 

Roving  and  fighting 

E.  S.  O’Reilly 

Six  major  prophets 

E.  E.  Slosson 

Sketches  in  Poland 

Frances  D.  Little 

Soul  of  the  Russian  revolution 

M.  J.  Olgin 

South  American  tour 

Annie  S.  Peck 

Speaker’s  garland,  9v 

Spell  of  Spain 

Keith  Clark 

Spell  of  Switzerland 

N.  H.  Dole 

Spices  and  how  to  know  them 

W.  M.  Gibbs 

Standard  Bible  dictionary 

M.  W.  Jacobus 

Storage  batteries  simplified 

Victor  Page 

Story  book  of  science 

Studio  yearbook  of  decorat:ve  art,  1917 

J.  H.  Fabre 

Successful  canning  and  preserving 

Ada  Powell 

Successful  farming 

F.  D.  Gardner 

Tendencies  in  modern  American  poetry 

Amy  Lowell 

These  many  years 

Brander  Matthews 

Trade  unionism  in  the  United  States 

R.  F.  Hoxie 

Tragedy  queens  of  the  Georgian  era 

John  Fyvie 

United  States  since  the  Civil  War,  v.l. 

E.  P.  Oberholtzer 

Use  your  government 

Alessa  Franc 

Vagrant  memories 

William  Winter 

Vasari  on  technique 

G.  B.  Brown,  ed. 

Victor  Hugo 

A.  F.  Davidson 

Wallet  of  time,  2v 

William  Winter 

West  Point 

R.  C.  Richardson 

Whale  hunting  with  gun  and  camera 
Who’s  who,  1918.  (English  edition) 

R.  C.  Andrews 

Why  Italy  entered  the  war,  (text  in  Italian  and  English) 

Luigi  Carnovale 

With  Scott  (to  the  South  Pole) 

Griffith  Taylor 

Wonders  of  instinct 

J.  H.  Fabre 

Your  national  parks 

E.  A.  Mills 

The  books  retired  were  classed  as  follows — juven- 
ile: fiction,  228;  philosophy,  1;  religion,  1;  sociology, 


i 

44;  natural  science,  5;  useful  arts,  4;  fine  arts,  19; 
literature,  16;  history,  15;  travel,  9;  biography,  8; 
magazines,  3;  total  353.  Adult:  fiction,  427;  bibli- 
ography, 2;  philosophy,  9;  religion,  9;  sociology,  18; 
philology,  1;  natural  science,  12;  useful  arts,  15;  fine 
arts,  6;  literature,  16;  history,  8;  travel,  11;  biography, 
8;  total,  542. 

The  entire  library  is  classified  as  follows:  — 


Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Per  Cent. 

Prose  fiction 

.11212 

2803 

14015 

39.08 

Reference  and  bibliography 

. 380 

34 

414 

1.13 

Philosophy  and  ethics 

. 543 

26 

569 

1.59 

Religion  and  mythology 

1080 

104 

1184 

3.30 

Sociology,  political  science, 
folk-lore 

393 

2789 

7.78 

Philology 

. 102 

162 

.45 

Natural  science 

. 1077 

356 

1433 

4.00 

Useful  arts 

. 2003 

176 

2179 

6.08 

Fine  arts 

. 1277 

234 

1511 

4.22 

Literature 

2449 

344 

2793 

7.79 

History 

. 2258 

528 

2786 

7.77 

Travel  and  description 

. 1764 

389 

2153 

6.00 

Biography 

. 1603 

282 

1885 

5.26 

Magazines 

. 1828 

162 

1990 

5.55 

30032 

5831 

35863 

100.00 

The  following-  table  gives  the  circulation  by  months  in  the  several  departments, 
pared  with  the  circulation  of  the  previous  year: 
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The  decrease  of  1691,  or  lj^#,  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  twelve  months,  was  principally  due  to 
the  lessened  use  made  of  the  books  in  the  schools. 
Doubtless  this  was  because  the  minds  of  teachers  and 
pupils  were  centered  on  the  sale  of  thrift  stamps  and 
other  war  activities'.  The  circulation  from  the  child- 
ren’s room  at  the  library  increased  2447,  or  nearly  10#; 
from  the  adult  department  1080,  or  1%#;  from  the 
Forestville  Branch  it  decreased  1952,  or  15^#.  Con- 
sidering the  war  interests  and  activities,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  general  reading  of  books  decreased . 

The  Library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books 
306  days.  The  average  daily  circulation  was:-  adult 
department,  205.31;  children’s  room,  88.69;  Forestville 
branch,  35.19;  total,  329.19,  8.47  more  than  1916-1917. 
Ea^st  Bristol  branch  was  open  104  evenings  with  an 
average  circulation  of  10.7. 

Books  in  foreign  languages  were  issued  as  follows: 
French,  346;  German,  121;  Italian,  133;  Lithuanian, 
141;  Polish,  361.  The  total  was  268  less  the  preceding 
year. 

In  addition  to  books  circulated,  433  mounted 
pictures  and  376  stereographs  were  issued,  principally 
to  school  teachers,  also  framed  prints  and  engravings, 
were  loaned  teachers  for  their  school-room  walls. 
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The  school  circulation  of  books  among  children 
and  adults  was  as  follows: 

Children  Adults 

District  I (Federal  Hill) 779 

District  II  (North  Side) 907 

District  III  (South  Side) 1489 

District  III  (Park  Street) 681 

District  V (East  Bristol)  2758 

District  VI  (Stafford) ...  452  194 

District  VIII  (Burlington  Avenue) ...  59  33 

District  IX  (Edgewood) 129  81 

District  X (South  Chippens  Hill) 125  90 

District  XI  (North  Chippens  Hill) 55  102 

District  XII  (Fall  Mountain) 78 

District  XIII  (Forestville) 892 

St.  Joseph’s 306 

8660  500 

The  school  circulation  of  books  for  children  by- 
school  terms  was:  fall  term  4446;  winter  term  4214. 
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The  entire  circulation,  classified,  was  as  follows: 
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The  following-  table  shows  the  gain  or  loss  of  each 
class  as  compared  with  the  preceding  twelve  months: 


Gain  Loss 

Adult  fiction 1655 

Juvenile  fiction * 1546 

Bibliography 13 

Philosophy.. 275 

Religion 168 

Sociology  ...  . 901 

Philology . 33 

Natural  science 352 

Useful  arts 291 

Fine  arts ‘ 260 

Literature 672 

History 1542 

Travel 18 

Biography 252 

Magazines  Ill 

Net  loss  1691 


The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  foregoing 
table  is  the  increase  in  circulation  of  books  classed  as 
history,  due  to  interest  in  books  pertaining  to  the  great 
war. 

The  number  of  persons  having  borrower’s  cards 
authorizing  them  to  draw  books  increased  343  during 
the  year.  At  the  main  library  the  three  years’  time 
limit  expired  on  127  7 cards  and  1532  new  cards  were 
issued — a gain  of  255.  At  the  Forestville  branch  the 
time  expired  on  160  cards  and  124  new  cards  were 
issued — a loss  of  36.  One  hundred  seventeen  new 
cards  were  issued  at  the  East  Bristol  Branch.  The 
number  of  borrower’s  cards  outstanding  October  31, 
1918,  was  5296.  Of  this  number  4695  have  been 
issued  at  the  main  library,  464  at  Forestville,  and  137 
at  East  Bristol. 
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Binding 

During  the  year  119  volumes  of  magazines  and 
public  documents  were  bound  for  the  first  time  and  822 
volumes  were  rebound. 

The  average  circulation  before  binding  of  the 
volumes  rebound  was  43.87  and  the  average  cost  of 
rebinding  was  47.38  cents.  The  average  cost  of 
binding  magazines  and  public  documents  was  55. 7 cents. 
During  the  year  1654  volumes  have  been  re-cased  and 
repaired  at  the  library  at  an  average  cost  per  volume 
for  labor  and  supplies  of  about  8 cents. 

LIBRARY  and  READING  ROOM  HOURS  and 
SUMMARY  of  the  RULES 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  open  from  9 
a.  m.  until  9 p.  m.,  except  Sundays  and  the  following 
holidays:  Labor  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day  the  library 
and  reading  room  are  open  from  9 a.  m.  until  1 p.  m. ; 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Fast  Day,  Memorial  Day 
and  the  Fourth  of  July  the  entire  building  is  closed 
all  day.  The  reading  room  is  also  open  Sundays  from 
2 to  6 p.  m.  from  October  1 to  June  1. 

An)^  resident,  taxpayer,  or  person  regularly  em- 
ployed in  Bristol  is  entitled  to  borrow  books  from  the 
library  without  charge,  when  that  person  has  signed 
the  proper  application  and  agreement  and  has  been 
identified.  Applications  of  persons  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  require  the  endorsement  of  parent,  guard- 
ian, or  some  other  responsible  person. 
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PERIODICALS  in  the  READING  ROOM 


Bristol  Press 
Hartford  Times 
New  York  Tribune 
Waterbury  American 


American  Machinist 
Current  Events  j 
Journal  of  Education 
Literary  Digest 
Nation 

New  Republic 
Outlook 

Scientific  American 
Survey 


Daily  Papers 

Hartford  Courant 
New  York  Sun 
New  York  World 


Hartford  Post 
New  York  Times 
Springfield  Republican 


Weekly  Publications 


Total  10 


Collier’s  Weekly 
Illustrated  London 
News 

Leslie’s  Weekly 
New  York  Times: 
book  review 
Rural  New  Yorker 
Scientific  American 
Supplement 


Country  Gentleman 

Independent 

Life 

Living  Age 
New  York  Times: 

mid-week  pictorial 
Saturday  Evening  Post 
Youth’s  Companion 
Yale  Alumni  Weekly  x 
Total  23 


Monthly  Publications 


Ambition  x 
American  Cookery 
Bookman 
Cartoons 
Current  History 
Etude 

Garden  Magazine 
Harper’s  Monthly 
Industrial  Management 
Little  Folks  j 
Munsey’s  Magazine 
Our  Dumb  Animals  j 
Popular  Mechanics 
St.  Nicholas  j 
Sea  Power  x 
Scientific  Monthly 
Woman’s  Home  Com- 
panion 


American  Boy  j 
American  Magazine 
Boys’  Life  j 
Century  Magazine 
Delineator 
Everybody’s 
Good  Housekeeping 
House  and  Garden 
International  Studio 
McClure’s  Magazine 
National  Geo- 
graphic magazine 
Outing 

Popular  Science 
Monthly 
Travel 

Woodworker  x 
World’s  Work 

Other  Publications 


American  City 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Brown  Alumni  x 
Cosmopolitan 
Educational  Review 
Forum 

Harper’s  Bazar 
Illustrated  World 
Ladies’  Home  Journal 
Machinery 

North  American  Review 
Pan  American  Union 
Bulletin 

Review  of  Reviews 
Scribner’s  Magazine 
U.  S.  Labor  Statistics, 
monthly  review 

Total  48 


Congressional  Record  x 
New  England  Geneological  and 
Historical  Register:  quarterly 


Dial:  semi-monthly 
Unpopular  Review:  quarterly 
Yale  Review:  quarterly 

Total  5 


j Children’s  Room 
x Gift 
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FINANCE 


Inventory  as  rendered  The  City  Council  for  the 
annual  city  report: 


Building  site $12,000.00 

Library  building 44,000.00 

Book  stacks  (metal) 1,500  00 

Book  cases  (wood) 500  00 

Chairs  and  tables 425.00 

Assembly  room  furniture  340.00 

Office  furniture 80.00 

Book  supports,  magazine  holders,  etc  100.00 

Typewriters 30.00 

Vacuum  cleaner 100.00 

$59,075.00 

Books 18,500.00 

Museum  and  cases 3,000  00 

The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library 
Fund  (Mary  P.  Root  Bequest.) 

Principal  (market  value  of  securities)  41 ,016. ! 7 

Income 24.47 


$80,575  00 


41,010.64 


Total 


$121,615.64 


The  receipts  at  the  library  were  as  follows: 


Fines  for  over-due  books 


Adult  department $431.82 

Children’s  room 32.41 

Forestville  Branch 41.46 

East  Bristol  Branch 4.85 


Re  ntal  of  Library  Hall 

Non-resident  borrowers 

Periodicals  sold 

Waste  paper  sold 

Reserving  books  for  borrowers 

Borrowers’  cards  replaced 

Books  lost  or  damaged 

Miscellaneous 


$510  54 
3.00 
5.25 
5. 75 
13.44 
18.15 
1.95 
14.65 
18.20 


$590.93 
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A general  statement  of  the  Library  Account  as 
kept  by  the  City  Treasurer  is  as  follows: 


Balance,  November  30,  1917 39.66 

RECEIPTS  OF  THE  YEAR 

City  appropriation . $6,000.00 

Income  of  City  Library  Fund,  transferred  to  City 

Treasurer 2,600.00 

Receipts  at  Library. . . 590.93 

Interest _ . 2 36 

$9,193.29 

9,232.85 

Library  orders  paid  during  the  year 9,194.71 

Balance  November  1,  1918 $38.14 


A detailed  report  of  the  “City  of  Bristol,  Conn., 
Library  Fund”  principal  and  interest  accounts,  and  a 
classification  of  the  library  orders  drawn  are  appended 
to  this  report.  The  market  value  of  the  principal  of 
the  Library  Fund  was  $4617.50  more  on  November  1, 
1918,  than  on  November  1,  1917,  due  to  a general  im- 
provement in  the  stock  market.  The  income  for  the 
past  year  was  $235.26  less,  due  to  a decrease  in  divi- 
dends on  mining  stock  and  on  stock  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Co. 

The  total  amount  expended  $9194.71,  was  $2036.90 
less  than  during  the  fifteeen  months  covered  by  the 
last  report.  The  amount  spent  during  the  last  year 
was  $276.98  less  than  during  the  preceding  twelve 
months. 

The  fairest  way  of  comparing  the  expenditures  is 
to  give  the  percentage  which  the  various  accounts  bear 
to  the  total,  for  each  period,  as  follows: 
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1915-1916 

1916-1917 

1917-1918 

Librarians 

44.3 

46.1 

47. 

Books 

17.5 

16.8 

Periodicals 

3.0 

2.6 

3.6 

Binding 

4.1 

4.0 

4 9 

Stationery  and  printing 

1.9 

2.2 

1 7 

Heat 

4.8 

4.5 

5.7 

Light 

4.4 

4.1 

3.8 

Up  keep  of  property 

6.1 

8.1 

8.7 

Miscellaneous 

10.9 

7.8 

100.0 

100.0 

lOtt.O 

The  great  war  has  materialy  effected  the  library, 
as  it  has  all  forms  of  activity;  civic,  corporate  or  indi- 
vidual. Some  of  the  normal  activities  have  been  sus- 
pended or  overshadowed  by  war  interests  and  war  work. 
The  free  lecturers,  which  have  been  given  through  the 
fall  and  winter,  for  the  past  few  years,  were  not  given 
last  winter  because  of  the  fuel  shortage.  For  the  same 
reason,  the  Sunday  opening  of  the  reading  room  was 
discontinued  for  several  weeks  last  winter.  The  cir- 
culating departments  were  not  closed  during  the  “heat- 
less Mondays”,  as  was  the  case  in  many  libraries. 

Curtailments  because  of  the  war  were  more  than 
offset  by  activities  occasioned  by  it.  The  delivery  desk 
and  the  walls  of  the  delivery  room  have  been  a verit- 
able bill-board  for  posters,  proclamations,  and  appeals 
to  save  and  to  spend,  to  hoard  for  liberty  bonds,  and 
scatter  abroad  seeds  for  war  gardens.  Appeals  and  sug- 
gestions have  been  slipped  into  books  taken  by  bor- 
rowers. Special  lists  on  war-time  cookery,  thrift,  and 
what  not  have  been  printed  or  procured  and  circulated. 
Special  collections  of  books  on  “Cookery,”  “Garden- 
ing,” “Winning  the  War  at  Home,”  “Domestic  Ani- 
mals” etc.  have  been  placed  where  they  would  make  an 
appeal  to  those  at  all  interested.  Special  bulletins  have 
been  prepared  heralding  the  best  book  on  the  above 
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named  and  kindred  subjects.  The  same  have  been 
placed  in  the  Liberty  Cottage  as  well  as  in  the  library, 
and  “Old  Glory  Day”  the  library  made  the  most  of  the 
opportunity  afforded  by  its  occupancy  of  part  of  a booth 
to  show  our  townspeople  what  it  would  gladly  do  to 
help  them  to  win  the  war. 

The  last  report  included  the  account  of  the  cam- 
paign for  books  made  last  fall,  when  fully  8,000  books 
for  soldiers  and  sailors  were  collected  at  the  library,  to- 
gether with  as  many  magazines.  This  was  the  first  in- 
tensive war  campaign  waged  in  Bristol.  It  was  so  suc- 
cessful that  every  campaign  since  has  “struck  twelve.” 
Last  spring  another  campaign  for  books  was  made. 
The  result  was  not  as  spectacular  as  in  some  towns,  be- 
cause of  the  campaign  of  last  fall.  However,  1,900 
more  good  books  were  gathered  in  and  forwarded  to 
the  following  destinations: 

A.  L.  A.  Dispatch  Office,  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  1600 
volumes;  A.  L.  A.  Dispatch  Office,  Harvard  Library, 
Cambridge,  125  volumes;  A.  L.  A.  Dispatch  Office, 
Newport  News,  Va.,  275  volumes;  New  London  Pub- 
lic Library,  5 boxes  of  magazines. 

This  record,  a contribution  of  10,000  books  by  a 
population  of  20,000  is  in  keeping  with  records  Bristol 
has  made  in  all  the  war  drives. 

The  special  reading  room  for  men  was  closed  last 
fall  that  the  room  might  be  usen  for  the  surgical  dress- 
ings work  ot  the  Bristol  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross,  where  practically  every  afternoon  and  evening, 
not  excepting  Sundays  and  holidays,  the  work  of  mercy 
has  gone  on. 

The  use  of  the  room,  with  heat  and  light,  has  been 
the  principal  contribution  of  the  library  to  aid  the  war 
work  done  in  the  community.  The  story  hour  for  the 
children  had  been  given  in  this  room.  As  no  other 
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room  was  available  without  extra  heat,  the  story  hour 
was  suspended.  This  was  the  children’s  contribution 
for  the  common  end. 

Mr.  Wellman,  librarian  of  the  Spring-field  City  Li- 
brary, in  his  last  report,  speaking  of  the  various  war 
activities  of  his  library  says,  “Perhaps  the  most  funda- 
mental service  is  rendered  by  the  library  through  its 
large  collection  of  books  on  the  war.  Such  books  exert 
a powerful  influence  in  educating  public  opinion.  Cir- 
culated by  the  thousands  throughout  the  whole  com- 
munity, they  give  an  intelligent  comprehension  of  the 
issues  at  stake,  further  unity  of  thought  and  action, 
stiffen  the  determination  to  win,  and  promote  in  no 
small  measure  increased  willingness  to  bear  the  depriv- 
ations, hardships,  and  losses  necessary  for  success.” 

There  are  in  the  local  library  311  volumes  treating 
directly  of  the  war,  not  including  war  fiction  or  books 
on  military  tactics  or  military  training.  The  best  and 
the  most  popular  of  these  have  been  kept  in  open  cases 
near  the  delivery  desk.  As  a result  of  the  interest  in 
them  the  circulation  of  books  classed  “history.”  increased 
126  percent,  over  that  of  four  years  ago,  while  the  total 
circulation  inceased  but  16  percent.  On  the  other  hand, 
perhaps  the  library  best  serves  the  community  in  a 
time  of  stress  such  as  we  have  been  through,  by  the  op- 
portunity for  diversion  and  relaxation  which  it  affords. 
Again  quoting  Mr.  Wellman:  “Not  least  important  in 
these  trying  times  is  the  opportunity  the  library  affords 
far  relaxation  from  nervous  strain.  The  war  is  con- 
tinually present,  consciously  or  subconsciously,  and  the 
resulting  tension  is  depressing.  Many  a man  or  woman 
finds  in  books  which  lead  the  thoughts  into  other  fields 
the  relief  and  refreshment  that  make  for  sanity  and 
emotional  poise.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  L.  WOODING. 


Classified  List  of  Library  Orders 


Librarians: 

C.  L.  Wooding $1,800.00 

May  W.  Dailey... 472.78 

Elizabeth  R.  King 696.08 

Gertrude  M.  Kelsey. 694.39 

Muriel  F.  Graves .■ 395.34 

Dorothy  M.  Wilcox 239.93 

Mrs.  Walter  Quinion 19.08 

E.  Jennie  Peck 9.10 

$4,327.25 

Purchase  of  books 1,544.88 

Binding  unbound  books  and  periodicals 66.28 

Rebinding  and  repairing  books 389.43 

Periodicals 331.61 

Printing,  stationery,  and  postage 160.95 

Heat 517.42 

Light 349.56 

Care  of  property: 

C.  L.  Frisbie,  janitor 585  00 

Supplies 209.85 

794.85 

Men’s  Reading  Room: 

Arthur  E.  Ingram,  attendant 33.50 

Periodicals 10.03 

43.53 

East  Bristol  Branch: 

James  King,  attendant 55.80 

Transportation 3.00 

Window  sign  4.25 

63.05 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders — Continued. 


Campaign  for  Books  for  Soldiers: 

Printing 31.50 

Transportation  62.11 

Lumber  for  boxes 11.67 

Miscellaneous  Current  Expenses 

Extraordinary  Expenditures: 

Painting  exterior  woodwork  109.78 

Painting  fire  escape 14.44 

Electric  light  fixtures 44.50 

Display  cases  for  museum 84.10 

New  motor  in  vacuum  cleaner 48.38 

War  map 3.75 

Illuminated  charts  of  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence  30.00 


105  28 
165.67 


334.95 


19194.71 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn,,  Library  Fund 


(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 


Report  of  C.  L*  Wooding,  Agent 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  FUND  NOVEMBER  1,  1918 


Shares  Name  of  Corporation  Market  Value  Par  Value 

50  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co, $3,650,00  $5,000.00 

7 Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co,,  preferred  675.50  700.00 

1 Bristol  Trust  Co 180.00  100,00 

14  Island  Creek  Coal  Co 714.00  14.00 

7 Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  preferred 567.00  7.00 

100  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railroad  Co. 

preferred 1,300.00  10,000.00 

50  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & Hartford  Railroad  Co. . . 2,025.00  5,000.00 

500  Nipissing  Mining  Co 4,250.00  2,500.00 

50  North  Butte  Mining  Co 700.00  750.00 

67  United  Fruit  Co  9,715.00  6,700.00 

13  U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co., 

preferred 604.50  650.00 


$24,381.00  $31,421.00 
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BONDS  INVENTORIED  AT  COST 

$4,000  American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Co.  col. 

trust  4’s  1929 $3532.50  $4,000.00 

1.000  Boston  Elevated  Railroad  Co.’s  gold  5’s..  988  75  1,000.00 

4.000  Connecticut  River  Co.  6’s,  1934 4,200.00  4,000.00 

2.000  Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.,  5’s  1957  1,800.00  2,000.00 

2.000  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.,  5’s  1966  1,990.00  2,000.00 

1.000  New  York  Central  Railway  Co.  Equipment 

4£’s  1927 933.89  1,000.00 

1.000  Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  1st  mortgage  5’s 

1951 1,000.00  1,000.00 

2.000  Terminal  Association  of  St.  Louis  5’s  1944  2,020.00  2,000.00 

BANK  DEPOSITS 

Bristol  Savings  Bank . . 170.03  170.03 


$41,016.17  $48,591.03 

INCOME  ACCOUNT,  NOVEMBER  1,  1917  to  NOVEMBER  1,  1918 

American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Co.  4 per  cent 

bond  interest $160.00 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  fractional  dividend 

on  preferred  stock  5.57 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  5 per  cent  bond 

interest 50.00 

Bristol  Savings  Bank  4|  per  cent  interest 31.03 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  8 per  cent  dividend  on  stock.  . . "8.00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  4 per  cent  on  savings  deposits.  5.45 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  2 per  cent  on  daily  balances..  . 2.39 

Connecticut  River  Co.,  6 per  cent  bond  interest.  . 240.00 

Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.,  7£  per  cent 

bond  interest 100.00 

Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.,  5 per  cent  bond 

interest 100.00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  900  per  cent  dividend  on 

common  stock 126.00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  600  per  cent  dividend  on 

preferred  stock 42  00 

Nipissing  Mines  Co.  30  per  cent  dividend  on  stock  750.00 

North  Butte  Mining  Co.  6§  per  cent  dividend  on 

stock 50.00 

New  York  Central  Equipment  4|  per  cent  bond 

interest 45.00 

Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  5 per  cent  bond  interest  50.00 
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Terminal  Association  of  St.  Louis,  5 per  cent 


bond  interest  100.00 

United  Fruit  Co.  8 per  cent  dividend  on  stock  . . . 536.00 

U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co.  7 per  cent 

dividend  on  stock 45  48 

2446  92 

DISBURSEMENTS 

C.  L.  Wooding,  agent $100.00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  rental  of  safe  deposit  box 2.50 

102.50 

Net  income  2344.42 

Balance  of  income  on  hand,  November  27,  1917. . 280.05 


2,624.47 

Transferred  to  City  Treasurer  for  Library  Fund..  2,600.00 


Amount  of  income  on  hand,  November  1,  1918  24.47 


We  have  audited  the  above  accounts,  general 
library  account  and  the  principal  and  income  account 
of  “The  City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund”  and  find 
them  correct. 

W.  L.  Crouch, 

W.  E.  Wightman, 

City  Auditors. 

Bristol,  Conn.,  November  29,  1918. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Bristol,  Connecticut 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  OCTOBER  31,  1919 . 

£ « m . 


THE  BRISTOL  PRESS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Bristol,  Connecticut  : — 

I respectfully  submit  herewith  my  report  as 
Librarian  for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1919: 

SIZE  AND  GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  Oct.  31,  1918  35,863 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year: 

By  purchase  1,569 

By  gift  70 

State  grant 58 

Federal  documents  21 

State  documents  ...............  8 

From  bindery  60 

Missing  books  recovered 5 

' * 1,791 

37,654 

Volumes  withdrawn: 

Worn  out  539 

Discarded  14 

Lost  and  paid  for 17 

Miisising  in  last  two  inventories  ....  45 

Lost  in  circulation 82 

— j 697 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  October  31,  1919  36,957 
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The  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  library  by  purchase 
was  521  less  than  the  previous  year.  The  amount  paid  for 
books  was  $153.04  less.  The  character  and  cost  of  the  vol- 
umes added,  the  average  cost  per  volume,  and  the  percent- 
age of  the  total  for  each  class  were  as  follows : 


By  Gift 

By 

Cost  Per 

Per 

and  Binding 

Purchase 

Cost 

Volume 

Cent 

Juvenile  fiction  . . . . 

5 

379 

$213.16 

$ .56 

16 

Juvenile  non-fiction  . 

. . . . 8 

295 

115.43 

.39 

8 

Adult  fiction  

19 

599 

514.70 

.86 

37 

Adult  non-fiction  . . . . 

190 

296 

548.36 

1.85 

39 

222 

1569 

1391.84 

.89 

It  is  a remrakable  coincidence  that  the  percentages  are 
the  same  as  last  year  except  that  juvenile  fiction  is  one 
per  cent  less  and  the  juvenile  non-fiction  one  per  cent  more. 
In  addition  to  the  volumes  added  to  the  general  library,  89 
volumns  costing  $23.19  and  paid  for  from  library  funds 
were  added  to  the  special  collection  for  circulation 
through  the  schools,  making  the  total  expenditure  for 
books  $1,414.88. 

The  average  cost  of  89  cents  per  volume  was  15  cents 
more  than  the  preceding  year. 

1104  of  the  volumes  added  during  the  year  were  for 
adults  and  687  .for  children.  The  books  for  adults  were 
classed  as  follows  : — Fiction  618 ; bibliography  9 ; philosophy 
16 ; religion  11 ; sociology  77 ; philology  10 ; natural  science 
10;  useful  arts  119;  fine  arts  31;  literature  62;  history  45; 
travel  10 ; biography  33 ; and  magazines  53.  The  books  for 
children  were  classed : — Fiction  384 ; philosophy  12  ; religion 
13 ; sociology  61  ;natural  science  42 ; useful  arts  17 ; fine  arts 
10 ; literature  38 ; history  54 ; travel  35 ; biography  20 ; mag- 
azines 1. 


Donors  to  the  library,  with  the  number  of  volumes 
given  by  each,  were  as  follows : 

American  Red  Cross  1 

Anonymous  7 

Association  of  Railway  Executives  1 

E.  S.  and  E.  M.  Balch  1 

S.  E.  Baldwin  1 

Bankers’  Trust  Company 1 

William  E.  Bliss  . 1 

Carnegie  Endowment  of  International  Peace  ....  2 

Cheney  Bros 1 

Nathan  A.  Daniels  4 

Rev.  W.  P.  Downes  . 5 

Edward  G.  Dunbar  . 29 

DuPont  Co ! 1 

General  Education  Board  1 

Arthur  C.  House  1 

Frances  Merriman  j . . . 1 

Municipal  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium,  Chicago 1 

N.  Y.  State  Documents 2 

Charles  L.  Peck  1 

Epaphroditus  Peck  1 

R.  R.  Redington 1 

Russell  Sage  Foundation 1 

W.  H.  Taft,  et  al 1 

U.  S.  Coast  Guard  2 

University  of  New  York 2 


70 

The  following  are  among  the  important  additions  to  the 
library,  other  than  fiction : 

Title  Author 

A.  B.  C.  of  aviation.  V.  W.  Page 

Accounting:  theory  and  practice.  2 v.  R.  D.  Kester 

Advance  of  English  poetry.  W.  L.  Phelps 

Adventure  of  death.  R .W.  MacKenna 

Adventures  in  indigence.  Laura  S.  Porter 

Air  men  o’war.  Boyd  Cable 

Ambassador  Morganthau’s  story. 

Amenities  of  book  collecting.  A.  E.  Newton 
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Title 


Author 


America  in  France.  Frederick  Palmer 

American  boys’  book  of  signs,  signals  and  symbals.  Dan  Beard 


American  boy’s  engineering  (book. 

American  electrician’s  handbook. 

American  idyl. 

American  labor  and  the  war. 

American  Machinist  shop  note  book 
American  machinist’s  hand-book. 

American  stationary  engineering. 

“And  they  thought  we  wouldn’t  fight.” 

Anthology  of  magazine  verse  for  1918. 

Apples  of  New  York,  2 v. 

Appreciation  of  music,  v.  3. 

Architectural  drawing. 

Armenia^  the  martyr  nation. 

Asia  Minor. 

Automobile  and  gasoline  engine  cyclopedia. 

Automobile  handbook. 

Automobile  ignition,  starting  and  lighting 
Behind  the  scenes  in  the  Reichstag. 

Belgium,  2 v. 

Bolshevism. 

Burgomaster  of  Stilemonde. 

Business  of  the  home. 

Chimney-pot  papers. 

Civil  engineer’s  pocketbook. 

Clemenceau,  the  man  and  his  time. 

Commercial  letters. 

Commercial  Spanish. 

Connecticut  general  statutes:  Revision  of  1918 
Connecticut  in  transition. 

Contact  with  the  other  world. 

Contemporary  composers. 

Convention  and  revolt  in  poetry. 

Costume  design  and  illustration. 

Curing  diseases  of  the  heart  and  arteries. 

Cyclopedia  of  American  agriculture,  4 v. 

Cyclopedia  of  modern  shop  practice,  4 v. 

American  School  of  Correspondence 
Dances  of  the  people  Elizabeth  Burohenal,  ed. 

Decorative  lettering.  International  Textbook  Co. 

Digressions  of  Y.  Elihu  Vedder 

Diplomatic  background  of  the  war.  Charles  Seymour 


A .R.  Bond 
Terrell  Croft 
Cornelia  S.  Parker 
Samuel  Gompers 
E.  A.  Suverlkrop 
Stanley  and  Colvin 
W.  E.  Chane 
Floyd  Gibbons 
W.  S.  Braithwaite,  ed. 

S.  A.  Beach 
D.  G.  Mason 
C.  F.  Edminster 
M.  C.  Gabrielian 
W .A.  Hawley 
A.  L.  Dyke,  ed. 
Brokaw  and  Stare 
C.  B.  Hayward 
A.  E.  Wetterle 
Brand  Whitlock 
John  Spargo 
M.  Maeterlinck 
C.  W.  Taber 

C.  S.  Brooks 
J.  C.  Trautwine 
H.  M.  Hyndman 

Opdyke  and  Drew 
F.  C.  McHale 
, 2 v.  and  index. 
R.  J.  Purcell 
J.  H.  Hyslop 

D.  G.  Mason 
J.  L.  Dowes 

Ethel  Traphegen 
R.  iL.  Alsaker 
L.  H.  Bailey,  ed. 
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Title 


Author 


Display  in  window  lighting. 

Economical  cookery. 

Education  by  story-telling. 

Education  of  Henry  AdamiS. 

Elementary  forge  practice. 

Elements  of  electricity. 

Elements  of  plumbing. 

Engineering  drawing. 

English  literature  during  the  last  half  century. 
Essentials  of  drafting. 

Far  away  and?  long  ago. 

Field  and  study. 

Fifty  years  of  Europe. 

Fighting  the  spoilsman. 

Forgecraft. 

Gases,  gauging  and  inspection. 

Gasoline  and  kerosene  carlborators. 

George  Westinghouse. 

Germany  as  it  is  to-day. 

Golden  treasury  of  magazine  verse  for  1918.  W.  i 
Grand  fleet. 

Grand  opera  singers  of  to-day. 

Handbook  of  furniture  styles. 

Hawthorne  and  how  to  know  him. 

Highways  and  byways  of  Florida. 

History  of  land  mammals. 

History  of  the  Christian  church. 

History  of  the  Yankee  Division. 

Home  help  in  music  study. 

Homing  with  the  birdis. 

Housewifery. 

Housing  of  the  unskilled  wage  earner. 

How  to  become  a wireless  operator. 

I.  W.  W. 

Impressions  of  the  Kaiser. 

Internal  combustion  engine  manual  . 
International  Studio  year  book,  1916-1918. 
Inventions  of  the  Great  War. 

Ireland. 

Ireland  and  England. 

Iron  and  steel. 

Iron  and  steel. 

Iron  ration. 


F.  L.  Goding 
M.  H.  Neil 
Katherine  D.  Cather 

H.  R.  Harcourt 
W.  H.  Timbie 
S.  E,  Dibble 
T.  E.  French 
J.  W.  Cunliffe 
C.  L.  Svensen 
W.  H.  Hudson 
John  Burroughs 
C.  D.  Hazer. 
F.  D.  Foulke 
C.  P.  Crowe 
D.  T.  Hamilton 

V.  W.  Page 
F.  E.  Leupp 
Cyril  Brown 

Braithwaite,  ed 
Admiral  Jellicoe 
H.  C.  Lahee 

W.  A.  Dyer 
G.  E.  Woodberry 

Clifton  Johnson 
W.  B.  Scott 
Willliston  Walker 
H.  A.  Benwell 
Henrietta  Brower 
Gene  Stratton-Porter 
Li.  R.  Balderston 
E.  E.  Wood 
C.  B.  Hayward 
P.  F.  Brissendeln 
D.  J.  Hill 
F.  W.  Sterling 

A.  R.  Bond 
Frances  Hackett 
E.  R.  Turner 
H.  H.  Campbell 
Oberg  & Jones 
G.  A.  Schreiner 
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Title 


Author 


Edith  M 


James  Buchanan,  Life  of — 2 v„ 

Jobbing  work  for  the  carpenter. 

Joseph  Pulitzer. 

Josiah  Quincy,  Life  of 
Joys  of  being  a woman. 

Judging  farm  animals. 

Jungle  peace. 

Kaiiser  as  I knew  him. 

Keeping  fit  all  the  way. 

Knowing  insects  through  stories. 

Labrador  doctor. 

League  of  nations. 

Life  and  letters  of  Simeon  Baldwin. 

Little  theatre  classics. 

Livable  house. 

Luggage  of  life. 

Machine  design. 

Machine  work. 

Machinery’s  encyclopedia,  7 v. 

Making  the  small  shop  profitable. 
Management  and  feeding  of  sheep. 

Martin  Van  Buren. 

Measurement  of  intelligence. 

Measuring  the  results  of  teaching. 
Mechanisms  and  mechanical  movements. 
Mechanism  of  the  steam  engine. 

Men  of  mark  in  Connecticut,  5 v. 

Milling  and  milling  machines.  Cincinnati 
Modern  accounting. 

Modern  and  contemporary  European  history. 
Modern  carpentry,  2 v. 

Modern  methods  in  the  office. 

Modern  steam  engineering. 

Municipal  house  cleaning. 

National  progress,  1907-1917. 

New  era  of  American  poetry. 

New  International  year-lbook.  1918. 

New  tinsmith’s  helper. 

1914. 

Occupations. 

Office  administration. 

Office  management. 

On  listening  to  music. 


G.  T.  Curtis 

E.  H.  Crissell 
Alleyne  Ireland 
Edmund  Quincy 

Winifred  Kirkland 
C.  S.  Plumb 
William  Beebe 
Dr.  R.  N.  Davis 
Walter  Camp 
Floyd  Braillier 
W.  L.  Grenfell 
Phelps,  compiler 
S.  E.  Baldwin 
S.  A.  Eliot 
Aymar  Embury 
F.  W.  Boreham 
H.  D.  Hess 
R.  H.  Smith 
Oberg  & Jones,  ed. 
J.  H.  Vandeventer 
Thomas  Shaw 
George  Bancroft 
L.  M.  Terman 
W.  S.  Monroe 
F.  D.  Jones 
James  and  Dole 
N.  G.  Osborn,  ed. 
Milling  Machine  Co. 
R.  H.  Hatfield 
J.  S.  Schapiro 

F.  T.  Hodgson 
H.  J.  Barrett 
G.  D.  Hiscox 

Capes  & Carpenter 
F.  A.  Ogg 
Louis  Untermeyer 

H.  V.  Williams 
Field  Marshall  French 
Gowin  & Wheatley 
J.  W.  Schultze 
Lee  Galloway 
E.  M.  Lee 


Tide 


Author 


Originality. 

Our  humble  helpers. 

Our  poets  of  today. 

Out  of  the  shadow. 

Percolator  papers. 

Personal  efficency  in  business. 
Picturesque  New  Zealand. 

Pilgrim  in  Palestine. 

Poems,  essays  and  letters.  2 v. 
Practical  brickwork. 

Practical  mathematics. 

Practical  nursing. 

Practical  up-to-date  plumbing. 
Preventative  agencies  and  methods. 
Problems  of  reconstruction. 
Psychical  phenomena  of  the  war. 
Psychology  and  the  day’s  work. 
Psychology  for  business  efficiency. 
Punches  and  dies. 


T.  S.  Knowlson 
J.  H.  Fabre 
H.  W.  Cook 
Rose  Cohen 
Elwood  Hendrick 
E.  E.  Purington 
Paul  Gooding 
John  Finley 
Joyce  Kilmer 
P.  N.  Hasluck 
C.  I.  Palmer 
Louise  Henderson 
G.  B.  Clow 
C.  R.  Henderson 
Isaac  Lippincott 
Hereward  Carrington 
E.  J.  Swift 
G.  R.  Eastman 
F.  A.  Stanley 
Edwin  Wildman,  ed. 


Reconstructing  America. 

Reconstruction  laibor  policy.  Am.  Academy  of  Polit.  and  Soc.  Sci. 
Rehabilitation  of  wounded.  Am.  Academy  of  Polit.  and  Soc.  Sci. 
Religion  and  the  war.  E.  H.  Snaith,  ed. 


Remaking  of  a mind. 

Representative  English  comedies. 
Representative  English  dramas. 
Representative  plays  by  American  dramatists 
Rest  days. 

Resurrected  nations. 

Revolutionary  days,  1914-1917. 

Russian  school  of  painting. 

Second  Power  kink  book. 

Secrets  of  the  metallurgist  simply  told. 
Sheet-metal  work. 

Sheet-metal  work. 

Sheet-metal  worker’s  manual. 

Social  work. 

Soldiers  of  the  sea  (marines) 

Some  modern  novelists. 

Source  book  of  biological  nature  study. 
Stakes  of  the  war. 

Steam  power. 

Steel  and  its  heat  treatment. 


Henry  DeMan 
C.  M.  Gayley 
M.  J.  Moses 
M.  J.  Moses,  ed. 
Hutton  Webster 
Isaac  Levine 
Princess  Cantacuzene 
Alexandre  Benois 


G.  W.  Hinkley 
J.  S.  Dougherty 
Wm.  NeubecKer 
L.  Bromex 
D.  C.  Cabot 
W.  J.  Abbot 
H.  T.  & W.  Follett 
E.  R.  Downing 
Stoddard  and  Frank 
Hirshfield  and  Ulbricht 
D.  K.  Bullens 
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Title 


Author 


Steel  square  2 v. 

Structural  drawing. 

Success  in  the  small  shop. 

Tales  of  fishes. 

Teaching  science  in  the  elementary  schools. 

Ten  years  near  the  German  frontier. 

Theodore  Roosevelt  : a biography. 

Thread  cutting  methods. 

Topographical  drawing. 

20th  century  toolsmith  and  steel-worker. 

Under  sail. 

U.  S.  Catalog  of  books  published  1912-1917 
United  States  in  the  World  War. 

Vacation  tramps  in  New  England  Highlands.  Allen  Chamberlain 
Walking  stick  papers.  R.  C.  Holliday 

War  adjustments  in  the  railroad  administration. 

American  Academy  of  Political  and?  Social  Science. 


F.  T.  Hodgson 
C.  F.  Ed?minster 
H.  VanDeventer 

Zane  Grey 

G.  H.  Grafton 
M.  F.  Egan 
W.  D.  Lewis 
F.  D.  Jones 
E.  R.  Stuart 

H.  Holford 
Felix  Riesenberg 

J.  B.  McMaster 


War  romance  of  the  Salvation  Army. 
Who’s  who  in  America,  1918-1919. 
Wiring  for  light  and  power. 

With  the  Yankee  Division  in  France. 
Women  who  make  our  novels. 
Wonders  of  the  war  at  sea. 

Years  between. 

Young  man  and  his  vocation. 


Booth  & Hill 

Terrell  Croft 
F.  P.  Sibley 
G.  M.  Overton 
F.  Rolt-Wheeler 
Rudyard  Kipling 
F.  S.  Harris 


The  697  books  retired  were  classed  as  follows — juve- 
nile : fiction  284 ; religion  4 ; sociology  59 ; natural  science 
7 ; useful  arts  4 ; fine  arts  12  ; literature  10 ; history  18 ; 
travel  18 ; biography  7 ; magazines  1 ; total  424.  Adult : fic- 
tion 219  ; philosophy  3 ; religion  6 ; sociology  1 ; philology  2 ; 
natural  science  3 ; useful  arts  4 ; fine  arts  2 ; literature  10 ; 
history  6;  travel  4;  biography  7;  total  273.  The  volumes 
worn  out  had  had,  since  binding,  an  average  circulation  of 
44.69. 
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The  entire  library  is  classed  as  follows : 


Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Per  Cent 

Prose  fiction  

11611 

2903 

14514 

39.27 

Reference  and  bibliography 

389 

34 

423 

1.12 

Philosophy  and  ethics 

556 

38 

594 

1.61 

Religion  and  mythology.  . . 

1085 

113 

1198 

3.24 

Sociology,  political  science, 
folk-lore  

2466 

395 

2861 

7.74 

Philology  

170 

170 

.46 

Natural  science 

1084 

. 391 

1475 

3.99 

Useful  arts  

2118 

189 

2307 

6.25 

Fine  arts  

1306 

232 

1538 

4.17 

Literature  . . : 

2501 

372 

2873 

7.78 

History  

, 2297 

564 

2861 

7.74 

Travel  and  description 

, 1770 

406 

2176 

5.89 

Biography  

. 1629 

295 

1924 

5.21 

Magazines  

. 1881 

162 

2043 

5.53 

30863 

6094 

36957 

100.00 

The  following  table  gives  the  circulation  by  months  in  the  several  departments, 
compared  with  the  circulation  of  the  previous  year: 
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♦New  Departure  Manufacturing  Company  Net  decrease 


The  net  decrease,  864,  was  three  fourths  of  a per  cent 
of  the  circulation  of  the  preceding  year.  It  is  not  sufficient 
to  call  for  an  explanation  and  is  more  than  accounted  for 
by  lessoned  purchase  of  the  latest  and  the  most  popular  fic- 
tion. Our  library  has  bought  much  more  generously  than 
have  most  libraries  of  books  of  this  character.  Increased 
cost  of  maintenance  and  administration  leaves  less  for  books. 
This  lessoned  amount  will  not  purchase  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  what  the  same  amount  would  have  purchased  before 
the  war.  This  means  fewer  books.  If  there  must  be  curtail- 
ment it  would  seem  as  if  fiction,  most,  of  which  has  little  per- 
manent value  or  interest,  should  bear  at  least  its  propor- 
tionate share  of  the  reduction. 

Compared  with  1917- ’18,  the  circulation  from  the  adult 
department  of  the  main  library  decreased  1,228,  from  the 
children’s  room,  1,203.  At  the  Forestville  branch  there  was 
an  increase  of  350  and  at  East  Bristol  and  Endee  Hall,  an 
increase  of  912.  The  circulation  through  the  schools  in- 
creased 294.  At  the  Helping  Hand  Society  it  decreased  81. 
Through  the  factory  branches  it  increased  92. 

The  library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books  307 
days.  The  average  daily  circulation  was : adult  department, 
205.64;  children’s  room,  84.46;  Forestville,  36.26;  total  321.- 
34.  7.85  less  than  during  1917- ’18.  East  Bristol  branch  was 
open  60  evenings  with  an  average  of  11.78.  Endee  Hal: 
branch  was  cpen  41  evenings  with  an  average  of  32.15. 

Books  in  foreign  languages  were  issued  as  follows : 
French,  323;  German,  125;  Italian,  195;  Lithuanian  116; 
Polish,  282 ; Latin.  6 ; Spanish,  7.  The  total  was  48  less  than 
ihe  previous  year. 

547  mounted  pictures  and  517  stereographs  were  issued 
during  the  year  principally  to  school  teachers,  also  a few 
framed  prints  and  engravings  were  loaned  for  school  room 
decoration. 
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The  school  circulation  of  books  among  children  and 


adults  was  as  follows : 

Children  Adults 

District  I.  Federal  Hill 139 

District  II.  North.  Side  857 

District  III.  South  Side  373 

District  IV.  Park  Street  883 

District  V.  East  Bristol 2321 

District  VI  Stafford!  678  152 

District  VIII.  Burlington  Avenue  258  47 

District  IX.  Edgewood  70  72 

District  X.  South  Chip  pirns  Hill  170  44 

District  XI.  Nortlhi  Chippins  Hill  51  75 

District  XII.  Fall  Mountain  66  84 

Dstrict  XIII.  Forestville  1375 

St.  Josephs  1739 


8980  474 

The  school  circulation  of  books  for  children  by  school 
terms  was : Fall  term,  4907 ; Winter  term  4073.  • 
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Prose  fiction,  adult. 
Prose  fiction,  juvenile 

Bibliography 

Philosophy 

Religion 

vSociology 

Philology 

Natural  science 

Useful  arts 

Fine  arts 

Literature 

History 

Travel 

Biography  

Magazines  

05 

07 
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GO 
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1 Main  Library 
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Juvenile 

11117 

I-1  00  I 

OtH  MH  I—*  10  4* 

m to  CO  Cn  O 45*  4^  00  05  to  4-  M 4-  ! 

CO  h Oi  M O iO  O 05  O 05  H to  CO 

Forestville 

Bra  nches 

■<1 

o 

“'I 
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00 

CO 

CO  to 
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Ot  4- Ol  CO  07  07  O 50  05  tO  4*- 

Endee  Hall 

474 

474 

Adult 

Schools 

8980 

4t 

H^700WMMO7  001-*  CO 

CO  CO  07  CO  CC  o CO  i— ‘ -J  CO  4- 

O 07  CO  CO  p— 1 07  CO  07  to  ^1  CO 

Juvenile 

05 

05 

Helping  Hand 
Society 

131 

CO  CO  CO  to  O 

C.  J.  Root  Co. 

to 

to 

to 

to 

W.  Barnes  Co. 

110346 

to  05 

tOHtOWtOM^M  CO  0 05 
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100.00 

to  07 

to  M to  4*  to  M H h*  ^ CO.  . . CO  OO 
4*  co  co  "cn  4*  kj  b b co  ot  bt  o 07  bo 

4*C0  07  45*tCC0C0C0Ol— ‘4^-H-*C005CO 

Per  Cent. 
1917-1918 

The  entire  circulation,  classified,  was  as  follows: 
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Following  table  shows  the  gain  or  loss  of  each  class  as 
compared  with  preceding  12  months : : 


Gain 

loss 

Adult  fiction  

Juvenile  fiction 

5642 

Bibliography  

Philosophy  

18 

Religion  

Sociology 

156 

Philology  

16 

Natural  science  

Useful  arts  

152 

Fine  arts  

Literature  

50 

34 

History  

Travel  . . .......  ....... 

1417 

Biography 

64 

Magazines  

381 

Net  loss 

864 

The  onstanding  feature  of  the  above,  other  than  the 
changes  in  fiction  circulation,  is  the  decrease  in  circulation 
of  history.  This  is  because,  during  the  European  war,  there 
was  an  unusual  interest  in  books  classed  as  history. 

The  number  of  borrowers’  cards  outstanding  October 
31st  was  4,915.  Of  these  4,346  had  been  issued  from  the  main 
library.  452  from  the  Forestville  branch  and  117  from  the 
Endee  branch. 

BINDING 

During  the  year  65  volumes  of  magazines  and  period- 
icals and  public  documents  were  bound  for  the  first  time 
and  707  volumes  were  rebound.  The  average  circulation  be- 
fore binding  of  the  volumes  rebound  was  38.63  and  the  aver- 
age c ost  of  rebinding  was  42.33  cents.  The  average  cost  of 
binding  magazines  and  public  documents  was  87.46  cents. 
During  the  year  1234  volumes  have  been  re-cased  and  re- 
paired at  the  library  at  an  average  cost  of  6.7  cents  per  vol- 
ume for  labor  and  supplies. 


LIBRARY  AND  READING  ROOM  HOURS  AND 
SUMMARY  OF  THE  RULES 


The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  open  from  9 a.  m. 
until  9 p.  m.,  except  Sundays  and  the  following  holidays : 
l abor  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day  the  library  and  reading 
room  are  open  from  9 a.  m.  until  1 p.  m. ; Thanksgiving. 
Christmas,  Fast  Day,  Memorial  Day  and  the  Fourth  of  July 
the  entire  building  is  closed  all  day.  The  reading  room  is 
.also  open  Sundays  from  2 to  6 p.  m.  from  October  1 to 
June  1. 

Any  resident,  taxpayer,  or  person  regularly  employed 
in  Bristol  is  entitled  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  with- 
out charge,  when  that  person  has  signed  the  proper  applica- 
tion and  agreement  and  has  been  identified.  Applications  of 
persons  under  eighteen  years  of  age  require  the  endorsement 
of  parent,  guardian,  or  some  other  responsible  person. 


Iff 


PERIODICALS  IN  THE  READING  ROOM 


Bristol  Press 
Hartford  Times 
N.  Y.  Tribune 
N.  Y.  Times 


Daily  Papers 

Hartford  Courant  Hartford  Post 

New  York  Sun  Waterbury  Ameri- 

New  York  World  can 

Springfield  Republican  Total  10 

Weekly  Publications 


American  Leg'.on,  g 

Country  Gentleman 
Independent 
Literary  Digest 
New  Republic 
Saturday  Evening 
T’ost 

Youth’s  Companion 
American  Machinist 
Review 


Journal  of  Educatk 
Leslie’s  Weekly 
N.  Y.  Times: 

book  review 
Outlook. 

Scientific  American 
Survey 

Current  Events 

Illustrated  London 
News 


Life 

Living  Age 
N.  Y.  Times: 

mid-week  pictorial 
Rural  New  Yorker 
Scientific  American: 
Supplement 
Yale  Alumni  Weekly ,ig 
Collier’s  Weekly 

Total  25 


Monthly  Publications 


Ambition 

American  Cookery 

Bookman 

Cartoons 

Current  History 

Educational  Review 

Etude 

Harper’s  Monthly 
Industrial  Manage- 
ment 
Munsey’s 

Our  Dumb  Animals  jg 

Public  Libraries 

Outing 

St.  Nicholas 

School  Review 

Travel 

Woman’s  Home  Com 
pan  ion 

Little  Folks,  j 


American  Magazine 
Boys’  Life  j 
Century  Magazine 
D.  A.  R.  Magazine 
Elementary  School 
Journal 
Everybody’s 
Good  Housekeeping 
House  and  Garden 
International  Studio 
McClure’s  Magazine 
National  Geographic 
Pan  American  Union : 
bulletin 

Popular  Mechanics 
Review  of  Reviews 
Sea  Power  g 
-Scientific  Monthly 
World’s  Work 
American  Boy  j 


U.  S.  Labor  Statistics: 
monthly  review  g 
American  City: 
city  ed. 

Atlantic  Monthly 
Brown  Alumni 
Cosmopolitan 
Delineator 
Forum 

Harper’s  Bazar 
Illustrated  World 
Ladies’  Home  Journal 
Machinery 
North  American 
Review 

Red  Cross  Magazine  g 

Library  Journal 
Scribner’s 
Popular  Science 
Monthly 


Total  5 3 
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Other  Publications 


Annals  of  American  Academy  of  New  Departure  News  g 
Poltical  and  Social  Science  Umpartizan  Review 
Congressional  Record  g New  England  Genealogical  and 

Yale  Review  Historical  Register 

j — Children’s  room, 
g— Gift. 


Total  7 


FINANCE 


Inventory  as  rendered  the  City  Council  for  the  annual 


city  report : 


Building  sate  $ 

Library  building  

Book  stacks  (metal)  

Book  cases  (wood)  

Chairs  and  tables  

Assembly  room  furniture  .... 
Office  furniture  


20,000.00 

70,000.00 

2,500.00 

500.00 

425.00 

340.00 
80.00 


Book  supports,  magazine  holders, 

etc 100.00 

Typewriters  50.00 

Vacuum  cleaner 80.00 

$94,075.00 

Books  15,000.00 

Museum  and  cases  5,000.00 

114,075.00 

City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library 
Fund  (Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 

Principal  (Market  value  of  securities)  $46,364.67 

Income  (balance  on  ihand  Nov.  1,  1919)  309.10 

1 46,673.77 


$160,748.77 
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The  receipts  at  the  Library  were  as  follows : 


Fines  for  over-due  books: 

Adult  department 

Children’s  room  

Forestville  branch 

East  Bristol  branch 


Subscriptions  from  non-residents 
Periodicals  and  papers  sold 
Reserving  books  for  borrowers 
Borrowers’  cards  replaced 
Books  lost  or  damaged 
Books  sold 
Miscellaneous 


$491.63 

37.55 

51.88 

2.75 

— • $583.81 

4.25 

13.25 

20.30 

1.70 

10.70 

3.00 

1.52 

$638.53 


rr '."lo  general  statement  of  the  library  account,  as  kept 
by  the  city  treasurer,  is  as  follows  : 

Balance,  Nov.  30,  1918  $38.14 


RECEIPTS  OF  THE  YEAR 


City  appropriation  $6,500.00 

Income  from  City  Library  Fund 

(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest)  $2,400.00 

Receipts  at  Library  638.53 

Interest  Bristol  Trust  Co .65 

$9,539.18 


9,577.32 

Library  orders  paid  during  the  year.  . . . 9,369.60 


Balance  Dec.  1,  1919 $ 207.72 


Appended  to  this  report  is  a detailed  report  of  “T*he 
City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund”  principal  and  interest 
accounts,  also  a classified  list  of  the  library  orders  drawn. 
The  market  value  of  the  securities  of  the  Library  Fund  was 
$5,348.50  more  on  Nov.  1,  1919,  than  on  Nov.  1,  1918,  due  to 
appreciation  of  United  Fruit  stock.  The  income  during  the 
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past  year  was  $340.21  more  than  the  year  before,  principally 
because  of  a resumption  of  dividends  on  the  common  stock 
of  the  Boston  Elevated.  The  total  amount  of  the  library 
orders  drawn  was  $178.39  more  than  during  the  preceding 
twelve  months — a creditable  showing  considering  the  in- 
creased cost  of  everything. 

The  clearest  way  of  comparing  expenditures  of  different 
years  is  to  give  the  percentage  which  the  various  accounts 
bear  to  the  total  of  the  year,  as  below : 


1915-1916 

1916-17 

1917-18 

1918-19 

Librarians  

44.3 

46.1 

47. 

50.4 

Books  

23.1 

17.5 

16.8 

15.1 

Periodicals  

3.0 

2.6 

3.6 

3.3 

Binding  

4.1 

4.0 

4.9 

4.7 

Stationery  and  printing 

1.9 

2.2 

1.7 

2.5 

Heat 

4.8 

4.5 

5.7 

5.3 

Light  

4.1 

3.8 

4.2 

Up  keep  of  property  . . . . 

6.1 

8.1 

8.7 

9.5 

Miscellaneous  

8.3 

10.9 

7.8 

5. 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100. 

Last  June  Miss  Kelsey  resigned,  after  six  years  of 
efficient  service,  to  become  clerk  and  bookkeeper  at  the 
Water  Department.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Dorothy 
M.  Wilcox,  a graduate  of  the  Bristol  High  School.  Miss 
Wilcox  has  also  taken  a course  in  library  training  at  the 
Brooklyn  Public  Library.  Except  as  above  mentioned,  the 
library  force  was  unchanged  during  the  year. 

The  use  made  of  the  branch  library  at  the  rooming 
house  of  the  Bristol  Brass  Corporation  at  East  Bristol  de- 
creased so  materially  last  spring  that  it  did  not  seem  ex- 
pedient to  maintain  it.  The  Library  Board  had  for  some 
time  considered  a branch  at  Endee  Manor.  Through  the  co- 
operation of  Rev.  Mr.  Wismer  and  others  interested  the 
bookcases  and  library  equipment  which  had  been  used  at 
East  Bristol  were  moved  to  Endee  Hall  and  a branch  opened 
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there  in  charge  of  Miss  Grace  Sturgeon  and  Miss  Stella 
Brown,  who,  because  of  their  interest  in  Endee  Manor,  vol- 
unteered their  services  as  librarians  without  compensation. 
Largely  through  their  endeavors  and  valued  services  the 
branch  has  been  a success  from  the  start.  It  is  now  open 
Thursday  evenings  of  each  week  from  7.30  to  8.30,  not  only 
to  people  of  Endee  Manor,  but  for  any  Jiving  in  that 
vicinity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


C.  L.  WOODING. 


Classified  List  of  Library  Orders 


Librarians: 

C.  L.  Wooding  $1800.00 

May  W.  Dailey  649.01 

Elizabeth  R.  King  787.08 

Gertrude  M.  Kelsey  . 520.20 

Muriel  F.  Graves  679.56 

Dorothy  M.  Wilcox  289.98 


Purchase  of  books 

Binding  unbound  books  and  periodicals 

Rebinding  and  repairing  books 

Periodicals  

Printing,  stationery  and  postage 
Care  of  property: 


C.  L.  Friable,,  janitor 665.00 

Heat  ! . . 492.95 

Light . 393.78 

Supplies  and  repairs 222.51 


East  Bristol  Branch: 

James  King,  attendant  36.60 

Transportation  of  books 1.50 

Miscellaneous  Current  Expenses 
Extraordinary  expeditures: 

Insurance 203.00 

Typewriter  . 45.00 

Filing  cabinets 32.00 

Gates  at  basement  stairs 37.09 

Telephone  attachment  3.00 

Book-marking  board  2.98 


$4725.83 

1414.84 

56.85 

382.63 

316.90 

234.80 


1774.24 


38.10 

105.84 


323.07 

$9373.10 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Connecticut, 
Library  Fund. 

(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 


Report  of  C.  L.  Wooding,  Agent 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  FUND  NOVEMBER  1,  1919. 
Shares  Names  of  Corporation  Market  Value  Par  Value 

50  Boston  Elevated?  Railway  Co # # . . $3,300.00  $5,000.00 

7 Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.,  preferred  623.00  700.00 

1 Bristol  Trust  Co , 200.00  100.00 

14  Island  Creek  Coal  Co 658.00  14.00 

7 Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  preferred....  595.00  7.00 

100  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  R.  R.  Co., 

preferred  1,800.00  10,000.00 

50  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H,  R.  R.  Co 1,637.50  5,000.00 

500  Nipissing  Mining  Co , t 5,562.50  2,500.00 

50  North  Butte  Mining  Co 847.50  750.00 

67  United  Fruit  Co 13,869.00  6,700.00 

13  U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co., 

preferred  . 637.00  650.00 


$29,729.50  $31,421.00 


23 


BONDS  INVENTORIED  AT  COST 


$4,000.00  American  Telephone  & Telegraphj 

Go.,  col.  trust  4’s  1929  $3,532.50  $4,000.00 

1.000. 00  Boston  Elevated  R.  R.  Co.’s  gold 

5’s 988.75  1,000.00 

4.000. 00  Connecticut  River  Co.  6’s  1934..  4,200.00  4,000.00 

2.000. 00  Indiana  & Michigan  Elec.  Co.  5’s> 

1957  1,800.00  2,000.00 

2.000. 00  Inter'borough  Rap.  Transit  Co.,  5’s 

1966  1,990.00  2,000.00 

1.000. 00  N.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co.  Equip-i 

ment  4%’s  1927  1 933.89  1,000.00 

1,000.00  Syracuse  Light’g  Co.  1st  mortgagei^r 


2,000.00  Terminal  Association  of  St.  Uouis 

5’s  1944  2,020.00  2,000.00 

BANK  DEPOSITS 

Bristol  Savings  Bank  170.03  170.03 


$46,364.67  $48,591.03 


INCOME  ACCOUNT,  NOVEMBER  1,  1918,  to  NOVEMBER  1,  1919 

American  Telephone  & Telegraph  Co.  4 perj 

cent,  bond  interest  $160.00 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  6%  per  cent.’ 

dividend  on  common  stock 312.50 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.,  fractional  divi- 
dend on  preferred  stock 38.79 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.  5 per  cent,  bond 

interest 50.00 

Bristol  Savings  Bank  5 per  cent,  interest..  8.60 
Bristol  Trust  Co.  11  per  cent,  dividend  on 

stock  11.00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.  2 per  cent,  on  daily  balances  .76 
Connecticut  River  Co.,  6 per  cent,  bond 

interest  240.00 

Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.,  7 Vz  per  cent. 

bond  interest  100.00 

Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.,  5 per  cent. 

bon<i  interest  100.00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  450  per  cent,  dividend 

on  common  stock  63.00 


Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  600  per  cent,  dividend1 


on  preferred  stock 42.00 

Nipissing  Mines  Co.  30  per  cent,  dividend  on 

stock  j.  . 750.00 

New  York  Central  Equipment  4 y2  per  cent. 

bond  interest  45.00 

Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  5 per  cent,  bond 

interest . ....  50.00 

Terminal  Association  of  St.  Louis,  5 per 

cent,  bond  interest 100.00 

United  Fruit  Co.  10  per  cent,  dividend  on 

stock  \ i. . 670.00 . 

U.  S.  Smelting^  Mining  & Refining  Co.  7 per 

cent,  dividend  on  stock 45.48  $2,787.13 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

C.  L.  Wooding,  agent 100.00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  rental  of  safe  deposit  box  2.50.  102.50 


Net  income  2,684.63 

Balance  of  income  on  ihand,  November  27,  '18  24.47 


Transferred  to  City  Treasurer  for  Library 
Fund 


$2709.10 

2400.00 


Amount  of  income  an  hand,  November  1,  ’ly 


309.10 


We  have  audited  the  above  accounts:  general  library 

accounts  and  the  principal  and  income  account  of  “The  City 
of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund”  and  find  them,  correct. 

W.  L.  CROUCH, 

W.  E.  WIGHTMAN, 

City  Auditors. 

Bristol,  Conn.,  November  21,  1919. 
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THE  BRISTOL  PRESS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 

THE  LIBRARIAN 


Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Library  Directors 
as  their  Annual  Report  to  the  City 


To  the  Board  of  Library  Directors  of  the  Public  Library  of 
Bristol,  Connecticut — 

I respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Library  during  the  year  ending  October  31,  1920: 


SIZE  AND  GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY 


Number  of  volumes  in  Library,  Oct.  31,  1919  36,957 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year: 

By  purchase  1,720 

By  gift  171 

From  bindery  60  1,951 


Volumes  withdrawn: 

Worn  out  367 

Discarded  35 

Lost  and  paid  for  30 

Lost  in  circulation  44 


38,908 


476 


Volumes  in  Library,  October  31,  1920 


38,432 


The  number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  was  151  more 
than  during  the  preceding  year,  at  an  increased  cost  of  1 cent 
per  volume.  The  total  increase  in  amount  spent  for  books 
was  $154.08. 

The  character  and  cost  of  the  volumes  added,  the  aver- 
age cost,  and  the  percentage  of  the  total,  of  each  class,  was  as 
follows : 


Fy  Gift 

By 

Cost  Per 

Fer 

and  Binding- 

Furchase 

Cost 

Volume 

Cent 

Juvenile  fiction 

12 

386 

$251.21 

$ .65 

16 

Juvenile  non-fiction 

16 

145 

79.33 

.55 

5 

Adult  fiction 

13 

788 

703.11 

.89 

46 

Adult  non-fiction 

190 

401 

512.27 

1.28 

33 

231 

1720 

1,549.92 

.90 

100 

Of  the  volumes  added,  1,392  were  for  adults  and  559  for 
children.  The  books  for  adults  were  classed  as  follows : — 
fiction  801,  bibliography  3,  philosophy  36,  religion  22,  soci- 
ology 74,  philology  5,  natural  science  22,  useful  arts  64,  fine 
arts  37,  history  99,  travel  40,  biography  65,  literature  78, 
magazines  46.  The  additions  for  children  were  classed:  fic- 
tion 398,  philosophy  3,  religion  7,  sociology  36,  natural  sci- 
ence 18,  useful  arts  8,  fine  arts  8,  literature  21,  history  21, 
travel  21,  biography  8,  magazines  9. 

Donors  to  the  library  with  the  number  of  volumes  given 
by  each,  were  as  follows  : 


Leonard  P.  Ayres  1 

Edward  Bancroft  . n 

Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Barbour  2 

Martha  A.  toughton  1 

California  State  Board  of  Control  1 

Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace  2 

Annie  E.  Cheney  1 

O.  E.  S.  Cole  1 

Connecticut  state  documents  5 

Connecticut  library  grant  33 


William  R.  Comer  1 

R.  H.  Donnelley  Corp.  1 

Doubleday,  Page  & Co.  2 

Rev.  Wm.  P.  Downes  2 

Edward  G.  Dunbar  6 

Benjamin  Fisher  1 

Mrs.  S.  Edward  Freeman  12 

Guaranty  Trust  Co.  of  New  York  1 

Edwin  C.  Hill  1 

Houghton,  Mifflin  & Co.  1 

Maud  Howe  1 

R.  H.  Ingersoll  and  Brother  1 

Interchurch  World  Movement  1 

Italian  Embassy  at  Washington  1 

Otto  H.  Kahn  1 

George  H.  Lepper  1 

Library  Bureau  1 

Manufacturers  Aircraft  Ass’n  1 

Mrs.  Mary  F.  Martin  Estate  37 

Mrs.  Florence  Masterson  9 

A.  J.  Muzzy  2 

Pan-American  Union  1 

Epaphroditus  Peck  1 

Philippine  Press  Bureau  1 

Priscilla  Publishing  Co.  1 

Nels  Quevli  1 

Rensellear  Polytechnic  Institute  1 

Porter  E.  Sargent  1 

Chas.  W.  Stewart  1 

Fred  A.  Tree  1 

United  States  government  publication  18 

Dr.  Chas.  R.  Upson  1 

Wesleyan  University  1 
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The  following  are  among  the  important  additions  to  the 
library,  other  than  fiction : 

Title  Author 


Adventures  of  the  fourteen  points 
Adventures  of  a nature  guide 


Harry  Hansen 
E.  A.  Mills 
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Title 


Author 


Alchemy  of  thought 
Alone  in  the  Caribbean 
Alsace  in  rust  and  gold 
Amateur  chemist 
American  front 

American  hospital  of  the  20th  century 
American  literary  masters 
American  Red  Cross  in  the  great  war 
Anthology  of  magazine  verse,  1919 
Applied  science  for  metal  workers 
Applied  science  for  woodworkers 
Army  behind  the  army 
Art  and  the  great  war 
Artistic  and  decorative  stenciling 
Best  short  stories  of  1919 
Books  and  things 
Broome  street  straws 
Cardinal  Mercier’s  own  story 

Celebrated  spies  and  famous  mysteries  of  the  great  war. 

George 

Chemistry  in  the  home. 

Civil  service. 

Cruise  of  the  Corwin 
Days  of  His  flesh 
Dickens  and  how  to  know  him 
Dramatic  moments  of  American  History 
Economic  consequences  of  peace 
Eminent  Victorians 
Employment  psychology 
Engraved  gems 
Enslaved,  and  other  poems 
Essays  in  common  sense  philosophy 
Essentials  in  art 
Far  journey 
Father  Duffy’s  story 
Finding  a way  out 
Forgotten  man,  and  other  essays 
France,  England,  and  European  democracy 
From  place  to  place 

German  General  Staff,  and  its  decisions 
Golden  age  of  authors 

Greatest  failure  in  all  history  (Bolshevism) 


L.  P.  Jacks 
Frederic  Tenger 
Edith  O’Shaughnessy 
J.  F.  Collins 
Ernest  Peixotto 
Edward  Stevens 
L.  H.  Vincent 
H.  P.  Davison 
W.  S.  Braithwaite,  ed 
Wm.  Dooley 
W.  H.  Dooley 
E.  A.  Powell 
A.  F.  Galletin 
G.  A.  & B.  Audsley 
Edward  O’Brien,  ed 
Philip  Littell 
R.  C.  Holliday 


Barton 
Henry  Weed 
A.  E.  Waterman 
John  Muir 
David  Smith 
Richard  Burton 
Ralph  Page 
J.  M.  Keynes 
Lytton  Strachey 

H.  C.  Dink 
Duffleld  Osborne 

John  Masefield 
C.  E.  M.  Joad 
Osvald  Siren 
A.  M.  Rihbany 
F.  P.  Duffy 
R.  R.  Moton 
W.  G.  Sumner 
C.  Cestre 

I.  S.  Cobb 
Gen.  von  Falkenhayn 

Wm.  Ellsworth 
John  Spargo 


Title 


Author 


Half  hours  with  the  best  composers.  10  v. 
Hawthorne  and  his  publisher 
History  and  genealogy  of  ancient  Windsor,  2 
History  of  France. 

Herbert  Hoover,  the  man  and  his  work. 
History  of  the  United  States,  1877-’96,  v.  8 
“Honest  Abe” 

Houghton  genealogy 

Housing  of  the  unskilled  wage  earner 

Hydraulics 

“I  was  there,”  with  the  Yanks  in  France 
Immigration  and  Americanization. 

Industrial  goodwill. 

Interior  decoration 

In  the  days  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers 

Ireland  and  England 

Jonathan  Trumbull 

Labrador  doctor 

Letters  from  China  and  Japan 

Letters  of  Henry  James.  2 v. 

Letters  of  travel. 

Life  and  letters  of  Joel  Chandler  Harris 
Life  and  letters  of  St.  Paul 
Life  of  Dante 

Life  of  John  Marshall,  4 v. 

Literary  digest  history  of  the  world  war,  10 
Loiterer  in  New  England 
London  films 

Ludendorff’s  own  story,  2 v. 

Lure  of  the  camera 
Magic  of  science 
Making  the  office  pay 
Marse  Henry,  2 v. 

Masterpieces  of  modern  Spanish  drama 
Memoirs  of  Empress  Eugenie,  2 v. 

Men  who  make  our  novels 
Metal  workers’  handy  book 
Mexico,  today  and  tomorrow. 

Middletown  upper  houses 
Modern  drilling  practice. 

Modern  milling 
Modes  and  morals 


Karl  Klauser,  ed. 
Caroline  Ticknor 
v.  H.  R.  Stiles 

W.  S.  Davis 
Vernon  Kellogg 
J.  F.  Rhodes 
Alonzo  Rothschild 
J.  W.  Houghton 
Edith  E.  Wood 
Hughes  & Safford 
C.  L.  Baldridge 
Philip  Davis 
J.  R.  Commons 
Amy  L.  Rolfe 
Mary  C.  Crawford 
Edward  R.  Turner 
Jonathan  Trumbull 
W.  T.  Grenfell 
John  Dewey 

Rudyard  Kipling 
Julia  C.  Harris 
David  Smith 
Charles  Dinsmore 
A.  T.  Beveridge 
v.  F.  W.  Halsey,  ed. 
Helen  Henderson 
W.  D.  Howells 

C.  S.  Olcott 
A.  F.  Collins 
W.  H.  Leffingwell 
Henry  Watterson 
'B.  H.  Clark,  ed. 
Count  Fleury 
George  Gordon 
W.  T.  Brannt 
E.  D.  Trowbridge 
C.  C.  Adams 
E.  K.  Hammond 
Ernest  PauJl 
Katherine  Gerould 
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Title 


Author 


Mr.  Punch’s  history  of  the  great  war. 

Musical  memories  Camille  Sainte-Saens 

My  memoirs,  2 v.  Admiral  von  Turpitz 

My  quarter-century  of  American  politics,  2 v.  Champ  Clark 

My  three  years  in  America.  Count  Bernstorff 

National  Educational  Ass’n  proceedings  of  57th  annual  meeting 


New  black  magic 

New  frontiers  of  freedom. 

New  homes  under  old  roofs 
New  industrial  unrest 
New  international  yearbook,  1919 
New  map  of  Africa,  1900-’18 
New  map  of  Asia,  1900-’19 
Now  it  can  be  told. 

Old  coast  road  from  Boston  to  Plymouth 

Old  Plymouth  trails 

Ordeal  of  Mark  Twain 

Paris  through  an  attic 

Plays;  4th  series. 

Portraits  of  American  women 
Practical  interior  decoration 
Profession  of  journalism 
Progressive  religious  thought  in  America 
Psychology  of  Bolshevism 
Psychology  of  management. 

Raymond  Robin’s  own  story 
!Real  story  of  the  whaler 
Reclaiming  the  wild  West 


J.  G.  Raupert 
E.  A.  Powell 
J.  S.  Seabury 
R.  S.  Baker 

H.  A.  Gibbons 
H.  A.  Gibbons 
Philip  Gibbs 
Agnes  Edwards 
Winthrop  Packard 
YanWyck  Brooks 
A.  H.  Edwards 
John  Galsworthy 
Gamaliel  Branford 
H.  D.  Eberlein  & others 
W.G.  Bleyer.  ed. 
John  Buckham 
John  Spargo 
P.  B.  Gilbreth 
William  Hard 
A.  H.  Verrill 
G.  W.  James 
Henry  DeMan 


Remaking  of  a mind 
Representative  one-act  plays  by  American  authors 

Margaret  G.  Mayorga,  ed. 


Rising  from  the  ruins  in  France 
Romance  of  the  beaver 
Russion  school  of  painting 
Salesmanship,  4 v. 

Sea  power  and  freedom 

Short  history  of  American  labor  movement 
Short  history  of  the  Italian  people 
Some  problems  of  the  peace  conference 
Soul  in  suffering. 

South! 

Stabilizing  the  dollar. 


Corinna  Smith 
A.  R.  Dugmore 
Alexandre  Benaio 
N.  O.  Shively 
Gerard  Fiennes 
Mary  Beard 
Janet  P.  Trevelyan 
Haskins  & Lord 
R.  S.  Carroll 
Sir  Ernest  Shackleton 
Irving  Fisher 


Title 


Author 


Standard  electrical  dictionary 
Statemen’s  year  book,  1919. 

Steep  trails. 

Story  book  of  the  early  Hebrews 
Story  of  Opal 
Straight  deal 

Studio  year-book  of  decorative  art 
Study  of  poetry 
Talking  business 
Telling  time  through  the  ages 
Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Theodore  Roosevelt  and  his  time,  2 v. 
Theodore  Roosevelt’s  letters  to  his  children. 
Three  taverns  (poems) 

Unexplored  New  Guinea 
United  States  in  our  own  times 
Unknown  London. 

Up  the  Seine  to  the  battlefields 
Vagabonding  through  Germany 
What  did  Jesus  teach? 

What  to  see  in  America 
White  shadows  in  South  Seas 
Winter  circuit  of  our  Arctic  coast 
Women  who  came  in  the  Mayflower. 
Worker  and  hfs  work 
World’s  story,  13  v. 

Year  book  of  American  etching,  1914. 


F.  O.  Sloane 

John  Muir 
C.  S.  Brown 
Opal  Whiteley 
Owen  Wister 

Bliss  Perry 
J.  M.  Clapp 
H.  C.  Brearley 
W.  R.  Thayer 
J.  B.  Bishop 
J.  B.  Bishop,  ed. 
E.  A.  Robinson 
W.  J.  Baeuer 
P.  L.  Haworth 
W.  G.  Bell 
Anna  B.  Dodd 
H.  A.  Franck 
F.  P.  Graeves 
Clifton  Johnson 
Frederick  O’Brien 
Hudson  Stuck 
Annie  R.  Marble 
Stella  S.  Center 
Eva  M.  Tappan,  ed. 


Of  the  476  volumes  retired,  168  were  adult  and  308  juv- 
enile. The  adult  were  classed  : fiction  137 ; bibliography  15 ; 
sociology  2;  natural  science  2;  useful  arts  1;  literature  7; 
history  4.  The  juvenile  were  classed : fiction  202 ; theology 
1 ; philosophy  1 ; sociology  33 ; natural  science  5 ; useful  arts 
2 ; fine  arts  13  ; literature  24 ; history  14 ; travel  4 ; biography 
6 ; magazines  3. 

The  entire  library  is  classed  as  follows : 
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/ dult 

Juvenile 

Toial 

Per  Cent 

Prose  fiction 

. 12275 

3099 

15374 

40.00 

Reference  and  bibliography  377 

34 

411 

1.07 

Philosophy  and  ethics  . . 

592 

40 

632 

1.65 

Religion  and  mythology  . 

. 1107 

119 

1226 

3.19 

Sociology  

. 2538 

398 

2936 

7.64 

Philology 

. 175 

175 

.45 

Natural  Science 

. 1104 

405 

1509 

3.93 

Useful  arts 

. . 2181 

195 

2376 

6.18 

Pine  arts 

. 1336 

227 

1563 

4.07 

Literature 

. . 2579 

369 

2948 

7.67 

History 

. . 2392 

571 

2963 

7.71 

Travel  and  description . . 

. 1810 

423 

2233 

5.81 

Biography  

. . 1694 

297 

1991 

5.18 

Magazines  

. . 1927 

168 

2095 

5.45 

32,087 

6,345 

38,432 

100.00 

C.  J.  Root  Company 
Wallace  Barnes  Company 
Helping  Hand  Society 
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The  following  table  gives  the  circulation  by  months  in  the  several  departments, 
compared  with  the  circulation  of  the  previous  year: 
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During  six  months  the  circulation  showed  an  increase 
and  during  six  months  a decrease.  The  net  decrease  of  8,119 
is  due  almost  entirely  to  closing  the  library  the  last  half  of 
July  and  all  of  August,  while  the  new  stacks  were  being  in- 
stalled. 

Compared  with  1918- ’19,  the  circulation  from  the  adult 
department  of  the  main  library  decreased  1,896 ; from  the 
children’s  room  3,797 ; from  the  Forestville  branch  1,711.  The 
circulation  from  the  Endee  branch  was  101  more  than  the 
preceding  year. 

The  main  library  was  open  for  the  circulation  of  books 
282  days  and  the  Forestville  branch  308  days.  The  average 
daily  circulation  was : at  the  main  library  from  the  adult  de- 
partment, 211.71;  from  the  children’s  room  78.70;  from  the 
Forestville  branch  30.54 ; from  Endee  branch  42.52. 

Books  in  foreign  languages  were  issued  as  follows: 
French,  308 ; German,  249  ; Polish,  244 ; Italian,  138 ; Lithuan- 
ian, 110 ; Latin,  8 ; Yiddish  1 ; The  total,  1058,  is  4 more  than 
in  1918- ’19. 

712  mounted  pictures  and  264  stereographs  were  issued 
during  the  year,  principally  to  school  teachers. 

The  school  circulation  of  books  among  children  and 
adults  was : 


District 

Children 

Adul 

1 

Federal  Hill 

1,058 

2 

North  Side 

885 

Park  Street 

366 

3 

South  Side 

9 6C 

5 

East  Bristol 

1,557 

6 

Stafford 

291 

107 

8 

Burlington  Ave. 

202 

91 

9 

Edgewood 

229 

101 

10 

South  Chippins  Hill 

170 

93 

11 

North  Chippins  Hill 

473 

70 

12 

Fall  Mountain 

86 

13 

Forestville 

1,329 

14 

St.  Joseph’s 

473 

8,059  462 
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The  entire  circulation,  classified,  was  as  follows: 


The  following  table  shows  the  gain  or  loss  of  each  class, 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Gain  Loss 


Adult  fiction 

Juvenile  fiction 948 

Bibliography 11 

Philosophy  

Religion 

Sociology 518 

Philology 

Natural  science 109 

Useful  arts 42 

Fine  arts  

Literature 92 

History  

Travel # 

Biography  

Magazines 


7311 


108 

72 

30 


272 

1129 

246 

133 

538 


Net  loss 


8119 


The  number  of  borrowers  registered  at  the  main  library 
November  1st,  1920,  were  4121 ; at  the  Forestville  branch 


420. 


BINDING. 


During  the  year  76  volumes,  principally  magazines  and 
periodicals,  were  bound  for  the  first  time  at  an  average 
cost  of  84  1-7  cents.  870  volumes  were  rebound  at  an  aver- 
age cost  of  53  1-4  cents.  The  average  circulation  before 
binding  was  42.76.  During  the  year  1,156  volumes  were  re- 
cased and  shellaced  at  the  library  at  an  average  cost  of  7.8 
cents. 


LIBRARY  AND  READING  ROOM  HOURS  AND  SUM- 
MARY OF  THE  RULES. 

The  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  open  from  9 a.  m. 
until  9 p.  m.,  except  Sundays  and  the  following  holiday : 
Labor  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day  the  library  and  reading 


room  are  open  from  9 a.  m.  until  1 p.  m. ; Thanksgiving, 
Christmas,  Fast  Day,  Memorial  Day  and  the  Fourth  of  July 
the  entire  building  is  closed  all  day.  The  Reading  Room  is 
also  open  Sundays  from  2 to  6 p.  m.  from  October  1 to  June 
1. 

Any  resident,  taxpayer  or  person  regularly  employed 
in  Bristol  is  entitled  to  borrow  books  from  the  library  with- 
out charge,  when  that  person  has  signed  the  proper  applica- 
tion and  agreement  and  has  been  identified.  Applications  of 
persons  under  eighteen  years  of  age  require  the  endorsement 
of  parent,  guardian,  or  some  other  responsible  person. 


PERIODICALS  IN  THE  READING  ROOM 


Daily  Papers 


Bristol  Press 
Hartford  Courant 
Hartford  Times 
New  York  Sun 


New  York  Times 
New  York  Tribune 
New  York  World 
Springfield  Republican 


Waterbury  American 


Weekly  Publications. 


American  Machinist  . 
Collier’s  Weekly 
Connecticut  Campus  (g) 
Country  Gentleman 
Current  Events  j 
Illustrated  London  News 
Independent 
Journal  of  Education 
Leslie’s  Weekly 
Life 

Literary  Digest 
Literary  Review 
Living  Age 


Supplement. 

Survey 

Weekly  Review 

Yale  Alumni  Weekly  (g) 

Youth’s  Companion  j 


Mid-Week  Pictorial 
NeW  Republic 
N.  Y.  Times:  Book  Review 
Outlook 

Rural  New  Yorker 
Saturday  Evening  Post 
Scientific  American 
Scientific  American: 
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Monthly  Publications 


Ambition 
American  Boy  j 
American  City 
American  Cookery 
American  Magazine 
Atlantic  Monthly 
Bookman 
Boy’s  Life  j 

Brown  Alumni  monthly  (g) 
Cartoons 

Century  Magazine 
Connecticut  Schools  (g) 
Cosmopolitan 
Current  History 
Delineator 
Educational  Review 
Elementary  School  Journal 
Etude 

Everybody’s 

Forum 

Good  Housekeeping 
Harpar’s  Bazar 
Harpers  Monthly 
House  & Garden 
Illustrated  World 


International  Studio 
Ladies’  Home  Journal 
Library  Journal 
Little  Folks  j 
McClure’s 
Machinery 
Munsey’s 

National  Geographic 
North  American  Review 
Open  Road  (g) 

Our  Dumb  Animals  j (g) 
Outing 

Pan  Amer.  Union:  bulletin 

Popular  Mechanics 

Popular  Science  Monthly 

Public  Libraries 

Review  of  Reviews 

School  Review 

Scientific  Monthly 

Scribner’s 

St.  Nicholas 

Travel 

Tripod  (g) 

Woman’s  Home  Companion 
World’s  Work 


Other  Publications 


Annals  of  American  Acad- 
emy of  Political  and  Social 
Science 
Bristolite  (g) 

Congressional  Record  (g) 
Industrial  Management 
j — Children’s  room 
g— Gift 


New  Departure  News  (g) 
New  England  Genealogical 
and  Historical  Register 
Mainspring  (g) 

Unpartizan  Review 
Yale  Review 
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FINANCE. 


Inventory  as  rendered  the  City  Council  for  the  annual 
city  report : 


Building  Site $20,000.00 

Library  Building 70,000.00 

Book  Stacks  (Metal)  7,500.00 

Book  Stacks  (Wood) 500.00 

Chairs  and  Tables 425.00 

Assembly  Room  Furniture 340.00 

Office  Furniture 80.00 

Book  Supports,  Magazine  Holders,  Etc.  100.00 

Typewriters 50.00 

Vacuum  Cleaner 80.00 


$99,075.00 

Books 15,500.00 

Museum  and  Cases 5,000.00 

119,575.00 

City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund 
(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 

Principal  (Market  value  of  securities)  $40,542.75 

Income  (Balance  on  hand  Nov.  1,  1919)  354.85 

40,897.60 


Receipts  at  the  Library  were  as  follows : 


Fines  for  over-due  books: 

Adult $589.07 

Juvenile 30.38 

Forestville  branch  . . . . 49.60 


Subscriptions  from  non-residents 
Periodicals  and  papers  sold 
Reserving  books  for  borrowers 
Borrower’s  cards  replaced 
Books  lost  or  damaged 
Catalogue  sold 
Fixtures  sold 
Rental  of  hall 

Bristol  Red  Cross,  use  of  basement  room 


$669.05 

6.00 

25.39 

15.50 

2.25 

9.10 

.25 

10.00 

2.00 

100.00 


160,472.60 


$839.54 
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The  statement  of  the  library  account,  as  reported  by  the 
city  treasurer  in  the  general  city  report,  is  as  follows: 


Balance  on  hand,  Nov.  30,  1919 $207.72 

Receipts: 

City  appropriation  $7,000.00 

From  Library  Fund 

(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest)  7,116.00 

Receipts  at  Library 839.54 

Interest,  Bristol  Trust  Co 3.76 

14,959.30 

15,167.02 

Library  orders  paid  during  the  year  15,160.48 


Balance  on  hand,  Dec.  1,  1920.  . . . 6.54 


Appended  to  this  report  is  a detailed  report  of  “The 
City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund”  principal  and  interest 
accounts,  also  a list  of  the  classified  library  orders  drawn. 
The  market  value  on  Nov.  1,  1920  of  the  securities  held  in 
the  Library  Fund  principal  was  $5,821.82  less  than  on  Nov, 
1,  1919.  This  is  partially  due  to  the  general  depression  in 
the  stock  market  but  principally  because  securities  carried 
last  year  at  $7,319.50  were  sold  for  $6,336.18  to  pay  for  new 
book  stacks. 

Miss  Dorothy  Wilcox,  of  the  library  force,  resigned  in 
February,  1920,  to  be  married.  Miss  Ruth  Wilcox,  who  suc- 
ceeded her  resigned  last  July  to  enter  Y.  W.  C.  A.  work  in 
New  York  City.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Celia 
Critchley  a recent  graduate  of  the  Bristol  High  School.  Miss 
Muriel  Graves  resigned  last  September.  Miss  May  Dailey, 
who  spent  the  winter  of  1919- ’20  on  the  Pacific  coast,  re- 
turned to  the  library  when  Miss  Graves  resigned.  At  the 
present  time,  in  addition  to  the  regular  staff,  Elizabeth 
Stotz,  Frances  Stotz  and  Reginald  Grant,  pupils  in  the  local 
high  school,  are  giving  commendable  service. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  purchase  and 
installation  of  the  upper  tier  of  metal  stacks  for  the  storage 
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of  books.  When  the  building  was  erected  the  ceiling  of  the 
stack  room  was  placed  high  enough  to  allow  for  a second 
tier  of  stacks  above  the  tier  then  installed.  This  was  in- 
stalled last  summer  by  the  Library  Bureau  at  a cost  of 
$5,855.00  for  ten  double  stacks  and  two  single  faced  stacks, 
mezzazine  floor,  and  balcony,  railing  and  stairs,  complete. 
The  additional  book  storage  thus  obtained  for  over  15,000 
books  was  much  needed.  In  fact,  the  new  stacks  are  even 
now  well  filled.  Moreover,  the  new  stacks  add  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  interior  of  the  building,  giving  it  a 
much  more  finished  appearance.  Changes  and  additions  to 
the  electrical  wiring  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  addi- 
tion brought  the  total  expense  up  to  $6,417.92.  Of  this 
amount  $5,947.46  was  paid  the  past  year  and  the  balance  car- 
ried over. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.  L.  WOODING,  Librarian. 
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Classified  List  of  Library  Orders 


Librarians: 

C.  L.  Wooding  $1,800.00 

May  W.  Dailey 163.67 

Elizabeth  R.  King 964.27 

Muriel  F.  Graves 874.45 

Dorothy  Wilcox 209.76 

Ruth  Wilcox 299.47 

Celia  Critchley 109.95 

Agnes  Spencer * 160.88 

Mildred  Bezanson 58.90 

Joseph  Terrien,  Jr 102.23 

Reginald  Grant 52.23 

Arthur  Coe  . 18.13 

Grace  Sturgeon  (Endee  Manor)  ....  17.00 

$4,830.94 

Purchase  of  books 1,545.92 

Binding  unbound  books  and  periodicals  63.95 

Rebinding  and  repairing  books 463.52 

Periodicals 325.58 

Printing,  stationery,  and  postage  232.75 

Care  of  property: 

C.  L.  Frisbie,  janitor 780.00 

Heat 646.45 

Light 438.58 

Supplies  and  repairs 211.93 

2,076.96 

Minor  current  expenses 133.49 

Extraordinary  expenditures: 

New  book  stacks 

Library  Bureau,  on  contract $4,391.00 

Electric  wiring 484.23 

Electric  lights 14.40 

Labor  and  transportation 57.73 

4,947.36 

Insurance 239.22 

New  cases  for  Dr.  Williams’  museum  ....  201.79 

Typewriter  99.00 

540.01 


$15,160.48 


The  City  of  Bristol,  Connecticut, 
Library  Fund 


(Mary  P.  Root  Bequest) 


Report  of  G I—  Wooding,  Agent 


SECURITIES  SOLD. 


14  shares  Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  $741.96 

7 shares  Island  Creek  Coal  Co.  preferred  537.17 

100  shares  Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Ry.  Co. 

preferred  876.00 

50  shares  North  Butte  Mining  Co.  687.38 

17  shares  United  Fruit  Co.  3,493.67 


$6,336.18 

Transferred  to  Geo.  S.  Beach,  Treasurer  Gen- 
eral Library  Account,  for  payment  on 
new  stacks  4,391.00 


On  deposit,  Bristol  Trust  Co. 


1,945.18 
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INVENTORY  OF  THE  FUND,  NOVEMBER  1,  1920. 


Shares  Name  of  Corporation 


Market  Va'ue  Par  Value 


50  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co $3,350.00  $5,000.00 

7 Boston  Elevated  Railway  Co.,  preferred  609.00  700.00 


1 Bristol  Trust  Co 250.  100.00 

50  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & H.  Railroad  Co 1,675.00  5,000.00 

500  Nipissing  Mines  Co 4,500.00  2,500.00 

13  U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co. 

preferred 578.50  650.00 

50  United  Fruit  Co 11,000.00  5,000.00 


$21,962.50  $18,950.00 


BONDS  INVENTORIED  AT  COST. 


$4,000.00  American  Telephone  & Telegraph 


Co.  col.  trust  4’s  1929  $3,532.50  $4,000.00 

1,000.00  Boston  Elevated  R.  R.  Co.’s  gold 

5’s  988.75  1,000.00 

4.000. 00  Connecticut  River  Co.  6’s  1934  . . . 4,200.00  4,000.00 

2,000  Indiana  & Michigan  Electrical  Co.  5’s 

1957  1,800.00  2,000.00 

2.000. 00  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co., 

5’s  1966  1,990.00  2,000.00 


1,000.00  N.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co.  Equip- 
ment 41/2’s  1927  933.89  1,000.00 

1.000. 00  Syracuse  Light’g  Co.  1st  mortgage 

5’s  1951 1,©00.00  1,000.00 

2.000. 00  Terminal  Association  of  St.  Louis 

5’s  1944  , . . . 2.020.00  2,000.00 


BANK  DEPOSITS 

Bristol  Savings  Bank 170.03  170.03 

Bristol  Trust  Co 1,94S.18  1,945.18 


$40,542.85  $38,065.21 
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INCOME  ACCOUNT,  NOV.  1,  1919  TO  NOV.  1,  1920. 

American  Tel.  & Tel.  Co.  4 per  cent  bond  inter- 
est   $160.00 

Boston  Elevated  Ry.  Co.,  5,  1-8  percent  on  com- 
mon stock  256.25 

Boston  Elevated  Ry.  Co.,  7 percent  on  pre- 
ferred stock 49.00 

Boston  Elevated  Ry.  Co.,  5 percent  bond  inter 

est 50.00 

Bristol  Savings  Bank,  5 1-2  percent  interest  9.47 
Bristol  Trust  Co.,  14  percent  dividend.  . . . 14.00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  2 percent  on  daily  bal- 
ances   7.55 

Connecticut  River  Co.,  6 percent  bond  interest  240.00 
Indiana  & Michigan  Electric  Co.  5 percent  bond 

interest 100.00 

Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.  5 percent  bond 

interest 100.00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  600  percent  dividends 

on  common  stock 84.00 

Island  Creek  Coal  Co.,  600  percent  dividends 

on  preferred  stock 42.00 

Nipissing  Mines  Co.,  30  percent  dividend.  . . . 750.00 
N.  Y.  Central  Equipment  4 1-2  percent  bond  in- 
terest   45.00 

Syracuse  Lighting  Co.  5 percent  bond  interest  50.00 
Terminal  Ass’n  of  St.  Louis  5 percent  bond 

interest 100.00 

United  Fruit  Co.  11  1-2  percent  dividend  on 

stock 770.50 

U.  S.  Smelting,  Mining  & Refining  Co.  7 per 

cent  dividend  on  stock 45.48 


$2,873.25 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


C.  L.  Wooding,  agent 100.00 

Bristol  Trust  Co.,  rental  of  safe  deposit  box  . 2.50  102.50 


Net  income,  1919-’20  2,770.75 

Balance  of  income  on  hand,  Nov.  1,  ’19  309.10 


$3,079.85 

Transferred  to  City  Treasurer,  for  Library 

Fund  . . 2,725.00 


Income  on  hand,  November  1,  1920.. 


354.85 


We  have  audited  the  above  accounts : general  library 
account  and  the  principal  and  income  accounts  of  4 4 The 
City  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  Library  Fund,”  and  find  them  cor- 
rect. 

WALTER  L.  CROUCH, 

WM.  E.  WIGHTMAN, 

City  Auditors 


Bristol, Conn.,  Dec.  14,  1920. 
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